
		Articles and Resources

		How to Use The ESV Global Study Bible, ePub Edition

		Accessing Study Notes and Footnotes

		Title Page

		Copyright Information

		List of Charts

		List of Maps

		List of Diagrams

		List of Illustrations

		List of Facts

		List of Profiles

		List of Abbreviations

		Global Editorial Committee

		Foreword

		Global Purpose

		Global Audience

		Global Content and Features

		Global Team of Contributors

		Free Global Access

		Global Vision

		Contributors: Articles for the Global Church

		Introduction: A User’s Guide to the Global Study Bible

		Purpose

		Divine Words and Merely Human Words

		The Understanding and Teaching of God’s Word

		Doctrinal Perspective

		Special Features of the ESV Global Study Bible

		Cross-Reference System and Concordance

		The ESV Online Study Bible

		The ESV Bible and the ESV Global Study Bible

		Goal and Vision

		List of Abbreviations

		Preface to the English Standard Version

		The Bible

		Translation Legacy

		Translation Philosophy

		Translation Principles and Style

		The Translation of Specialized Terms

		Textual Basis and Resources

		Textual Footnotes

		Publishing Team

		To God’s Honor and Praise

		Overview of the Bible

		God’s Plan for History

		God’s Promises and Predictions

		God’s Warnings and Curses

		God’s Covenant Commitment and Instruction

		Christ Is the Offspring of Abraham and the Last Adam

		Shadows, Prefigures, and “Types” of Christ

		Christ Is the Mediator

		New Testament

		Already—but Not Yet

		Who Is Jesus?

		Christ’s Work on the Cross

		The Promise of the Holy Spirit

		Sin, Faith, and Repentance

		The Church as the People of God

		New Testament Timeline

		Old Testament: Theology and Key Dates

		The Essential Components of the Old Testament Story

		The Parts of the Old Testament in Relation to the Story

		The Old Testament as Christian Scripture

		Old Testament Timeline and Calendar: An Overview of Key Dates

		God’s Global Plan of Salvation

		Understanding God’s Plan of Salvation Horizontally

		Understanding God’s Plan of Salvation Vertically

		Conclusion

		The Importance of the Global Church

		Introduction

		The Origin of the Church

		The Trinitarian Nature of the Church

		The Marks of the Church

		The Purpose of the Church

		Conclusion

		How to Read and Understand the Bible

		Spiritual

		Contextual

		Christ-centered

		Reverent

		Communal

		Repeated

		Conclusion

		How to Apply the Bible in Daily Life

		How God’s Word Comes to Us

		The Basics of Personal Meditation

		The Importance of Fellow Believers

		The Centrality of Christ

		Two Words of Warning

		Conclusion

		The Reliability and Authority of the Bible

		The Inspired Word

		The Inerrant and Infallible Word

		The Clear and Sufficient Word

		Conclusion

		The Great Truths of the Bible

		Revelation

		Scripture 

		God

		Christ

		The Holy Spirit

		Humanity

		Salvation

		The Church

		The End Times

		Mission and Evangelism

		Mission

		Evangelism 

		Conclusion

		Major World Religions

		Judaism

		Islam

		Hinduism

		Buddhism

		Confucianism

		Biblical Themes and Other Religions

		Biblical Ethics: An Introduction

		The Importance of Biblical Ethics

		The Purpose of Biblical Ethics

		The Foundation of Biblical Ethics

		Some Characteristics of Biblical Ethics

		The Value and Dignity of Human Life

		Created in the Image of God

		The Beginning of Life

		The End of Life

		The Treatment of Children, the Disabled, and the Elderly

		Conclusion

		Marriage and Sexual Morality

		Introduction

		Biblical Foundations

		A Whole-Bible Trajectory

		Implications for Marriage and Sexual Morality

		Related Issues

		Conclusion

		The Purpose and Role of Government

		God Instituted Government for the Good of All People

		God Instituted Government for His Glory

		Social Ethics

		Social Ethics and the Bible

		Some Contemporary Issues in Global Social Ethics

		Conclusion

		Personal Ethics

		The Basis, Norm, and Power of Personal Ethics

		Personal Ethics: Case Studies

		Conclusion

		Glossary

		Table of Weights and Measures

		Concordance

		Abbreviations

		Daily Bible Reading Plan

		Contributors to The ESV Global Study Bible

		Editorial Oversight Committee

		Contributors to Articles for the Global Church

		Global Message Contributors

		Study Note Contributors

		Other Contributors

		Consulting Contributors

		Colophon

		The Crossway ESV Global Study Bible Publishing Team

		Editorial Team

		Contributing Editors

		Proofreading and Editorial Assistance

		Design

		Typesetting

		Production

		Management Leaders

		ESV Global Study Bible Specifications and Production

		Maps

	
		List of Charts

		The Hebrew Calendar

		Patriarchs to Judges (c. 2166–1030)

		The Generations of Genesis

		Chronology of Noah’s Time in the Ark

		Four Kinds of Abraham’s Offspring

		Genealogies: Showing Age at Fatherhood and Age at Death

		Covenantal Call and Dialogue

		The Battle between Yahweh and the Rulers of Egypt

		Sacrifices

		Holy Feasts

		Parallels between Exodus and Numbers

		Ancient Treaty Structures and Deuteronomy

		Joshua 1:1–9 as a “Table of Contents” for the Rest of the Book

		Seven Stone Memorials in the Land

		The Covenant Renewal Ceremony at Shechem (Josh. 24:2–27) Compared with Other Ancient Treaties

		Historical Books Timeline

		The Judges

		Common Cycle for Each Judge

		Samson’s Ten Feats of Strength and Heroism

		The Journey of the Ark of the Covenant

		Events of 1–2 Samuel Referenced in the Psalms

		The Fall of Saul and the Rise of David in 1 Samuel

		The Rise and Failure of David in 1 and 2 Samuel

		Solomon’s Tainted Glory in 1 Kings

		Evaluating Kings of Israel and Judah in 1–2 Kings

		The Divided Kingdom: Kings of Judah (all dates b.c.)

		The Divided Kingdom: Kings of Israel (all dates b.c.)

		Basic Chronology of 1–2 Chronicles

		Comparison of 1–2 Chronicles with 2 Samuel and 1–2 Kings

		Chronology of Ezra

		Adversaries Hinder Work

		Kings of Persia Mentioned in Ezra–Nehemiah

		Chronology of Nehemiah

		Chronology in Esther

		Psalms Based on Incidents in David’s Life

		Terms in Psalms

		Structure of Psalms

		The Use of Psalm 22 in Matthew 27

		Creation in Psalm 104

		Terms in Psalm 119 for God’s Covenant Revelation

		Some Essential Features of a Good Life (Proverbs 19)

		Kings of Judah in the Time of Isaiah

		Datable Events in the Book of Isaiah

		Oracles against the Nations in the Prophets

		Simplified Overview of Isaiah

		Activity of the Writing Prophets during the Reigns of the Kings of Israel and Judah

		Parallels between Jeremiah and Lamentations

		Ezekiel’s Temple Vision

		The Traditional View of Daniel’s Visions

		Afflictions of Assyria against Israel

		Zechariah Texts Quoted in the New Testament Regarding Jesus’ Ministry

		Zechariah’s Visions

		Malachi’s Sixfold Wake-up Call to Renewed Covenant Fidelity

		The LORD of Hosts: Frequency and Use in the OT

		New Testament Timeline

		The Twelve Apostles

		The Parables of Jesus

		Harmony of the Events of Holy Week

		Five Controversies from Mark 2:1–3:6

		The Three Major Passion Predictions in Mark

		Parallels in the Ministries of Jesus, Peter, and Paul in Luke–Acts

		Predictions, Reminders, and Proofs of the Death and Resurrection of Jesus in the Gospel of Luke

		Jesus Is God: Specific Examples Where Greek Theos (“God”) Is Applied to Jesus

		The First Week of Jesus’ Ministry

		Seven Signs Pointing to Jesus as the Messiah

		Physical Items Used by Jesus to Teach Spiritual Truths

		Witnesses to Jesus

		The “I Am” Statements of Jesus

		The Work of the Trinity

		The High Priestly Prayer 

		God’s Sovereignty in Salvation as Seen in Acts

		Major Sermons in Acts

		Paul Collects an Offering for Judea

		Major Events in the Life of the Apostle Paul

		Itinerary of Paul’s First Journey

		Itinerary of Paul’s Second Journey

		Itinerary of Paul’s Third Journey

		OT Testimony that All Are under Sin (3:9)

		The Trinity in Romans 8

		Spiritual Gifts in Paul’s Letters

		The Epistles

		Imitating Paul as Paul Imitates Christ

		Church Leaders Should Likewise Lead Lives That Are Examples to Imitate 

		Divorce and Remarriage in 1 Corinthians 7

		Earthly Bodies and Resurrection Bodies (1 Corinthians 15)

		The Believer’s Apparent (Temporal) Defeat and Actual (Spiritual) Victory

		Weakness and Power (or Strength) in 1–2 Corinthians

		The Sufficiency of God in 2 Corinthians

		Spectrum of Early Beliefs about How Christians Should Relate to the Law of Moses

		Trinitarian Formulas and Expressions in Ephesians

		Christ and the Church

		Principles of Marriage

		Joy and Rejoicing in Philippians 

		“In Christ”: A Central Theme in Colossians

		The Second Coming in 1 Thessalonians

		The Authentication of Paul’s Letters

		False Teaching and Teachers

		Qualifications for Elders in 1 Timothy and Titus

		Qualifications for Deacons

		God and Christ as “Our Savior” in Titus

		Differences between Levitical High Priests and Jesus the High Priest

		Psalm 110 in Hebrews

		Echoes of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount in James

		Leviticus 19 in James

		Regeneration in the New Testament

		The Deity of Jesus Christ in 2 Peter

		Theological Themes of 1 John

		Equivalent Expressions for the “Last Days”

		Jude’s Application of Prophecies and Events

		Christ’s Edict-Letters to His Seven Churches

		Promises to Overcomers

		Doxologies to God and the Lamb

		The Seven Trumpets of 8:7–11:19

		Four Series of Seven Messages or Visions

		The Seven Benedictions

		The Seven Bowls of Wrath (16:2–21)

	
		List of Maps

		The Near East at the Time of Genesis

		The Garden of Eden

		Table of Nations

		Abram Travels to Canaan

		Jacob Returns to Canaan

		Egypt at the Time of Joseph

		The Journey to Mount Sinai

		The Setting of Leviticus

		Journeys in the Wilderness

		The Journey to Canaan

		The Boundaries of the Promised Land

		The Setting of Deuteronomy

		The Setting of Joshua

		The Conquest of Canaan: The Southern Campaign

		The Conquest of Canaan: The Northern Campaign

		The Allotment of the Land

		The Setting of Judges

		The Judges of Israel

		Gideon Defeats the Midianites

		Samson’s Exploits

		The Setting of Ruth

		The Setting of 1 Samuel

		The Battle at Elah

		David Flees from Saul

		The Battle at Mount Gilboa

		The Setting of 2 Samuel

		David Captures the Stronghold of Zion

		David and Absalom

		The Extent of Solomon’s Kingdom

		Solomon’s Administrative Districts

		The Kingdom Divides

		Israel and Judah in 2 Kings

		Syria Captures Gilead

		Resurgence during the Time of Azariah and Jeroboam II

		Prophets of Israel and Judah

		The Resurgence of Assyrian Influence

		The Fall of Samaria and Deportation of Israelites

		Exile to Babylon

		The Extent of David’s Kingdom

		The Extent of Solomon’s Kingdom

		Solomon’s International Ventures

		Syria and Israel Attack Judah

		Judah after the Fall of Israel

		Exile to Babylon

		The Persian Empire at the Time of Ezra

		The Persian Empire at the Time of Nehemiah

		Judea under Persian Rule

		The Persian Empire at the Time of Esther

		The Near East at the Time of Isaiah

		Israel and Judah at the Time of Jeremiah

		The Babylonian Empire

		Babylon Attacks Judah

		Jeremiah Prophesies against Egypt

		The Near East at the Time of Ezekiel

		Ezekiel’s Vision of Israel’s New Boundaries

		The Setting of Daniel: The Babylonian Empire

		The Empires of Daniel’s Visions: The Persians

		The Empires of Daniel’s Visions: The Greeks

		The Empires of Daniel’s Visions: The Ptolemies and the Seleucids (Early)

		The Empires of Daniel’s Visions: The Ptolemies and the Seleucids (Late)

		The Maccabean Kingdom

		Near East at the Time of Hosea

		The Setting of Joel

		The Near East at the Time of Amos

		The Setting of Obadiah

		The Setting of Jonah

		The Near East at the Time of Micah

		The Near East at the Time of Nahum

		The Near East at the Time of Habakkuk

		The Near East at the Time of Zephaniah

		Jerusalem at the Time of Haggai

		The Near East at the Time of Zechariah

		The Setting of Malachi

		The Setting of Matthew

		Jesus’ Birth and Flight to Egypt

		Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee

		Jesus’ Ministry beyond Israel

		Jesus’ Final Journey to Jerusalem

		The Last Supper

		Jesus’ Arrest, Trial, and Crucifixion

		The Setting of Mark

		Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee

		Jesus’ Ministry beyond Israel

		Jesus’ Final Journey to Jerusalem

		Jerusalem at the Time of Jesus

		The Last Supper

		Jesus’ Arrest, Trial, and Crucifixion

		The Setting of Luke

		Jesus’ Birth and Flight to Egypt

		Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee

		Jesus Travels to Jerusalem

		Jerusalem at the Time of Jesus

		The Last Supper

		Jesus’ Arrest, Trial, and Crucifixion

		Jesus’ Appearances after His Resurrection

		The Setting of John

		The Last Supper

		Jesus’ Arrest, Trial, and Crucifixion

		The Setting of Acts

		Nations at Pentecost

		Paul’s First Missionary Journey (Acts 13:4–14:26)

		Paul’s Second Missionary Journey (Acts 15:36–18:22)

		Paul’s Third Missionary Journey (Acts 18:22–21:17)

		Paul’s Journey to Rome

		The Setting of Romans

		The Setting of 1 Corinthians

		The Setting of 2 Corinthians

		The Setting of Galatians

		The Setting of Ephesians

		The Setting of Philippians

		The Setting of Colossians

		The Setting of 1 Thessalonians

		The Setting of 1 Timothy

		The Setting of 2 Timothy

		The Setting of Titus

		The Setting of James

		The Setting of 1 Peter

		The Setting of 1 John

		The Setting of Revelation

	
		
		List of Diagrams

		The Genealogies of Genesis

		Israel in Camp and on the March

		Positions and Duties of the Levites

		Family of Ruth

		The 70 Weeks of Daniel 9

		Redemptive History in the Book of Hebrews

		The “Bookends” of Biblical Theology

	
		List of Illustrations

		The City of Ur

		The Altar of Incense

		The Ark of the Covenant

		The Bronze Altar

		The Golden Lampstand

		The High Priest’s Holy Garments

		The Tabernacle Tent 

		The Tabernacle And Court

		The Table for the Bread of the Presence

		The City of Jericho

		Jerusalem In the Time of David (c. 1010–970 b.c.) 

		Jerusalem in the Time of Solomon (c. 970–930 b.c.) 

		Solomon’s Temple 

		Jerusalem in the Time of Hezekiah (c. 725–686 b.c.)

		Zerubbabel’s Temple

		Jerusalem in the Time of Nehemiah (c. 444–420? b.c.)

		The City of Babylon

		The Day of the Lord in the Prophets

		The City of Nineveh

		Jerusalem in the Time of Jesus

		The Temple Mount in the time of Jesus

		Herod’s Temple Complex in the Time of Jesus 

		Herod’s Temple in the Time of Jesus

		The Synagogue and Jewish Worship

		Golgotha and the Temple Mount

		Rome in the Time of Paul (c. a.d. 60)

		Corinth in the Time of Paul (c. a.d. 60)

		Ephesus in the Time of Paul (c. a.d. 60)

		Philippi in the Time of Paul (c. a.d. 60)

	
		List of Facts

		Genesis Fact #1: In the Beginning

		Genesis Fact #2: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

		Genesis Fact #3: The Euphrates

		Genesis Fact #4: Cherubim

		Genesis Fact #5: Two men who never died

		Genesis Fact #6: Favor in the eyes of the Lord

		Genesis Fact #7: Why did Noah take seven pairs of each clean animal but only one pair of each unclean animal?

		Genesis Fact #8: Extending an olive branch

		Genesis Fact #9: Sinful pride and rebellion

		Genesis Fact #10: What did the Tower of Babel look like?

		Genesis Fact #11: Altars

		Genesis Fact #12: Believed the Lord

		Genesis Fact #13: Non-Levite Priests?

		Genesis Fact #14: Taking servants as wives

		Genesis Fact #15: Isaac

		Genesis Fact #16: The city gate

		Genesis Fact #17: What is the Negeb?

		Genesis Fact #18: Why fight over a well?

		Genesis Fact #19: Two biblical firsts

		Genesis Fact #20: Family ties

		Genesis Fact #21: Tents

		Genesis Fact #22: A father’s blessing

		Genesis Fact #23: Giving servants

		Genesis Fact #24: Why was Laban so upset when his household gods were stolen?

		Genesis Fact #25: The Jabbok River

		Genesis Fact #26: Succoth

		Genesis Fact #27: Terebinths

		Genesis Fact #28: A long walk!

		Genesis Fact #29: A costly demonstration of grief

		Genesis Fact #30: Levirate marriage

		Genesis Fact #31: Cupbearers

		Genesis Fact #32: Signets

		Genesis Fact #33: Money

		Genesis Fact #34: “God sent me”

		Genesis Fact #35: The Land of Goshen

		Genesis Fact #36: “Do not bury me in Egypt.”

		Genesis Fact #37: God’s providence

		Exodus Fact #1: As numerous as the stars

		Exodus Fact #2: Bitumen

		Exodus Fact #3: Holy

		Exodus Fact #4: Putting words in his mouth?

		Exodus Fact #5: Pharaoh

		Exodus Fact #6: Why was straw needed for making bricks?

		Exodus Fact #7: Lord of all creation

		Exodus Fact #8: River turned to blood

		Exodus Fact #9: Frogs

		Exodus Fact #10: Death of livestock

		Exodus Fact #11: Was Pharaoh considered a god?

		Exodus Fact #12: What is the purpose of a "sign"?

		Exodus Fact #13: Redeem

		Exodus Fact #14: Chariots

		Exodus Fact #15: Manna for Christians today?

		Exodus Fact #16: Who were the Amalekites?

		Exodus Fact #17: On eagles’ wings

		Exodus Fact #18: How did people end up as slaves?

		Exodus Fact #19: Restitution

		Exodus Fact #20: What was the purpose of the Mosaic covenant?

		Exodus Fact #21: The table for the bread of the Presence

		Exodus Fact #22: The bronze altar

		Exodus Fact #23: Gold bells

		Exodus Fact #24: Veil

		Exodus Fact #25: Altar of incense

		Exodus Fact #26: Instructions for the tabernacle

		Exodus Fact #27: The Jewish year

		Exodus Fact #28: Acacia wood

		Exodus Fact #29: Cubits

		Exodus Fact #30: Furniture

		Exodus Fact #31: Linen

		Exodus Fact #32: God’s glory fills the tabernacle

		Leviticus Fact #1: Burnt offerings

		Leviticus Fact #2: Grain offerings

		Leviticus Fact #3: Peace offerings

		Leviticus Fact #4: Sin offerings

		Leviticus Fact #5: Ordination of Aaron and his sons

		Leviticus Fact #6: What were the Urim and the Thummim?

		Leviticus Fact #7: Unclean

		Leviticus Fact #8: Leprosy

		Leviticus Fact #9: Lepers

		Leviticus Fact #10: Could a house have leprosy?

		Leviticus Fact #11: The Day of Atonement

		Leviticus Fact #12: Were the Israelites vegetarians?

		Leviticus Fact #13: Abomination

		Leviticus Fact #14: Beards

		Leviticus Fact #15: Private sin, public action

		Leviticus Fact #16: The eating of holy things

		Leviticus Fact #17: The Feast of Weeks

		Leviticus Fact #18: An eye for an eye?

		Leviticus Fact #19: Listen for the trumpet!

		Leviticus Fact #20: Where do the events in Numbers take place?

		Numbers Fact #1: Where do the events in Numbers take place?

		Numbers Fact #2: The arrangement of the Israelites’ camp

		Numbers Fact #3: Guard duty

		Numbers Fact #4: Symbols of holiness

		Numbers Fact #5: What is a “grain offering of jealousy”?

		Numbers Fact #6: Nazirites

		Numbers Fact #7: Laying on of hands

		Numbers Fact #8: The delayed Passover

		Numbers Fact #9: Ark of the covenant

		Numbers Fact #10: Bdellium

		Numbers Fact #11: Did Moses have a second wife?

		Numbers Fact #12: Exaggerated claims?

		Numbers Fact #13: Glory

		Numbers Fact #14: What is a censer?

		Numbers Fact #15: Tithing

		Numbers Fact #16: The King’s Highway

		Numbers Fact #17: The bronze serpent

		Numbers Fact #18: Balaam remembered

		Numbers Fact #19: Aram

		Numbers Fact #20: Wild oxen

		Numbers Fact #21: How wealthy would the Israelites become?

		Numbers Fact #22: Feast of Booths

		Numbers Fact #23: Sharing the plunder

		Numbers Fact #24: Amorites

		Numbers Fact #25: Chronicling a journey,

		Deuteronomy Fact #1: The Arabah

		Deuteronomy Fact #2: Was Deuteronomy a treaty?

		Deuteronomy Fact #3: Gilead

		Deuteronomy Fact #4: The Jordan River

		Deuteronomy Fact #5: A book of sermons?

		Deuteronomy Fact #6: Shema

		Deuteronomy Fact #7: Jesus quoted from

		Deuteronomy Fact #8: Sojourner

		Deuteronomy Fact #9: Live long in the land of Israel

		Deuteronomy Fact #10: Death penalty for apostasy?

		Deuteronomy Fact #11: What is unleavened bread?

		Deuteronomy Fact #12: Threshing

		Deuteronomy Fact #13: Sheep

		Deuteronomy Fact #14: Inheritance rights

		Deuteronomy Fact #15: Why did the Israelites sew tassels on their garments?

		Deuteronomy Fact #16: What was an upper millstone?

		Deuteronomy Fact #17: Shoes and sandals

		Deuteronomy Fact #18: Mount Ebal

		Deuteronomy Fact #19: Brimstone

		Deuteronomy Fact #20: Walk this way!

		Deuteronomy Fact #21: Demons

		Deuteronomy Fact #22: Genesis through Deuteronomy

		Joshua Fact #1: The Historical Books

		Joshua Fact #2: Double walls

		Joshua Fact #3: The Jordan River

		Joshua Fact #4: Circumcision

		Joshua Fact #5: Jericho

		Joshua Fact #6: How did the people of Israel consecrate themselves?

		Joshua Fact #7: Ambush

		Joshua Fact #8: Wineskins

		Joshua Fact #9: Royal humiliation

		Joshua Fact #10: How long did it take to conquer Canaan?

		Joshua Fact #11: Mount Hermon

		Joshua Fact #12: Anakim

		Joshua Fact #13: Megiddo

		Joshua Fact #14: Bethlehem?

		Joshua Fact #15: Manslayer

		Joshua Fact #16: Dividing the spoils

		Joshua Fact #17: Shechem

		Judges Fact #1: Toes and Thumbs

		Judges Fact #2: Ashtoreth

		Judges Fact #3: Cool breezes

		Judges Fact #4: Chariots of iron

		Judges Fact #5: Donkeys

		Judges Fact #6: Camels at war?

		Judges Fact #7: The night watch

		Judges Fact #8: Crescents

		Judges Fact #9: Mount Gerizim

		Judges Fact #10: Foolish vows

		Judges Fact #11: Is it “Shibboleth” or “Sibboleth”?

		Judges Fact #12: Riddles

		Judges Fact #13: Were the “foxes” actually jackals?

		Judges Fact #14: City gates

		Judges Fact #15: Blinding a prisoner

		Judges Fact #16: Laish

		Judges Fact #17: Jebus

		Judges Fact #18: Slings

		Ruth Fact #1: Redemption

		Ruth Fact #2: Gleaning

		Ruth Fact #3: Threshing floors

		1 Samuel Fact #1: Children

		1 Samuel Fact #2: “Thus says the Lord.”

		1 Samuel Fact #3: Samuel! Samuel!

		1 Samuel Fact #4: The term “Hebrews”

		1 Samuel Fact #5: Why the offering of golden mice and tumors?

		1 Samuel Fact #6: Ebenezer

		1 Samuel Fact #7: A gift for the prophet

		1 Samuel Fact #8: Musical instruments

		1 Samuel Fact #9: A king is crowned

		1 Samuel Fact #10: Lord of lords

		1 Samuel Fact #11: Jonathan shows his trust in God

		1 Samuel Fact #12: Why did Saul spare the Kenites

		1 Samuel Fact #13: A battle of champions

		1 Samuel Fact #14: Fed to the birds and beasts

		1 Samuel Fact #15: The sound of victory

		1 Samuel Fact #16: What was the significance of the new moon?

		1 Samuel Fact #17: Nob

		1 Samuel Fact #18: Psalms of deliverance

		1 Samuel Fact #19: Why was David sorry after he had cut Saul’s robe?

		1 Samuel Fact #20: “Go, serve other gods.”

		1 Samuel Fact #21: How is a fattened calf different from a regular calf?

		1 Samuel Fact #22: Pressed fig cakes

		2 Samuel Fact #1: Laments

		2 Samuel Fact #2: The pool of Gibeon

		2 Samuel Fact #3: Dogs

		2 Samuel Fact #4: Hanging

		2 Samuel Fact #5: Millo

		2 Samuel Fact #6: Dancing

		2 Samuel Fact #7: Building a house for gods

		2 Samuel Fact #8: Hamstringing horses

		2 Samuel Fact #9: Sexual activity while on military duty

		2 Samuel Fact #10: David’s disobedience

		2 Samuel Fact #11: Why did Tamar not want to be sent away?

		2 Samuel Fact #12: Geshur

		2 Samuel Fact #13: Regicide

		2 Samuel Fact #14: A stiff penalty

		2 Samuel Fact #15: Ropes with grappling hooks

		2 Samuel Fact #16: The forest of Ephraim

		2 Samuel Fact #17: Kissing

		2 Samuel Fact #18: Barley

		2 Samuel Fact #19: Song of Deliverance

		2 Samuel Fact #20: David’s census

		1 Kings Fact #1: Forever

		1 Kings Fact #2: Horns of the altar

		1 Kings Fact #3: Why did Adonijah ask for Abishag?

		1 Kings Fact #4: No witnesses

		1 Kings Fact #5: How large was Israel under Solomon’s rule?

		1 Kings Fact #6: Dressed stones

		1 Kings Fact #7: No tools of iron?

		1 Kings Fact #8: The House of the Forest of Lebanon

		1 Kings Fact #9: Praying toward Jerusalem

		1 Kings Fact #10: Temple

		1 Kings Fact #11: Megiddo

		1 Kings Fact #12: 666 talents

		1 Kings Fact #13: Damascus

		1 Kings Fact #14: How long did the United Kingdom of Israel last?

		1 Kings Fact #15: Lions

		1 Kings Fact #16: “Man of God,”

		1 Kings Fact #17: What were high places?

		1 Kings Fact #18: Queen mother

		1 Kings Fact #19: King Omri

		1 Kings Fact #20: Life for a widow

		1 Kings Fact #21: Why did the prophets of Baal cut themselves?

		1 Kings Fact #22: Broom trees

		1 Kings Fact #23: Bazaar

		1 Kings Fact #24: Confiscation of land

		1 Kings Fact #25: Ahab’s ivory palace

		2 Kings Fact #1: Israel and Judah’s sins continue

		2 Kings Fact #2: Bears

		2 Kings Fact #3: The Moabite Stone

		2 Kings Fact #4: Wild gourds

		2 Kings Fact #5: Who was Rimmon?

		2 Kings Fact #6: What is a siege?

		2 Kings Fact #7: Seah

		2 Kings Fact #8: Was it Joram or Jehoram?

		2 Kings Fact #9: Anointed with oil

		2 Kings Fact #10: Eunuchs

		2 Kings Fact #11: Jehu pays tribute

		2 Kings Fact #12: Joash

		2 Kings Fact #13: Hazael

		2 Kings Fact #14: Elath

		2 Kings Fact #15: Menahem’s tax receipts?

		2 Kings Fact #16: Why were the Israelites deported?

		2 Kings Fact #17: “Please speak in Aramaic.”

		2 Kings Fact #18: Siege mounds

		2 Kings Fact #19: Hezekiah’s tunnel

		2 Kings Fact #20: Why did Josiah tear his clothes when the Law was read?

		2 Kings Fact #21: The host of heaven

		2 Kings Fact #22: Josiah’s reforms

		2 Kings Fact #23: What happened to the ark of the covenant?

		1 Chronicles Fact #1: Why begin with Adam?

		1 Chronicles Fact #2: Why so many genealogies?

		1 Chronicles Fact #3: Do the books of Chronicles have a main theme?

		1 Chronicles Fact #4: Bashan,

		1 Chronicles Fact #5: Why is the genealogy for Naphtali so short?

		1 Chronicles Fact #6: How many genealogies are there in the Bible?

		1 Chronicles Fact #7: How did David conquer Jerusalem?

		1 Chronicles Fact #8: Bows and arrows

		1 Chronicles Fact #9: Why couldn’t the ark be carried on an oxcart?

		1 Chronicles Fact #10: How does Chronicles differ from Samuel and Kings?

		1 Chronicles Fact #11: King David

		1 Chronicles Fact #12: Why did ancient kings go to war in the spring?

		1 Chronicles Fact #13: New job descriptions for the Levites

		1 Chronicles Fact #14: What is a lyre?

		1 Chronicles Fact #15: David reigned for 40 years

		2 Chronicles Fact #1: Kue

		2 Chronicles Fact #2: Why did the pillars of the temple have names?

		2 Chronicles Fact #3: What was the “sea” in the temple court?

		2 Chronicles Fact #4: Trumpets

		2 Chronicles Fact #5: Which took longer to build: Solomon’s palace, or the temple?

		2 Chronicles Fact #6: Second Chronicles covers a span

		2 Chronicles Fact #7: Chief prince

		2 Chronicles Fact #8: An unreported defeat?

		2 Chronicles Fact #9: Co-regency

		2 Chronicles Fact #10: Ramoth-gilead

		2 Chronicles Fact #11: Tarshish

		2 Chronicles Fact #12: Athaliah

		2 Chronicles Fact #13: Why did the guards carry King David’s spears?

		2 Chronicles Fact #14: Thistles

		2 Chronicles Fact #15: Ten Hebrew kings

		2 Chronicles Fact #16: What is a scapegoat?

		2 Chronicles Fact #17: Generous givers

		2 Chronicles Fact #18: Hezekiah’s wall

		2 Chronicles Fact #19: The Book of the Law of the Lord

		2 Chronicles Fact #20: Passover

		2 Chronicles Fact #21: Exile to Babylon

		Ezra Fact #1: Cyrus the Great

		Ezra Fact #2: Darics

		Ezra Fact #3: Joppa

		Ezra Fact #4: Beyond the River

		Ezra Fact #5: The Behistun Inscription

		Ezra Fact #6: How long did it take to rebuild the temple?

		Ezra Fact #7: How long was the journey from Babylon to Jerusalem?

		Ezra Fact #8: An unscheduled assembly in Jerusalem

		Nehemiah Fact #1: Cupbearer to the king

		Nehemiah Fact #2: The fortress of the temple

		Nehemiah Fact #3: What was the Ophel?

		Nehemiah Fact #4: Why did so many local people oppose Nehemiah?

		Nehemiah Fact #5: Mortgage their property

		Nehemiah Fact #6: Open letter

		Nehemiah Fact #7: Can Nehemiah’s wall be seen today?

		Nehemiah Fact #8: The Feast of Booths

		Nehemiah Fact #9: Word pictures for worship and teaching

		Nehemiah Fact #10: Seals

		Nehemiah Fact #11: Why did the small towns of Judah send people to live in Jerusalem?

		Nehemiah Fact #12: Dedications

		Nehemiah Fact #13: Household furniture

		Esther Fact #1: Persian drinking vessels

		Esther Fact #2: Absolute authority

		Esther Fact #3: Who is King Ahasuerus?

		Esther Fact #4: The invisible God

		Esther Fact #5: Delivering the mail in Persia

		Esther Fact #6: How is the festival of Purim related to Esther?

		Job Fact #1: Comfort

		Job Fact #2: Seven days and seven nights

		Job Fact #3: Was Job a real person?

		Job Fact #4: What is Sheol

		Job Fact #5: The sea

		Job Fact #6: Clay

		Job Fact #7: Three cycles of conversations

		Job Fact #8: Sackcloth

		Job Fact #9: Proverbs in Job

		Job Fact #10: Honey

		Job Fact #11: Pledge

		Job Fact #12: Those who rebel against the light

		Job Fact #13: Hanging on nothing?

		Job Fact #14: Rocks pouring out streams of oil

		Job Fact #15: Elihu

		Job Fact #16: Pits

		Job Fact #17: Songs in the night

		Job Fact #18: Snow from Mount Hermon

		Job Fact #19: Majesty

		Job Fact #20: Behemoth

		Psalms Fact #1: Where is Zion?

		Psalms Fact #2: A shield for his people

		Psalms Fact #3: How are the Psalms divided?

		Psalms Fact #4: What was the main purpose of the Psalms for the people of God?

		Psalms Fact #5: What is “Sheol”?

		Psalms Fact #6: What is a psalm of lament?

		Psalms Fact #7: How many of the Psalms were written by David?

		Psalms Fact #8: What is parallelism?

		Psalms Fact #9: What defined someone as an “enemy” of the people of Israel?

		Psalms Fact #10: Are the Psalms poetry?

		Psalms Fact #11: What are royal psalms?

		Psalms Fact #12: How often does the NT quote from the Psalms?

		Psalms Fact #13: Selah

		Psalms Fact #14: House of the Lord

		Psalms Fact #15: Summers in Israel

		Psalms Fact #16: A harp or a lyre?

		Psalms Fact #17: Strong offense and defense

		Psalms Fact #18: Shadow of your wings

		Psalms Fact #19: Laurel tree

		Psalms Fact #20: Snares

		Psalms Fact #21: How long is a handbreadth?

		Psalms Fact #22: Deer

		Psalms Fact #23: Forgetting the name of God

		Psalms Fact #24: Fragrant robes

		Psalms Fact #25: Hyssop

		Psalms Fact #26: There is none who does good

		Psalms Fact #27: A helpful guide

		Psalms Fact #28: Memorizing the Psalms

		Psalms Fact #29: Pride

		Psalms Fact #30: Banners

		Psalms Fact #31: Dwell in God’s courts

		Psalms Fact #32: Wanting God’s blessing

		Psalms Fact #33: Ancient worship leaders

		Psalms Fact #34: The deep

		Psalms Fact #35: Fortress

		Psalms Fact #36: Hope

		Psalms Fact #37: What does it mean to be “pure in heart”?

		Psalms Fact #38: Horn

		Psalms Fact #39: Zoan

		Psalms Fact #40: How long?

		Psalms Fact #41: En-dor

		Psalms Fact #42: Blessed

		Psalms Fact #43: Song of the Lamb

		Psalms Fact #44: Keeping a record of the population

		Psalms Fact #45: Abaddon

		Psalms Fact #46: Finding your way

		Psalms Fact #47: How old?

		Psalms Fact #48: Satan knows the Scriptures

		Psalms Fact #49: Vengeance

		Psalms Fact #50: Maker of heaven and earth

		Psalms Fact #51: Joy to the world!

		Psalms Fact #52: What is integrity?

		Psalms Fact #53: Ashes

		Psalms Fact #54: Celebrate

		Psalms Fact #55: Murmured

		Psalms Fact #56: Steadfast love

		Psalms Fact #57: “Upon Edom I cast my shoe”

		Psalms Fact #58: The right hand

		Psalms Fact #59: Two acrostic poems

		Psalms Fact #60: Flint

		Psalms Fact #61: Idols

		Psalms Fact #62: A psalm of thanksgiving

		Psalms Fact #63: Cornerstone

		Psalms Fact #64: The longest psalm

		Psalms Fact #65: Unique verses

		Psalms Fact #66: Broom tree

		Psalms Fact #67: Songs of Ascents

		Psalms Fact #68: What are fowlers?

		Psalms Fact #69: Watchmen

		Psalms Fact #70: What does it mean to “redeem” someone?

		Psalms Fact #71: Anointing with oil

		Psalms Fact #72: What is “renown”?

		Psalms Fact #73: Wonders

		Psalms Fact #74: The Lord protects his people

		Psalms Fact #75: Salvation

		Psalms Fact #76: Who are the saints?

		Psalms Fact #77: Two-edged swords

		Proverbs Fact #1: Wisdom

		Proverbs Fact #2: Proverbs

		Proverbs Fact #3: shalom

		Proverbs Fact #4: Garlands

		Proverbs Fact #5: Cisterns

		Proverbs Fact #6: Ants

		Proverbs Fact #7: The simple person

		Proverbs Fact #8: Seven pillars

		Proverbs Fact #9: Vinegar

		Proverbs Fact #10: A different kind of security

		Proverbs Fact #11: What is an “abomination”?

		Proverbs Fact #12: What does it mean to be prudent?

		Proverbs Fact #13: Tents

		Proverbs Fact #14: Thorns

		Proverbs Fact #15: Fountains

		Proverbs Fact #16: Bribe

		Proverbs Fact #17: Casting lots

		Proverbs Fact #18: A false witnesses

		Proverbs Fact #19: Unequal weights

		Proverbs Fact #20: Weighing the heart

		Proverbs Fact #21: Landmarks

		Proverbs Fact #22: Mixed wine

		Proverbs Fact #23: Kisses the lips

		Proverbs Fact #24: Rains from the north

		Proverbs Fact #25: Glazing over the truth?

		Proverbs Fact #26: What is a crucible?

		Proverbs Fact #27: Gluttony

		Proverbs Fact #28: Hezekiah’s contribution to Proverbs

		Proverbs Fact #29: Rock badgers

		Ecclesiastes Fact #1: Ecclesiastes

		Ecclesiastes Fact #2: Vanity, vanities, and vain

		Ecclesiastes Fact #3: Working too hard?

		Ecclesiastes Fact #4: The peaceful shadows of old age

		Ecclesiastes Fact #5: “Eat, drink, and be merry”?

		Song of Solomon Fact #1: Mare among Pharaoh’s chariots

		Song of Solomon Fact #2: Purple cloth

		Song of Solomon Fact #3: Daughters of Jerusalem

		Song of Solomon Fact #4: Vineyards, fields, and palm trees

		Isaiah Fact #1: The Holy One of Israel

		Isaiah Fact #2: Pruning hooks

		Isaiah Fact #3:  tinkling of feet

		Isaiah Fact #4: Ten acres of vineyard

		Isaiah Fact #5: Shaving

		Isaiah Fact #6: A sanctuary and a rock?

		Isaiah Fact #7: Yokes

		Isaiah Fact #8: Farm animals

		Isaiah Fact #9: Joyful trees

		Isaiah Fact #10: Payment in lambs

		Isaiah Fact #11: Olive harvesting

		Isaiah Fact #12: Competing Pharaohs

		Isaiah Fact #13: Key to the house of David

		Isaiah Fact #14: Cyprus

		Isaiah Fact #15: Chalkstone

		Isaiah Fact #16: Details about farming

		Isaiah Fact #17: Yearly “round” of feasts

		Isaiah Fact #18: The sieve of destruction

		Isaiah Fact #19: Watchtowers

		Isaiah Fact #20: “He who counted”

		Isaiah Fact #21: To eat of your own vine and fig tree

		Isaiah Fact #22: Cut off from the loom

		Isaiah Fact #23: Highways

		Isaiah Fact #24:  craftsmen and goldsmiths

		Isaiah Fact #25: Long-term imprisonment

		Isaiah Fact #26: The prophecy about Cyrus

		Isaiah Fact #27: Feeding idols?

		Isaiah Fact #28: Pass through the rivers

		Isaiah Fact #29: A mouth like a sharp sword

		Isaiah Fact #30: Head of the street

		Isaiah Fact #31: The feet of him who brings good news

		Isaiah Fact #32: Enlarging the tent

		Isaiah Fact #33: Keeping the Sabbath

		Isaiah Fact #34: Finger-pointing

		Isaiah Fact #35: Ships of Tarshish

		Isaiah Fact #36: “The Spirit of the Lord God

		Isaiah Fact #37: Pig flesh

		Isaiah Fact #38: Javan

		Jeremiah Fact #1: Watching like an almond tree

		Jeremiah Fact #2: Living water

		Jeremiah Fact #3: Troubled times

		Jeremiah Fact #4: A sad but faithful servant

		Jeremiah Fact #5: Yokes

		Jeremiah Fact #6: A faithful prophet

		Jeremiah Fact #7: Temple

		Jeremiah Fact #8: Wailing women

		Jeremiah Fact #9: God’s storehouses

		Jeremiah Fact #10: Josiah

		Jeremiah Fact #11: The primary calling of the prophet

		Jeremiah Fact #12: Noonday attack

		Jeremiah Fact #13: Singleness for a prophetic purpose

		Jeremiah Fact #14: Repentance

		Jeremiah Fact #15: Mind or kidneys?

		Jeremiah Fact #16: The faithful remnant

		Jeremiah Fact #17: Seventy years in Babylon

		Jeremiah Fact #18: Carchemish

		Jeremiah Fact #19: Jeremiah’s unpopular message

		Jeremiah Fact #20: Why were Israel’s craftsmen taken?

		Jeremiah Fact #21: Books

		Jeremiah Fact #22:  from the Tower of Hananel to the Corner Gate

		Jeremiah Fact #23: Sealing documents in earthenware vessels

		Jeremiah Fact #24: Burning of spices during funerals

		Jeremiah Fact #25: Rechabites

		Jeremiah Fact #26: Dungeon cells or cisterns

		Jeremiah Fact #27: Free vineyards

		Jeremiah Fact #28: Geruth Chimham

		Jeremiah Fact #29: Tahpanhes

		Jeremiah Fact #30: Pharaoh Hophra

		Jeremiah Fact #31: The balm of Gilead

		Jeremiah Fact #32: Doves

		Jeremiah Fact #33: Jungle of the Jordan

		Jeremiah Fact #34: How Babylon fell

		Jeremiah Fact #35: Taking vengeance for his temple

		Jeremiah Fact #36: Ashkenaz

		Jeremiah Fact #37: Sieges

		Lamentations Fact #1: A book named “How”?

		Lamentations Fact #2: Stretching out the measuring line

		Lamentations Fact #3: Wormwood

		Lamentations Fact #4: The fall of Jerusalem

		Lamentations Fact #5: Lamentations

		Ezekiel Fact #1: Babylonians

		Ezekiel Fact #2: Son of man

		Ezekiel Fact #3: Tel-abib

		Ezekiel Fact #4: Act out his prophetic message

		Ezekiel Fact #5:  the Day of the Lord

		Ezekiel Fact #6: Writing case

		Ezekiel Fact #7: Hearts of flesh to replace hearts of stone

		Ezekiel Fact #8: Zedekiah

		Ezekiel Fact #9: “prophesy out of their own hearts”

		Ezekiel Fact #10: Vine

		Ezekiel Fact #11: A “fable” with an important message

		Ezekiel Fact #12: Are God’s judgments fair?

		Ezekiel Fact #13:  swearing an oath

		Ezekiel Fact #14: Parables

		Ezekiel Fact #15: Strange religious practices

		Ezekiel Fact #16: Samaria

		Ezekiel Fact #17: Mourn

		Ezekiel Fact #18: A prophecy fulfilled

		Ezekiel Fact #19: Tyre’s wealth

		Ezekiel Fact #20: Hooks in your jaws

		Ezekiel Fact #21: A tree cut down

		Ezekiel Fact #22: Lions and dragons

		Ezekiel Fact #23: Watchmen

		Ezekiel Fact #24: Shepherds of Israel

		Ezekiel Fact #25:  light to the nations

		Ezekiel Fact #26: Valley of dry bones

		Ezekiel Fact #27: Gog and Magog

		Ezekiel Fact #28: The prophecy in chs. 40–48

		Ezekiel Fact #29: The Lord returns to his temple

		Ezekiel Fact #30: The prince

		Ezekiel Fact #31: Passover

		Ezekiel Fact #32: The Dead Sea

		Daniel Fact #1: What’s in a name?

		Daniel Fact #2: The dreams of a king

		Daniel Fact #3: Daniel’s languages

		Daniel Fact #4: Tree

		Daniel Fact #5: The city of Babylon

		Daniel Fact #6: Lions’ dens

		Daniel Fact #7: Opening the books

		Daniel Fact #8: Gabriel

		Daniel Fact #9: Daniel’s prayer

		Daniel Fact #10: Mighty king

		Daniel Fact #11: Antiochus IV Epiphanes

		Daniel Fact #12: Purity

		Hosea Fact #1: Hosea

		Hosea Fact #2: Public humiliation

		Hosea Fact #3:  piece of wood

		Hosea Fact #4: Treacherous bow

		Hosea Fact #5: Worship God alone!

		Hosea Fact #6: Admah and Zeboiim

		Hosea Fact #7:  leopards

		Joel Fact #1: Desert locust

		Joel Fact #2: The sun shall be turned to darkness

		Joel Fact #3: Slave trading

		Amos Fact #1: Earthquakes

		Amos Fact #2: Judgments from the Lord

		Amos Fact #3: The winter house and summer house

		Amos Fact #4: Blighting

		Amos Fact #5: Pleiades

		Amos Fact #6: Calves from the midst of the stall

		Amos Fact #7: Annual flooding of the Nile

		Amos Fact #8: Cushites

		Obadiah Fact #1: A call to arms

		Jonah Fact #1: Tarshish

		Jonah Fact #2: Nineveh

		Jonah Fact #3: Population of Nineveh

		Micah Fact #1: Moresheth,

		Micah Fact #2: List of disasters

		Micah Fact #3: The business of prophecy

		Micah Fact #4: The land of Nimrod

		Micah Fact #5: God has always been the same

		Nahum Fact #1: Jonah and Nahum

		Nahum Fact #2: Palace

		Nahum Fact #3: As safe as Thebes?

		Habakkuk Fact #1: The Babylonian horsemen

		Habakkuk Fact #2: Woe oracles

		Habakkuk Fact #3: Habakkuk’s final prayer

		Zephaniah Fact #1: Near the end

		Zephaniah Fact #2: Mortar

		Zephaniah Fact #3: Palestine

		Zephaniah Fact #4: Rivers of Cush

		Haggai Fact #1:  paneled houses

		Haggai Fact #2: Temple

		Zechariah Fact #1: Zechariah in the NT

		Zechariah Fact #2: The number four

		Zechariah Fact #3: Eight visions

		Zechariah Fact #4: Widows, fatherless children, sojourners, and the poor

		Zechariah Fact #5: “Your king is coming.”

		Zechariah Fact #6: When did Israel defeat Greece?

		Zechariah Fact #7: Fountain

		Malachi Fact #1: Lord

		Malachi Fact #2: Blind, lame, and sick animals

		Matthew Fact #1: From Malachi to Matthew

		Matthew Fact #2: A humble hometown

		Matthew Fact #3: Sea of Galilee

		Matthew Fact #4: Father

		Matthew Fact #5: Motivation

		Matthew Fact #6:  pearls

		Matthew Fact #7: Centurions

		Matthew Fact #8: How can Jesus cast out demons?

		Matthew Fact #9: Machaerus fortress

		Matthew Fact #10: Synagogues

		Matthew Fact #11: Cove of the Parables

		Matthew Fact #12: Herod Antipas

		Matthew Fact #13: Fear vs. faith

		Matthew Fact #14: Magadan

		Matthew Fact #15: Caesarea Philippi

		Matthew Fact #16: The two-drachma temple tax

		Matthew Fact #17: Talent

		Matthew Fact #18: Jericho

		Matthew Fact #19: Large farming estates

		Matthew Fact #20: Taxation

		Matthew Fact #21: Phylacteries

		Matthew Fact #22: Hypocrites!

		Matthew Fact #23: Bankers

		Matthew Fact #24: The least of

		Matthew Fact #25: Gethsemane

		Matthew Fact #26: Barabbas

		Matthew Fact #27: Resurrection

		Mark Fact #1: What is a “Gospel”?

		Mark Fact #2: Reclining at the table

		Mark Fact #3: Why does Mark say “immediately” so often?

		Mark Fact #4: What did people use for lamp fuel?

		Mark Fact #5: The one true God

		Mark Fact #6: Shake the dust from your feet

		Mark Fact #7: What is “Corban”?

		Mark Fact #8: A diet of bread

		Mark Fact #9: A voice from the cloud?

		Mark Fact #10: Blindness

		Mark Fact #11: Fig trees

		Mark Fact #12: The Sadducees

		Mark Fact #13: The Mount of Olives

		Mark Fact #14: Rabbi

		Mark Fact #15: Releasing prisoners

		Mark Fact #16: Scourging

		Luke Fact #1: Who wrote Luke?

		Luke Fact #2: Mary’s song

		Luke Fact #3: Why was Jesus taken to Jerusalem at age 12?

		Luke Fact #4: What is a tetrarch?

		Luke Fact #5: Pinnacle of the temple

		Luke Fact #6: Temptations

		Luke Fact #7: Pharisees

		Luke Fact #8: The Golden Rule

		Luke Fact #9: Are you the one who is to come?

		Luke Fact #10: Cast out demons

		Luke Fact #11: An early outreach to Gentiles

		Luke Fact #12: Bethsaida

		Luke Fact #13: Children

		Luke Fact #14: The coming of God’s kingdom

		Luke Fact #15: “woes”

		Luke Fact #16: Worth more than a sparrow?

		Luke Fact #17: Heal people on the sabbath

		Luke Fact #18: Too late for excuses

		Luke Fact #19: Pods

		Luke Fact #20: The rich man and Lazarus

		Luke Fact #21: How difficult it is for a rich person

		Luke Fact #22: Olivet

		Luke Fact #23: The widow’s offering

		Luke Fact #24: Temple

		Luke Fact #25: Jesus knows us

		Luke Fact #26: Take this cup from me

		Luke Fact #27: The entrance to the tomb

		Luke Fact #28: Resurrected as real people!

		John Fact #1: All things were made through him

		John Fact #2: Finding their true master

		John Fact #3: The master of the feast

		John Fact #4: Born-again Christian

		John Fact #5: The Samaritans

		John Fact #6: Jesus and God

		John Fact #7: The feeding of the 5,000

		John Fact #8: The Dispersion

		John Fact #9: So that you may believe

		John Fact #10: Does sin cause illness?

		John Fact #11: The Feast of Dedication

		John Fact #12: Burial garments

		John Fact #13: Greeks

		John Fact #14: Wash the feet

		John Fact #15: The Holy Spirit

		John Fact #16: The Farewell Discourse

		John Fact #17: Praying in Jesus’ name

		John Fact #18: Jesus’ final prayer

		John Fact #19: High priests

		John Fact #20: Excruciating

		John Fact #21: The inscription on Jesus’ cross

		John Fact #22: Why John believed

		John Fact #23: “Stretch out your hands”

		Acts Fact #1: Acts

		Acts Fact #2: Nations at Pentecost

		Acts Fact #3: Solomon’s portico

		Acts Fact #4: Not a needy person among them

		Acts Fact #5: Gamaliel

		Acts Fact #6: The speeches in Acts

		Acts Fact #7: Ethiopian

		Acts Fact #8: A famous hometown

		Acts Fact #9: Ananias

		Acts Fact #10: Antioch in Syria

		Acts Fact #11: The death of James

		Acts Fact #12: Antioch in Pisidia

		Acts Fact #13: Why did they try to worship Paul and Barnabas?

		Acts Fact #14: The Jerusalem Council

		Acts Fact #15: Philippi

		Acts Fact #16: The Court of the Areopagus

		Acts Fact #17: Gallio

		Acts Fact #18: Magic

		Acts Fact #19: Elders

		Acts Fact #20: The island of Rhodes

		Acts Fact #21: Born in Tarsus

		Acts Fact #22: Felix

		Acts Fact #23: What is “the Way?”

		Acts Fact #24: Kicking against the goads

		Acts Fact #25: Syrtis

		Acts Fact #26: What happens next?

		Romans Fact #1: A letter to Rome

		Romans Fact #2: God’s judgment

		Romans Fact #3: What does it mean to be “justified”?

		Romans Fact #4: Transgression

		Romans Fact #5: Peace with God

		Romans Fact #6: Continue in sin

		Romans Fact #7: The Spirit lives within them

		Romans Fact #8: When Christ returns,

		Romans Fact #9: Share the Good News with others

		Romans Fact #10: A wild olive branch?

		Romans Fact #11: What does “discern” mean?

		Romans Fact #12: Should Christians always pay their taxes?

		Romans Fact #13: He obviously cared deeply

		1 Corinthians Fact #1: Apollos

		1 Corinthians Fact #2: The wisdom of men and the power of God

		1 Corinthians Fact #3:  pastoral letter

		1 Corinthians Fact #4: What is a “steward”?

		1 Corinthians Fact #5: Leaven

		1 Corinthians Fact #6: What is a “freedman”?

		1 Corinthians Fact #7: Speaking for free

		1 Corinthians Fact #8: The right way to observe the Lord’s Supper

		1 Corinthians Fact #9: The greatest is love

		1 Corinthians Fact #10: “build up” the church

		1 Corinthians Fact #11: Speaking the truth in an understandable way

		1 Corinthians Fact #12: I, Paul

		2 Corinthians Fact #1: Amen

		2 Corinthians Fact #2: A new covenant

		2 Corinthians Fact #3: Treasure in jars of clay

		2 Corinthians Fact #4: What does it mean to be “reconciled”?

		2 Corinthians Fact #5: Titus

		2 Corinthians Fact #6: Doing your fair share

		2 Corinthians Fact #7: More than simple charity

		2 Corinthians Fact #8: Problems in Corinth

		2 Corinthians Fact #9: Preaching for free

		Galatians Fact #1: Paul’s letter to the Galatians

		Galatians Fact #2: Justification by faith alone

		Galatians Fact #3: God’s promises to Abraham

		Galatians Fact #4: False teachers

		Galatians Fact #5: Walk by the Spirit

		Ephesians Fact #1: Ephesus

		Ephesians Fact #2: Salvation by grace

		Ephesians Fact #3: Visions

		Ephesians Fact #4: Renewed minds

		Ephesians Fact #5: Holy lives

		Ephesians Fact #6: Flaming darts

		Philippians Fact #1: Imperial guard

		Philippians Fact #2: “hymn of Christ”

		Philippians Fact #3: Encouragement

		Philippians Fact #4: Caesar’s household

		Colossians Fact #1: Colossae

		Colossians Fact #2: Worship of angels

		Colossians Fact #3: Scythians

		Colossians Fact #4: Letter to Laodicea

		1 Thessalonians Fact #1: Grace and peace

		1 Thessalonians Fact #2: Thessalonica

		1 Thessalonians Fact #3: Jesus’ return

		1 Thessalonians Fact #4: Peace and security

		2 Thessalonians Fact #1: Why were Christians being persecuted?

		2 Thessalonians Fact #2: Sanctification

		2 Thessalonians Fact #3: Tough love

		1 Timothy Fact #1: First letter to Timothy

		1 Timothy Fact #2: Hairstyles

		1 Timothy Fact #3: The household of God

		1 Timothy Fact #4: Hospitality

		Titus Fact #1: Famous liars

		Titus Fact #2: What is theology?

		Philemon Fact #1: How did a person become a bondservant?

		Hebrews Fact #1: Who wrote Hebrews?

		Hebrews Fact #2: Jesus the master builder

		Hebrews Fact #3: Throne

		Hebrews Fact #4: Anchor

		Hebrews Fact #5: A better covenant

		Hebrews Fact #6: Why didn’t the old covenant last?

		Hebrews Fact #7: The mercy seat

		Hebrews Fact #8: Eagerly awaiting

		Hebrews Fact #9: Jesus’ perfect sacrifice for sin

		Hebrews Fact #10: Faith

		Hebrews Fact #11: Foot races

		Hebrews Fact #12: Roman imprisonment

		James Fact #1: Mirrors

		James Fact #2: Rahab

		James Fact #3: Familiar word pictures

		James Fact #4: What does it mean to submit?

		James Fact #5: Two rainy seasons

		1 Peter Fact #1: Preparing your minds for action

		1 Peter Fact #2: What is God’s purpose for civil government?

		1 Peter Fact #3: Husbands and wives

		1 Peter Fact #4: The fiery trial

		1 Peter Fact #5: Kiss of love

		2 Peter Fact #1: Facing death

		2 Peter Fact #2: What is a “heresy”?

		2 Peter Fact #3: Like a thief in the night

		1 John Fact #1: Propitiation

		1 John Fact #2: Light

		1 John Fact #3: Giving to those in need

		1 John Fact #4: Abide in Jesus

		1 John Fact #5: Eternal life

		2 John Fact #1: The elder

		3 John Fact #1: A personal letter

		Jude Fact #1: Michael

		Jude Fact #2: While Christians wait for the Lord to return,

		Revelation Fact #1: Patmos

		Revelation Fact #2: Pergamum

		Revelation Fact #3: Sardis

		Revelation Fact #4: The sea of glass

		Revelation Fact #5: “Do not harm the oil and wine”

		Revelation Fact #6: The seal of the living God

		Revelation Fact #7:  the altar of incense

		Revelation Fact #8: Scorpions

		Revelation Fact #9: When a lion roars,

		Revelation Fact #10: The OT in Revelation

		Revelation Fact #11: A call for endurance

		Revelation Fact #12: The fifth bowl

		Revelation Fact #13: Symbolism

		Revelation Fact #14: Babylon

		Revelation Fact #15: The rider on the white horse

		Revelation Fact #16: Benedictions

		Revelation Fact #17: The Bride of Christ

	
		List of Profiles

		Profile: Adam

		Profile: Eve

		Profile: Noah

		Profile: Abraham

		Profile: Melchizedek

		Profile: Ishmael

		Profile: Sarah

		Profile: Lot

		Profile: Isaac

		Profile: Rebekah

		Profile: Esau

		Profile: Jacob

		Profile: Rachel

		Profile: Joseph

		Profile: Moses

		Profile: Aaron

		Profile: Miriam

		Profile: Caleb

		Profile: Korah

		Profile: Balaam

		Profile: Eleazar

		Profile: Joshua

		Profile: Rahab

		Profile: Ehud

		Profile: Deborah

		Profile: Gideon

		Profile: Abimelech

		Profile: Jephthah

		Profile: Samson

		Profile: Ruth

		Profile: Boaz

		Profile: Hannah

		Profile: Eli

		Profile: Samuel

		Profile: Saul

		Profile: David

		Profile: Jonathan

		Profile: Abigail

		Profile: Abner

		Profile: Michal

		Profile: Nathan

		Profile: Absalom

		Profile: Joab

		Profile: Abishai

		Profile: Bathsheba

		Profile: Solomon

		Profile: The Queen of Sheba

		Profile: Jeroboam

		Profile: Elijah

		Profile: Ahab

		Profile: Jezebel

		Profile: Elisha

		Profile: Jehu

		Profile: Joash

		Profile: Hezekiah

		Profile: Sennacherib

		Profile: Josiah

		Profile: Rehoboam

		Profile: Asa

		Profile: Jehoshaphat

		Profile: Uzziah

		Profile: Ahaz

		Profile: Manasseh

		Profile: Zerubbabel

		Profile: Ezra

		Profile: Nehemiah

		Profile: Esther

		Profile: Mordecai

		Profile: Job

		Profile: Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar

		Profile: Elihu

		Profile: Isaiah

		Profile: Jeremiah

		Profile: Baruch

		Profile: Ezekiel

		Profile: Daniel

		Profile: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego

		Profile: Nebuchadnezzar

		Profile: Hosea

		Profile: Joel

		Profile: Amos

		Profile: Obadiah

		Profile: Jonah

		Profile: Micah

		Profile: Nahum

		Profile: Habakkuk

		Profile: Zephaniah

		Profile: Haggai

		Profile: Zechariah

		Profile: Malachi

		Profile: Herod the Great

		Profile: Matthew

		Profile: Peter

		Profile: Herod Antipas

		Profile: Mary, Sister of Lazarus

		Profile: Judas Iscariot

		Profile: Pontius Pilate

		Profile: Mary

		Profile: Joseph

		Profile: James

		Profile: Martha

		Profile: John the Baptist

		Profile: Nicodemus

		Profile: Caiaphas

		Profile: John the son of Zebedee

		Profile: Mary Magdalene

		Profile: Thomas

		Profile: Ananias and Sapphira

		Profile: Stephen

		Profile: Philip

		Profile: Paul

		Profile: Cornelius

		Profile: Herod Agrippa I 

		Profile: Barnabas

		Profile: John Mark

		Profile: Silas

		Profile: Aquila and his wife, Priscilla

		Profile: Luke

		Profile: Herod Agrippa II

		Profile: Timothy

	


Global Editorial Committee

Dr. J. I. Packer

Theological Editor

Canada

Dr. Wayne Grudem

General Editor

USA

Dr. Ajith Fernando

Global Editor

Sri Lanka


For a complete list of contributors to the ESV Global Study Bible, see ESV Global Study Bible Contributors.



	


ESV

Global

Study Bible



English Standard Version

Crossway
Wheaton, Illinois
www.esvbible.org

	


Copyright

The ESV Global Study Bible®, ESV® Bible
Copyright © 2012 by Crossway.
All rights reserved.

The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®)
Copyright © 2001 by Crossway,
a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
All rights reserved.

ESV Text Edition: 2011
Version: esvgsb.v3.no-nav.2014.12.a.epub

Permissions notice: Crossway reserves all rights for all of the content of the ESV Global Study Bible, including but not limited to all print, electronic, and audio rights.

The ESV text may be quoted (in written, visual, or electronic form) up to and inclusive of one thousand (1,000) verses without express written permission of the publisher, provided that the verses quoted do not amount to a complete book of the Bible nor do the verses quoted account for 50 percent or more of the total text of the work in which they are quoted. The ESV text may be quoted for audio use (audio cassettes, CDs, audio television) up to two hundred fifty (250) verses without express written permission of the publisher provided that the verses quoted do not amount to a complete book of the Bible nor do the verses quoted account for 50 percent or more of the total text of the work in which they are quoted.

Notice of copyright must appear as follows on the title page or copyright page of printed works quoting from the ESV, or in a corresponding location when the ESV is quoted in other media:

“Scripture quotations are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.”

When more than one translation is quoted in printed works or other media, the foregoing notice of copyright should begin as follows:

“Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from . . . [etc.]”; or, “Scripture quotations marked (ESV) are from . . . [etc.].”

“ESV,” the “English Standard Version,” the “Global Study Bible,” and the ESV logo are registered trademarks of Crossway, registered in the United States of America. Use of any of these trademarks requires the prior permission of Crossway.

When quotations from the ESV text are used in non-saleable print and digital media, such as church bulletins, orders of service, posters, transparencies, or similar media, a complete copyright notice is not required, but the initials (ESV) must appear at the end of the quotation. Publication of any commentary or other Bible reference work produced for commercial sale that uses the English Standard Version (ESV) must include written permission for use of the ESV text. Permission requests that exceed the above guidelines must be directed to Crossway, Attn: Bible Rights, 1300 Crescent Street, Wheaton, IL 60187, USA. Permission requests for use of the anglicized ESV Bible text that exceed the above guidelines must be directed to: HarperCollins Religious, 77-85 Fulham Palace Road, Hammersmith, London W6 8JB, England.

The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV) is adapted from the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. All rights reserved.

All italics in quotations of Scripture have been added by the authors.

The ESV Global Study Bible is based on the ESV Student Study Bible, copyright © 2011 Crossway, and on the ESV Study Bible, copyright © 2008 Crossway.

Supplemental material: Study notes, maps, illustrations, introductions, articles, charts, tables, timelines, descriptions, glossary, concordance, and all other materials included in the ESV Global Study Bible (unless otherwise indicated), copyright © 2008, 2011, and 2012 Crossway. Cross-reference system (as adapted) copyright © 2001 Crossway. The ESV Cross-Reference System is adapted from the original English Revised Version cross-reference system.

Study notes on Malachi adapted from Gordon P. Hugenberger, “Malachi,” in New Bible Commentary, ed. Wenham, et al. © 1953, 1954, 1970, 1994 Universities and Colleges Fellowship. Used with permission of InterVarsity Press. Outline for Romans, Thomas R. Schreiner, Romans, Baker Exegetical Commentary (Baker, 1998), used with permission.

Charts and diagrams: Ezekiel’s Temple Vision, adapted with permission from H. F. Fuhs, Ezechiel II 25–48 (Echter Verlag, 1988). The 70 Weeks of Daniel 9, adapted with permission by Lee Irons www.upper-register.typepad.com, from Meredith G. Kline’s lectures “Prophetical Books,” Westminster Seminary California, 1995. The Twelve Apostles, © Robert M. Bowman Jr., used with permission. Harmony of the Events of Holy Week, compiled with reference to Michael J. Wilkins, Matthew, NIV Application Commentary (Zondervan, 2004); and Steven L. Cox and Kendell H. Easley, eds., Harmony of the Gospels (Holman, 2007). The Work of the Trinity, adapted with permission from James M. Hamilton Jr., God’s Indwelling Presence (Broadman & Holman, 2006). Spectrum of Early Beliefs about How Christians Should Relate to the Law of Moses, adapted with permission from D. A. Carson, Love in Hard Places (Crossway, 2002). Pages God and Christ as “Our Savior” in Titus and Doxologies to God and the Lamb, adapted with permission from Robert M. Bowman Jr. and J. Ed Komoszewski, Putting Jesus in His Place (Kregel, 2007). The “Bookends” of Biblical Theology, © Bernard Bell, adapted with permission.

Library of Congress Catalog Card Number 2012026417

Published by Crossway
Wheaton, Illinois 60187, U.S.A.
www.Crossway.org

Crossway is a not-for-profit publishing ministry that exists solely for the purpose of publishing the Good News of the Gospel and the Truth of God’s Word, the Bible. A portion of the purchase price of every ESV Bible is donated to help support Bible distribution ministry around the world.

The ESV Bible is free online and on mobile devices everywhere worldwide, including a selection of free Bible study resources, at www.ESVBible.org.





	


Foreword

Global Purpose

The ESV Global Study Bible was created to help people know and understand the Bible—that is, to help people everywhere around the globe encounter the timeless truth of the Bible and experience its life-changing meaning.

Global Audience

The Global Study Bible was created for every English-speaking person in the world who wants to know more about the Bible. In the coming years, Crossway also plans to provide the Global Study Bible in many more languages. But until these editions become available, the Global Study Bible seeks to serve the following two primary groups of English-speaking Christians.

First, “Global Christians” throughout North America and the Western world—people who have a passion to live out the teaching of the Bible and the gospel in their own communities and around the globe.

Second, “Global Christians” in every corner of the world where English is read or spoken either as a first or a second language—especially in places where few Bible study resources are available. To reach this global audience at the lowest possible cost, the Global Study Bible is being produced in Asia and other parts of the world—wherever the lowest manufacturing costs can be obtained.

The Global Study Bible is also being provided free online to everyone who purchases a print edition, and free online to a million people worldwide—wherever the demand and need for Bible study resources is greatest.

Global Content and Features

The ESV Global Study Bible uses the highly regarded English Standard Version Bible as its starting point. Building on the 768,000 words of the ESV Bible text, the Global Study Bible provides notes, articles, and other study material comprising an additional 759,000 words of explanation and teaching. The result is a comprehensive resource equivalent in scope to a 12-volume Bible study library, all in one volume.

The Global Study Bible features include 12,000 study notes, 900 highlighted Bible facts, 80,000 cross-references, 120 Bible character profiles, 120 duotone maps, charts, and illustrations, an extensive concordance, and a glossary of key terms. In addition to this, each book of the Bible includes a “Global Message” introduction, indicating the global significance of each book for the story line of the Bible and the message of the gospel, culminating in Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world.

The result is an exceptional resource, with more than 1950 pages of highly accessible Bible text and study resources—to enable people everywhere to encounter the Bible and discover for themselves its relevance for time and eternity.

Global Team of Contributors

To accomplish this purpose, the ESV Global Study Bible was seven years in the making. The editorial team included more than 120 outstanding Bible scholars, teachers, and pastors. The team of contributors came from more than a dozen countries, more than 20 denominations, and more than 50 colleges, universities, and seminaries around the globe.

Given the international vision of this Study Bible, supplemental articles by key Christian scholars and leaders from around the world have been included, with Dr. Ajith Fernando of Sri Lanka serving as the Global Editor. See below for a list of those contributors.

Free Global Access

The ESV Global Study Bible is available free online to at least one million people worldwide. First, everyone who purchases a print edition will receive free online access to the Online Global Study Bible. But in addition to this, Crossway will also make a second copy available free online to another global Christian, wherever the demand and need is greatest, anywhere in the world.

Every free Online Global Study Bible is integrated with the ESVBible.org website and is available anywhere that there is an Internet connection—online, on tablets, and on mobile devices everywhere. The ESVBible.org platform also gives users access to the full ESV Bible text, along with the ability to personally manage notes, highlight and share text, and obtain additional Bible resource modules.

Global Vision

The goal of the ESV Global Study Bible is, above all, to honor the Lord—in terms of its excellence, beauty, and value; in terms of helping people everywhere to understand and know the Bible, the gospel, and Jesus Christ; and in terms of addressing the life-and-death issues facing churches and people everywhere. Our urgent prayer, as the publisher of the Global Study Bible, is that many millions would come to know and love the gracious, merciful God of the Bible, through Jesus Christ his only Son, the Creator of all things and the Savior of the world.
 

To God alone be the glory,

Lane T. Dennis, Ph.D.
Crossway President
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Introduction: A User’s Guide to the Global Study Bible

Purpose

The ESV Global Study Bible is based on the highly acclaimed original ESV Study Bible, first published in 2008. Study notes have been condensed and new supplementary features have been added to provide a concise but nonetheless extensive resource for people everywhere in the world, who want to know and understand the Bible.

The ESV Global Study Bible was created to help people understand the Bible in a deeper way—that is, to encounter the timeless truth of God’s Word as a powerful, compelling, life-changing reality. It combines the best and most recent evangelical scholarship with the ESV Bible text, which, as an “essentially literal” translation, is especially suited for Bible study.

The purpose of the ESV Global Study Bible is first and foremost to honor the Lord: (1) in terms of the excellence, beauty, and accuracy of its content and design, and (2) in terms of helping people come to a fuller understanding of the Bible, of the gospel, and of Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. (For a complete list of contributors to the ESV Global Study Bible, see Contributors to The ESV Global Study Bible.) 

Divine Words and Merely Human Words

The ESV Global Study Bible contains two kinds of words. First, there are the actual words of the Bible—the very words of God to us. These are printed in the larger font at the top of each page. Second, there are the study notes—merely human words. These are printed in the smaller font at the bottom of each page. The difference in font sizes serves to remind readers that the words of the Bible itself are infinitely more valuable than the words of the notes. The words of the Bible are the words of our Creator speaking to us. They are completely truthful (Ps. 119:160; Prov. 30:5; Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:18); they are pure (Ps. 12:6); they are powerful (Jer. 23:29; Heb. 4:12; 1 Pet. 1:23); and they are wise and righteous (Ps. 19:7–11). God’s people should read these words with reverence and awe (Deut. 28:58; Ps. 119:74; Isa. 66:2), and with joy and delight (Ps. 19:7–11; 119:14, 97, 103; Jer. 15:16). Through these words God gives us eternal life (John 6:68; 1 Pet. 1:23) and daily nourishes our spiritual lives in this present world (Deut. 32:46; Matt. 4:4). The words of the study notes are useful because they help to explain the words of the Bible, but they must never become a substitute for the Bible itself.

The best way to use a study Bible, therefore, is always to begin and end with the words of the Bible. We should always begin by reading the Bible’s actual words, seeking with our hearts and our minds to understand these words and apply them to our lives. Then, after starting with the words of the Bible itself, we can turn to the study notes and many other Bible study resources for information about the background to the text, for the meaning of puzzling words or phrases, and for connections to other parts of the Bible. These notes and resources have been prepared by godly teachers of the Bible and can be of great value as an aid to understanding the truth of God’s Word to us as revealed in the words of Scripture. Finally, we should return again to the Bible itself, reading it with a new and deeper understanding, asking God to speak through his Word to our lives and to draw us near to himself.

The Understanding and Teaching of God’s Word

The ESV Global Study Bible carries forward a centuries-old tradition of “explaining,” “expounding,” or “teaching” the Word of God. This process of teaching God’s Word is found even within the Bible itself. For example, when Moses spoke the words of Deuteronomy to the people of Israel, he told them, “You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise” (Deut. 6:7). Similarly, when Ezra and the Levites read the Book of the Law to the exiles who had returned from Babylon, they “helped the people to understand . . . and they gave the sense, so that the people understood . . .” (Neh. 8:7–8). In the early church, Philip was sent to the Ethiopian eunuch to help him understand what he was reading from Isaiah (Acts 8:26–40). And the apostle Paul, in city after city, spent his time “teaching the word of God” (Acts 18:11; compare 15:35; 20:20, 27). Likewise, throughout the history of the church, God has raised up people to teach the Word (see 1 Cor. 12:28; Eph. 4:11).

The ESV Global Study Bible stands within this tradition and was created specifically to provide explanation and teaching—to help people come to a better understanding of God’s Word and the gospel, and to provide a resource for the edification and strengthening of God’s people.

Doctrinal Perspective

The doctrinal perspective of the ESV Global Study Bible is that of classic evangelical orthodoxy, in the historic stream of the Reformation. The notes are written from the perspective of confidence in the complete truthfulness of the Bible. In passages where errors or contradictions have been alleged, possible solutions to these challenges have been proposed. At times the notes also summarize interpretations that are inconsistent with classic evangelical orthodoxy, indicating how and why such views are in conflict with Scripture. Within that broad tradition of evangelical orthodoxy, the notes have sought to represent fairly the various evangelical positions on disputed topics such as baptism, the Lord’s Supper, spiritual gifts, the future of ethnic Israel, and questions concerning the millennium and other events connected with the time of Christ’s return.

Special Features of the ESV Global Study Bible

As mentioned, the ESV Global Study Bible is built upon study notes carefully condensed from the 2008 original ESV Study Bible. More specifically, the notes have been reduced to about half their original length to highlight the core insights in each text and to provide a concise survey of the Bible. Other features of this new Global Study Bible include:

An essential theological “Overview of the Bible,” supplemented by more specific theological introductions to the Old and New Testaments.

Timelines of the Old and New Testaments as well as “snapshot” timelines for each Bible book.

Brief introductions and basic outlines for each Bible book, along with a “Global Message” applying the teachings of that book to the church around the world today.

Nine hundred “FACT” boxes offering helpful insights into Bible truths and interesting observations about life in ancient times.

Profiles of key people in the story of the Bible.

Charts and diagrams giving visual summaries of important concepts.

Carefully researched illustrations, created specifically for the original ESV Study Bible, showing important biblical structures, cities, and objects in precise, accurate detail.

More than 100 maps highlighting key events and placing each Bible book in its geographical and historical setting.

Articles on topics such as the plan of salvation, the nature of the church, and the key issues of biblical doctrine and ethical teachings, written for readers of all ages.

A glossary of more than 300 important words and phrases.

Finally, a special supplement of 15 full-color maps. All maps were created with the latest satellite imagery, digital technology, and cartographic techniques.

Cross-Reference System and Concordance

The ESV Global Study Bible includes 80,000 cross-references and an extensive concordance, which together encourage easy location of important words, passages, and biblical themes. There are several kinds of cross-references. References to specific words or phrases appear as, e.g., “ver. 7” (within the same chapter), “ch. 9:6” (within the same book), or “Heb. 4:2.” Brackets (e.g., “[ch. 9:6]”) denote passages with a similar theme. “See” denotes less direct references (e.g., “See Jn. 8:26”). “Cited” denotes passages quoted in or from other parts of Scripture. “(Heb.)” or “(Gk.)” indicates that the similarity of a cross-referenced passage is clearer in the original Hebrew or Greek than in English.

The ESV Online Study Bible

The ESV Global Study Bible is being published simultaneously in print form and online. The online edition is available free to all who purchase a copy of the print edition. The online edition includes additional features, such as the ability (1) to create personal online notes; (2) to search and follow interactive links between notes, maps, articles, charts, timelines, illustrations, and cross-references; (3) to listen to audio recordings of the ESV; (4) as well as additional resources not included in the print edition. (For information on accessing the online edition, go to www.ESVBible.org.)

The ESV Bible and the ESV Global Study Bible

Lastly, as noted above, the ESV Global Study Bible uses the “essentially literal” ESV (English Standard Version) Bible translation as the foundational text for creating the study Bible notes and other features. Emphasizing word-for-word accuracy, literary excellence, and depth of meaning, the ESV Bible is especially suited to be the basic text for a study Bible. First published in 2001, the ESV Bible translation work involved more than 100 Bible scholars and advisors, including: (1) the 14-member Translation Oversight Committee; (2) more than 50 leading Bible Scholars; and (3) a 50-plus-member Advisory Council—all of whom are committed to historic Christian orthodoxy. Many of the ESV translation team also participated in the creation of the original ESV Study Bible on which this Global Study Bible is based. The ESV Bible is available worldwide in more than 150 editions and bindings. (For more information, go to www.ESVBible.org.)

Goal and Vision

As stated above, the goal and vision of the ESV Global Study Bible is to honor the Lord and his Word in terms of the excellence, beauty, and accuracy of its content and design, and in terms of helping people come to a deeper understanding of the Bible, of the gospel, and of Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. Because Crossway is a not-for-profit publishing ministry, all receipts from the ESV Global Study Bible are used to further the support of this goal and vision.

We are very aware, however, that anything we do will always be less than perfect and subject to error. Yet we know that God still uses imperfect and inadequate things to his honor and praise. And so to our triune God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), and to his people, we offer our work of creating and publishing the ESV Global Study Bible—with the prayer that our Lord would guard and protect from any error or deficiency that may unintentionally be in these pages; and with the prayer that by God’s grace the ESV Global Study Bible may prove useful in bringing many to Christ and for the building up of his church worldwide, for this generation, for generations to come, and for eternity.

 
Soli Deo Gloria!—To God alone be the glory!

 
Dr. J. I. Packer

Theological Editor

 
Dr. Wayne Grudem

General Editor

 
Dr. Lane T. Dennis

Executive Editor

 
Dr. Ajith Fernando

Global Editor
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Preface

To the English Standard Version

The Bible

“This Book [is] the most valuable thing that this world affords. Here is Wisdom; this is the royal Law; these are the lively Oracles of God.” With these words the Moderator of the Church of Scotland hands a Bible to the new monarch in Britain’s coronation service. These words echo the King James Bible translators, who wrote in 1611: “God’s sacred Word . . . is that inestimable treasure that excelleth all the riches of the earth.” This assessment of the Bible is the motivating force behind the publication of the English Standard Version.

Translation Legacy

The English Standard Version (ESV) stands in the classic mainstream of English Bible translations over the past half-millennium. The fountainhead of that stream was William Tyndale’s New Testament of 1526; marking its course were the King James Version of 1611 (KJV), the English Revised Version of 1885 (RV), the American Standard Version of 1901 (ASV), and the Revised Standard Version of 1952 and 1971 (RSV). In that stream, faithfulness to the text and vigorous pursuit of accuracy were combined with simplicity, beauty, and dignity of expression. Our goal has been to carry forward this legacy for a new century.

To this end each word and phrase in the ESV has been carefully weighed against the original Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek, to ensure the fullest accuracy and clarity and to avoid under-translating or overlooking any nuance of the original text. The words and phrases themselves grow out of the Tyndale–King James legacy, and most recently out of the RSV, with the 1971 RSV text providing the starting point for our work. Archaic language has been brought to current usage and significant corrections have been made in the translation of key texts. But throughout, our goal has been to retain the depth of meaning and enduring language that have made their indelible mark on the English-speaking world and have defined the life and doctrine of the church over the last four centuries.

Translation Philosophy

The ESV is an “essentially literal” translation that seeks as far as possible to capture the precise wording of the original text and the personal style of each Bible writer. As such, its emphasis is on “word-for-word” correspondence, at the same time taking into account differences of grammar, syntax, and idiom between current literary English and the original languages. Thus it seeks to be transparent to the original text, letting the reader see as directly as possible the structure and meaning of the original.

In contrast to the ESV, some Bible versions have followed a “thought-for-thought” rather than “word-for-word” translation philosophy, emphasizing “dynamic equivalence” rather than the “essentially literal” meaning of the original. A “thought-for-thought” translation is of necessity more inclined to reflect the interpretive opinions of the translator and the influences of contemporary culture.

Every translation is at many points a trade-off between literal precision and readability, between “formal equivalence” in expression and “functional equivalence” in communication, and the ESV is no exception. Within this framework we have sought to be “as literal as possible” while maintaining clarity of expression and literary excellence. Therefore, to the extent that plain English permits and the meaning in each case allows, we have sought to use the same English word for important recurring words in the original; and, as far as grammar and syntax allow, we have rendered Old Testament passages cited in the New in ways that show their correspondence. Thus in each of these areas, as well as throughout the Bible as a whole, we have sought to capture the echoes and overtones of meaning that are so abundantly present in the original texts.

As an essentially literal translation, then, the ESV seeks to carry over every possible nuance of meaning in the original words of Scripture into our own language. As such, the ESV is ideally suited for in-depth study of the Bible. Indeed, with its emphasis on literary excellence, the ESV is equally suited for public reading and preaching, for private reading and reflection, for both academic and devotional study, and for Scripture memorization.

Translation Principles and Style

The ESV also carries forward classic translation principles in its literary style. Accordingly it retains theological terminology—words such as grace, faith, justification, sanctification, redemption, regeneration, reconciliation, propitiation—because of their central importance for Christian doctrine and also because the underlying Greek words were already becoming key words and technical terms in New Testament times.

The ESV lets the stylistic variety of the biblical writers fully express itself—from the exalted prose that opens Genesis, to the flowing narratives of the historical books, to the rich metaphors and dramatic imagery of the poetic books, to the ringing rhetorical indictments in the prophetic books, to the smooth elegance of Luke, to the profound simplicities of John, and the closely reasoned logic of Paul.

In punctuating, paragraphing, dividing long sentences, and rendering connectives, the ESV follows the path that seems to make the ongoing flow of thought clearest in English. The biblical languages regularly connect sentences by frequent repetition of words such as “and,” “but,” and “for,” in a way that goes beyond the conventions of literary English. Effective translation, however, requires that these links in the original be reproduced so that the flow of the argument will be transparent to the reader. We have therefore normally translated these connectives, though occasionally we have varied the rendering by using alternatives (such as “also,” “however,” “now,” “so,” “then,” or “thus”) when they better capture the sense in specific instances.

In the area of gender language, the goal of the ESV is to render literally what is in the original. For example, “anyone” replaces “any man” where there is no word corresponding to “man” in the original languages, and “people” rather than “men” is regularly used where the original languages refer to both men and women. But the words “man” and “men” are retained where a male meaning component is part of the original Greek or Hebrew. Likewise, the word “man” has been retained where the original text intends to convey a clear contrast between “God” on the one hand and “man” on the other hand, with “man” being used in the collective sense of the whole human race (see Luke 2:52). Similarly, the English word “brothers” (translating the Greek word adelphoi) is retained as an important familial form of address between fellow-Jews and fellow-Christians in the first century. A recurring note is included to indicate that the term “brothers” (adelphoi) was often used in Greek to refer to both men and women, and to indicate the specific instances in the text where this is the case. In addition, the English word “sons” (translating the Greek word huioi) is retained in specific instances because the underlying Greek term usually includes a male meaning component and it was used as a legal term in the adoption and inheritance laws of first-century Rome. As used by the apostle Paul, this term refers to the status of all Christians, both men and women, who, having been adopted into God’s family, now enjoy all the privileges, obligations, and inheritance rights of God’s children.

The inclusive use of the generic “he” has also regularly been retained, because this is consistent with similar usage in the original languages and because an essentially literal translation would be impossible without it.

In each case the objective has been transparency to the original text, allowing the reader to understand the original on its own terms rather than on the terms of our present-day culture.

The Translation of Specialized Terms

In the translation of biblical terms referring to God, the ESV takes great care to convey the specific nuances of meaning of the original Hebrew and Greek terms. First, concerning terms that refer to God in the Old Testament: God, the Maker of heaven and earth, introduced himself to the people of Israel with a special personal name, the consonants for which are YHWH (see Exodus 3:14–15). Scholars call this the “Tetragrammaton,” a Greek term referring to the four Hebrew letters YHWH. The exact pronunciation of YHWH is uncertain, because the Jewish people considered the personal name of God to be so holy that it should never be spoken aloud. Instead of reading the word YHWH, they would normally read the Hebrew word ’adonay (“Lord”), and the ancient translations into Greek, Syriac, and Aramaic also followed this practice. When the vowels of the word ’adonay are placed with the consonants of YHWH, this results in the familiar word Jehovah that was used in some earlier English Bible translations. As is common among English translations today, the ESV usually renders the personal name of God (YHWH) with the word Lord (printed in small capitals). An exception to this is when the Hebrew word ’adonay appears together with YHWH, in which case the two words are rendered together as “the Lord [in lower case] God [in small capitals].” In contrast to the personal name for God (YHWH), the more general name for God in Old Testament Hebrew is ’elohim and its related forms of ’el or ’eloah, all of which are normally translated “God” (in lower case letters). The use of these different ways to translate the Hebrew words for God is especially beneficial to the English reader, enabling the reader to see and understand the different ways that the personal name and the general name for God are both used to refer to the One True God of the Old Testament.

Second, in the New Testament, the Greek word Christos has been translated consistently as “Christ.” Although the term originally meant “anointed,” among Jews in New Testament times the term came to designate the Messiah, the great Savior that God had promised to raise up. In other New Testament contexts, however, especially among Gentiles, Christos (“Christ”) was on its way to becoming a proper name. It is important, therefore, to keep the context in mind in understanding the various ways that Christos (“Christ”) is used in the New Testament. At the same time, in accord with its “essentially literal” translation philosophy, the ESV has retained consistency and concordance in the translation of Christos (“Christ”) throughout the New Testament.

Third, a particular difficulty is presented when words in biblical Hebrew and Greek refer to ancient practices and institutions that do not correspond directly to those in the modern world. Such is the case in the translation of ‘ebed (Hebrew) and doulos (Greek), terms which are often rendered “slave.” These terms, however, actually cover a range of relationships that require a range of renderings — either “slave,” “bondservant,” or “servant” — depending on the context. Further, the word “slave” currently carries associations with the often brutal and dehumanizing institution of slavery in nineteenth-century America. For this reason, the ESV translation of the words ‘ebed and doulos has been undertaken with particular attention to their meaning in each specific context. Thus in Old Testament times, one might enter slavery either voluntarily (e.g., to escape poverty or to pay off a debt) or involuntarily (e.g., by birth, by being captured in battle, or by judicial sentence). Protection for all in servitude in ancient Israel was provided by the Mosaic Law. In New Testament times, a doulos is often best described as a “bondservant” — that is, as someone bound to serve his master for a specific (usually lengthy) period of time, but also as someone who might nevertheless own property, achieve social advancement, and even be released or purchase his freedom. The ESV usage thus seeks to express the nuance of meaning in each context. Where absolute ownership by a master is in view (as in Romans 6), “slave” is used; where a more limited form of servitude is in view, “bondservant” is used (as in 1 Corinthians 7:21–24); where the context indicates a wide range of freedom (as in John 4:51), “servant” is preferred. Footnotes are generally provided to identify the Hebrew or Greek and the range of meaning that these terms may carry in each case.

Fourth, it is sometimes suggested that Bible translations should capitalize pronouns referring to deity. It has seemed best not to capitalize deity pronouns in the ESV, however, for the following reasons: first, there is nothing in the original Hebrew and Greek manuscripts that corresponds to such capitalization; second, the practice of capitalizing deity pronouns in English Bible translations is a recent innovation, which began only in the mid-twentieth century; and, third, such capitalization is absent from the KJV Bible and the whole stream of Bible translations that the ESV seeks to carry forward.

A fifth specialized term, the word “behold,” usually has been retained as the most common translation for the Hebrew word hinneh and the Greek word idou. Both of these words mean something like “Pay careful attention to what follows! This is important!” Other than the word “behold,” there is no single word in English that fits well in most contexts. Although “Look!” and “See!” and “Listen!” would be workable in some contexts, in many others these words lack sufficient weight and dignity. Given the principles of “essentially literal” translation, it is important not to leave hinneh and idou completely untranslated, and so to lose the intended emphasis in the original languages. The older and more formal word “behold” has usually been retained, therefore, as the best available option for conveying the original sense of meaning.

Textual Basis and Resources

The ESV is based on the Masoretic text of the Hebrew Bible as found in Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia (2nd ed., 1983), and on the Greek text in the 1993 editions of the Greek New Testament (4th corrected ed.), published by the United Bible Societies (UBS), and Novum Testamentum Graece (27th ed.), edited by Nestle and Aland. The currently renewed respect among Old Testament scholars for the Masoretic text is reflected in the ESV’s attempt, wherever possible, to translate difficult Hebrew passages as they stand in the Masoretic text rather than resorting to emendations or to finding an alternative reading in the ancient versions. In exceptional, difficult cases, the Dead Sea Scrolls, the Septuagint, the Samaritan Pentateuch, the Syriac Peshitta, the Latin Vulgate, and other sources were consulted to shed possible light on the text, or, if necessary, to support a divergence from the Masoretic text. Similarly, in a few difficult cases in the New Testament, the ESV has followed a Greek text different from the text given preference in the UBS/Nestle-Aland 27th edition. Throughout, the translation team has benefited greatly from the massive textual resources that have become readily available recently, from new insights into biblical laws and culture, and from current advances in Hebrew and Greek lexicography and grammatical understanding.

Textual Footnotes

The footnotes that accompany the ESV text are an integral part of the ESV translation, informing the reader of textual variations and difficulties and showing how these have been resolved by the ESV translation team. In addition to this, the footnotes indicate significant alternative readings and occasionally provide an explanation for technical terms or for a difficult reading in the text.

Publishing Team

The ESV publishing team includes more than a hundred people. The fourteen-member Translation Oversight Committee has benefited from the work of more than fifty biblical experts serving as Translation Review Scholars and from the comments of the more than fifty members of the Advisory Council, all of which has been carried out under the auspices of the Crossway Board of Directors. This hundred-plus-member team shares a common commitment to the truth of God’s Word and to historic Christian orthodoxy and is international in scope, including leaders in many denominations.

To God’s Honor and Praise

We know that no Bible translation is perfect or final; but we also know that God uses imperfect and inadequate things to his honor and praise. So to our triune God and to his people we offer what we have done, with our prayers that it may prove useful, with gratitude for much help given, and with ongoing wonder that our God should ever have entrusted to us so momentous a task.

 

Soli Deo Gloria!—To God alone be the glory!

 
The Translation Oversight Committee*



*A complete list of the Translation Oversight Committee, the Translation Review Scholars, and the Advisory Council, is available upon request from Crossway.



	


Overview of the Bible

How does the Bible as a whole fit together? The events recorded in the Bible took place over a span of thousands of years and in several different cultural settings. What is their unifying thread?

One unifying thread in the Bible is its divine authorship. Every book of the Bible is God’s word. The events recorded in the Bible are there because God wanted them to be recorded, and he had them recorded with his people and their instruction in mind: “For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope” (Rom. 15:4).

God’s Plan for History

God also has a unified plan for history (Eph. 1:10, 12). The work of Christ on earth, especially his crucifixion and resurrection, is the climax of history. It is the great turning point. The present era looks back on Christ’s completed work but also forward to the consummation of his work when he will come again in the new heavens and earth.

God’s Promises and Predictions

The Old Testament directly points forward to Christ through promises of God’s salvation. God gave some specific promises in the Old Testament relating to the coming of Christ as the Messiah, the Savior in the line of David. But God often gives more general promises concerning a future great day of salvation, without spelling out all the details of how he will accomplish it. Sometimes the promises take explicit form (e.g., the coming of the Messiah), and sometimes they take symbolic form (e.g., the animal sacrifices). All of the Old Testament promises find their “yes” in Jesus (2 Cor. 1:20).

God’s Warnings and Curses

God’s relation to people also includes warnings, threatenings, and cursings, which anticipate and point forward to Christ in two distinct ways. First, Christ is the Lamb of God who bore the curse of sin on the cross (John 1:29; 2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 3:13; 1 Pet. 2:24). Every instance of the wrath of God against sin, and his punishment of sin, looks forward to the wrath that was poured out on Christ on the cross. Second, Christ will wage war against sin and exterminate it at his second coming. All earlier judgments against sin anticipate the final judgment. 

God’s Covenant Commitment and Instruction

The promises of God in the Old Testament come in the context not only of God’s commitment to his people but also of instruction about the people’s commitment and obligations to God. When God makes a covenant with man, God is the sovereign, so he specifies the obligations on both sides. “I will be their God” is the fundamental obligation on God’s side, while “they shall be my people” is the fundamental obligation on the human side. 

For example, in the first call of Abram (Gen. 12:1-2) God’s commitment takes the form of promises, blessings, and curses. The promises and blessings point forward to Christ, who is the fulfillment of the promises and the source of final blessings. The curses point forward to Christ both in his bearing the curse and in his execution of judgment and curse against sin, especially at the second coming.

Christ fulfilled the obligations of God’s covenants through perfect obedience (Heb. 5:8), receiving the reward of obedience in his resurrection and ascension (Phil. 2:9–10). By dealing with God’s wrath against sin, Christ reconciled believers to God, bringing about the intimacy with God that all of the Old Testament covenants anticipated. 

Christ Is the Offspring of Abraham and the Last Adam

God’s promises to Abraham were the foundation for the nation of Israel. Abraham was obligated to walk blamelessly before God (Gen. 17:1). But only Christ is without sin (Heb. 4:15), making him the ultimate offspring to whom the other offspring all point (Gal. 3:16). Through Christ, believers are united to him and thereby themselves become “Abraham’s offspring” (Gal. 3:29). Believers, Jews and Gentiles alike, become heirs to the promises of God made to Abraham and his offspring (Gal. 3:28–29).

Christ is not only the offspring of Abraham, but—reaching back farther in time to an earlier promise of God—the offspring of the woman: “I will put enmity between you [the serpent] and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15). The conquest over the serpent, and therefore the conquest of evil and the reversal of its effects, is to take place through the offspring of the woman. One can trace this offspring down from Eve through Seth and his godly descendants, through Noah, and down to Abraham, where God’s promise takes the specific form of offspring for Abraham. Thus Christ is not only the offspring of Abraham but the last Adam (1 Cor. 15:45–49). Like Adam, he represents all who belong to him. And he reverses the effects of Adam’s fall.

Shadows, Prefigures, and “Types” of Christ

The Old Testament anticipates Christ the Savior by “shadows” and “types”—examples, symbols, pictures—of the things that were to come (see 1 Cor. 10:6, 11; Heb. 8:5). Animal sacrifices in the Old Testament prefigure the final sacrifice of Christ. The temple, as a dwelling place for God, prefigured Christ, who is the final “dwelling place” of God, and through whom God is with his people (Matt. 1:23; John 2:21). The Old Testament priests were types of Christ, the final high priest (Heb. 7:11–8:7).

The fulfillment of all these Old Testament shadows and types takes place preeminently in Christ (2 Cor. 1:20; Eph. 1:10). But in the New Testament those people who are “in Christ,” who place their trust in him and experience fellowship with his person and his blessings, receive the benefits of what he has accomplished. Therefore one can also find anticipations or “types” in the Old Testament that point forward to the New Testament church, the people in the New Testament who belong to Christ.

Some Old Testament symbols also may point forward especially to the consummation of salvation that takes place in the new heaven and the new earth yet to come (2 Pet. 3:13; Rev. 21:1–22:5). Old Testament Jerusalem prefigured the new Jerusalem that will come “down out of heaven from God” (Rev. 21:2).

Christ Is the Mediator

Sinful man needs a mediator who will approach God on his behalf. Jesus Christ, who is both God and man, and who is innocent of sin, is the only one who can mediate (1 Tim. 2:5–6) and the only one who can save (Acts 4:12). 

All the instances of salvation and mediation in the Old Testament prefigure Christ. Prophets bring God’s word to his people. Godly kings bring God’s rule to bear on the people. Priests represent the people in coming before God’s presence. Christ is the prophet, king, and priest who fulfills all three functions in a final way (Heb. 1:1–3).

We can also look at wise men, who bring God’s wisdom to others; warriors, who bring God’s deliverance from enemies; and singers, who bring praise to God on behalf of the people and speak of God to the people. Covenants bring God’s word to the people. The temple brings God’s presence to the people. Animal sacrifices bring God’s forgiveness to the people. In reading the Bible, we should look for ways in which God brings his word and his presence to people through the means he establishes. All these means perform a mediatorial role, and because there is only one mediator, clearly they all point to Christ.



	


Old Testament

Theology and Key Dates

The Essential Components of the Old Testament Story

The Old Testament can be understood as an unfolding story with a number of basic components:

(1) Monotheism. There is only one true God, who made and rules heaven and earth and all mankind. The Old Testament invites Israel to commit themselves to him in exclusive loyalty and love (Deut. 6:4–9).

(2) Creation and fall. The one Creator God made Adam and Eve with dignity and purpose, calling them to live faithfully to God and to spread the blessings of Eden throughout the earth. Because they betrayed God’s purpose, all people since the fall are beset with sins and weaknesses that only God’s grace can redeem and heal.

(3) Election and covenant. The one true God chose a people for himself and bound himself to them by his covenant (Ex. 19:4–6; Deut. 7:6–11). This covenant expressed God’s intention to save the people, and through them to bring light to the rest of the world, in order to restore all things to their proper functioning in the world God made. The land of Israel was to be a kind of reconstituted Eden, which would flourish as the people’s faithfulness flourished (or languish if the people were unfaithful). God’s covenants generally involve one person who represents the whole people (e.g., Adam, Noah, Abraham, David); the rest of the people experience the covenant by virtue of their inclusion in the community represented. The covenant representative was required to embody the ideal of covenant faithfulness as a model for those on whose behalf he had acted.

(4) Covenant membership. In his covenant, God offers his grace to his people: the forgiveness of their sins, the shaping of their lives in this world to reflect his own glory, and a part to play in bringing light to the Gentiles. The faithful are those covenant members who lay hold of this grace from the heart, enjoying the full benefits of God’s love. Judgments upon the whole people often come because too many of them have been unfaithful; these judgments do not bring the story of God’s people to an end but serve rather to purify and chasten that people (often by removing unbelieving members).

(5) Eschatology. The story of God’s people is headed toward a glorious future in which all kinds of people will come to know the Lord and join his people. The promise of a lasting dynasty for David (2 Sam. 7:16) becomes the expectation that a final heir of his line will one day arise, take his Davidic throne, and lead his people in the great task of bringing light to the Gentiles.

The Parts of the Old Testament in Relation to the Story

The Old Testament is thus the story of the one true Creator God, who called the family of Abraham to be his remedy for the defilement that came into the world through the sin of Adam and Eve. God rescued Israel from slavery in Egypt in fulfillment of this plan, and established them as a theocracy for the sake of displaying his existence and character to the rest of the world. God sent his blessings and curses upon Israel in order to pursue that purpose. God never abandoned that purpose, even in the face of the most grievous unfaithfulness in Israel.

This overarching story serves as a grand narrative or worldview story for Israel: each member of the people was to see himself or herself as an heir of this story, with all its glory and shame; as a steward of the story, responsible to pass it on to the next generation; and as a participant, whose faithfulness could play a role, by God’s mysterious wisdom, in the story’s progress.

Some would say that we should read the entire Old Testament as a story. This does not help the reader, for the very obvious reason that not everything in the Old Testament is narrative or “story.” For example, there are laws (in the Pentateuch), whose purpose was to maintain order by guiding judges in what penalties to impose and by specifying the minimum standard of behavior necessary to preserve the theocracy; there is wisdom (in the books of Job, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes, as well as in the Psalms), which helps God’s people live well daily; there are songs (especially the Psalms) that the people of God should sing in corporate worship; there are poems (especially the Song of Solomon; compare Prov. 5:15–20) celebrating such wonders as romantic love; and lots more. Therefore it is better to speak of reading the parts of the Old Testament in relation to its overarching story. That is, we can see the parts in relation to the “Big Story” that unifies the whole. The Proverbs help people to live their little stories in such a way as to contribute to the Big Story. The Psalms—many of which explicitly recount parts of the Big Story—help people live as faithful members of the worshiping people of God. The Prophets keep recalling the Big Story, calling their audiences to live faithfully in its light. The Big Story tells us that God’s purpose is to restore our humanity to its proper function, and thus it reminds each person of the human nature he shares with every other human being, and of the duty and benefit of seeking the good of others. For example, enjoying the love of a faithful spouse is a way of experiencing renewed humanity—a way that displays God’s goodness to the rest of the world (as in the Song of Solomon).

All of these factors explain why it is possible for the New Testament authors both to say that the Sinai covenant is done away with and at the same time to affirm that this covenant includes principles that cannot pass away, because they are part of the larger story of which the Sinai covenant is one chapter.

The Old Testament as Christian Scripture

The Old Testament presents itself, then, as a story that is headed toward fulfillment. The Old Testament closes with both anxiety and hope under Persian rule (see Malachi). The New Testament authors, most of whom were Jewish Christians, saw themselves as heirs of the Old Testament story, and as authorized to describe its proper completion in the death and resurrection of Jesus and the messianic era that this ushered in. These authors viewed and used the Old Testament as Christian Scripture, and they urged their audiences (many of whom were Gentile Christians) to do the same. They saw the Old Testament as constituting the earlier chapters of the story in which Christians are now participating.

By understanding that there are earlier and later chapters in the story of God’s work for his people, we can see how the Old Testament era and the Christian era exhibit both continuity and discontinuity. The Old Testament had looked forward to an internationalized people of God, without explaining exactly how that would connect to the theocracy of Israel. The theocracy defined the people of God as predominantly coming from a particular ethnic group in a particular land; Gentile converts (“sojourners”) were protected (Ex. 12:49; 20:10; 22:21; Lev. 19:10) but could not be full-status members of the theocratic community. The New Testament abolishes the distinction (Eph. 2:19), because the theocracy as such is no longer in existence and many of its provisions are done away with (see Acts 10:34–35; Heb. 9:11–14). At the same time, the character of the one Creator God, and his interest in restoring the image of God in human beings, transcends the specific arrangements of the theocracy: hence the moral commands of God apply to Christians as they did to the faithful in Israel (see Rom. 13:8–10).

Old Testament Timeline and Calendar: An Overview of Key Dates

The following page provides a concise Old Testament timeline and overview. The dates (all B.C.) are either the exact year or a close approximation thereof, determined by correlating dates in the Bible with ancient Near Eastern sources (such as Assyrian accession lists, Babylonian king-lists, and Egyptian historical sources). Often dates can be further confirmed by ancient Assyrian and Babylonian documents which give narrative accounts of the same historical events, as recorded by those two countries. All of this adds great confidence and credibility to the truth and historicity of the Bible text itself.
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Author, Date, and Recipients

Traditionally, Moses is considered to have been the author of Genesis and the rest of the Pentateuch (see Num. 33:2; Deut. 31:24; John 5:46). Of course, Moses lived much later than the events of Genesis. Presumably, stories were passed down about those earlier events, and Moses brought them all together.

The first audience would have been the Israelites Moses led through the wilderness. For readers today, Genesis is an essential introduction to the rest of the Bible. It is rightly called the book of beginnings.

Theme

The theme of Genesis is creation, sin, and re-creation. God made the world very good, but first cursed it and then destroyed it in the flood because of man’s disobedience. The new world after the flood was also spoiled by human sin (ch. 11). God chose Abraham for a special purpose. Through his family, all nations would be blessed (12:1–3). God’s purpose will eventually be fulfilled through Abraham’s descendants (ch. 49).

Key Themes


	The Lord God commissions human beings to be his representatives on earth. They are to take care of the earth and govern the other creatures (1:1–2:25).

	Instead of acting as God’s representatives on earth, the first man and woman—Adam and Eve—listen to the serpent and follow his advice. Their disobedience has devastating results for all mankind and for the entire created world (3:1–24; 6:5–6).

	God graciously announces that Eve’s offspring will free humanity from the serpent’s control (3:15). Genesis then begins tracing the history of one family that will become the people of Israel. This family has a special relationship with God and will become a source of blessing to fallen humanity (12:1–3).

	As a result of Adam’s disobedience, his unique relationship with the ground degenerates, resulting in hard work and later in flood and famine. But the special family descending from Adam also brings relief from the difficulties (3:17–19; 5:29; 50:19–21).

	While Eve’s punishment centers on pain in bearing children (3:16), women play an essential role in continuing the unique family line. With God’s help, even barrenness is overcome (11:30; 21:1–7; 25:21; 38:1–30).

	The corruption of human nature causes families to be torn apart (4:1–16; 13:5–8; 25:22–23; 27:41–45; 37:2–35). Although Genesis shows the reality of family conflicts, individual members of the chosen family can also help resolve those conflicts (13:8–11; 33:1–11; 45:1–28; 50:15–21).

	The wicked are exiled from Eden and scattered throughout the earth (3:22–24; 4:12–16; 11:9), but God is kind to his chosen people and promises them a land of their own (12:1–2, 7; 15:7–21; 28:13–14; 50:24).

	God is prepared to destroy almost the entire human race because of its corruption (6:7, 11–12; 18:17–33), but he still wants his world to be populated by righteous people (1:28; 9:1; 15:1–5; 35:11).



Outline

	Primeval History (1:1–11:26)
	God’s creation and ordering of heaven and earth (1:1–2:3)

	Earth’s first people (2:4–4:26)

	Adam’s descendants (5:1–6:8)

	Noah’s descendants (6:9–9:29)

	The descendants of Noah’s sons (10:1–11:9)

	Shem’s descendants (11:10–26)




	Patriarchal History (11:27–50:26)
	Terah’s descendants (11:27–25:18)

	Isaac’s descendants (25:19–37:1)

	Jacob’s descendants (37:2–50:26)






The Near East at the Time of Genesis

c. 2000 B.C.

The book of Genesis describes events in the ancient Near East from the beginnings of civilization to the relocation of Jacob’s (Israel’s) family in Egypt. The stories of Genesis are set among some of the oldest nations in the world, including Egypt, Assyria, Babylonia, and Elam.
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The Global Message of Genesis

The Beginning of the Redemptive Story

The book of Genesis begins the story of God’s relationship with mankind, tells the sad story of how that relationship went very wrong, and outlines God’s promised solution to that crisis—a solution that would reach its glorious conclusion in Jesus Christ.

Genesis 1 introduces the central person of the biblical story line: God is the Creator-Father-King. God created the human race in his own image, as his royal sons and daughters to establish his kingdom on earth (Gen. 1:26–28). As humanity multiplied upon the earth, they were to establish it as God’s kingdom, in which the will of God was done on earth as it was in heaven. The intended outcome was that the Creator-King would dwell among a flourishing human community in a kind of paradise-kingdom. Heaven and earth would intersect, and God would be all in all. 

Despite the disastrous rebellion of the human race, this original intention for creation remains the goal of God’s cosmic restoration accomplished in Jesus Christ. The rest of redemptive history after the rebellion narrates and explains the unfolding of this cosmic restoration.

Mankind’s Rebellion

Genesis 3 recounts the crisis of redemptive history, consisting in mankind’s rebellion against God. Discontent with the role of ruling under God, Adam and Eve—enticed by Satan in the form of a serpent—grasp for equality with God. The outcome is disastrous. For their act of high treason, Adam and Eve are exiled from perfect fellowship with God in the garden of Eden and are barred from the tree of life. Sin and death enter the world. All of creation becomes enslaved to futility and corruption. Satan has successfully usurped mankind’s throne as ruler of the world (see Luke 4:5–6; John 12:31; 2 Cor. 4:4; Eph. 2:2).

God’s Judgment

Genesis 6 reports how mankind, created to fill the earth with the rule of God, fills it instead with violence (Gen. 6:11, 13). Originally created as “very good,” the earth now lies ruined because of sin (1:31; 6:12). God’s patience runs out and, in grief, he determines to destroy humanity together with the ruined earth (6:13). God reverses the creation process of Genesis 1 by opening creation’s floodgates above and below—to deluge the earth and return it to its pre-creation state of dark chaos (1:2). 

All life is extinguished, with the exception of a single family. Because of Noah’s righteousness, God preserves him and his family and a remnant of the animal world in a large boat. Then, the floods subside and Noah disembarks into a washed and clean new world. This is a new beginning. Although Noah subsequently fails, as Adam did before him, the redemptive pattern is set. God intends to fulfill his original creation intentions through a humanity led by a righteous head. Unlike Adam and Noah, however, the ultimate Adam, Jesus Christ, does in fact deliver a remnant by his righteousness, so that he and they together might rule over a holy, restored world (see Rom. 5:12–21, 8:18–30; 1 Cor. 15:20–28, 42–57). 

The Promise

Genesis 12:1–3 is God’s answer to the problem of mankind’s rebellion narrated in the book’s first eleven chapters. God promises Abraham a land, countless descendants, and that all the families of the earth will be blessed in him. Through Abraham’s descendants—Israel, and ultimately Israel’s royal king, Jesus—the Creator-King will reclaim his world. Blessing and life will overcome and swallow up the curse of Genesis 3. God is determined, by his grace, to restore humanity and the entire cosmos to the paradise it was in Eden.

Universal Themes in Genesis

The image of God. Genesis teaches that everyone on earth is created in the image of God (Gen. 1:26–27; 9:6). This means that we are created like God in certain ways—for example, in our ability to love, speak, create, and reason, as well as in our ability to form relationships with our fellow humans. The image of God is also seen in the way humans are to rule the earth, under God, who rules over all. Because every person is made in God’s image, every person is inherently valuable to God and is to be treated with dignity regardless of ethnicity, age, class status, or gender. 

Sin and the problem of the human heart. Genesis shows clearly that the fallen human heart is filled with sin. The reason God determined to destroy mankind in the flood was that “every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (Gen. 6:5). Despite experiencing God’s judgment in the flood, however, mankind fell again into sin (8:21). The flood, then, did not solve the problem of humanity’s sin and rebellion. Noah and his family passed the infection of sin on to their offspring and thus to all the nations of the earth. The world’s many expressions of rebellion against their Creator stem from the deeper, more fundamental problem of the fallen heart with its wayward desires. To fulfill his original intention for creation, God must find a way to forgive sin and to transform hard hearts with new desires. This divine mission would ultimately be fulfilled in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

The Global Message of Genesis for Today

Marriage and sexuality. The original intention for marriage was, and still is, a permanent marriage relationship between a man and a woman, with the gift of sexuality being expressed within the freedom of this exclusive relationship. This divine ideal, set forth in Genesis 2:18–24, still stands, despite the sordid stories that Genesis records of how far short humans fall from God’s plan. We read of Lamech’s bigamy (4:19–24), Sodom’s homosexual brutality (19:1–29), Jacob’s polygamy (chs. 29–30), Shechem’s rape (34:2), Reuben’s incest (35:22; 49:4), Judah’s prostitution (38:15–18), and the adulterous desires of Potiphar’s wife (39:6–12). Jesus Christ reaffirmed the Genesis 2 ideal in his teaching, providing instruction concerning divorce in the process (Mark 10:2–12).

Ethnicity and genocide. The “table of nations” in Genesis 10 traces all of the ethnic groups and peoples of the world to their common ancestors preserved on the ark (Noah and his family). It tells of the original genealogy of the entire world. The narrator’s use of a genealogy to describe humanity’s diverse ethnic, linguistic, and geographical complexity reveals that the human race is one massive extended family. Therefore ethnic arrogance, tribal wars, racism, and the atrocity of genocide—the murder of one group by another because of ethnic difference—are incomprehensible evils, since every person is related as family to every other person upon the earth. Because of humanity’s evil heart, however, only in Christ can such ethnic strife and racial injustice find their ultimate solution.

Environment. God commissioned humanity to manage the world as his stewards and not as selfish tyrants. Humanity must represent God and his character and his will, because God ultimately rules over the created order. The Creator-King is wise, loving, holy, compassionate, good, and just, and we must reflect his character in our attitude to environmental issues. We may harness and use the resources of the earth, but must not waste, abuse, or exploit them. Creation exists for God’s glory, and its beautiful interlocking ecosystems must be protected to fulfill this purpose. Moreover, humanity is utterly dependent upon the earth and its resources for life. For all these reasons, the preservation and stewardship of creation should be an urgent and significant priority for twenty-first century global Christians. 

	


  The Creation of the World

   GENESIS 1 [†]In the  a beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2[†]The earth was  b without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.

   3[†]And God said,  c “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

   6[†]And God said,  d “Let there be an expanse [1] in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7And God made [2] the expanse and  e separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were  f above the expanse. And it was so. 8And God called the expanse Heaven. [3] And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.

   9[†]And God said,  g “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, [4] and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.

   11And God said,  h “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants [5] yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 13And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

   14[†]And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them be for  i signs and for  j seasons, [6] and for days and years, 15and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16[†]And God  k made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18to  l rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

   20[†]And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds [7] fly above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.” 21[†]So  m God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22And God blessed them, saying,  n “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

   24[†]And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. 25And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.

   26[†]Then God said,  o “Let us make man [8] in our image,  p after our likeness. And  q let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

   27[†] So God created man in his own image,

  in the image of God he created him;

   r male and female he created them.

   28[†]And God blessed them. And God said to them,  s “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit.  t You shall have them for food. 30And  u to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31[†] v And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

  The Seventh Day, God Rests

   GENESIS 2 [†]Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and  w all the host of them. 2And  x on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation.

  The Creation of Man and Woman

   4[†]  y These are the generations

  of the heavens and the earth when they were created,

  in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens.

   5When no  z bush of the field [1] was yet in the land [2] and no small plant of the field had yet sprung up—for the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the land, and there was no man  a to work the ground, 6and a mist [3] was going up from the land and was watering the whole face of the ground— 7[†]then the LORD God formed the man of  b dust from the ground and  c breathed into his  d nostrils the breath of life, and  e the man became a living creature. 8[†]And the LORD God planted a  f garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed. 9And out of the ground the LORD God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food.  g The tree of life was in the midst of the garden,  h and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

   10[†]A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and became four rivers. 11The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one that flowed around the whole land of  i Havilah, where there is gold. 12And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. 13The name of the second river is the Gihon. It is the one that flowed around the whole land of Cush. 14And the name of the third river is the  j Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.

   15[†]The LORD God took the man  k and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 16And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17[†]but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil  l you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat [4] of it you  m shall surely die.”

   18[†]Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone;  n I will make him a helper fit for [5] him.” 19 o Now out of the ground the LORD God had formed [6] every beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and  p brought them to the man to see what he would call them. And whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. 20[†]The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field. But for Adam [7] there was not found a helper fit for him. 21So the LORD God caused a  q deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made [8] into a woman and brought her to the man. 23[†]Then the man said,

   “This at last is  r bone of my bones

  and flesh of my flesh;

  she shall be called Woman,

  because she was  s taken out of Man.” [9]

   24 t Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 25[†]And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.

  The Fall

   GENESIS 3 [†]Now  u the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made.

  He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You [1] shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2[†]And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3but God said,  v ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4[†] w But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6[†]So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, [2] she took of its fruit  x and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her,  y and he ate. 7 z Then the eyes of both were opened,  a and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.

   8And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool [3] of the day, and the man and his wife  b hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9[†]But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” [4] 10And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid,  c because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The man said,  d “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said,  e “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

   14[†]The LORD God said to the serpent,

   “Because you have done this,

  cursed are you above all livestock

  and above all beasts of the field;

  on your belly you shall go,

  and  f dust you shall eat

  all the days of your life.

  15[†] I will put enmity between you and the woman,

  and between your offspring [5] and  g her offspring;

   h he shall bruise your head,

  and you shall bruise his heel.”

   16[†]To the woman he said,

   “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing;

   i in pain you shall bring forth children.

   j Your desire shall be for [6] your husband,

  and he shall  k rule over you.”

   17[†]And to Adam he said,

   “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife

  and have eaten of the tree

   l of which I commanded you,

  ‘You shall not eat of it,’

   m cursed is the ground because of you;

   n in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;

  18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;

  and you shall eat the plants of the field.

  19[†] By the sweat of your face

  you shall eat bread,

  till you return to the ground,

  for out of it you were taken;

   o for you are dust,

  and  p to dust you shall return.”

   20[†]The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. [7] 21And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.

   22[†]Then the LORD God said,  q “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand  r and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever—” 23therefore the LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden  s to work the ground from which he was taken. 24He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the  t cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life.

  Cain and Abel

   GENESIS 4 Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten [1] a man with the help of the LORD.” 2[†]And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. 3In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of  u the fruit of the ground, 4and Abel also brought of  v the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the LORD  w had regard for Abel and his offering, 5but  x for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. 6[†]The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 7 y If you do well, will you not be accepted? [2] And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door.  z Its desire is for [3] you, but you must rule over it.”

   8Cain spoke to Abel his brother. [4] And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and  a killed him. 9[†]Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He said,  b “I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?” 10[†]And the LORD said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood  c is crying to me from the ground. 11And now  d you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12When you work the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” 13[†]Cain said to the LORD, “My  e punishment is greater than I can bear. [5] 14Behold,  f you have driven me today away from the ground, and  g from your face I shall be hidden. I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth,  h and whoever finds me will kill me.” 15Then the LORD said to him, “Not so! If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him  i sevenfold.” And the LORD  j put a mark on Cain, lest any who found him should attack him. 16Then Cain went away from the presence of the LORD and settled in the land of Nod, [6] east of Eden.

   17[†]Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch. When he built a city, he called the name of the city after the name of his son, Enoch. 18[†]To Enoch was born Irad, and Irad fathered Mehujael, and Mehujael fathered Methushael, and Methushael fathered Lamech. 19And Lamech took two wives. The name of the one was Adah, and the name of the other Zillah. 20Adah bore Jabal; he was the father of those who dwell in tents and have livestock. 21His brother’s name was Jubal; he was the father of all those who play the lyre and pipe. 22Zillah also bore Tubal-cain; he was the forger of all instruments of bronze and iron. The sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah.

   23[†]Lamech said to his wives:

   “Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;

  you wives of Lamech, listen to what I say:

  I have killed a man for wounding me,

  a young man for striking me.

  24  k If Cain’s revenge is sevenfold,

  then Lamech’s is seventy-sevenfold.”

   25[†]And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and called his name Seth, for she said, “God has appointed [7] for me another offspring instead of Abel, for Cain killed him.” 26To  l Seth also a son was born, and he called his name  m Enosh. At that time people began  n to call upon the name of the LORD.

  Adam’s Descendants to Noah

   GENESIS 5 [†]This is the book of the generations of Adam. When God created man,  o he made him in the likeness of God. 2Male and female he created them, and he blessed them and named them Man [1] when they were created. 3[†]When Adam had lived 130 years, he fathered a son in his own likeness, after his image, and  p named him Seth. 4 q The days of Adam after he fathered Seth were 800 years; and he had other sons and daughters. 5Thus all the days that Adam lived were 930 years,  r and he died.

   6When Seth had lived 105 years,  s he fathered Enosh. 7Seth lived after he fathered Enosh 807 years and had other sons and daughters. 8Thus all the days of Seth were 912 years, and he died.

   9When Enosh had lived 90 years, he fathered Kenan. 10Enosh lived after he fathered Kenan 815 years and had other sons and daughters. 11Thus all the days of Enosh were 905 years, and he died.

   12When Kenan had lived 70 years, he fathered Mahalalel. 13Kenan lived after he fathered Mahalalel 840 years and had other sons and daughters. 14Thus all the days of Kenan were 910 years, and he died.

   15When Mahalalel had lived 65 years, he fathered Jared. 16Mahalalel lived after he fathered Jared 830 years and had other sons and daughters. 17Thus all the days of Mahalalel were 895 years, and he died.

   18When Jared had lived 162 years he fathered  t Enoch. 19Jared lived after he fathered Enoch 800 years and had other sons and daughters. 20Thus all the days of Jared were 962 years, and he died.

   21When Enoch had lived 65 years, he fathered Methuselah. 22[†]Enoch  u walked with God [2] after he fathered Methuselah 300 years and had other sons and daughters. 23Thus all the days of Enoch were 365 years. 24Enoch  u walked with God, and he was not, [3]  v for God took him.

   25When Methuselah had lived 187 years, he fathered Lamech. 26Methuselah lived after he fathered Lamech 782 years and had other sons and daughters. 27Thus all the days of Methuselah were 969 years, and he died.

   28[†]When Lamech had lived 182 years, he fathered a son 29and called his name Noah, saying, “Out of the ground  w that the LORD has cursed, this one shall bring us relief [4] from our work and from the painful toil of our hands.” 30Lamech lived after he fathered Noah 595 years and had other sons and daughters. 31Thus all the days of Lamech were 777 years, and he died.

   32After Noah was 500 years old, Noah fathered  x Shem, Ham, and  y Japheth.

  Increasing Corruption on Earth

   GENESIS 6 [†]When man began to multiply on the face of the land and daughters were born to them, 2the sons of God saw that the daughters of man were attractive. And they took as their wives any they chose. 3[†]Then the LORD said,  z “My Spirit shall not abide in [1] man forever,  a for he is flesh: his days shall be 120 years.” 4[†]The Nephilim [2] were on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of man and they bore children to them. These were the mighty men who were of old, the men of renown.

   5 b The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every  c intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6[†]And  d the LORD regretted that he had made man on the earth, and it  e grieved him to his heart. 7So the LORD said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for I am sorry that I have made them.” 8But Noah  f found favor in the eyes of the LORD.

  Noah and the Flood

   9[†]These are the generations of Noah.  g Noah was a righteous man,  h blameless in his generation. Noah  i walked with God. 10And Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

   11[†]Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with violence. 12And God  j saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt,  k for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth. 13And God said to Noah,  l “I have determined to make an end of all flesh, [3] for the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 14Make yourself an ark of gopher wood. [4] Make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out with pitch. 15[†]This is how you are to make it: the length of the ark 300 cubits, [5] its breadth 50 cubits, and its height 30 cubits. 16Make a roof [6] for the ark, and finish it to a cubit above, and set the door of the ark in its side. Make it with lower, second, and third decks. 17[†] m For behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life under heaven. Everything that is on the earth shall die. 18[†]But  n I will establish my covenant with you, and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you. 19And of every living thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of every sort into the ark to keep them alive with you. They shall be male and female. 20Of the birds according to their kinds, and of the animals according to their kinds, of every creeping thing of the ground, according to its kind, two of every sort shall come in to you to keep them alive. 21Also take with you every sort of food that is eaten, and store it up. It shall serve as food for you and for them.” 22 o Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him.

   GENESIS 7 [†]Then the LORD said to Noah,  p “Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen that  q you are righteous before me in this generation. 2Take with you seven pairs of all  r clean animals, [1] the male and his mate, and a pair of the animals that are not clean, the male and his mate, 3and seven pairs [2] of the birds of the heavens also, male and female, to keep their offspring alive on the face of all the earth. 4For in seven days  s I will send rain on the earth forty days and forty nights,  t and every living thing [3] that I have made I will blot out from the face of the ground.” 5 u And Noah did all that the LORD had commanded him.

   6Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters came upon the earth. 7And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with him went into the ark to escape the waters of the flood. 8Of clean animals, and of animals that are not clean, and of birds, and of everything that creeps on the ground, 9two and two, male and female, went into the ark with Noah, as God had commanded Noah. 10And after seven days the waters of the flood came upon the earth.

   11[†]In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the  v fountains of the great deep burst forth, and  w the windows of the heavens were opened. 12And rain fell upon the earth forty days and forty nights. 13On the very same day Noah and his sons, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah’s wife and the three wives of his sons with them entered the ark, 14they and every beast, according to its kind, and all the livestock according to their kinds, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, according to its kind, and every bird, according to its kind, every winged creature. 15They  x went into the ark with Noah, two and two of all flesh in which there was the breath of life. 16[†]And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in  y as God had commanded him. And the LORD shut him in.

   17[†]The flood  z continued forty days on the earth. The waters increased and bore up the ark, and it rose high above the earth. 18The waters prevailed and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the face of the waters. 19And the waters prevailed so mightily on the earth that all the high mountains under the whole heaven were covered. 20The waters prevailed above the mountains, covering them fifteen cubits [4] deep. 21And  a all flesh died that moved on the earth, birds, livestock, beasts, all swarming creatures that swarm on the earth, and all mankind. 22Everything on the dry land  b in whose nostrils was the breath of life died. 23He blotted out every living thing that was on the face of the ground, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens. They were blotted out from the earth. Only  c Noah was left, and those who were with him in the ark. 24And the waters prevailed on the earth 150 days.

  The Flood Subsides

   GENESIS 8 [†]But God  d remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the livestock that were with him in the ark. And  e God made a wind blow over the earth, and the waters subsided. 2[†] f The fountains of the deep and  f the windows of the heavens were closed, the rain from the heavens was restrained, 3and the waters receded from the earth continually. At the end  g of 150 days the waters had abated, 4and in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark came to rest on the mountains of  h Ararat. 5And the waters continued to abate until the tenth month; in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains were seen.

   6At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made 7and sent forth a raven. It went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the earth. 8Then he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters had subsided from the face of the ground. 9But the dove found no place to set her foot, and she returned to him to the ark, for the waters were still on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took her and brought her into the ark with him. 10He waited another seven days, and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark. 11And the dove came back to him in the evening, and behold, in her mouth was a freshly plucked olive leaf. So Noah knew that the waters had subsided from the earth. 12Then he waited another seven days and sent forth the dove, and she did not return to him anymore.

   13In the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters were dried from off the earth. And Noah removed the covering of the ark and looked, and behold, the face of the ground was dry. 14In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth had dried out. 15Then God said to Noah, 16“Go out from the ark,  i you and your wife, and your sons and your sons’ wives with you. 17Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh—birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth—that they may swarm on the earth, and  j be fruitful and multiply on the earth.” 18So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with him. 19Every beast, every creeping thing, and every bird, everything that moves on the earth, went out by families from the ark.

  God’s Covenant with Noah

   20[†]Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and took some of every clean animal and some of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21And when the LORD smelled  k the pleasing aroma, the LORD said in his heart, “I will never again  l curse [1] the ground because of man, for  m the intention of man’s heart is evil from his youth.  n Neither will I ever again strike down every living creature as I have done. 22 o While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter,  p day and night, shall not cease.”

   GENESIS 9 [†]And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them,  q “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth. 2 r The fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth and upon every bird of the heavens, upon everything that creeps on the ground and all the fish of the sea. Into your hand they are delivered. 3 s Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you. And  t as I gave you the green plants, I give you everything. 4But you shall not eat flesh with its  u life, that is, its blood. 5[†]And for your lifeblood I will require a reckoning:  v from every beast I will require it and  w from man. From his fellow man I will require a reckoning for the life of man.

   6  x “Whoever sheds the blood of man,

  by man shall his blood be shed,

   y for God made man in his own image.

   7And you, [1] be fruitful and multiply, increase greatly on the earth and multiply in it.”

   8Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9[†]“Behold,  z I establish my covenant with you and your offspring after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the livestock, and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark; it is for every beast of the earth. 11 a I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12[†]And God said,  b “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set  c my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15 d I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember  e the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

  Noah’s Descendants

   18The sons of Noah who went forth from the ark were  f Shem, Ham, and Japheth. (Ham was the father of Canaan.) 19These three were the sons of Noah, and  g from these the people of the whole earth were dispersed. [2]

   20[†]Noah began to be a man of the soil, and he planted a vineyard. [3] 21[†]He drank of the wine and became drunk and lay uncovered in his tent. 22And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father and told his two brothers outside. 23Then Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it on both their shoulders, and walked backward and covered the nakedness of their father. Their faces were turned backward, and they did not see their father’s nakedness. 24[†]When Noah awoke from his wine  h and knew what his youngest son had done to him, 25he said,

    i “Cursed be Canaan;

   j a servant of servants shall he be to his brothers.”

   26He also said,

   “Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem;

  and let Canaan be his servant.

  27 May God enlarge Japheth, [4]

  and let him dwell in the tents of Shem,

  and let Canaan be his servant.”

   28After the flood Noah lived 350 years. 29All the days of Noah were 950 years, and he died.

  Nations Descended from Noah

   GENESIS 10 [†]These are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Sons were born to them after the flood.

   2[†] k The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. 3The sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. 4The sons of Javan: Elishah,  l Tarshish,  m Kittim, and Dodanim. 5From these  n the coastland peoples spread in their lands, each with his own language, by their clans, in their nations.

   6[†] o The sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, Put, and Canaan. 7The sons of Cush: Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteca. The sons of Raamah: Sheba and Dedan. 8Cush fathered Nimrod; he was the first on earth to be a mighty man. [1] 9He was a mighty hunter before the LORD. Therefore it is said, “Like Nimrod a mighty hunter before the LORD.” 10The beginning of his kingdom was  p Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in  q the land of Shinar. 11From that land he went into Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, Calah, and 12Resen between Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city. 13 r Egypt fathered Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, Naphtuhim, 14Pathrusim, Casluhim (from whom [2] the Philistines came), and  s Caphtorim.

   15 t Canaan fathered Sidon his firstborn and Heth, 16and the Jebusites, the Amorites, the Girgashites, 17the Hivites, the Arkites, the Sinites, 18the Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the Hamathites. Afterward the clans of the Canaanites dispersed. 19And the territory of the Canaanites extended from Sidon in the direction of Gerar as far as Gaza, and in the direction of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha. 20These are the sons of Ham, by their clans, their languages, their lands, and their nations.

   21[†]To Shem also, the father of all the children of Eber, the elder brother of Japheth, children were born. 22The  u sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, and Aram. 23The sons of Aram: Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash. 24Arpachshad fathered  v Shelah; and Shelah fathered Eber. 25 w To Eber were born two sons: the name of the one was Peleg, [3] for in his days the earth was divided, and his brother’s name was Joktan. 26Joktan fathered Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 27Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 28Obal, Abimael, Sheba, 29 x Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab; all these were the sons of Joktan. 30The territory in which they lived extended from Mesha in the direction of Sephar to the hill country of the east. 31These are the sons of Shem, by their clans, their languages, their lands, and their nations.

   32These are the clans of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies, in their nations,  y and from these the nations spread abroad on the earth after the flood.

  The Tower of Babel

   GENESIS 11 [†]Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2[†]And as people migrated from the east, they found a plain in  z the land of Shinar and settled there. 3And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone,  a and bitumen for mortar. 4Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower  b with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.” 5And  c the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of man had built. 6And the LORD said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. 7Come,  d let us go down and there confuse their language, so that they may not understand one another’s speech.” 8So  e the LORD dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. 9[†]Therefore its name was called  f Babel, because there the LORD confused [1] the language of all the earth. And from there the LORD dispersed them over the face of all the earth.

  Shem’s Descendants

   10[†] g These are the generations of Shem. When Shem was 100 years old, he fathered Arpachshad two years after the flood. 11And Shem lived after he fathered Arpachshad 500 years and had other sons and daughters.

   12When Arpachshad had lived 35 years, he fathered Shelah. 13And Arpachshad lived after he fathered Shelah 403 years and had other sons and daughters.

   14When Shelah had lived 30 years, he fathered Eber. 15And Shelah lived after he fathered Eber 403 years and had other sons and daughters.

   16When Eber had lived 34 years, he fathered Peleg. 17And Eber lived after he fathered Peleg 430 years and had other sons and daughters.

   18When Peleg had lived 30 years, he fathered Reu. 19And Peleg lived after he fathered Reu 209 years and had other sons and daughters.

   20When Reu had lived 32 years, he fathered Serug. 21And Reu lived after he fathered Serug 207 years and had other sons and daughters.

   22When Serug had lived 30 years, he fathered Nahor. 23And Serug lived after he fathered Nahor 200 years and had other sons and daughters.

   24When  h Nahor had lived 29 years, he fathered Terah. 25And Nahor lived after he fathered Terah 119 years and had other sons and daughters.

   26When  h Terah had lived 70 years, he fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

  Terah’s Descendants

   27[†]Now these are the generations of Terah. Terah fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran fathered Lot. 28[†]Haran died in the presence of his father Terah in the land of his kindred, in Ur of the Chaldeans. 29[†]And Abram and Nahor took wives. The name of Abram’s wife was  i Sarai, and the name of Nahor’s wife,  j Milcah, the daughter of Haran the father of Milcah and Iscah. 30Now Sarai was barren; she had no child.

   31[†]Terah  k took Abram his son and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son Abram’s wife, and they went forth together  l from Ur of the Chaldeans to go into the land of Canaan, but when they came to Haran, they settled there. 32The days of Terah were 205 years, and Terah died in Haran.

  The Call of Abram

   GENESIS 12 [†]Now  m the LORD said [1] to Abram, “Go from your country [2] and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2[†] n And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3[†] o I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and  p in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” [3]

   4[†]So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from  q Haran. 5[†]And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 6[†]Abram  r passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to  s the oak [4] of  t Moreh. At that time  u the Canaanites were in the land. 7[†]Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said,  v “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8[†]From there he moved to the hill country on the east of  w Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of the LORD. 9[†]And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb.

  Abram and Sarai in Egypt

   10[†]Now  x there was a famine in the land. So Abram went down to Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine was severe in the land. 11[†]When he was about to enter Egypt, he said to Sarai his wife, “I know that you are a woman beautiful in appearance, 12and when the Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife.’ Then they  y will kill me, but they will let you live. 13Say you are my sister, that it may go well with me because of you, and that my life may be spared for your sake.” 14When Abram entered Egypt, the Egyptians saw that the woman was very beautiful. 15[†]And when the princes of Pharaoh saw her, they praised her to Pharaoh. And the woman was taken into Pharaoh’s house. 16[†]And for her sake he dealt well with Abram; and he had sheep, oxen, male donkeys, male servants, female servants, female donkeys, and camels.

   17[†]But the LORD  z afflicted Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, Abram’s wife. 18So Pharaoh called Abram and said, “What is this you have done to me? Why did you not tell me that she was your wife? 19Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I took her for my wife? Now then, here is your wife; take her, and go.” 20And Pharaoh gave men orders concerning him, and they sent him away with his wife and all that he had.

  Abram and Lot Separate

   GENESIS 13 [†]So Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that he had, and Lot with him,  a into the Negeb.

   2 b Now Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold. 3And he journeyed on from the Negeb as far as Bethel to the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai, 4to  c the place where he had made an altar at the first. And there Abram called upon the name of the LORD. 5And Lot, who went with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents, 6so that  d the land could not support both of them dwelling together; for their possessions were so great that they could not dwell together, 7[†] e and there was strife between the herdsmen of Abram’s livestock and the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock. At that time  f the Canaanites and the Perizzites were dwelling in the land.

   8Then Abram said to Lot,  g “Let there be no strife between you and me, and between your herdsmen and my herdsmen,  h for we are kinsmen. [1] 9 i Is not the whole land before you? Separate yourself from me. If you take the left hand, then I will go to the right, or if you take the right hand, then I will go to the left.” 10[†]And Lot lifted up his eyes and saw that the  j Jordan Valley was well watered everywhere like  k the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, in the direction of  l Zoar. (This was before the LORD  m destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) 11[†]So Lot chose for himself all the Jordan Valley, and Lot journeyed east. Thus they separated from each other. 12Abram settled in the land of Canaan, while Lot settled among the cities of the valley and moved his tent as far as Sodom. 13Now the men of Sodom  n were wicked, great sinners against the LORD.

   14[†]The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, “Lift up your eyes and look from the place where you are,  o northward and southward and eastward and westward, 15for all the land that you see I will give  p to you and  q to your offspring forever. 16 r I will make your offspring as the dust of the earth, so that if one can count the dust of the earth, your offspring also can be counted. 17Arise, walk through the length and the breadth of the land, for I will give it to you.” 18[†]So Abram moved his tent and came and  s settled by the  t oaks [2] of Mamre, which  u are at Hebron, and there he built an altar to the LORD.

  Abram Rescues Lot

   GENESIS 14 [†]In the days of Amraphel king of  v Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of  w Elam, and Tidal king of Goiim, 2these kings made war with  x Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of  y Admah, Shemeber king of  y Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar). 3[†]And all these joined forces in the Valley of Siddim ( z that is, the Salt Sea). 4[†]Twelve years they had served Chedorlaomer, but in the thirteenth year they rebelled. 5[†]In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him came and defeated the  a Rephaim in  b Ashteroth-karnaim, the  c Zuzim in Ham, the  d Emim in Shaveh-kiriathaim, 6and the  e Horites in their hill country of Seir as far as  f El-paran on the border of the wilderness. 7Then they turned back and came to En-mishpat (that is,  g Kadesh) and defeated all the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites who were dwelling  h in Hazazon-tamar.

   8Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) went out, and they joined battle in the Valley of Siddim 9with Chedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of Goiim, Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar, four kings against five. 10Now the Valley of Siddim was full of  i bitumen pits, and as the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, some fell into them, and the rest fled  j to the hill country. 11So the enemy took  k all the possessions of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their provisions, and went their way. 12They also took Lot,  l the son of Abram’s brother,  m who was dwelling in Sodom, and his possessions, and went their way.

   13[†]Then one who had escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew,  n who was living by the  o oaks [1] of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and of Aner. These were allies of Abram. 14When Abram heard that his kinsman had been taken captive, he led forth his trained men,  p born in his house, 318 of them, and went in pursuit as far as  q Dan. 15And he divided his forces against them by night, he and his servants, and defeated them and pursued them to Hobah, north of Damascus. 16Then he brought back all the possessions, and also brought back his kinsman Lot  r with his possessions, and the women and the people.

  Abram Blessed by Melchizedek

   17[†]After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the  s King’s Valley). 18[†]And  t Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was  u priest of  v God Most High.) 19[†]And he blessed him and said,

    w “Blessed be Abram by God Most High,

   x Possessor [2] of heaven and earth;

  20 and blessed be God Most High,

  who has delivered your enemies into your hand!”

  And Abram gave him  y a tenth of everything. 21And the king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the persons, but take the goods for yourself.” 22[†]But Abram said to the king of Sodom,  z “I have lifted my hand [3] to the LORD, God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth, 23that  a I would not take a thread or a sandal strap or anything that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made Abram rich.’ 24I will take nothing but what the young men have eaten, and the share of the men who went with me. Let  b Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre take their share.”

  God’s Covenant with Abram

   GENESIS 15 [†]After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision:  c “Fear not, Abram, I am  d your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2[†]But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue [1] childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and  e a member of my household will be my heir.” 4And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir;  f your very own son [2] shall be your heir.” 5And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and  g number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him,  h “So shall your offspring be.” 6[†]And  i he believed the LORD, and  j he counted it to him as righteousness.

   7And he said to him, “I am the LORD who  k brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans  l to give you this land to possess.” 8But he said, “O Lord GOD,  m how am I to know that I shall possess it?” 9[†]He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10And he brought him all these,  n cut them in half, and laid each half over against the other. But  o he did not cut the birds in half. 11And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.

   12As the sun was going down, a  p deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great darkness fell upon him. 13[†]Then the LORD said to Abram, “Know for certain  q that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and  r they will be afflicted for  s four hundred years. 14But  t I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward  u they shall come out with great possessions. 15As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace;  v you shall be buried in a good old age. 16And they shall come back here in the fourth generation, for  w the iniquity of the Amorites  x is not yet complete.”

   17[†]When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. 18[†]On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying,  y “To your offspring I give [3] this land, from  z the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, 19the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 20the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.”

  Sarai and Hagar

   GENESIS 16 [†] a Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. She had a female Egyptian servant whose name was  b Hagar. 2[†]And Sarai said to Abram, “Behold now, the LORD has prevented me from bearing children. Go in to my servant; it may be that I shall obtain children [1] by her.” And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. 3[†]So, after Abram  c had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her servant, and gave her to Abram her husband as a wife. 4And he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived,  d she looked with contempt on her mistress. [2] 5[†]And Sarai said to Abram, “May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my servant to your embrace, and when she saw that she had conceived, she looked on me with contempt. May  e the LORD judge between you and me!” 6But Abram said to Sarai, “Behold, your servant is in your power; do to her as you please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she fled from her.

   7[†]The angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the spring on the way to  f Shur. 8And he said, “Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come from and where are you going?” She said, “I am fleeing from my mistress Sarai.” 9[†]The angel of the LORD said to her, “Return to your mistress and submit to her.” 10The angel of the LORD also said to her,  g “I will surely multiply your offspring so that they cannot be numbered for multitude.” 11[†]And the angel of the LORD said to her,

   “Behold, you are pregnant

  and shall bear a son.

  You shall call his name Ishmael, [3]

   h because the LORD has listened to your affliction.

  12 He shall be  i a wild donkey of a man,

  his hand against everyone

  and everyone’s hand against him,

  and he shall dwell  j over against all his kinsmen.”

   13[†]So she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, “You are a God of seeing,” [4] for she said,  k “Truly here I have seen him who looks after me.” [5] 14[†]Therefore the well was called  l Beer-lahai-roi; [6] it lies between  m Kadesh and Bered.

   15[†]And Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram called the name of his son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael. 16[†]Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram.

  Abraham and the Covenant of Circumcision

   GENESIS 17 [†]When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am God Almighty; [1] walk before me, and be  n blameless, 2that I may make my covenant between me and you, and  o may multiply you greatly.” 3Then Abram  p fell on his face. And God said to him, 4[†]“Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be  q the father of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be called Abram, [2] but  r your name shall be Abraham, [3]  s for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 6[†]I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make  t you into nations, and  u kings shall come from you. 7And I will  v establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant,  w to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 8And  x I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and  y I will be their God.”

   9And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your offspring after you throughout their generations. 10[†]This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised. 11[†]You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a  z sign of the covenant between me and you. 12[†]He who is  a eight days old among you shall be circumcised. Every male throughout your generations, whether born in your house or  b bought with your money from any foreigner who is not of your offspring, 13both he who is born in your house and he who is bought with your money, shall surely be circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting covenant. 14[†]Any uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant.”

  Isaac’s Birth Promised

   15[†]And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah [4] shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover, I will  c give [5] you a son by her. I will bless her, and  d she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 17Then Abraham  e fell on his face  f and laughed and said to himself, “Shall a child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?” 18And Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might live before you!” 19[†]God said, “No, but  g Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name  h Isaac. [6] I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his offspring after him. 20[†]As for Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I have blessed him and will make him fruitful and  i multiply him greatly. He  j shall father twelve princes, and  k I will make him into a great nation. 21But  l I will establish my covenant with Isaac,  m whom Sarah shall bear to you at this time next year.”

   22When he had finished talking with him,  n God went up from Abraham. 23Then Abraham took Ishmael his son and all those born in his house or bought with his money, every male among the men of Abraham’s house, and he circumcised the flesh of their foreskins that very day, as God had said to him. 24Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 25And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 26That very day Abraham and his son Ishmael were circumcised. 27And all the men of his house, those born in the house and those bought with money from a foreigner, were circumcised with him.

   GENESIS 18 [†]And the LORD appeared to him by the  o oaks [1] of Mamre, as he sat at the door of his tent in the heat of the day. 2[†]He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing in front of him.  p When he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the earth 3[†]and said, “O Lord, [2] if I have found favor in your sight, do not pass by your servant. 4[†]Let a  q little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree, 5while I bring a morsel of bread, that  r you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on— s since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 6And Abraham went quickly into the tent to Sarah and said, “Quick! Three seahs [3] of fine flour! Knead it, and make cakes.” 7And Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to a young man, who prepared it quickly. 8Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them. And he stood by them under the tree while they ate.

   9They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is  t in the tent.” 10The LORD said, “I will surely return to you  u about this time next year, and  v Sarah your wife shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent door behind him. 11[†]Now  w Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years. The way of women had ceased to be with Sarah. 12[†] x So Sarah laughed to herself, saying,  y “After I am worn out, and  z my lord is old, shall I have pleasure?” 13The LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ 14 a Is anything too hard [4] for the LORD?  b At the appointed time I will return to you, about this time next year, and Sarah shall have a son.” 15But Sarah denied it, [5] saying, “I did not laugh,” for she was afraid. He said, “No, but you did laugh.”

   16[†]Then the men set out from there, and they looked down toward Sodom. And Abraham went with them to set them on their way. 17[†]The LORD said,  c “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, 18seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be  d blessed in him? 19For I have  e chosen [6] him, that he may command his children and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD may bring to Abraham what he has promised him.” 20Then the LORD said, “Because  f the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave, 21[†] g I will go down to see whether they have done altogether [7] according to the outcry that has come to me. And if not,  h I will know.”

  Abraham Intercedes for Sodom

   22 i So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham  j still stood before the LORD. 23[†]Then Abraham drew near and said,  k “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will you then sweep away the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in it? 25Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked,  l so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you!  m Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 26[†]And the LORD said,  n “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will spare the whole place for their sake.”

   27Abraham answered and said,  o “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. 28Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking. Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 29Again he spoke to him and said, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” 30Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” 31He said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” 32Then he said,  p “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak again but this once. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 33And the LORD went his way, when he had finished speaking to Abraham, and Abraham returned to his place.

  God Rescues Lot

   GENESIS 19 [†]The  q two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them and bowed himself with his face to the earth 2and said, “My lords,  r please turn aside to your servant’s house and spend the night  s and wash your feet. Then you may rise up early and go on your way.” They said,  t “No; we will spend the night in the town square.” 3But he pressed them strongly; so they turned aside to him and entered his house. And he made them a feast and baked unleavened bread, and they ate.

   4[†]But before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both young and old, all the people to the last man, surrounded the house. 5[†] u And they called to Lot, “Where are the men who came to you tonight?  v Bring them out to us, that we  w may know them.” 6[†]Lot went out to the men at the entrance, shut the door after him, 7and said, “I beg you, my brothers, do not act so wickedly. 8 x Behold, I have two daughters who have not known any man. Let me bring them out to you, and do to them as you please. Only do nothing to these men, for they have come under the shelter of my roof.” 9[†]But they said, “Stand back!” And they said, “This fellow  y came to sojourn, and  z he has become the judge! Now we will deal worse with you than with them.” Then they pressed hard against the man Lot, and drew near to break the door down. 10But the men reached out their hands and brought Lot into the house with them and shut the door. 11And they struck with  a blindness the men who were at the entrance of the house, both small and great, so that they wore themselves out groping for the door.

   12Then the men said to Lot, “Have you anyone else here? Sons-in-law, sons, daughters, or anyone you have in the city,  b bring them out of the place. 13For we are about to destroy this place,  c because the outcry against its people has become great before the LORD, and the LORD has sent us to destroy it.” 14So Lot went out and said to his sons-in-law, who were to marry his daughters,  d “Up! Get out of this place, for the LORD is about to destroy the city.” But he seemed to his sons-in-law to be jesting.

   15As morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Up! Take your wife and your two daughters who are here, lest you be swept away in the punishment of the city.” 16[†]But he lingered. So the men seized him and his wife and his two daughters by the hand,  e the LORD being merciful to him, and they brought him out and set him outside the city. 17[†]And as they brought them out, one said, “Escape for your life.  f Do not look back or stop anywhere in the  g valley. Escape to the hills, lest you be swept away.” 18And Lot said to them, “Oh, no, my lords. 19Behold, your servant has found favor in your sight, and you have shown me great kindness in saving my life. But I cannot escape to the hills, lest the disaster overtake me and I die. 20Behold, this city is near enough to flee to, and it is a little one. Let me escape there—is it not a little one?—and my life will be saved!” 21He said to him, “Behold, I grant you this favor also, that I will not overthrow the city of which you have spoken. 22Escape there quickly, for I can do nothing till you arrive there.” Therefore the name of the city was called  h Zoar. [1]

  God Destroys Sodom

   23The sun had risen on the earth when Lot came to Zoar. 24[†]Then  i the LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur and fire from the LORD out of heaven. 25And he overthrew those cities, and all the valley, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground. 26[†]But Lot’s wife, behind him, looked back, and she became  j a pillar of salt.

   27[†]And Abraham went early in the morning to the place where he had  k stood before the LORD. 28And he looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah and toward all the land of the valley, and he looked and, behold, the smoke of the land went up like the smoke of a furnace.

   29So it was that, when God destroyed the cities of the valley, God  l remembered Abraham and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow when he overthrew the cities in which Lot had lived.

  Lot and His Daughters

   30Now Lot went up out of Zoar and  m lived in the hills with his two daughters, for he was afraid to live in Zoar. So he lived in a cave with his two daughters. 31[†]And the firstborn said to the younger, “Our father is old, and there is not a man on earth to come in to us after the manner of all the earth. 32Come, let us make our father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that we may preserve offspring from our father.” 33So they made their father drink wine that night. And the firstborn went in and lay with her father. He did not know when she lay down or when she arose.

   34The next day, the firstborn said to the younger, “Behold, I lay last night with my father. Let us make him drink wine tonight also. Then you go in and lie with him, that we may preserve offspring from our father.” 35So they made their father drink wine that night also. And the younger arose and lay with him, and he did not know when she lay down or when she arose. 36Thus both the daughters of Lot became pregnant by their father. 37The firstborn bore a son and called his name Moab. [2]  n He is the father of the Moabites to this day. 38The younger also bore a son and called his name Ben-ammi. [3]  o He is the father of the Ammonites to this day.

  Abraham and Abimelech

   GENESIS 20 [†]From there Abraham journeyed toward the territory of the Negeb and lived between  p Kadesh and Shur; and he  q sojourned in  r Gerar. 2[†]And Abraham said of Sarah his wife,  s “She is my sister.” And Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took Sarah. 3[†] t But God came to Abimelech  u in a dream by night and said to him, “Behold, you are a dead man because of the woman whom you have taken, for she is a man’s wife.” 4Now Abimelech had not approached her. So he said,  v “Lord, will you kill an innocent people? 5Did he not himself say to me, ‘She is my sister’? And she herself said, ‘He is my brother.’ In the integrity of my heart and the innocence of my hands I have done this.” 6Then God said to him in the dream, “Yes, I know that you have done this in the integrity of your heart, and it was I who kept you from sinning  w against me. Therefore I did not let you touch her. 7[†]Now then, return the man’s wife,  x for he is a prophet, so that he will pray for you, and you shall live. But if you do not return her, know that you shall surely die, you  y and all who are yours.”

   8So Abimelech rose early in the morning and called all his servants and told them all these things. And the men were very much afraid. 9[†]Then Abimelech called Abraham and said to him, “What have you done to us? And how have I sinned against you, that you have brought on me and my kingdom a great sin? You have done to me things that ought not to be done.” 10And Abimelech said to Abraham, “What did you see, that you did this thing?” 11[†]Abraham said, “I did it because I thought,  z ‘There is no fear of God at all in this place, and  a they will kill me because of my wife.’ 12[†]Besides,  b she is indeed my sister, the daughter of my father though not the daughter of my mother, and she became my wife. 13And when  c God caused me to wander from my father’s house, I said to her, ‘This is the kindness you must do me: at every place to which we come,  d say of me, “He is my brother.”’”

   14[†]Then Abimelech  e took sheep and oxen, and male servants and female servants, and gave them to Abraham, and returned Sarah his wife to him. 15And Abimelech said, “Behold,  f my land is before you; dwell where it pleases you.” 16To Sarah he said, “Behold, I have given  g your brother a thousand pieces of silver. It is  h a sign of your innocence in the eyes of all [1] who are with you, and before everyone you are vindicated.” 17[†]Then  i Abraham prayed to God, and God healed Abimelech, and also healed his wife and female slaves so that they bore children. 18For the LORD  j had closed all the wombs of the house of Abimelech because of Sarah, Abraham’s wife.

  The Birth of Isaac

   GENESIS 21 [†]The LORD  k visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did to Sarah  l as he had promised. 2And Sarah  m conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age  n at the time of which God had spoken to him. 3[†]Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore him,  o Isaac. [1] 4[†]And Abraham  p circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old,  q as God had commanded him. 5 r Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 6And Sarah said,  s “God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh over me.” 7And she said, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children?  t Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.”

  God Protects Hagar and Ishmael

   8[†]And the child grew and was weaned. And Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned. 9[†]But Sarah  u saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham,  v laughing. [2] 10So she said to Abraham,  w “Cast out this slave woman with her son, for the son of this slave woman shall not be heir with my son Isaac.” 11And the thing was very displeasing to Abraham on account of his son. 12[†]But God said to Abraham, “Be not displeased because of the boy and because of your slave woman. Whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for  x through Isaac shall your offspring be named. 13And I will make  y a nation of the son of the slave woman also, because he is your offspring.” 14[†]So Abraham rose early in the morning and took bread and a skin of water and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she departed and wandered in the wilderness of  z Beersheba.

   15When the water in the skin was gone, she put the child under one of the bushes. 16Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot, for she said, “Let me not look on the death of the child.” And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. 17[†]And God heard the voice of the boy, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is. 18Up! Lift up the boy, and hold him fast with your hand, for I will make him into a great nation.” 19Then  a God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. And she went and filled the skin with water and gave the boy a drink. 20And God was with the boy, and he grew up. He lived in the wilderness  b and became an expert with the bow. 21[†]He lived in the wilderness of Paran, and his mother took a wife for him from the land of Egypt.

  A Treaty with Abimelech

   22[†]At that time  c Abimelech and Phicol the commander of his army said to Abraham,  d “God is with you in all that you do. 23Now therefore swear to me here by God that you will not deal falsely with me or with my descendants or with my posterity, but  e as I have dealt kindly with you, so you will deal with me and with the land where you have sojourned.” 24And Abraham said, “I will swear.”

   25[†]When Abraham reproved Abimelech about a well of water that Abimelech’s servants  f had seized, 26Abimelech said, “I do not know who has done this thing; you did not tell me, and I have not heard of it until today.” 27So Abraham took sheep and oxen and gave them to Abimelech, and the two men  g made a covenant. 28Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock apart. 29And Abimelech said to Abraham, “What is the meaning of these seven ewe lambs that you have set apart?” 30He said, “These seven ewe lambs you will take from my hand, that this [3] may be a witness for me that I dug this well.” 31[†]Therefore  h that place was called Beersheba, [4] because there both of them swore an oath. 32[†]So they made a covenant at Beersheba. Then Abimelech and Phicol the commander of his army rose up and returned to the land of the Philistines. 33[†]Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba and  i called there on the name of the LORD,  j the Everlasting God. 34And Abraham sojourned many days in the land of the Philistines.

  The Sacrifice of Isaac

   GENESIS 22 [†]After these things  k God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2[†]He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to  l the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3[†]So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4[†]On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5[†]Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy [1] will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and  m laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8Abraham said,  n “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.

   9When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and  o laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11[†]But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12[†]He said,  p “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for  q now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13[†]And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14[†]So Abraham called the name of that place,  r “The LORD will provide”; [2] as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” [3]

   15[†]And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16[†]and said,  s “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring  t as the stars of heaven and  u as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess  v the gate of his [4] enemies, 18and  w in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed,  x because you have obeyed my voice.” 19So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and went together to  y Beersheba. And Abraham lived at  y Beersheba.

   20Now after these things it was told to Abraham, “Behold,  z Milcah also has borne children to your brother Nahor: 21 a Uz his firstborn,  b Buz his brother, Kemuel the father of Aram, 22Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel.” 23( c Bethuel fathered Rebekah.) These eight Milcah bore to Nahor, Abraham’s brother. 24[†]Moreover, his concubine, whose name was Reumah, bore Tebah, Gaham, Tahash, and Maacah.

  Sarah’s Death and Burial

   GENESIS 23 [†]Sarah lived 127 years; these were the years of the life of Sarah. 2[†]And Sarah died at  d Kiriath-arba (that is,  e Hebron) in the land of Canaan, and Abraham went in to mourn for Sarah and to weep for her. 3And Abraham rose up from before his dead and said to the Hittites, [1] 4[†] f “I am a sojourner and foreigner among you;  g give me property among you for a burying place, that I may bury my dead out of my sight.” 5The Hittites answered Abraham, 6[†]“Hear us, my lord; you are a prince of God [2] among us. Bury your dead in the choicest of our tombs. None of us will withhold from you his tomb to hinder you from burying your dead.” 7Abraham rose and bowed to the Hittites, the people of the land. 8And he said to them, “If you are willing that I should bury my dead out of my sight, hear me and entreat for me Ephron the son of Zohar, 9that he may give me the cave of Machpelah, which he owns; it is at the end of his field. For the full price let him give it to me in your presence as property for a burying place.”

   10[†]Now Ephron was sitting among the Hittites, and Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the hearing of the Hittites, of all who  h went in at the gate of his city, 11[†]“No, my lord, hear me: I give you the field, and I give you the cave that is in it. In the sight of the sons of my people I give it to you. Bury your dead.” 12Then Abraham bowed down before the people of the land. 13And he said to Ephron in the hearing of the people of the land, “But if you will, hear me: I give the price of the field. Accept it from me, that I may bury my dead there.” 14Ephron answered Abraham, 15“My lord, listen to me: a piece of land worth four hundred  i shekels [3] of silver, what is that between you and me? Bury your dead.” 16Abraham listened to Ephron, and Abraham  j weighed out for Ephron the silver that he had named in the hearing of the Hittites, four hundred shekels of silver, according to the weights current among the merchants.

   17[†]So  k the field of Ephron in Machpelah, which was to the east of Mamre, the field with the cave that was in it and all the trees that were in the field, throughout its whole area, was made over 18to Abraham as a possession in the presence of the Hittites, before all who went in at the gate of his city. 19After this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah east of Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan. 20[†]The field and the cave that is in it  l were made over to Abraham as property for a burying place by the Hittites.

  Isaac and Rebekah

   GENESIS 24 [†]Now Abraham was old, well advanced in years. And the LORD  m had blessed Abraham in all things. 2[†]And Abraham said to his servant,  n the oldest of his household, who had charge of all that he had,  o “Put your hand under my thigh, 3that I may make you swear by the LORD, the God of heaven and God of the earth, that  p you will not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell, 4 q but will go to my country and to my kindred, and take a wife for my son Isaac.” 5The servant said to him, “Perhaps the woman may not be willing to follow me to this land. Must I then take your son back to the land from which you came?” 6Abraham said to him, “See to it that you do not take my son back there. 7The LORD, the God of heaven,  r who took me from my father’s house and from the land of my kindred, and who spoke to me and swore to me,  s ‘To your offspring I will give this land,’  t he will send his angel before you, and you shall take a wife for my son from there. 8But if the woman is not willing to follow you, then  u you will be free from this oath of mine; only you must not take my son back there.” 9[†]So the servant  v put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master and swore to him concerning this matter.

   10[†]Then the servant took ten of his master’s camels and departed, taking all sorts of choice gifts from his master; and he arose and went to  w Mesopotamia [1] to the city of Nahor. 11And he made the camels kneel down outside the city by the well of water at the time of evening, the time when  x women go out to draw water. 12[†]And he said, “O LORD,  y God of my master Abraham,  z please grant me success today and show steadfast love to my master Abraham. 13Behold,  a I am standing by the spring of water, and the daughters of the men of the city are coming out to draw water. 14Let the young woman to whom I shall say, ‘Please let down your jar that I may drink,’ and who shall say, ‘Drink, and I will water your camels’—let her be the one whom you have appointed for your servant Isaac.  b By this [2] I shall know that you have shown steadfast love to my master.”

   15Before he had finished speaking, behold, Rebekah, who was born to Bethuel the son of  c Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, came out with her water jar on her shoulder. 16[†]The young woman  d was very attractive in appearance, a maiden [3] whom no man had known. She went down to the spring and filled her jar and came up. 17Then the servant ran to meet her and said, “Please give me a little water to drink from your jar.” 18She said, “Drink, my lord.” And she quickly let down her jar upon her hand and gave him a drink. 19When she had finished giving him a drink, she said, “I will draw water for your camels also, until they have finished drinking.” 20So she quickly emptied her jar into the trough and ran again to the well to draw water, and she drew for all his camels. 21The man gazed at her in silence to learn whether the LORD had prospered his journey or not.

   22When the camels had finished drinking, the man took a gold ring weighing a half shekel, [4] and two bracelets for her arms weighing ten gold shekels, 23and said, “Please tell me whose daughter you are. Is there room in your father’s house for us to spend the night?” 24She said to him,  e “I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, whom she bore to Nahor.” 25She added, “We have plenty of both straw and fodder, and room to spend the night.” 26 f The man bowed his head and worshiped the LORD 27[†]and said, “Blessed be the LORD,  g the God of my master Abraham, who has not forsaken  h his steadfast love and his faithfulness toward my master. As for me, the LORD  i has led me in the way to the house of my master’s kinsmen.” 28Then the young woman ran and told her mother’s household about these things.

   29Rebekah had a brother whose name was  j Laban. Laban ran out toward the man, to the spring. 30As soon as he saw the ring and the bracelets on his sister’s arms, and heard the words of Rebekah his sister, “Thus the man spoke to me,” he went to the man. And behold, he was standing by the camels at the spring. 31He said, “Come in,  k O blessed of the LORD. Why do you stand outside? For I have prepared the house and a place for the camels.” 32So the man came to the house and unharnessed the camels, and gave  l straw and fodder to the camels, and there was  m water to wash his feet and the feet of the men who were with him. 33Then food was set before him to eat. But he said, “I will not eat until I have said what I have to say.” He said, “Speak on.”

   34So he said, “I am Abraham’s servant. 35The LORD  n has greatly blessed my master, and he has become great. He has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male servants and female servants, camels and donkeys. 36And Sarah my master’s wife  o bore a son to my master when she was old, and  p to him he has given all that he has. 37 q My master made me swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell, 38but you shall go to my father’s house and to my clan and take a wife for my son.’ 39I said to my master, ‘Perhaps the woman will not follow me.’ 40But he said to me, ‘The LORD,  r before whom I have walked, will send his angel with you and  s prosper your way. You shall take a wife for my son from my clan and from my father’s house. 41Then you will be free from my oath, when you come to my clan. And if they will not give her to you, you will be free from my oath.’

   42“I came today to the spring and said,  t ‘O LORD, the God of my master Abraham, if now you  s are prospering the way that I go, 43behold, I am standing  u by the spring of water. Let the virgin who comes out to draw water, to whom I shall say, “Please give me a little water from your jar to drink,” 44 v and who will say to me, “Drink, and I will draw for your camels also,” let her be the woman whom the LORD has appointed for my master’s son.’

   45“Before I had finished  w speaking in my heart, behold, Rebekah came out with her water jar on her shoulder, and she went down to the spring and drew water. I said to her, ‘Please let me drink.’ 46She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder and said, ‘Drink, and I will give your camels drink also.’ So I drank, and she gave the camels drink also. 47Then I asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.’  x So I put the ring on her nose and the bracelets on her arms. 48 y Then I bowed my head and worshiped the LORD and blessed the LORD,  t the God of my master Abraham, who had led me by the right way [5] to take  z the daughter of my master’s kinsman for his son. 49Now then, if you are going to  a show steadfast love and faithfulness to my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, that I may turn to the right hand or to the left.”

   50[†]Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, “The thing has come from the LORD; we cannot  b speak to you bad or good. 51Behold, Rebekah is before you; take her and go, and let her be the wife of your master’s son,  c as the LORD has spoken.”

   52When Abraham’s servant heard their words,  y he bowed himself to the earth before the LORD. 53[†]And the servant brought out jewelry of silver and of gold, and garments, and gave them to Rebekah. He also gave to her brother and to her mother costly ornaments. 54And he and the men who were with him ate and drank, and they spent the night there. When they arose in the morning, he said,  d “Send me away to my master.” 55Her brother and her mother said, “Let the young woman remain with us a while, at least ten days; after that she may go.” 56But he said to them, “Do not delay me, since the LORD has prospered my way. Send me away that I may go to my master.” 57They said, “Let us call the young woman and ask her.” 58And they called Rebekah and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I will go.” 59So they sent away Rebekah their sister and  e her nurse, and Abraham’s servant and his men. 60And they blessed Rebekah and said to her,

   “Our sister, may you  f become

  thousands of ten thousands,

  and  g may your offspring possess

  the gate of those who hate him!” [6]

   61Then Rebekah and her young women arose and rode on the camels and followed the man. Thus the servant took Rebekah and went his way.

   62Now Isaac had returned from  h Beer-lahai-roi and was dwelling in the Negeb. 63[†]And Isaac went out  i to meditate in the field toward evening. And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, there were camels coming. 64And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she dismounted from the camel 65[†]and said to the servant, “Who is that man, walking in the field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So she took her veil and covered herself. 66And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. 67Then Isaac brought her into the tent of Sarah his mother and took Rebekah, and she became his wife, and he loved her. So Isaac was  j comforted after his mother’s  k death.

  Abraham’s Death and His Descendants

   GENESIS 25 [†]Abraham took another wife, whose name was Keturah. 2 l She bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. 3Jokshan fathered Sheba and Dedan. The sons of Dedan were Asshurim, Letushim, and Leummim. 4The sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. All these were the children of Keturah. 5[†] m Abraham gave all he had to Isaac. 6But to the sons of his concubines Abraham gave gifts, and while he was still living he  n sent them away from his son Isaac, eastward  o to the east country.

   7These are the days of the years of Abraham’s life, 175 years. 8Abraham  p breathed his last and  q died in a good old age, an old man and full of years, and was gathered to his people. 9[†]Isaac and Ishmael  r his sons buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, east of Mamre, 10the field  s that Abraham purchased from the Hittites.  t There Abraham was buried, with Sarah his wife. 11After the death of Abraham, God blessed Isaac his son. And Isaac settled at  u Beer-lahai-roi.

   12[†]These are the generations of Ishmael, Abraham’s son,  v whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah’s servant, bore to Abraham. 13 w These are the names of the sons of Ishmael, named in the order of their birth:  x Nebaioth, the firstborn of Ishmael; and  x Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 14Mishma, Dumah, Massa, 15Hadad,  y Tema,  z Jetur,  z Naphish, and Kedemah. 16These are the sons of Ishmael and these are their names, by their villages and by their encampments,  a twelve princes according to their tribes. 17(These are the years of the life of Ishmael: 137 years. He  b breathed his last and died, and was gathered to his people.) 18 c They settled from Havilah to  d Shur, which is opposite Egypt in the direction of Assyria. He settled [1] over against all his kinsmen.

  The Birth of Esau and Jacob

   19[†]These are the generations of Isaac, Abraham’s son:  e Abraham fathered Isaac, 20[†]and Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah,  f the daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of  g Paddan-aram,  h the sister of Laban the Aramean, to be his wife. 21[†]And Isaac prayed to the LORD for his wife, because she was barren. And  i the LORD granted his prayer, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 22[†]The children struggled together within her, and she said, “If it is thus, why is this happening to me?” [2] So she went  j to inquire of the LORD. 23And the LORD said to her,

    k “Two nations are in your womb,

  and two peoples from within you [3] shall be divided;

   l the one shall be stronger than the other,

   m the older shall serve the younger.”

   24When her days to give birth were completed, behold, there were twins in her womb. 25The first came out red,  n all his body like a hairy cloak, so they called his name Esau. 26[†]Afterward his brother came out with  o his hand holding Esau’s heel, so  p his name was called Jacob. [4] Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them.

   27[†]When the boys grew up, Esau was  q a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet man,  r dwelling in tents. 28Isaac loved Esau because  s he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob.

  Esau Sells His Birthright

   29Once when Jacob was cooking stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was exhausted. 30[†]And Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stew, for I am exhausted!” (Therefore his name was called Edom. [5]) 31Jacob said, “Sell me your birthright now.” 32Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?” 33Jacob said, “Swear to me now.” So he swore to him and  t sold his birthright to Jacob. 34Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.

  God’s Promise to Isaac

   GENESIS 26 [†]Now there was a famine in the land, besides  u the former famine that was in the days of Abraham. And Isaac went to Gerar to  v Abimelech king of the  w Philistines. 2And the LORD appeared to him and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; dwell  x in the land of which I shall tell you. 3[†] y Sojourn in this land, and  z I will be with you and will bless you, for  a to you and to your offspring I will give all these lands, and I will establish  b the oath that I swore to Abraham your father. 4 c I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and will give to your offspring all these lands. And  d in your offspring all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, 5because  e Abraham obeyed my voice and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.”

  Isaac and Abimelech

   6[†]So Isaac settled in Gerar. 7When the men of the place asked him about his wife,  f he said, “She is my sister,” for  g he feared to say, “My wife,” thinking, “lest the men of the place should kill me because of Rebekah,” because  h she was attractive in appearance. 8[†]When he had been there a long time, Abimelech king of the Philistines looked out of a window and saw Isaac laughing with [1] Rebekah his wife. 9So Abimelech called Isaac and said, “Behold, she is your wife. How then could you say, ‘She is my sister’?” Isaac said to him, “Because I thought, ‘Lest I die because of her.’” 10Abimelech said, “What is this you have done to us? One of the people might easily have lain with your wife, and  i you would have brought guilt upon us.” 11So Abimelech warned all the people, saying, “Whoever touches this man or his wife shall surely be put to death.”

   12And Isaac sowed in that land and reaped in the same year a hundredfold. The LORD  j blessed him, 13and the man became rich, and gained more and more until he became very wealthy. 14He had possessions of flocks and herds and many servants, so that the Philistines  k envied him. 15[†](Now the Philistines had stopped and filled with earth all the wells  l that his father’s servants had dug in the days of Abraham his father.) 16And Abimelech said to Isaac, “Go away from us, for you are much mightier than we.”

   17[†]So Isaac departed from there and encamped in the Valley of Gerar and settled there. 18And Isaac dug again the wells of water that had been dug in the days of Abraham his father, which the Philistines had stopped after the death of Abraham. And  m he gave them the names that his father had given them. 19[†]But when Isaac’s servants dug in the valley and found there a well of spring water, 20the herdsmen of Gerar  n quarreled with Isaac’s herdsmen, saying, “The water is ours.” So he called the name of the well Esek, [2] because they contended with him. 21Then they dug another well, and they quarreled over that also, so he called its name Sitnah. [3] 22And he moved from there and dug another well, and they did not quarrel over it. So he called its name Rehoboth, [4] saying, “For now the LORD has made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land.”

   23[†]From there he went up to Beersheba. 24And the LORD appeared to him the same night and said,  o “I am the God of Abraham your father.  p Fear not, for  q I am with you and will bless you and multiply your offspring for my servant Abraham’s sake.” 25So he  r built an altar there and called upon the name of the LORD and pitched his tent there. And there Isaac’s servants dug a well.

   26[†]When Abimelech went to him from Gerar with Ahuzzath his adviser and  s Phicol the commander of his army, 27Isaac said to them, “Why have you come to me, seeing that you hate me and  t have sent me away from you?” 28They said, “We see plainly that the LORD has been with you. So we said, let there be a sworn pact between us, between you and us, and let us make a covenant with you, 29that you will do us no harm, just as we have not touched you and have done to you nothing but good and have sent you away in peace.  u You are now the blessed of the LORD.” 30So he made them a feast, and they ate and drank. 31In the morning they rose early and  v exchanged oaths. And Isaac sent them on their way, and they departed from him in peace. 32[†]That same day Isaac’s servants came and told him about the well that they had dug and said to him, “We have found water.” 33He called it Shibah; [5] therefore the name of the city is  w Beersheba to this day.

   34[†]When Esau was forty years old, he took  x Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite to be his wife, and Basemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite, 35and  y they made life bitter [6] for Isaac and Rebekah.

  Isaac Blesses Jacob

   GENESIS 27 [†]When Isaac was old and  z his eyes were dim so that he could not see, he called Esau his older son and said to him, “My son”; and he answered, “Here I am.” 2He said, “Behold, I am old; I do not know the day of my death. 3 a Now then, take your weapons, your quiver and your bow, and go out to the field and hunt game for me, 4[†]and prepare for me delicious food, such as I love, and bring it to me so that I may eat, that my soul  b may bless you before I die.”

   5[†]Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to his son Esau. So when Esau went to the field to hunt for game and bring it, 6Rebekah said to her son Jacob, “I heard your father speak to your brother Esau, 7‘Bring me game and prepare for me delicious food, that I may eat it and bless you before the LORD before I die.’ 8Now therefore, my son,  c obey my voice as I command you. 9Go to the flock and bring me two good young goats, so that I may prepare from them delicious food for your father, such as he loves. 10And you shall bring it to your father to eat,  d so that he may bless you before he dies.” 11[†]But Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “Behold,  e my brother Esau is a hairy man, and I am a smooth man. 12Perhaps my father  f will feel me, and I shall seem to be mocking him and bring  g a curse upon myself and not a blessing.” 13His mother said to him,  h “Let your curse be on me, my son; only obey my voice, and go, bring them to me.”

   14So he went and took them and brought them to his mother, and his mother prepared delicious food, such as his father loved. 15Then Rebekah took the  i best garments of Esau her older son, which were with her in the house, and put them on Jacob her younger son. 16And the skins of the young goats she put on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck. 17And she put the delicious food and the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob.

   18So he went in to his father and said, “My father.” And he said, “Here I am. Who are you, my son?” 19Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told me; now sit up and eat of my game, that your soul may bless me.” 20But Isaac said to his son, “How is it that you have found it so quickly, my son?” He answered, “Because the LORD your God granted me success.” 21Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Please come near, that I  j may feel you, my son, to know whether you are really my son Esau or not.” 22So Jacob went near to Isaac his father, who felt him and said, “The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.” 23And he did not recognize him, because  k his hands were hairy like his brother Esau’s hands.  l So he blessed him. 24He said, “Are you really my son Esau?” He answered, “I am.” 25Then he said, “Bring it near to me,  m that I may eat of my son’s game and bless you.” So he brought it near to him, and he ate; and he brought him wine, and he drank.

   26Then his father Isaac said to him, “Come near and kiss me, my son.” 27So he came near and kissed him. And Isaac smelled the smell of his garments  l and blessed him and said,

   “See,  n the smell of my son

  is as the smell of a field that the LORD has blessed!

  28 May God give you of  o the dew of heaven

  and of the fatness of the earth

  and  p plenty of grain and wine.

  29[†] Let peoples serve you,

  and nations  q bow down to you.

   r Be lord over your brothers,

  and may your mother’s sons bow down to you.

   s Cursed be everyone who curses you,

  and blessed be everyone who blesses you!”

   30[†]As soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, when Jacob had scarcely gone out from the presence of Isaac his father, Esau his brother came in from his hunting. 31He also prepared delicious food and brought it to his father. And he said to his father, “Let my father arise and eat of his son’s game, that you may bless me.” 32His father Isaac said to him, “Who are you?” He answered, “I am your son, your firstborn, Esau.” 33Then Isaac trembled very violently and said, “Who was it then that hunted game and brought it to me, and I ate it all before you came, and I have blessed him? Yes, and he shall be blessed.” 34As soon as Esau heard the words of his father,  t he cried out with an exceedingly great and bitter cry and said to his father, “Bless me, even me also, O my father!” 35But he said, “Your brother came deceitfully, and he has taken away your blessing.” 36Esau said,  u “Is he not rightly named Jacob? [1] For he has cheated me these two times.  v He took away my birthright, and behold, now he has taken away my blessing.” Then he said, “Have you not reserved a blessing for me?” 37Isaac answered and said to Esau, “Behold,  w I have made him lord over you, and all his brothers I have given to him for servants, and  x with grain and wine I have sustained him. What then can I do for you, my son?” 38Esau said to his father, “Have you but one blessing, my father? Bless me, even me also, O my father.” And  t Esau lifted up his voice and wept.

   39Then Isaac his father answered and said to him:

   “Behold,  y away from [2] the fatness of the earth shall your dwelling be,

  and away from [3] the dew of heaven on high.

  40[†] By your sword you shall live,

  and you  z shall serve your brother;

  but when you grow restless

   a you shall break his yoke from your neck.”

   41[†]Now Esau  b hated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father had blessed him, and Esau said to himself,  c “The days of mourning for my father are approaching;  d then I will kill my brother Jacob.” 42But the words of Esau her older son were told to Rebekah. So she sent and called Jacob her younger son and said to him, “Behold, your brother Esau comforts himself about you by planning to kill you. 43Now therefore, my son, obey my voice. Arise, flee to Laban my brother in Haran 44and stay with him a while, until your brother’s fury turns away— 45until your brother’s anger turns away from you, and he forgets what you have done to him. Then I will send and bring you from there. Why should I be bereft of you both in one day?”

   46[†]Then Rebekah said to Isaac,  e “I loathe my life because of the Hittite women. [4]  f If Jacob marries one of the Hittite women like these, one of the women of the land, what good will my life be to me?”


	


  Jacob Sent to Laban

   GENESIS 28 [†]Then Isaac called Jacob  g and blessed him and directed him,  f “You must not take a wife from the Canaanite women. 2 h Arise, go to Paddan-aram to the house of  i Bethuel your mother’s father, and take as your wife from there one of the daughters of Laban your mother’s brother. 3[†] j God Almighty [1] bless you and make you fruitful and multiply you, that you may become a company of peoples. 4May he give  k the blessing of Abraham to you and to your offspring with you, that you may take possession of  l the land of your sojournings that God gave to Abraham!” 5Thus Isaac sent Jacob away. And he went to Paddan-aram, to Laban, the son of Bethuel the Aramean, the brother of Rebekah, Jacob’s and Esau’s mother.

  Esau Marries an Ishmaelite

   6[†]Now Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent him away to Paddan-aram to take a wife from there, and that as he blessed him he directed him, “You must not take a wife from the Canaanite women,” 7and that Jacob had obeyed his father and his mother and gone to Paddan-aram. 8So when Esau saw  m that the Canaanite women did not please Isaac his father, 9Esau went to Ishmael and took as his wife, besides the wives he had,  n Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael, Abraham’s son, the sister of  o Nebaioth.

  Jacob’s Dream

   10[†]Jacob left  p Beersheba and went toward  q Haran. 11And he came to a certain place and stayed there that night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place to sleep. 12[†]And he  r dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder [2] set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven. And behold,  s the angels of God were ascending and descending on it! 13[†]And behold,  t the LORD stood above it [3] and said,  u “I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac.  v The land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring. 14Your offspring shall be like  w the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and  x your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 15Behold,  y I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and  z will bring you back to this land. For I will  a not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 16[†]Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is  b in this place, and I did not know it.” 17And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”

   18[†]So early in the morning Jacob took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up  c for a pillar  d and poured oil on the top of it. 19[†]He called the name of that place  e Bethel, [4] but the name of the city was Luz at the first. 20[†]Then Jacob  f made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, 21 g so that I come again to my father’s house in peace,  h then the LORD shall be my God, 22[†]and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar,  i shall be God’s house. And  j of all that you give me I will give a full tenth to you.”

  Jacob Marries Leah and Rachel

   GENESIS 29 [†]Then Jacob went on his journey and came to  k the land of the people of the east. 2As he looked, he saw a well in the field, and behold, three flocks of sheep lying beside it, for out of that well the flocks were watered. The stone on the well’s mouth was large, 3and when all the flocks were gathered there, the shepherds would roll the stone from the mouth of the well and water the sheep, and put the stone back in its place over the mouth of the well.

   4[†]Jacob said to them, “My brothers, where do you come from?” They said,  l “We are from Haran.” 5He said to them, “Do you know Laban the son of Nahor?” They said, “We know him.” 6[†]He said to them, “Is it well with him?” They said, “It is well; and see, Rachel his daughter is coming with the sheep!” 7He said, “Behold, it is still high day; it is not time for the livestock to be gathered together. Water the sheep and go, pasture them.” 8But they said, “We cannot until all the flocks are gathered together and the stone is rolled from the mouth of the well; then we water the sheep.”

   9While he was still speaking with them,  m Rachel came with her father’s sheep, for she was a shepherdess. 10[†]Now as soon as Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother’s brother, and the sheep of Laban his mother’s brother, Jacob came near and rolled the stone from the well’s mouth and watered the flock of Laban his mother’s brother. 11[†]Then Jacob kissed Rachel and wept aloud. 12And Jacob told Rachel that he was  n her father’s kinsman, and that he was Rebekah’s son,  o and she ran and told her father.

   13As soon as Laban heard the news about Jacob, his sister’s son,  o he ran to meet him and embraced him and kissed him and brought him to his house. Jacob told Laban all these things, 14and Laban said to him,  p “Surely you are my bone and my flesh!” And he stayed with him a month.

   15Then Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?” 16Now Laban had two daughters. The name of the older was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. 17Leah’s eyes were weak, [1] but Rachel was beautiful in form and appearance. 18[†]Jacob loved Rachel. And he said,  q “I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.” 19Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to any other man; stay with me.” 20So Jacob  q served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for her.

   21Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed.” 22[†]So Laban gathered together all the people of the place and  r made a feast. 23[†]But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob, and he went in to her. 24(Laban gave [2]  s his female servant Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her servant.) 25[†]And in the morning, behold, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?” 26[†]Laban said, “It is not so done in our country, to give the younger before the firstborn. 27[†] t Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me another seven years.” 28Jacob did so, and completed her week. Then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel to be his wife. 29(Laban gave  u his female servant Bilhah to his daughter Rachel to be her servant.) 30So Jacob went in to Rachel also, and he loved Rachel more than Leah, and served Laban  v for another seven years.

  Jacob’s Children

   31[†]When the LORD saw that Leah was  w hated,  x he opened her womb, but Rachel was barren. 32[†]And Leah conceived and bore a son, and she called his name Reuben, [3] for she said, “Because the LORD  y has looked upon my affliction; for now my husband will love me.” 33She conceived again and bore a son, and said, “Because the LORD has heard that I am hated, he has given me this son also.” And she called his name Simeon. [4] 34Again she conceived and bore a son, and said, “Now this time my husband will be  z attached to me, because I have borne him three sons.” Therefore his name was called Levi. [5] 35And she conceived again and bore a son, and said, “This time I will praise the LORD.” Therefore she called his name  a Judah. [6] Then she ceased bearing.

   GENESIS 30 When Rachel saw that  b she bore Jacob no children, she envied her sister. She said to Jacob, “Give me children, or I shall die!” 2Jacob’s anger was kindled against Rachel, and he said, “Am I in the place of God,  c who has withheld from you the fruit of the womb?” 3[†]Then she said, “Here is my servant  d Bilhah; go in to her, so that she may give birth  e on my behalf, [1] that even I may have children [2] through her.” 4So she gave him her servant Bilhah as a wife, and Jacob went in to her. 5And Bilhah conceived and bore Jacob a son. 6Then Rachel said, “God has  f judged me, and has also heard my voice and given me a son.” Therefore she called his name Dan. [3] 7Rachel’s servant Bilhah conceived again and bore Jacob a second son. 8Then Rachel said, “With mighty wrestlings [4] I have wrestled with my sister and have prevailed.” So she called his name  g Naphtali. [5]

   9When Leah saw that she had ceased bearing children, she took her servant Zilpah and  h gave her to Jacob as a wife. 10Then Leah’s servant Zilpah bore Jacob a son. 11And Leah said,  i “Good fortune has come!” so she called his name  i Gad. [6] 12Leah’s servant Zilpah bore Jacob a second son. 13And Leah said, “Happy am I! For women  j have called me happy.” So she called his name Asher. [7]

   14[†]In the days of wheat harvest Reuben went and found  k mandrakes in the field and brought them to his mother Leah. Then Rachel said to Leah, “Please give me some of your son’s mandrakes.” 15But she said to her, “Is it a small matter that you have taken away my husband? Would you take away my son’s mandrakes also?” Rachel said, “Then he may lie with you tonight in exchange for your son’s mandrakes.” 16When Jacob came from the field in the evening, Leah went out to meet him and said, “You must come in to me, for I have hired you with my son’s mandrakes.” So he lay with her that night. 17[†]And God listened to Leah, and she conceived and bore Jacob a fifth son. 18Leah said, “God has given me my wages because I gave my servant to my husband.” So she called his name Issachar. [8]

   19And Leah conceived again, and she bore Jacob a sixth son. 20Then Leah said, “God has endowed me with a good endowment; now my husband will honor me, because I have borne him six sons.” So she called his name  l Zebulun. [9] 21Afterward she bore a daughter and called her name Dinah.

   22[†]Then God  m remembered Rachel, and God listened to her and  n opened her womb. 23She conceived and bore a son and said, “God has taken away  o my reproach.” 24And she called his name Joseph, [10] saying,  p “May the LORD add to me another son!”

  Jacob’s Prosperity

   25[†]As soon as Rachel had borne Joseph, Jacob said to Laban, “Send me away, that I may go to my own home and country. 26Give me my wives and my children  q for whom I have served you, that I may go, for you know the service that I have given you.” 27[†]But Laban said to him, “If I have found favor in your sight, I have learned by divination that [11] the LORD has blessed me because of you. 28 r Name your wages, and I will give it.” 29Jacob said to him,  s “You yourself know how I have served you, and how your livestock has fared with me. 30For you had little before I came,  t and it has increased abundantly, and the LORD has blessed you wherever I turned. But now when shall I  u provide for my own household also?” 31[†]He said, “What shall I give you?” Jacob said, “You shall not give me anything. If you will do this for me, I will again pasture your flock and keep it: 32let me pass through all your flock today, removing from it every speckled and spotted sheep and every black lamb, and the spotted and speckled among the goats, and  v they shall be my wages. 33So my honesty will answer for me later, when you come to look into my wages with you. Every one that is not speckled and spotted among the goats and black among the lambs, if found with me, shall be counted stolen.” 34Laban said, “Good! Let it be as you have said.” 35[†]But that day Laban removed the male goats that were striped and spotted, and all the female goats that were speckled and spotted, every one that had white on it, and every lamb that was black, and put them in the charge of his sons. 36And he set a distance of three days’ journey between himself and Jacob, and Jacob pastured the rest of Laban’s flock.

   37[†]Then  w Jacob took fresh sticks of poplar and almond and plane trees, and peeled white streaks in them, exposing the white of the sticks. 38He set the sticks that he had peeled in front of the flocks in the troughs, that is, the  x watering places, where the flocks came to drink. And since they bred when they came to drink, 39the flocks bred in front of the sticks and so the flocks brought forth striped, speckled, and spotted. 40And Jacob separated the lambs and set the faces of the flocks toward the striped and all the black in the flock of Laban. He put his own droves apart and did not put them with Laban’s flock. 41[†]Whenever the stronger of the flock were breeding, Jacob would lay the sticks in the troughs before the eyes of the flock, that they might breed among the sticks, 42but for the feebler of the flock he would not lay them there. So the feebler would be Laban’s, and the stronger Jacob’s. 43[†]Thus the man  y increased greatly and  z had large flocks, female servants and male servants, and camels and donkeys.

  Jacob Flees from Laban

   GENESIS 31 Now Jacob heard that the sons of Laban were saying, “Jacob has taken all that was our father’s, and from what was our father’s he has gained all this wealth.” 2And Jacob saw  a that Laban did not regard him with favor as before. 3Then the LORD said to Jacob,  b “Return to the land of your fathers and to your kindred, and I will be with you.”

   4[†]So Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah into the field where his flock was 5and said to them,  c “I see that your father does not regard me with favor as he did before. But the God of my father  d has been with me. 6 e You know that I have served your father with all my strength, 7yet your father has cheated me and changed my wages  f ten times. But God did not permit him to harm me. 8If he said,  g ‘The spotted shall be your wages,’ then all the flock bore spotted; and if he said, ‘The striped shall be your wages,’ then all the flock bore striped. 9Thus God has  h taken away the livestock of your father and given them to me. 10In the breeding season of the flock I lifted up my eyes and saw in a dream that the goats that mated with the flock were striped, spotted, and mottled. 11Then the angel of God said to me in the dream, ‘Jacob,’ and I said, ‘Here I am!’ 12And he said, ‘Lift up your eyes and see, all the goats that mate with the flock are striped, spotted, and mottled, for  i I have seen all that Laban is doing to you. 13I am the God of Bethel,  j where you anointed a pillar and made a vow to me. Now  k arise, go out from this land and return to the land of your kindred.’” 14[†]Then Rachel and Leah answered and said to him, “Is there  l any portion or inheritance left to us in our father’s house? 15Are we not regarded by him as foreigners? For  m he has sold us, and he has indeed devoured our money. 16All the wealth that God has taken away from our father belongs to us and to our children. Now then, whatever God has said to you, do.”

   17So Jacob arose and set his sons and his wives on camels. 18He drove away all his livestock, all his property that he had gained, the livestock in his possession that he had acquired in  n Paddan-aram, to go to the land of Canaan to his father Isaac. 19[†]Laban had gone to shear his sheep, and Rachel stole her father’s  o household gods. 20[†]And Jacob tricked [1] Laban the Aramean, by not telling him that he intended to flee. 21[†]He fled with all that he had and arose and crossed the  p Euphrates, [2] and  q set his face toward the hill country of Gilead.

   22[†]When it was told Laban on the third day that Jacob had fled, 23he took his kinsmen with him and pursued him for seven days and followed close after him into the hill country of Gilead. 24But God came to Laban the Aramean  r in a dream by night and said to him, “Be careful not to say anything to Jacob,  s either good or bad.”

   25And Laban overtook Jacob. Now Jacob had pitched his tent in the hill country, and Laban with his kinsmen pitched tents in the hill country of Gilead. 26[†]And Laban said to Jacob, “What have you done, that you have  t tricked me and driven away my daughters like captives of the sword? 27Why did you flee secretly  t and trick me, and did not tell me, so that I might have sent you away with mirth and songs, with tambourine and lyre? 28And why did you not permit me  u to kiss my sons and my daughters farewell? Now you have done foolishly. 29It is  v in my power to do you harm. But the  w God of your [3] father spoke to me last night, saying, ‘Be careful not to say anything to Jacob,  x either good or bad.’ 30And now you have gone away because you longed greatly for your father’s house, but why did you  y steal my gods?” 31Jacob answered and said to Laban, “Because I was afraid, for I thought that you would take your daughters from me by force. 32 z Anyone with whom you find your gods shall not live. In the presence of our kinsmen point out what I have that is yours, and take it.” Now Jacob did not know that Rachel had stolen them.

   33So Laban went into Jacob’s tent and into Leah’s tent and into the tent of the two female servants, but he did not find them. And he went out of Leah’s tent and entered Rachel’s. 34Now Rachel had taken the household gods and put them in the camel’s saddle and sat on them. Laban felt all about the tent, but did not find them. 35[†]And she said to her father, “Let not my lord be angry that I cannot  a rise before you, for the way of women is upon me.” So he searched but did not find the household gods.

   36Then Jacob became angry and berated Laban. Jacob said to Laban, “What is my offense? What is my sin, that you have hotly pursued me? 37For you have felt through all my goods; what have you found of all your household goods? Set it here before my kinsmen and  b your kinsmen, that they may decide between us two. 38These twenty years I have been with you. Your ewes and your female goats have not miscarried, and I have not eaten the rams of your flocks. 39What was torn by wild beasts I did not bring to you. I bore the loss of it myself.  c From my hand you required it, whether stolen by day or stolen by night. 40There I was: by day the heat consumed me, and the cold by night, and my sleep fled from my eyes. 41These twenty years I have been in your house.  d I served you fourteen years for your two daughters, and six years for your flock, and  e you have changed my wages ten times. 42[†] f If the God of my father, the God of Abraham and the  g Fear of Isaac, had not been on my side, surely now you would have sent me away empty-handed.  h God saw my affliction and the labor of my hands and  i rebuked you last night.”

   43[†]Then Laban answered and said to Jacob, “The daughters are my daughters, the children are my children, the flocks are my flocks, and all that you see is mine. But what can I do this day for these my daughters or for their children whom they have borne? 44Come now,  j let us make a covenant, you and I.  k And let it be a witness between you and me.” 45[†]So Jacob  l took a stone and set it up as a pillar. 46And Jacob said to his kinsmen, “Gather stones.” And they took stones and made a heap, and they ate there by the heap. 47[†]Laban called it Jegar-sahadutha, [4] but Jacob called it Galeed. [5] 48Laban said,  m “This heap is a witness between you and me today.” Therefore he named it Galeed, 49 n and Mizpah, [6] for he said, “The LORD watch between you and me, when we are out of one another’s sight. 50If you oppress my daughters, or if you take wives besides my daughters, although no one is with us, see,  o God is witness between you and me.”

   51Then Laban said to Jacob, “See this heap and the pillar, which I have set between you and me. 52 p This heap is a witness, and the pillar is a witness, that I will not pass over this heap to you, and you will not pass over this heap and this pillar to me, to do harm. 53The God of Abraham and the God of Nahor, the God of their father, judge between us.” So Jacob swore by the  q Fear of his father Isaac, 54and Jacob offered a sacrifice in the hill country and called  r his kinsmen to eat bread. They ate bread and spent the night in the hill country.

   55 [7] Early in the morning Laban arose and kissed  s his grandchildren and his daughters and blessed them. Then Laban departed and returned home.

  Jacob Fears Esau

   GENESIS 32 [†]Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. 2And when Jacob saw them he said, “This is God’s  t camp!” So he called the name of that place  u Mahanaim. [1]

   3[†]And Jacob sent [2] messengers before him to Esau his brother in the land of  v Seir, the country of Edom, 4instructing them, “Thus you shall say to my lord Esau: Thus says your servant Jacob, ‘I have sojourned with Laban and stayed until now. 5I have oxen, donkeys, flocks, male servants, and female servants. I have sent to tell my lord, in order that  w I may find favor in your sight.’”

   6[†]And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, “We came to your brother Esau, and  x he is coming to meet you, and there are four hundred men with him.” 7[†]Then Jacob was  y greatly afraid and distressed. He divided the people who were with him, and the flocks and herds and camels, into two camps, 8thinking, “If Esau comes to the one camp and attacks it, then the camp that is left will escape.”

   9[†]And Jacob said,  z “O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, O LORD who  a said to me, ‘Return to your country and to your kindred, that I may do you good,’ 10 b I am not worthy of the least of all the deeds of steadfast love and all the faithfulness that you have shown to your servant, for with only my staff I crossed this Jordan, and now I have become two camps. 11Please deliver me from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau, for  c I fear him, that he may come and attack me, the mothers with the children. 12But  d you said, ‘I will surely do you good, and make your offspring as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude.’”

   13So he stayed there that night, and from what he had with him he took  e a present for his brother Esau, 14two hundred female goats and twenty male goats, two hundred ewes and twenty rams, 15thirty milking camels and their calves, forty cows and ten bulls, twenty female donkeys and ten male donkeys. 16These he handed over to his servants, every drove by itself, and said to his servants, “Pass on ahead of me and put a space between drove and drove.” 17He instructed the first, “When Esau my brother meets you and asks you, ‘To whom do you belong? Where are you going? And whose are these ahead of you?’ 18[†]then you shall say, ‘They belong to your servant Jacob. They are a present sent to my lord Esau. And moreover, he is behind us.’” 19He likewise instructed the second and the third and all who followed the droves, “You shall say the same thing to Esau when you find him, 20and you shall say, ‘Moreover, your servant Jacob is behind us.’” For he thought, “I may appease him [3] with the present that goes ahead of me, and afterward I shall see his face. Perhaps he will accept me.” [4] 21So the present passed on ahead of him, and he himself stayed that night in the camp.

  Jacob Wrestles with God

   22[†]The same night he arose and took his two wives, his two female servants, and his eleven children, [5] and crossed the ford of the  f Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the stream, and everything else that he had. 24[†]And Jacob was left alone. And  g a man wrestled with him until the breaking of the day. 25[†]When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26[†]Then he said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.” But Jacob said,  h “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” 27And he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28[†]Then he said,  i “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, [6] for  j you have striven with God and  k with men, and have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said,  l “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30[†]So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel, [7] saying, “For  m I have seen God face to face, and yet my life has been delivered.” 31[†]The sun rose upon him as he passed  n Penuel, limping because of his hip. 32Therefore to this day the people of Israel do not eat the sinew of the thigh that is on the hip socket, because he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip on the sinew of the thigh.

  Jacob Meets Esau

   GENESIS 33 [†]And Jacob lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold,  o Esau was coming, and four hundred men with him. So he divided the children among Leah and Rachel and the two female servants. 2And he put the servants with their children in front, then Leah with her children, and Rachel and Joseph last of all. 3[†]He himself went on before them,  p bowing himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother.

   4[†] q But Esau ran to meet him and embraced him  r and fell on his neck and kissed him, and they wept. 5And when Esau lifted up his eyes and saw the women and children, he said, “Who are these with you?” Jacob said,  s “The children whom God has graciously given your servant.” 6Then the servants drew near, they and their children, and bowed down. 7Leah likewise and her children drew near and bowed down. And last Joseph and Rachel drew near, and they bowed down. 8[†]Esau said, “What do you mean by  t all this company [1] that I met?” Jacob answered,  u “To find favor in the sight of my lord.” 9But Esau said, “I have enough, my brother; keep what you have for yourself.” 10[†]Jacob said, “No, please, if I have found favor in your sight, then accept my present from my hand.  v For I have seen your face, which is like seeing the face of God, and you have accepted me. 11[†]Please accept my  w blessing that is brought to you, because God has dealt graciously with me, and because I have enough.” Thus he  x urged him, and he took it.

   12[†]Then Esau said, “Let us journey on our way, and I will go ahead of [2] you.” 13But Jacob said to him, “My lord knows that the children are frail, and that the nursing flocks and herds are a care to me. If they are driven hard for one day, all the flocks will die. 14Let my lord pass on ahead of his servant, and I will lead on slowly, at the pace of the livestock that are ahead of me and at the pace of the children, until I come to my lord  y in Seir.”

   15So Esau said, “Let me leave with you some of the people who are with me.” But he said, “What need is there?  z Let me find favor in the sight of my lord.” 16So Esau returned that day on his way to  a Seir. 17[†]But Jacob journeyed to  b Succoth, and built himself a house and made booths for his livestock. Therefore the name of the place is called Succoth. [3]

   18And Jacob came safely [4] to the city of  c Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, on his way from Paddan-aram, and he camped before the city. 19[†]And from the sons of  d Hamor, Shechem’s father,  e he bought for a hundred pieces of money [5] the piece of land on which he had pitched his tent. 20[†]There he erected an altar and called it El-Elohe-Israel. [6]

  The Defiling of Dinah

   GENESIS 34 [†]Now  f Dinah the daughter of Leah, whom she had borne to Jacob, went out to see the women of the land. 2[†]And when Shechem the son of  g Hamor the Hivite, the prince of the land, saw her, he seized her and lay with her and humiliated her. 3And his soul was drawn to Dinah the daughter of Jacob. He loved the young woman and spoke tenderly to her. 4So Shechem  h spoke to his father Hamor, saying, “Get me this girl for my wife.”

   5Now Jacob heard that he had defiled his daughter Dinah. But his sons were with his livestock in the field, so Jacob held his peace until they came. 6And Hamor the father of Shechem went out to Jacob to speak with him. 7The sons of Jacob had come in from the field as soon as they heard of it, and the men were indignant and  i very angry, because he  j had done an outrageous thing in Israel by lying with Jacob’s daughter,  k for such a thing must not be done.

   8[†]But Hamor spoke with them, saying, “The soul of my son Shechem longs for your [1] daughter. Please give her to him to be his wife. 9Make marriages with us. Give your daughters to us, and take our daughters for yourselves. 10You shall dwell with us, and  l the land shall be open to you. Dwell and  m trade in it, and  n get property in it.” 11[†]Shechem also said to her father and to her brothers,  o “Let me find favor in your eyes, and whatever you say to me I will give. 12Ask me for as great a  p bride price [2] and gift as you will, and I will give whatever you say to me. Only give me the young woman to be my wife.”

   13The sons of Jacob answered Shechem and his father Hamor deceitfully, because he had defiled their sister Dinah. 14[†]They said to them, “We cannot do this thing, to give our sister to one who is uncircumcised, for  q that would be a disgrace to us. 15Only on this condition will we agree with you—that you will become as we are by every male among you being circumcised. 16Then we will give our daughters to you, and we will take your daughters to ourselves, and we will dwell with you and become one people. 17But if you will not listen to us and be circumcised, then we will take our daughter, and we will be gone.”

   18Their words pleased Hamor and Hamor’s son Shechem. 19And the young man did not delay to do the thing, because he delighted in Jacob’s daughter. Now  r he was the most honored of all his father’s house. 20So Hamor and his son Shechem  s came to the gate of their city and spoke to the men of their city, saying, 21[†]“These men are at peace with us; let them dwell in the land and  t trade in it, for behold, the land is large enough for them. Let us take their daughters as wives, and let us give them our daughters. 22Only on this condition will the men agree to dwell with us to become one people—when every male among us is circumcised as they are circumcised. 23Will not their livestock, their property and all their beasts be ours? Only let us agree with them, and they will dwell with us.” 24And all who went out of the gate of his city listened to Hamor and his son Shechem, and every male was circumcised, all who  u went out of the gate of his city.

   25[†]On the third day, when they were sore, two of the sons of Jacob,  v Simeon and Levi,  w Dinah’s brothers, took their swords and came against the city while it felt secure and killed all the males. 26They killed Hamor and his son Shechem with the sword and took Dinah out of Shechem’s house and went away. 27The sons of Jacob came upon the slain and plundered the city, because they had defiled their sister. 28They took their flocks and their herds, their donkeys, and whatever was in the city and in the field. 29All their wealth, all their little ones and their wives, all that was in the houses, they captured and plundered.

   30Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi,  x “You have brought trouble on me  y by making me stink to the inhabitants of the land,  z the Canaanites and the Perizzites.  a My numbers are few, and if they gather themselves against me and attack me, I shall be destroyed, both I and my household.” 31But they said, “Should he treat our sister like a prostitute?”

  God Blesses and Renames Jacob

   GENESIS 35 [†]God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to  b Bethel and dwell there. Make an altar there to the God who appeared to you  c when you fled from your brother Esau.” 2[†]So Jacob said to his  d household and to all who were with him, “Put away  e the foreign gods that are among you and  f purify yourselves and change your garments. 3Then let us arise and go up to Bethel, so that I may make there an altar to the God  g who answers me in the day of my distress and  h has been with me wherever I have gone.” 4[†]So they gave to Jacob all the foreign gods that they had, and the rings that were in their ears. Jacob hid them under  i the terebinth tree that was near Shechem.

   5[†]And as they journeyed, a terror from God fell upon the cities that were around them, so that they did not pursue the sons of Jacob. 6[†]And Jacob came to  j Luz (that is, Bethel), which is in the land of Canaan, he and all the people who were with him, 7and there he built an altar and called the place El-bethel, [1] because  k there God had revealed himself to him when he fled from his brother. 8[†]And  l Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died, and she was buried under an oak below Bethel. So he called its name Allon-bacuth. [2]

   9[†]God appeared [3] to Jacob again, when he came from Paddan-aram, and blessed him. 10[†]And God said to him, “Your name is Jacob;  m no longer shall your name be called Jacob, but  n Israel shall be your name.” So he called his name Israel. 11[†]And God said to him,  o “I am God Almighty: [4] be  p fruitful and multiply.  q A nation and a company of nations shall come from you, and kings shall come from your own body. [5] 12 r The land that I gave to Abraham and Isaac I will give to you, and I will give the land to your offspring after you.” 13Then God  s went up from him in the place where he had spoken with him. 14[†]And Jacob  t set up a pillar in the place where he had spoken with him, a pillar of stone. He poured out a drink offering on it and poured oil on it. 15So Jacob called the name of the place where God had spoken with him  u Bethel.

  The Deaths of Rachel and Isaac

   16[†]Then they journeyed from Bethel. When they were still some distance [6] from Ephrath, Rachel went into labor, and she had hard labor. 17And when her labor was at its hardest, the midwife said to her, “Do not fear, for  v you have another son.” 18[†]And as her soul was departing (for she was dying), she called his name Ben-oni; [7]  w but his father called him Benjamin. [8] 19So  x Rachel died, and she was buried on the way to  y Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem), 20and Jacob set up a pillar over her tomb. It is  z the pillar of Rachel’s tomb, which is there to this day. 21Israel journeyed on and pitched his tent beyond the tower of Eder.

   22[†]While Israel lived in that land, Reuben went and  a lay with Bilhah his father’s concubine. And Israel heard of it.

  Now the sons of Jacob were twelve. 23The sons of Leah:  b Reuben (Jacob’s firstborn), Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun. 24The sons of Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin. 25The sons of Bilhah, Rachel’s servant: Dan and Naphtali. 26[†]The sons of Zilpah, Leah’s servant: Gad and Asher. These were the sons of Jacob who were born to him in Paddan-aram.

   27[†]And Jacob came to his father Isaac at  c Mamre, or  d Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron), where Abraham and Isaac had sojourned. 28[†]Now the days of Isaac were 180 years. 29And Isaac breathed his last, and he died  e and was gathered to his people, old and full of days. And  f his sons Esau and Jacob buried him.

  Esau’s Descendants

   GENESIS 36 [†]These are the generations of Esau (that is,  g Edom). 2Esau  h took his wives from the Canaanites: Adah the daughter of Elon the Hittite,  i Oholibamah the daughter of Anah the daughter [1] of Zibeon the Hivite, 3and  j Basemath, Ishmael’s daughter, the sister of Nebaioth. 4And Adah bore to Esau,  k Eliphaz; Basemath bore Reuel; 5and Oholibamah bore Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. These are the sons of Esau who were born to him in the land of Canaan.

   6Then Esau took his wives, his sons, his daughters, and all the members of his household, his livestock, all his beasts, and all his property that he had acquired in the land of Canaan. He went into a land away from his brother Jacob. 7 l For their possessions were too great for them to dwell together.  m The land of their sojournings could not support them because of their livestock. 8So Esau settled in  n the hill country of Seir. ( o Esau is Edom.)

   9These are the generations of Esau the father of  p the Edomites in the hill country of Seir. 10These are the names of Esau’s sons:  q Eliphaz the son of Adah the wife of Esau, Reuel the son of Basemath the wife of Esau. 11The sons of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam, and Kenaz. 12[†](Timna was a concubine of Eliphaz, Esau’s son; she bore  r Amalek to Eliphaz.) These are the sons of Adah, Esau’s wife. 13These are the sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah. These are the sons of Basemath, Esau’s wife. 14These are the sons of  s Oholibamah the daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon, Esau’s wife: she bore to Esau Jeush, Jalam, and Korah.

   15These are  t the chiefs of the sons of Esau.  u The sons of Eliphaz the firstborn of Esau: the chiefs Teman, Omar, Zepho, Kenaz, 16Korah, Gatam, and Amalek; these are the chiefs of Eliphaz in the land of Edom; these are the sons of Adah. 17These are the sons of  v Reuel, Esau’s son: the chiefs Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah; these are the chiefs of Reuel in the land of Edom; these are the sons of Basemath, Esau’s wife. 18These are the sons of  w Oholibamah, Esau’s wife: the chiefs Jeush, Jalam, and Korah; these are the chiefs born of Oholibamah the daughter of Anah, Esau’s wife. 19These are the sons of Esau ( x that is, Edom), and these are their chiefs.

   20[†] y These are the sons of  z Seir the Horite, the inhabitants of the land: Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, 21Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan; these are the chiefs of the Horites, the sons of Seir in the land of Edom. 22The sons of Lotan were Hori and Hemam; and Lotan’s sister was Timna. 23These are the sons of Shobal: Alvan, Manahath, Ebal, Shepho, and Onam. 24These are the sons of Zibeon: Aiah and Anah; he is the Anah who found the hot springs in the wilderness, as he pastured the donkeys of Zibeon his father. 25These are the children of Anah: Dishon and  a Oholibamah the daughter of Anah. 26These are the sons of Dishon: Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran, and Cheran. 27These are the sons of Ezer: Bilhan, Zaavan, and Akan. 28These are the sons of Dishan: Uz and Aran. 29These are the chiefs of the Horites: the  b chiefs Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, 30Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan; these are the chiefs of the Horites, chief by chief in the land of Seir.

   31 c These are the kings who reigned in the land of Edom, before any king reigned over the Israelites. 32Bela the son of Beor reigned in Edom, the name of his city being Dinhabah. 33Bela died, and Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his place. 34Jobab died, and Husham of the land of the Temanites reigned in his place. 35Husham died, and Hadad the son of Bedad, who defeated Midian in the country of Moab, reigned in his place, the name of his city being Avith. 36Hadad died, and Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his place. 37Samlah died, and Shaul of  d Rehoboth on the Euphrates [2] reigned in his place. 38Shaul died, and Baal-hanan the son of Achbor reigned in his place. 39Baal-hanan the son of Achbor died, and Hadar reigned in his place, the name of his city being Pau; his wife’s name was Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, daughter of Mezahab.

   40These are the names of the chiefs of Esau, according to their clans and their dwelling places, by their names: the chiefs Timna, Alvah, Jetheth, 41Oholibamah, Elah,  e Pinon, 42Kenaz, Teman, Mibzar, 43Magdiel, and Iram; these are the chiefs of Edom (that is, Esau, the father of  f Edom), according to their dwelling places in the land of their possession.

  Joseph’s Dreams

   GENESIS 37 [†]Jacob lived in  g the land of his father’s sojournings, in the land of Canaan.

   2[†]These are the generations of Jacob.

  Joseph, being seventeen years old, was pasturing the flock with his brothers. He was a boy with the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives. And Joseph brought  h a bad report of them to their father. 3[†]Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his sons, because he was  i the son of his old age. And he made him  j a robe of many colors. [1] 4But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak peacefully to him.

   5[†]Now Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers they hated him even more. 6He said to them, “Hear this dream that I have dreamed: 7Behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and behold,  k my sheaf arose and stood upright. And behold, your sheaves gathered around it and  l bowed down to my sheaf.” 8[†]His brothers said to him, “Are you indeed to reign over us? Or are you indeed to rule over us?” So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words.

   9[†]Then he dreamed another dream and told it to his brothers and said, “Behold, I have dreamed another dream. Behold, the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” 10But when he told it to his father and to his brothers, his father rebuked him and said to him, “What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall I and  m your mother and your brothers indeed come  n to bow ourselves to the ground before you?” 11And  o his brothers were jealous of him,  p but his father kept the saying in mind.

  Joseph Sold by His Brothers

   12[†]Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near  q Shechem. 13And Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” And he said to him, “Here I am.” 14So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock, and bring me word.” So he sent him from the Valley of  r Hebron, and he came to Shechem. 15[†]And a man found him wandering in the fields. And the man asked him, “What are you seeking?” 16“I am seeking my brothers,” he said. “Tell me, please, where they are pasturing the flock.” 17And the man said, “They have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to  s Dothan.’” So Joseph went after his brothers and found them at  s Dothan.

   18[†]They saw him from afar, and before he came near to them  t they conspired against him to kill him. 19They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. 20Come now,  u let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits. [2] Then we will say that a fierce animal has devoured him, and we will see what will become of his dreams.” 21[†]But when  v Reuben heard it, he rescued him out of their hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” 22And Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but do not lay a hand on him”— w that he might rescue him out of their hand to restore him to his father. 23So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe,  x the robe of many colors that he wore. 24And they took him and  y threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it.

   25[†]Then they sat down to eat. And looking up they saw a  z caravan of  a Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with their camels bearing  b gum, balm, and myrrh, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. 26[†]Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it  c if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 27Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and  d let not our hand be upon him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers listened to him. 28Then  e Midianite traders passed by. And they drew Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, and  f sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels [3] of silver. They took Joseph to Egypt.

   29[†]When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not in the pit, he  g tore his clothes 30and returned to his brothers and said, “The boy  h is gone, and I, where shall I go?” 31Then they took  i Joseph’s robe and slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in the blood. 32And they sent the robe of many colors and brought it to their father and said, “This we have found; please identify whether it is your son’s robe or not.” 33And he identified it and said, “It is my son’s robe.  j A fierce animal has devoured him. Joseph is without doubt torn to pieces.” 34[†]Then Jacob tore his garments and put sackcloth on his loins and mourned for his son many days. 35[†]All his sons and all his daughters  k rose up to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted and said, “No,  l I shall go down to Sheol to my son, mourning.” Thus his father wept for him. 36Meanwhile  m the Midianites had sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh,  n the captain of the guard.

  Judah and Tamar

   GENESIS 38 [†]It happened at that time that Judah went down from his brothers and  o turned aside to a certain  p Adullamite, whose name was Hirah. 2There Judah saw the daughter of a certain Canaanite whose name was  q Shua. He took her and went in to her, 3and she conceived and bore a son, and he called his name  r Er. 4She conceived again and bore a son, and she called his name  r Onan. 5Yet again she bore a son, and she called his name  r Shelah. Judah [1] was in Chezib when she bore him.

   6[†]And Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, and her name was Tamar. 7But Er, Judah’s firstborn,  s was wicked in the sight of the LORD, and the LORD put him to death. 8[†]Then Judah said to Onan, “Go in to  t your brother’s wife and  u perform the duty of a brother-in-law to her, and raise up offspring for your brother.” 9[†]But Onan knew that the offspring would not be his. So whenever he went in to his brother’s wife he would waste the semen on the ground, so as not to give offspring to his brother. 10And what he did was wicked in the sight of the LORD, and he put him to death also. 11[†]Then Judah said to Tamar his daughter-in-law,  v “Remain a widow in your father’s house, till Shelah my son grows up”—for he feared that he would die, like his brothers. So Tamar went and remained  w in her father’s house.

   12[†]In the course of time the wife of Judah, Shua’s daughter, died. When Judah  x was comforted, he went up to  y Timnah to his sheepshearers, he and his friend Hirah the Adullamite. 13[†]And when Tamar was told, “Your father-in-law is going up to Timnah to shear his sheep,” 14she took off her widow’s garments  z and covered herself with a veil, wrapping herself up, and sat at the entrance to  a Enaim, which is on the road to Timnah. For she saw that Shelah was grown up,  b and she had not been given to him in marriage. 15[†]When Judah saw her, he thought she was a prostitute, for she had covered her face. 16[†]He turned to her at the roadside and said, “Come, let me come in to you,” for he did not know that she was his daughter-in-law. She said, “What will you give me, that you may come in to me?” 17He answered, “I will send you a young goat from the flock.” And she said, “If you give me a pledge, until you send it—” 18He said, “What pledge shall I give you?” She replied,  c “Your signet and your cord and your staff that is in your hand.” So he gave them to her and went in to her, and she conceived by him. 19Then she arose and went away, and taking off  d her veil she put on the garments of her widowhood.

   20When Judah sent the young goat by his friend the Adullamite to take back the pledge from the woman’s hand, he did not find her. 21[†]And he asked the men of the place, “Where is the cult prostitute [2] who was at  e Enaim at the roadside?” And they said, “No cult prostitute has been here.” 22So he returned to Judah and said, “I have not found her. Also, the men of the place said, ‘No cult prostitute has been here.’” 23And Judah replied, “Let her keep the things as her own, or we shall be laughed at. You see, I sent this young goat, and you did not find her.”

   24[†]About three months later Judah was told, “Tamar your daughter-in-law  f has been immoral. [3] Moreover, she is pregnant by immorality.” [4] And Judah said, “Bring her out, and  g let her be burned.” 25As she was being brought out, she sent word to her father-in-law, “By the man to whom these belong, I am pregnant.” And she said, “Please identify whose these are,  h the signet and the cord and the staff.” 26Then Judah identified them and said,  i “She is more righteous than I, since  j I did not give her to my son Shelah.” And he did not know her again.

   27[†]When the time of her labor came, there were twins in her womb. 28And when she was in labor, one put out a hand, and the midwife took and tied a scarlet thread on his hand, saying, “This one came out first.” 29But as he drew back his hand, behold, his brother came out. And she said, “What a breach you have made for yourself!” Therefore his name was called  k Perez. [5] 30Afterward his brother came out with the scarlet thread on his hand, and his name was called  k Zerah.

  Joseph and Potiphar’s Wife

   GENESIS 39 [†]Now Joseph had been brought down to Egypt, and  l Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the guard, an Egyptian,  m had bought him from the  n Ishmaelites who had brought him down there. 2[†] o The LORD was with Joseph, and he became a successful man, and he was in the house of his Egyptian master. 3His master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD  p caused all that he did to succeed in his hands. 4So Joseph  q found favor in his sight and attended him, and he made him overseer of his house  r and put him in charge of all that he had. 5From the time that he made him overseer in his house and over all that he had, the LORD blessed the Egyptian’s house  s for Joseph’s sake; the blessing of the LORD was on all that he had, in house and field. 6[†]So he left all that he had in Joseph’s charge, and because of him he had no concern about anything but the food he ate.

  Now Joseph was  t handsome in form and appearance. 7And after a time his master’s wife cast her eyes on Joseph and said, “Lie with me.” 8But he refused and said to his master’s wife, “Behold, because of me my master has no concern about anything in the house, and  u he has put everything that he has in my charge. 9He is not greater in this house than I am, nor has he kept back anything from me except you, because you are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness and  v sin against God?” 10And as she spoke to Joseph day after day, he  w would not listen to her, to lie beside her or to be with her.

   11But one day, when he went into the house to do his work and none of the men of the house was there in the house, 12 x she caught him by his garment, saying, “Lie with me.” But he left his garment in her hand and fled and got out of the house. 13[†]And as soon as she saw that he had left his garment in her hand and had fled out of the house, 14she called to the men of her household and said to them, “See, he has brought among us a Hebrew to laugh at us. He came in to me to lie with me, and I cried out with a loud voice. 15And as soon as he heard that I lifted up my voice and cried out, he left his garment beside me and fled and got out of the house.” 16Then she laid up his garment by her until his master came home, 17and she told him the same story, saying, “The Hebrew servant, whom you have brought among us, came in to me to laugh at me. 18But as soon as I lifted up my voice and cried, he left his garment beside me and fled out of the house.”

   19As soon as his master heard the words that his wife spoke to him, “This is the way your servant treated me,” his anger was kindled. 20[†]And Joseph’s master took him and  y put him into the  z prison, the place where the king’s prisoners were confined, and he was there in prison. 21But  a the LORD was with Joseph and showed him steadfast love  b and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 22And the keeper of the prison  c put Joseph in charge of all the prisoners who were in the prison. Whatever was done there, he was the one who did it. 23The keeper of the prison paid no attention to anything that was in Joseph’s charge, because  d the LORD was with him. And whatever he did, the LORD made it succeed.

  Joseph Interprets Two Prisoners’ Dreams

   GENESIS 40 [†]Some time after this, the  e cupbearer of the king of Egypt and his baker committed an offense against their lord the king of Egypt. 2[†]And Pharaoh was angry with his two officers, the chief cupbearer and the chief baker, 3 f and he put them in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, in the prison where Joseph was confined. 4[†]The captain of the guard appointed Joseph to be with them, and he attended them. They continued for some time in custody.

   5[†]And one night they both dreamed—the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were confined in the prison—each his own dream, and each dream with its own interpretation. 6When Joseph came to them in the morning, he saw that they were troubled. 7So he asked Pharaoh’s officers who were with him in custody in his master’s house,  g “Why are your faces downcast today?” 8They said to him,  h “We have had dreams, and there is no one to interpret them.” And Joseph said to them,  i “Do not interpretations belong to God? Please tell them to me.”

   9So the chief cupbearer told his dream to Joseph and said to him, “In my dream there was a vine before me, 10and on the vine there were three branches. As soon as it budded, its blossoms shot forth, and the clusters ripened into grapes. 11Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand, and I took the grapes and pressed them into Pharaoh’s cup and placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand.” 12Then Joseph said to him,  j “This is its interpretation:  k the three branches are three days. 13In three days Pharaoh will  l lift up your head and restore you to your office, and you shall place Pharaoh’s cup in his hand as formerly, when you were his cupbearer. 14[†]Only remember me, when it is well with you, and please do me the kindness to mention me to Pharaoh, and so get me out of this house. 15For  m I was indeed stolen out of the land of the Hebrews, and  n here also I have done nothing that they should put me into the pit.”

   16When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was favorable, he said to Joseph, “I also had a dream: there were three cake baskets on my head, 17and in the uppermost basket there were all sorts of baked food for Pharaoh, but the birds were eating it out of the basket on my head.” 18[†]And Joseph answered and said,  o “This is its interpretation: the three baskets are three days. 19 p In three days Pharaoh will lift up your head—from you!—and  q hang you on a tree. And the birds will eat the flesh from you.”

   20[†]On the third day, which was Pharaoh’s  r birthday, he made a feast for all his servants and  s lifted up the head of the chief cupbearer and the head of the chief baker among his servants. 21 t He restored the chief cupbearer to his position, and  u he placed the cup in Pharaoh’s hand. 22But he  v hanged the chief baker, as Joseph had interpreted to them. 23[†]Yet the chief cupbearer did not remember Joseph, but forgot him.

  Joseph Interprets Pharaoh’s Dreams

   GENESIS 41 [†]After two whole years, Pharaoh dreamed that he was standing by the Nile, 2and behold, there came up out of the Nile seven cows attractive and plump, and they fed in the reed grass. 3And behold, seven other cows, ugly and thin, came up out of the Nile after them, and stood by the other cows on the bank of the Nile. 4And the ugly, thin cows ate up the seven attractive, plump cows. And Pharaoh awoke. 5And he fell asleep and dreamed a second time. And behold, seven ears of grain, plump and good, were growing on one stalk. 6And behold, after them sprouted seven ears, thin and  w blighted by the east wind. 7And the thin ears swallowed up the seven plump, full ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and behold, it was a dream. 8[†]So in the morning  x his spirit was troubled, and he sent and called for all the  y magicians of Egypt and all its wise men. Pharaoh told them his dreams, but there was none who could interpret them to Pharaoh.

   9Then the chief cupbearer said to Pharaoh, “I remember my offenses today. 10When Pharaoh was  z angry with his servants  a and put me and the chief baker in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, 11 b we dreamed on the same night, he and I, each having a dream with its own interpretation. 12[†]A young Hebrew was there with us, a servant of the captain of the guard. When we told him,  c he interpreted our dreams to us, giving an interpretation to each man according to his dream. 13And  d as he interpreted to us, so it came about. I was restored to my office, and the baker was hanged.”

   14[†] e Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they  f quickly brought him  g out of the pit. And when he had shaved himself and changed his clothes, he came in before Pharaoh. 15[†]And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had a dream, and there is no one who can interpret it.  h I have heard it said of you that when you hear a dream you can interpret it.” 16Joseph answered Pharaoh,  i “It is not in me;  j God will give Pharaoh a favorable answer.” [1] 17[†]Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Behold,  k in my dream I was standing on the banks of the Nile. 18Seven cows, plump and attractive, came up out of the Nile and fed in the reed grass. 19Seven other cows came up after them, poor and very ugly and thin, such as I had never seen in all the land of Egypt. 20And the thin, ugly cows ate up the first seven plump cows, 21but when they had eaten them no one would have known that they had eaten them, for they were still as ugly as at the beginning. Then I awoke. 22I also saw in my dream seven ears growing on one stalk, full and good. 23Seven ears, withered, thin, and blighted by the east wind, sprouted after them, 24and the thin ears swallowed up the seven good ears. And  l I told it to the magicians, but there was no one who could explain it to me.”

   25[†]Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of Pharaoh are one;  m God has revealed to Pharaoh what he is about to do. 26The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven good ears are seven years; the dreams are one. 27The seven lean and ugly cows that came up after them are seven years, and the seven empty ears blighted by the east wind are also  n seven years of famine. 28It is as I told Pharaoh;  o God has shown to Pharaoh what he is about to do. 29There will come  p seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt, 30but after them there will arise  q seven years of famine, and all the plenty will be forgotten in the land of Egypt.  r The famine will consume the land, 31and the plenty will be unknown in the land by reason of the famine that will follow, for it will be very severe. 32And the doubling of Pharaoh’s dream means that the  s thing is fixed by God, and God will shortly bring it about. 33Now therefore let Pharaoh select a discerning and wise man, and set him over the land of Egypt. 34Let Pharaoh proceed to appoint overseers over the land and take one-fifth of the produce of the land [2] of Egypt during the seven plentiful years. 35And  t let them gather all the food of these good years that are coming and store up grain under the authority of Pharaoh for food in the cities, and let them keep it. 36That food shall be a reserve for the land against the seven years of famine that are to occur in the land of Egypt, so that the land may not perish through the famine.”

  Joseph Rises to Power

   37This proposal pleased Pharaoh and all his servants. 38[†]And Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find a man like this,  u in whom is the Spirit of God?” [3] 39Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has shown you all this, there is none so discerning and wise as you are. 40[†] v You shall be over my house, and all my people shall order themselves as you command. [4] Only as regards the throne will I be greater than you.” 41And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See,  w I have set you over all the land of Egypt.” 42[†]Then Pharaoh  x took his signet ring from his hand and put it on Joseph’s hand, and  y clothed him in garments of fine linen  z and put a gold chain about his neck. 43And he made him ride in his second chariot.  a And they called out before him, “Bow the knee!” [5] Thus he set him  b over all the land of Egypt. 44Moreover, Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, and  c without your consent no one shall lift up hand or foot in all the land of Egypt.” 45[†]And Pharaoh called Joseph’s name Zaphenath-paneah. And he gave him in marriage Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera priest of On. So Joseph went out over the land of Egypt.

   46Joseph was thirty years old when he  d entered the service of Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh and went through all the land of Egypt. 47During the seven plentiful years the earth produced abundantly, 48and he gathered up all the food of these seven years, which occurred in the land of Egypt, and put the food in the cities. He put in every city the food from the fields around it. 49And Joseph stored up grain in great abundance,  e like the sand of the sea, until he ceased to measure it, for it could not be measured.

   50[†]Before the year of famine came,  f two sons were born to Joseph. Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera priest of On, bore them to him. 51Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh. “For,” he said, “God has made me forget all my hardship and all my father’s house.” [6] 52The name of the second he called Ephraim, “For God has  g made me fruitful in the land of my affliction.” [7]

   53The seven years of plenty that occurred in the land of Egypt came to an end, 54[†]and  h the seven years of famine began to come,  i as Joseph had said. There was famine in all lands, but in all the land of Egypt there was bread. 55When all the land of Egypt was famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread. Pharaoh said to all the Egyptians, “Go to Joseph. What he says to you, do.”

   56So when the famine had spread over all the land, Joseph opened all the storehouses [8] and  j sold to the Egyptians, for the famine was severe in the land of Egypt. 57Moreover, all the earth came to Egypt to Joseph to buy grain, because the famine was severe  k over all the earth.

  Joseph’s Brothers Go to Egypt

   GENESIS 42 [†]When  l Jacob learned that there was grain for sale in Egypt, he said to his sons, “Why do you look at one another?” 2And he said, “Behold, I have heard that there is grain for sale in Egypt. Go down and buy grain for us there, that we may  m live and not die.” 3So ten of Joseph’s brothers went down to buy grain in Egypt. 4But Jacob did not send Benjamin,  n Joseph’s brother, with his brothers, for  o he feared that harm might happen to him. 5Thus the sons of Israel came to buy among the others who came, for the famine was in the land of Canaan.

   6[†]Now Joseph was governor  p over the land. He was the one who sold to all the people of the land. And Joseph’s brothers came and  q bowed themselves before him with their faces to the ground. 7Joseph saw his brothers and recognized them, but he treated them like strangers and  r spoke roughly to them. “Where do you come from?” he said. They said, “From the land of Canaan, to buy food.” 8And Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize him. 9And Joseph  s remembered the dreams that he had dreamed of them.  t And he said to them, “You are spies; you have come to see the nakedness of the land.” 10[†]They said to him, “No, my lord, your servants have come to buy food. 11We are all sons of one man. We are honest men. Your servants have never been spies.”

   12He said to them, “No, it is the nakedness of the land that you have come to see.” 13And they said, “We, your servants, are twelve brothers, the sons of one man in the land of Canaan, and behold, the youngest is this day with our father, and one  u is no more.” 14But Joseph said to them, “It is as I said to you. You are spies. 15By this you shall be tested: by the life of Pharaoh, you shall not go from this place unless your youngest brother comes here. 16Send one of you, and let him bring your brother, while you remain confined, that your words may be tested, whether there is truth in you. Or else, by the life of Pharaoh, surely you are spies.” 17And he put them all together in custody for three days.

   18On the third day Joseph said to them, “Do this and you will live,  v for I fear God: 19if you are honest men, let one of your brothers remain confined where you are in custody, and let the rest go and carry  w grain for the famine of your households, 20and  x bring your youngest brother to me. So your words will be verified, and you shall not die.” And they did so. 21Then they said to one another,  y “In truth we are guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the distress of his soul, when he begged us and we did not listen. That is why this distress has come upon us.” 22And Reuben answered them,  z “Did I not tell you not to sin against the boy? But you did not listen. So now  a there comes a reckoning for his blood.” 23They did not know that Joseph understood them, for there was an interpreter between them. 24Then he turned away from them and  b wept. And he returned to them and spoke to them. And he took Simeon from them and bound him before their eyes. 25 c And Joseph gave orders to fill their bags with grain, and to replace every man’s money in his sack, and to give them provisions for the journey. This was done for them.

   26Then they loaded their donkeys with their grain and departed. 27And as  d one of them opened his sack to give his donkey fodder at  e the lodging place, he saw his money in the mouth of his sack. 28He said to his brothers, “My money has been put back; here it is in the mouth of my sack!” At this their hearts failed them, and they turned trembling to one another, saying, “What is this that God has done to us?”

   29When they came to Jacob their father in the land of Canaan, they told him all that had happened to them, saying, 30“The man, the lord of the land,  f spoke roughly to us and took us to be spies of the land. 31But we said to him, ‘We are honest men; we have never been spies. 32We are twelve brothers, sons of our father. One  g is no more, and the youngest is this day with our father in the land of Canaan.’ 33Then the man, the lord of the land, said to us,  h ‘By this I shall know that you are honest men: leave one of your brothers with me, and take  i grain for the famine of your households, and go your way. 34Bring your youngest brother to me. Then I shall know that you are not spies but honest men, and I will deliver your brother to you, and you shall  j trade in the land.’”

   35 k As they emptied their sacks, behold, every man’s bundle of money was in his sack. And when they and their father saw their bundles of money, they were afraid. 36[†]And Jacob their father said to them, “You have  l bereaved me of my children: Joseph is no more, and Simeon is no more, and now you would take Benjamin. All this has come against me.” 37Then Reuben said to his father, “Kill  m my two sons if I do not bring him back to you. Put him in my hands, and I will bring him back to you.” 38[†]But he said, “My son shall not go down with you, for  n his brother is dead, and he is the only one left.  o If harm should happen to him on the journey that you are to make,  p you would bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to Sheol.”

  Joseph’s Brothers Return to Egypt

   GENESIS 43 [†]Now the famine was  q severe in the land. 2And when they had eaten the grain that they had brought from Egypt, their father said to them, “Go again, buy us a little food.” 3But Judah said to him, “The man solemnly warned us, saying, ‘You shall not see my face unless your  r brother is with you.’ 4If you will send our brother with us, we will go down and buy you food. 5But if you will not send him, we will not go down, for the man said to us, ‘You shall not see my face, unless your brother is with you.’” 6Israel said, “Why did you treat me so badly as to tell the man that you had another brother?” 7They replied, “The man questioned us carefully about ourselves and our kindred, saying, ‘Is your father still alive? Do you have another brother?’ What we told him was in answer to these questions. Could we in any way know that he would say, ‘Bring your brother down’?” 8And Judah said to Israel his father, “Send the boy with me, and we will arise and go, that we may  s live and not die, both we and you and also our little ones. 9I will be a pledge of his safety. From my hand you shall require him.  t If I do not bring him back to you and set him before you, then let me bear the blame forever. 10If we had not delayed, we would now have returned twice.”

   11Then their father Israel said to them, “If it must be so, then do this: take some of the choice fruits of the land in your bags, and carry a present down to the man, a little  u balm and a little honey, gum, myrrh, pistachio nuts, and almonds. 12Take double the money with you. Carry back with you the money  v that was returned in the mouth of your sacks. Perhaps it was an oversight. 13Take also your brother, and arise, go again to the man. 14May  w God Almighty [1]  x grant you mercy before the man, and may he send back your other brother and Benjamin. And as for me,  y if I am bereaved of my children, I am bereaved.”

   15So the men took this present, and they took double the money with them, and Benjamin. They arose and went down to Egypt and stood before Joseph.

   16When Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the  z steward of his house, “Bring the men into the house, and slaughter an animal and make ready, for the men are to dine with me at noon.” 17The man did as Joseph told him and brought the men to Joseph’s house. 18And the men were afraid because they were brought to Joseph’s house, and they said, “It is because of the money, which was replaced in our sacks the first time, that we are brought in, so that he may assault us and fall upon us to make us servants and seize our donkeys.” 19So they went up to the steward of Joseph’s house and spoke with him at the door of the house, 20and said,  a “Oh, my lord,  b we came down the first time to buy food. 21And  c when we came to the lodging place we opened our sacks, and there was each man’s money in the mouth of his sack, our money in full weight. So we have brought it again with us, 22and we have brought other money down with us to buy food. We do not know who put our money in our sacks.” 23He replied, “Peace to you, do not be afraid. Your God and the God of your father has put treasure in your sacks for you. I received your money.” Then he brought Simeon out to them. 24And when the man had brought the men into Joseph’s house and  d given them water, and they had washed their feet, and when he had given their donkeys fodder, 25they prepared  e the present for Joseph’s coming at noon, for they heard that they should eat bread there.

   26When Joseph came home, they brought into the house to him the present that they had with them and  f bowed down to him to the ground. 27And he inquired about their welfare and said, “Is your father well, the old man  g of whom you spoke? Is he still alive?” 28They said, “Your servant our father is well; he is still alive.” And they  h bowed their heads and prostrated themselves. 29And he lifted up his eyes and saw his brother Benjamin,  i his mother’s son, and said, “Is this your youngest brother,  g of whom you spoke to me? God be gracious to you, my son!” 30[†]Then Joseph hurried out, for  j his compassion grew warm for his brother, and he sought a place to weep. And he entered his chamber and  k wept there. 31Then he washed his face and came out. And  l controlling himself he said, “Serve the food.” 32[†]They served him by himself, and them by themselves, and the Egyptians who ate with him by themselves, because the Egyptians could not eat with the Hebrews, for that is  m an abomination to the Egyptians. 33And they sat before him, the firstborn according to his birthright and the youngest according to his youth. And the men looked at one another in amazement. 34 n Portions were taken to them from Joseph’s table, but Benjamin’s portion was  o five times as much as any of theirs. And they drank and were merry [2] with him.

  Joseph Tests His Brothers

   GENESIS 44 [†]Then he commanded  p the steward of his house,  q “Fill the men’s sacks with food, as much as they can carry, and put each man’s money in the mouth of his sack, 2and put my cup, the silver cup, in the mouth of the sack of the youngest, with his money for the grain.” And he did as Joseph told him.

   3[†]As soon as the morning was light, the men were sent away with their donkeys. 4They had gone only a short distance from the city. Now Joseph said to his  r steward, “Up, follow after the men, and when you overtake them, say to them, ‘Why have you repaid evil for good? [1] 5Is it not from this that my lord drinks, and  s by this that he practices divination? You have done evil in doing this.’”

   6When he overtook them, he spoke to them these words. 7They said to him, “Why does my lord speak such words as these? Far be it from your servants to do such a thing! 8Behold,  t the money that we found in the mouths of our sacks we brought back to you from the land of Canaan. How then could we steal silver or gold from your lord’s house? 9 u Whichever of your servants is found with it shall die, and we also will be  v my lord’s servants.” 10He said, “Let it be as you say: he who is found with it shall be my servant, and the rest of you shall be innocent.” 11[†]Then each man quickly lowered his sack to the ground, and each man opened his sack. 12And he searched, beginning with the eldest and ending with the youngest. And the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack. 13Then they  w tore their clothes, and every man loaded his donkey, and they returned to the city.

   14[†]When Judah and his brothers came to Joseph’s house, he was still there. They  x fell before him to the ground. 15Joseph said to them, “What deed is this that you have done? Do you not know that a man like me  y can indeed practice divination?” 16And Judah said, “What shall we say to my lord? What shall we speak? Or how can we clear ourselves? God has found out  z the guilt of your servants; behold, we are  a my lord’s servants, both we and he also in whose hand the cup has been found.” 17But he said, “Far be it from me that I should do so! Only the man in whose hand the cup was found shall be my servant. But as for you, go up in peace to your father.”

   18[†]Then Judah went up to him and said,  b “Oh, my lord, please let your servant speak a word in my lord’s ears, and  c let not your anger burn against your servant, for  d you are like Pharaoh himself. 19My lord asked his servants, saying, ‘Have you a father, or a brother?’ 20And we said to my lord, ‘We have a father, an old man,  e and a young brother,  f the child of his old age. His brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother’s children, and his father loves him.’ 21Then you said to your servants,  g ‘Bring him down to me, that I may set my eyes on him.’ 22We said to my lord, ‘The boy cannot leave his father, for if he should leave his father,  h his father would die.’ 23Then you said to your servants,  i ‘Unless your youngest brother comes down with you, you shall not see my face again.’

   24“When we went back to your servant my father, we told him the words of my lord. 25And when  j our father said, ‘Go again, buy us a little food,’ 26we said, ‘We cannot go down. If our youngest brother goes with us, then we will go down. For we cannot see the man’s face unless our youngest brother is with us.’ 27Then your servant my father said to us, ‘You know that my wife bore me  k two sons. 28One left me, and I said,  l “Surely he has been torn to pieces,” and I have never seen him since. 29[†]If you  m take this one also from me,  n and harm happens to him, you will bring down my gray hairs in evil to Sheol.’

   30[†]“Now therefore, as soon as I come to your servant my father, and the boy is not with us, then, as his life is bound up in the boy’s life, 31as soon as he sees that the boy is not with us, he will die, and your servants will bring down the gray hairs of your servant our father with sorrow to Sheol. 32For your servant became a pledge of safety for the boy to my father, saying,  o ‘If I do not bring him back to you, then I shall bear the blame before my father all my life.’ 33Now therefore, please let your servant remain instead of the boy as a servant to my lord, and let the boy go back with his brothers. 34For how can I go back to my father if the boy is not with me? I fear to see the evil that would find my father.”

  Joseph Provides for His Brothers and Family

   GENESIS 45 [†]Then Joseph could not  p control himself before all those who stood by him. He cried, “Make everyone go out from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 2And he wept aloud, so that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. 3And Joseph said to his brothers,  q “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence.

   4So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. And he said, “I am your brother, Joseph,  r whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here,  s for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are  t yet five years in which there will be neither  u plowing nor harvest. 7And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8[†]So it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and  v ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; do not tarry. 10[†] w You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, and your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11 x There I will provide for you, for there are yet five years of famine to come, so that you and your household, and all that you have, do not come to poverty.’ 12And now your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see, that it is  y my mouth that speaks to you. 13You must tell my father of all my honor in Egypt, and of all that you have seen. Hurry and  z bring my father down here.” 14Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, and Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them. After that his brothers talked with him.

   16When the report was heard in Pharaoh’s house, “Joseph’s brothers have come,” it pleased Pharaoh and his servants. 17And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Say to your brothers, ‘Do this: load your beasts and go back to the land of Canaan, 18and take your father and your households, and come to me, and  a I will give you the best of the land of Egypt, and you shall eat the fat of the land.’ 19And you, Joseph, are commanded to say, ‘Do this: take  b wagons from the land of Egypt for your little ones and for your wives, and bring your father, and come. 20Have no concern for [1] your goods, for the best of all the land of Egypt is yours.’”

   21The sons of Israel did so: and Joseph gave them  b wagons, according to the command of Pharaoh, and gave them provisions for the journey. 22To each and all of them he gave  c a change of clothes, but to Benjamin he gave three hundred shekels [2] of silver and  d five changes of clothes. 23To his father he sent as follows: ten donkeys loaded with the good things of Egypt, and ten female donkeys loaded with grain, bread, and provision for his father on the journey. 24Then he sent his brothers away, and as they departed, he said to them,  e “Do not quarrel on the way.”

   25So they went up out of Egypt and came to the land of Canaan to their father Jacob. 26And they told him, “Joseph is still alive, and he is ruler over all the land of Egypt.” And his heart became numb, for he did not believe them. 27But when they told him all the words of Joseph, which he had said to them, and when he saw  f the wagons that Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of their father Jacob revived. 28And Israel said, “It is enough; Joseph my son is still alive. I will go and see him before I die.”

  Joseph Brings His Family to Egypt

   GENESIS 46 [†]So Israel took his journey with all that he had and came to  g Beersheba, and offered sacrifices  h to the God of his father Isaac. 2[†]And God spoke to Israel  i in visions of the night and said, “Jacob, Jacob.” And he said, “Here I am.” 3Then he said, “I am God,  j the God of your father. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for there I will  k make you into a great nation. 4I myself will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also  l bring you up again, and  m Joseph’s hand shall close your eyes.”

   5[†]Then Jacob set out from Beersheba. The sons of Israel carried Jacob their father, their little ones, and their wives, in the wagons  n that Pharaoh had sent to carry him. 6They also took their livestock and their goods, which they had gained in the land of Canaan, and  o came into Egypt, Jacob and all his offspring with him, 7his sons, and his sons’ sons with him, his daughters, and his sons’ daughters. All his offspring he brought with him into Egypt.

   8[†] p Now  q these are the names of the descendants of Israel, who came into Egypt, Jacob and his sons.  r Reuben, Jacob’s firstborn, 9and the sons of Reuben: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi. 10The sons of Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul, the son of a Canaanite woman. 11The sons of  s Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 12The sons of  t Judah: Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez, and Zerah (but  u Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan); and the sons of  v Perez were Hezron and Hamul. 13 w The sons of Issachar: Tola, Puvah, Yob, and Shimron. 14The sons of Zebulun: Sered, Elon, and Jahleel. 15These are the sons of Leah,  x whom she bore to Jacob in Paddan-aram, together with his daughter Dinah; altogether his sons and his daughters numbered thirty-three.

   16The sons of Gad: Ziphion, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli. 17 y The sons of Asher: Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, Beriah, with Serah their sister. And the sons of Beriah: Heber and Malchiel. 18 z These are the sons of Zilpah,  a whom Laban gave to Leah his daughter; and these she bore to Jacob—sixteen persons.

   19The sons of Rachel, Jacob’s wife: Joseph and Benjamin. 20[†]And  b to Joseph in the land of Egypt were born Manasseh and Ephraim, whom Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera the priest of  c On, bore to him. 21And  d the sons of Benjamin: Bela, Becher, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Huppim, and Ard. 22These are the sons of Rachel, who were born to Jacob—fourteen persons in all.

   23The son [1] of Dan: Hushim. 24 e The sons of Naphtali: Jahzeel, Guni, Jezer, and Shillem. 25 f These are the sons of Bilhah,  g whom Laban gave to Rachel his daughter, and these she bore to Jacob—seven persons in all.

   26[†]All the persons belonging to Jacob who came into Egypt, who were his own descendants, not including Jacob’s sons’ wives, were sixty-six persons in all. 27And the sons of Joseph, who were born to him in Egypt, were two.  h All the persons of the house of Jacob who came into Egypt were seventy.

  Jacob and Joseph Reunited

   28He had sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph to show the way before him in Goshen, and they came  i into the land of Goshen. 29Then Joseph prepared his chariot and went up to meet Israel his father in Goshen. He presented himself to him and  j fell on his neck and wept on his neck a good while. 30Israel said to Joseph,  k “Now let me die, since I have seen your face and know that you are still alive.” 31[†]Joseph said to his brothers and to his father’s household,  l “I will go up and tell Pharaoh and will say to him, ‘My brothers and my father’s household, who were in the land of Canaan, have come to me. 32 m And the men are shepherds, for they have been keepers of livestock, and they have brought their flocks and their herds and all that they have.’ 33When Pharaoh calls you and says,  m ‘What is your occupation?’ 34you shall say,  m ‘Your servants have been keepers of livestock  n from our youth even until now, both we and our fathers,’ in order that you may dwell  o in the land of Goshen, for every shepherd is  p an abomination to the Egyptians.”

  Jacob’s Family Settles in Goshen

   GENESIS 47 [†]So Joseph  q went in and told Pharaoh, “My father and my brothers, with their flocks and herds and all that they possess, have come from the land of Canaan. They are now in  r the land of Goshen.” 2And from among his brothers he took five men and  s presented them to Pharaoh. 3Pharaoh said to his brothers,  t “What is your occupation?” And they said to Pharaoh,  u “Your servants are shepherds, as our fathers were.” 4They said to Pharaoh,  v “We have come to sojourn in the land, for there is no pasture for your servants’ flocks, for the famine is severe in the land of Canaan. And now, please let your servants dwell  w in the land of Goshen.” 5Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Your father and your brothers have come to you. 6The land of Egypt is before you. Settle your father and your brothers  x in the best of the land.  y Let them settle in the land of Goshen, and if you know any  z able men among them, put them in charge of my livestock.”

   7[†]Then Joseph brought in Jacob his father and stood him before Pharaoh,  a and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 8And Pharaoh said to Jacob, “How many are the days of the years of your life?” 9And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The days of the years of my  b sojourning are 130 years.  c Few and evil have been the days of the years of my life, and  d they have not attained to the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of their  b sojourning.” 10And Jacob  e blessed Pharaoh and went out from the presence of Pharaoh. 11[†]Then Joseph settled his father and his brothers and gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of  f Rameses,  g as Pharaoh had commanded. 12And Joseph  h provided his father, his brothers, and all his father’s household with food, according to the number of their dependents.

  Joseph and the Famine

   13[†]Now there was no food in all the land, for the famine was very severe, so that the land of Egypt and the land of Canaan languished by reason of the famine. 14 i And Joseph gathered up all the money that was found in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, in exchange for the grain that they bought. And Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh’s house. 15[†]And when the money was all spent in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came to Joseph and said, “Give us food.  j Why should we die before your eyes? For our money is gone.” 16And Joseph answered, “Give your livestock, and I will give you food in exchange for your livestock, if your money is gone.” 17So they brought their livestock to Joseph, and Joseph gave them food in exchange for the horses, the flocks, the herds, and the donkeys. He supplied them with food in exchange for all their livestock that year. 18[†]And when that year was ended, they came to him the following year and said to him, “We will not hide from my lord that our money is all spent. The herds of livestock are my lord’s. There is nothing left in the sight of my lord but our bodies and our land. 19Why should we die before your eyes, both we and our land?  k Buy us and our land for food, and we with our land will be servants to Pharaoh. And give us seed that we may live and not die, and that the land may not be desolate.”

   20So Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh, for all the Egyptians sold their fields, because the famine was severe on them. The land became Pharaoh’s. 21As for the people, he made servants of them [1] from one end of Egypt to the other. 22 l Only the land of the priests he did not buy, for the priests had a fixed allowance from Pharaoh and lived on the allowance that Pharaoh gave them; therefore they did not sell their land.

   23Then Joseph said to the people, “Behold, I have this day bought you and your land for Pharaoh. Now here is seed for you, and you shall sow the land. 24And at the harvests you shall give a  m fifth to Pharaoh, and four fifths shall be your own, as seed for the field and as food for yourselves and your households, and as food for your little ones.” 25And they said, “You have saved our lives;  n may it please my lord, we will be servants to Pharaoh.” 26So Joseph made it a statute concerning the land of Egypt, and it stands to this day, that Pharaoh should have the fifth;  o the land of the priests alone did not become Pharaoh’s.

   27[†]Thus Israel settled in the land of Egypt,  p in the land of Goshen.  q And they gained possessions in it, and were fruitful and multiplied greatly. 28[†]And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years.  r So the days of Jacob, the years of his life, were 147 years.

   29And  s when the time drew near that Israel must die, he called his son Joseph and said to him, “If now  t I have found favor in your sight,  u put your hand under my thigh and  v promise to deal kindly and truly with me.  w Do not bury me in Egypt, 30but let me lie with my fathers. Carry me out of Egypt and  x bury me in their burying place.” He answered, “I will do as you have said.” 31And he said, “Swear to me”; and he swore to him. Then  y Israel bowed himself upon the head of his bed. [2]

  Jacob Blesses Ephraim and Manasseh

   GENESIS 48 [†]After this, Joseph was told, “Behold, your father is ill.” So he took with him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. 2And it was told to Jacob, “Your son Joseph has come to you.” Then Israel summoned his strength and sat up in bed. 3[†]And Jacob said to Joseph,  z “God Almighty [1] appeared to me at  a Luz in the land of Canaan and blessed me, 4and said to me, ‘Behold, I will make you fruitful and multiply you, and I will make of you a company of peoples and will give this land to your offspring after you  b for an everlasting possession.’ 5And now your  c two sons, who were born to you in the land of Egypt before I came to you in Egypt,  d are mine; Ephraim and Manasseh shall be mine, as Reuben and Simeon are. 6And the children that you fathered after them shall be yours. They shall be called by the name of their brothers in their inheritance. 7As for me, when I came from Paddan, to my sorrow  e Rachel died in the land of Canaan on the way, when there was still some distance [2] to go to Ephrath, and I buried her there on the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem).”

   8[†]When Israel saw Joseph’s sons, he said, “Who are these?” 9Joseph said to his father,  f “They are my sons, whom God has given me here.” And he said, “Bring them to me, please, that  g I may bless them.” 10Now  h the eyes of Israel were dim with age, so that he could not see. So Joseph brought them near him,  i and he kissed them and embraced them. 11And Israel said to Joseph,  j “I never expected to see your face; and behold, God has let me see your offspring also.” 12Then Joseph removed them from his knees, and he bowed himself with his face to the earth. 13[†]And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand toward Israel’s left hand, and Manasseh in his left hand toward Israel’s right hand, and brought them near him. 14 k And Israel stretched out his right hand and laid it on the head of Ephraim, who was the younger, and his left hand on the head of Manasseh,  l crossing his hands (for Manasseh was the firstborn). 15And he blessed Joseph and said,

   “The God  m before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked,

  the God who has been my shepherd all my life long to this day,

  16  n the angel who has  o redeemed me from all evil, bless the boys;

  and in them let  p my name be carried on, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac;

  and let them  q grow into a multitude [3] in the midst of the earth.”

   17When Joseph saw that his father  r laid his right hand on the head of Ephraim, it displeased him, and he took his father’s hand to move it from Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s head. 18And Joseph said to his father, “Not this way, my father; since this one is the firstborn, put your right hand on his head.” 19But his father refused and said,  r “I know, my son, I know. He also shall become a people, and he also shall be great. Nevertheless,  s his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his offspring shall become a multitude [4] of nations.” 20So he blessed them that day, saying,

   “By you Israel will pronounce blessings, saying,

   t ‘God make you as Ephraim and as Manasseh.’”

  Thus he put Ephraim before Manasseh. 21[†]Then Israel said to Joseph, “Behold, I am about to die, but  u God will be with you and will bring you again to the land of your fathers. 22Moreover, I have given to  v you rather than to your brothers one mountain slope [5] that I took from the hand of the Amorites with my sword and with my bow.”

  Jacob Blesses His Sons

   GENESIS 49 [†] w Then Jacob called his sons and said, “Gather yourselves together, that I may tell you what shall happen to you  x in days to come.

   2 “Assemble and listen, O sons of Jacob,

  listen to Israel your father.

   3[†] “Reuben, you are  y my firstborn,

  my might, and the  z firstfruits of my strength,

  preeminent in dignity and preeminent in power.

  4 Unstable as water, you shall not have preeminence,

  because you  a went up to your father’s bed;

  then you defiled it—he went up to my couch!

   5[†]  b “Simeon and Levi are brothers;

  weapons  c of violence are their swords.

  6 Let my soul come not into their council;

   d O my glory,  e be not joined to their company.

  For in their anger they killed men,

  and in their willfulness they  f hamstrung oxen.

  7 Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce,

  and their wrath, for it is cruel!

  I will  g divide them in Jacob

  and scatter them in Israel.

   8[†] “Judah,  h your brothers shall praise you;

   i your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies;

   j your father’s sons shall bow down before you.

  9 Judah is  k a lion’s cub;

  from the prey, my son, you have gone up.

   l He stooped down; he crouched as a lion

  and as a lioness; who dares rouse him?

  10 The  m scepter shall not depart from Judah,

  nor the ruler’s staff  n from between his feet,

  until tribute comes to him; [1]

  and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.

  11 Binding his foal to the vine

  and his donkey’s colt to the choice vine,

  he has washed his garments in wine

  and his vesture in the blood of grapes.

  12 His  o eyes are darker than wine,

  and his teeth whiter than milk.

   13[†]  p “Zebulun shall dwell at the  q shore of the sea;

  he shall become a haven for ships,

  and his border shall be at Sidon.

   14[†]  r “Issachar is a strong donkey,

  crouching between the sheepfolds. [2]

  15 He saw that a resting place was good,

  and that the land was pleasant,

  so he bowed his shoulder to bear,

  and  s became a servant at forced labor.

   16[†]  t “Dan shall  u judge his people

  as one of the tribes of Israel.

  17 Dan  v shall be a serpent in the way,

  a viper by the path,

  that bites the horse’s heels

  so that his rider falls backward.

  18 I  w wait for your salvation, O LORD.

   19[†]  x “Raiders shall raid  y Gad, [3]

  but he shall raid at their heels.

   20[†]  z “Asher’s food shall be rich,

  and he shall yield royal delicacies.

   21[†]  a “Naphtali is a doe let loose

  that bears beautiful fawns. [4]

   22[†] “Joseph is  b a fruitful bough,

  a fruitful bough by a spring;

  his branches run over the wall. [5]

  23 The archers  c bitterly attacked him,

  shot at him, and harassed him severely,

  24 yet  d his bow remained unmoved;

  his arms [6] were made agile

  by the hands of the  e Mighty One of Jacob

  (from there is  f the Shepherd, [7]  g the Stone of Israel),

  25  h by the God of your father who will help you,

  by  i the Almighty [8]  j who will bless you

  with blessings of heaven above,

  blessings of the deep that crouches beneath,

  blessings of the breasts and of the womb.

  26 The blessings of your father

  are mighty beyond the blessings of my parents,

  up to the bounties  k of the everlasting hills. [9]

  May they be  l on the head of Joseph,

  and on the brow of him who was set apart from his brothers.

   27[†]  m “Benjamin is a ravenous wolf,

  in the morning devouring the prey

  and at evening  n dividing the spoil.”

  Jacob’s Death and Burial

   28All these are the twelve tribes of Israel. This is what their father said to them as he blessed them, blessing each with the blessing suitable to him. 29[†]Then he commanded them and said to them, “I am to be  o gathered to my people;  p bury me with my fathers  q in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite, 30in the cave that is in the field at Machpelah, to the east of Mamre, in the land of Canaan,  r which Abraham bought with the field from Ephron the Hittite to possess as a burying place. 31 s There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife. There  t they buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife, and there I buried Leah— 32the field and the cave that is in it were bought from the Hittites.” 33When Jacob finished commanding his sons, he drew up his feet into the bed and breathed his last and  u was gathered to his people.

   GENESIS 50 [†]Then Joseph  v fell on his father’s face and wept over him and kissed him. 2And Joseph commanded his servants the physicians to  w embalm his father. So the physicians embalmed Israel. 3Forty days were required for it, for that is how many are required for embalming. And the Egyptians  x wept for him seventy days.

   4And when the days of weeping for him were past, Joseph spoke to the household of Pharaoh, saying,  y “If now I have found favor in your eyes, please speak in the ears of Pharaoh, saying, 5‘My father made me swear, saying, “I am about to die: in my tomb  z that I hewed out for myself in the land of Canaan, there shall you bury me.” Now therefore, let me please go up and bury my father. Then I will return.’” 6And Pharaoh answered, “Go up, and bury your father, as he made you swear.” 7[†]So Joseph went up to bury his father. With him went up all the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his household, and all the elders of the land of Egypt, 8as well as all the household of Joseph, his brothers, and his father’s household. Only their children, their flocks, and their herds were left  a in the land of Goshen. 9And there went up with him both chariots and horsemen. It was a very great company. 10[†]When they came to the threshing floor of Atad, which is beyond the Jordan,  b they lamented there with a very great and grievous lamentation, and he  c made a mourning for his father seven days. 11When the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, saw the mourning on the threshing floor of Atad, they said, “This is a grievous mourning by the Egyptians.” Therefore the place was named Abel-mizraim; [1] it is beyond the Jordan. 12[†]Thus his sons did for him as he had commanded them, 13for  d his sons carried him to the land of Canaan and buried him in the cave of the field at Machpelah, to the east of Mamre, which Abraham  e bought with the field from Ephron the Hittite to possess as a burying place. 14After he had buried his father, Joseph returned to Egypt with his brothers and all who had gone up with him to bury his father.

  God’s Good Purposes

   15[†]When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died: 17‘Say to Joseph, “Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.”’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of  f the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18[†]His brothers also came and  g fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for  h am I in the place of God? 20As for you, you meant evil against me, but  i God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people [2] should be kept alive, as they are today. 21So do not fear;  j I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.

  The Death of Joseph

   22[†]So Joseph remained in Egypt, he and his father’s house. Joseph lived 110 years. 23And Joseph saw Ephraim’s children  k of the third generation. The  l children also of Machir the son of Manasseh were  m counted as Joseph’s own. [3] 24[†]And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die, but  n God will visit you and bring you up out of this land to the land  o that he swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 25Then  p Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying, “God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here.” 26So Joseph died, being 110 years old. They  q embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt.
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[4] 6:14 An unknown kind of tree; transliterated from Hebrew

Footnote from Genesis 6:15 (Back)

[5] 6:15 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

Footnote from Genesis 6:16 (Back)
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[3] 50:23 Hebrew were born on Joseph's knees
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Study Notes for Genesis

GENESIS—NOTE ON 1:1–11:26 Primeval History. Genesis 1–11 surveys the history of the world before Abraham, while chs. 12–50 focus on one main family. There are no real parallels to chs. 12–50 in the literature of other ancient civilizations. However, other ancient stories do exist about both creation and the flood. These stories stand in sharp contrast to the biblical account. Generally they depict creation as a great struggle, often involving conflict between the gods. For example, they claim that the flood was sent because the gods could not stand the noise made by human beings but were unable to control it in any other way. Genesis disproves such stories by its teachings. There is only one God, whose word is almighty. He spoke the world into being. The sun and moon are not gods in their own right but are created by the one God. It is human sin that prompts the flood. These principles in Genesis 1–11 run through the rest of Scripture.




FACT


In the Hebrew Bible, the title of Genesis is In the Beginning, the book’s first words. The English title is related to the Greek word genesis, which means “beginning.”





1:1–2:3 God’s Creation and Ordering of Heaven and Earth. The book of Genesis opens with a majestic description of how God created the heavens and earth and then put everything in order so that it might become his dwelling place. God assigns humanity to govern the other creatures on his behalf, so that the whole earth should become the temple of God, the place of his presence, displaying his glory.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 1:1 In the beginning. The opening verse of the Genesis creation account can be taken as either (1) a summary of the entire process of creation or (2) a description of the first event in creation. This event would have occurred sometime before the first day (vv. 3–5), and would have included the creation of matter, space, and time. This second view emphasizes the fact that God created the universe from nothing (compare Heb. 11:3). God created. The Hebrew word for God, ’Elohim, is plural, possibly to express God’s majesty, but the verb “created” is singular, indicating that God is one being. In contrast to other ancient Near Eastern accounts of creation, Genesis always emphasizes that there is only one God. Whenever the Hebrew verb for “create” occurs in the OT, God is the subject. Heavens and the earth here means “everything.” Thus, “in the beginning” refers to the beginning of everything. The text indicates that God created everything in the universe, which means that he created it out of nothing.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 1:2 Before the first actual day of creation (vv. 3–5), the earth was without form and void (compare Jer. 4:23), implying that it lacked order and content. The reference to darkness . . . over the face of the deep points to the absence of light. The Spirit of God was hovering suggests that something was about to happen. There is no reason to think that a long time elapsed between Gen. 1:1 and 1:2.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 1:3–5 And God said. God’s absolute power is seen in that he merely speaks and things are created. Each new section of ch. 1 is introduced by God’s speaking. Everything that God speaks into being is good (vv. 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31). These verses show how God has arranged time in a weekly cycle (Day . . . Night). God is pictured as working for six days and resting on the seventh, which is a model for human activity. Day 4 will develop this idea further: the lights are placed in the heavens for signs and seasons, for marking days and years and the times of the festivals, such as Passover. This sense of time having a structure is further emphasized as each stage of God’s creative work is separated into specific days. there was evening and there was morning, the first day. After each workday there is an evening and then a morning, implying that there is a nighttime (the worker’s daily time of rest) in between. Similar phrases divide ch. 1 into six distinctive workdays, with 2:1–3 being a seventh day, God’s Sabbath. On the first three days God creates the environment that the creatures of days 4–6 will inhabit. For example, the sea and sky (day 2) are occupied by the fish and birds (day 5). These days can be understood as days in the life of God, but how his days relate to human days is more difficult to determine (see 2 Pet. 3:8).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 1:6–8 As light was separated from darkness, so the waters are separated to form an expanse, which God calls Heaven. It is difficult to find a single English word that accurately translates the precise meaning of this Hebrew term (see esv footnote). In this context, it refers to what humans see above them, that is, the region that contains both heavenly lights (vv. 14–17) and birds (v. 20).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 1:9–13 God organizes two further regions: the dry land, forming Earth; and the waters, forming Seas (vv. 9–10). God then instructs the earth to bring forth vegetation (vv. 11–12). The creation of distinctive locations in days 1–3, along with vegetation, prepares for the filling of these locations in days 4–6.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 1:14–19 These verses, describing the fourth day, correspond with the separating of light and darkness on the first day (vv. 3–5). Here is the creation of lights that will govern time, as well as provide light upon the earth (v. 15). By referring to them as the greater light and lesser light (v. 16), the author of Genesis avoids using terms that were also proper names for pagan gods linked to the sun and the moon. The term made may simply mean that God “fashioned” or “worked on” these greater and lesser lights. It does not necessarily mean that they did not exist in any form before this. On this day God made it possible that the sun and moon would define the passing of time. The references to seasons (v. 14) or “appointed times” (esv footnote) and to days and years probably refer to appointed times for religious observances in the Hebrew calendar (see Ex. 13:10).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 1:16 and the stars. The immense universe that God created (see note on Isa. 40:25–26) is mentioned here only briefly, almost as an afterthought. The focus of Genesis 1 is on the earth.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 1:20–23 This section, on day 5, describes how the waters and the expanse of the heavens are filled with various kinds of creatures.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 1:21 The Hebrew term for great sea creatures can mean large serpents, dragons, or crocodiles, as well as whales or sharks. Some have suggested that this could also refer to extinct creatures such as dinosaurs.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 1:24–25 livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth. These terms group the land-dwelling animals into three broad categories, probably reflecting the way nomadic shepherds would experience them. This list is not intended to be exhaustive, and it is hard to know in which category to put some animals.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 1:26 Let us make man in our image. Some have suggested that God may be addressing the members of his heavenly court, whom the OT elsewhere calls “sons of God” (e.g., Job 1:6) and the NT calls “angels.” But man is not made in the image of angels (see Gen. 1:27), and the Bible never teaches that angels participated in the creation of human beings. Since God alone creates man (v. 27), many Christians believe that “let us” means God is speaking to himself. If so, this would be the first biblical mention of the “Trinity” (see note on John 1:1).




FACT


Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God said, “Let us make man” (1:26). This phrase could be the Bible’s earliest indication that God exists as three persons in one: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Christians around the world refer to this as the doctrine of the Trinity.





GENESIS—NOTE ON 1:27 The term image of God can be seen as describing the ways in which man is different from all other created beings. It describes how humans resemble God in their ability to think, to communicate, to understand right and wrong, to be creative, and to experience relationships with God and with one another. This allows men and women to represent God as they exercise authority over the rest of creation (see v. 26; and note on v. 28). The Hebrew word for man (’adam), is often a generic term for both male and female, though sometimes it refers to man in distinction from woman (e.g., 2:22, 23; 3:8). It can also be the proper name “Adam” (2:20; 3:17; 4:1; 5:1).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 1:28–30 Although the word “covenant” does not occur in the Bible until 6:18, many consider 1:28–30 along with 2:16–17 to be God’s covenant with Adam. See Hos. 6:7 and note. Adam receives this covenant on behalf of the rest of mankind. Thus, in the NT, Paul views Adam as a representative head of the human race (1 Cor. 15:22).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 1:28 Be fruitful and multiply. From the time of creation, God’s plan has been that the whole earth should be populated by those who know him and who serve wisely as his representatives. To subdue the earth and to have dominion over it probably means that humans are permitted to make the earth beneficial for themselves. They are to investigate and develop its resources. This command provides a basis for wise scientific and technological development. It does not mean that humans may exploit the earth and its creatures simply to satisfy their own greed.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 1:31 One final occurrence of behold, it was very good invites the reader to imagine seeing creation through God’s eyes. Despite the invasion of sin (ch. 3), the material creation retains its basic goodness (see 1 Tim. 4:4).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 2:1–3 God has now completed the process of putting his creation in order (see note on 1:1–2:3). That God rested does not imply he was weary from labor. Rather, God’s resting hints at the purpose of creation. God’s purpose for the earth is that it should become his dwelling place, not simply a place for his creatures. God blessed the seventh day and made it holy (2:3). These words provide the basis for God’s instructing the Israelites to rest from their normal labor on the Sabbath day (see Ex. 20:8–11).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 2:4–4:26 Earth’s First People. Centered initially on the garden of Eden, the episodes in this part of Genesis recount how God’s ordered creation is thrown into chaos by the human couple’s disobedience. The subsequent story of Cain and Abel and then Lamech (ch. 4) shows human society spiraling downward into violence. These events are essential for understanding not only the rest of Genesis but the rest of the Bible as well.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 2:4 These are the generations of. This is the first of 11 such headings in Genesis (5:1; 6:9; 10:1; 11:10; 11:27; 25:12; 25:19; 36:1; 36:9; 37:2). LORD God. Throughout 1:1–2:3 the generic word “God” was used for the Creator. The reader is now introduced to God’s personal name, “Yahweh,” which is rendered in most English Bible translations as “LORD,” using small capital letters. This practice comes from the ancient Jewish tradition of substituting for “Yahweh” the Hebrew term for “Lord” when reading the biblical text. The Septuagint (an ancient Greek translation of the OT) used the Greek word for “Lord” (Kyrios) to refer to God. That translation was then quoted many times by the NT authors, who also used Kyrios rather than Yahweh for God’s name. See notes on Ex. 3:14; 3:15.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 2:7 then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground. The verb “formed” describes a potter fashioning clay into a particular shape. The close relationship between the man and the ground is reflected in the Hebrew words ’adam for man and ’adamah for the ground. living creature. The same Hebrew term is used in 1:20, 24 for sea and land creatures. (See Paul’s quotation of this passage in 1 Cor. 15:45.)




The Garden of Eden

Genesis describes the location of Eden in relation to the convergence of four rivers. While two of the rivers are unknown (the Pishon and the Gihon), the nearly universal identification of the other two rivers as the Tigris and the Euphrates suggests a possible location for Eden at either their northern or southern extremes.


[image: The Garden of Eden]







Adam


Adam, whose name means “man,” was the first human being. Created out of dust, he was made in the image of God. Adam was given dominion over the rest of creation and was placed in the garden of Eden to care for it. God created Eve as a helper for Adam, and together they enjoyed perfect fellowship with their Creator. But Adam and Eve chose to disobey God, which brought sin and death into the world. Because of their sin, all humans are now born sinners and will someday die. The Bible tells the story of how God redeems his creation from the curse of Adam’s sin. “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive” (1 Cor. 15:22). (Genesis 2:7)





GENESIS—NOTE ON 2:8–9 God provides a suitable environment for the man by planting a garden in Eden, in the east. The name “Eden” suggests luxury and pleasure. It probably refers to a region much greater than the garden itself. God formed the man in the “land” (see vv. 5–7), and then put him in the garden (compare v. 15). The earliest translation into Greek (the Septuagint) used the word paradeisos, from which comes the English term “paradise” (compare Luke 23:43), to translate the Hebrew term for “garden.” The abundance of the garden is suggested by the fact that it contained every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food (Gen. 2:9). This very abundance will later become a source of temptation (3:6). On the tree of life, see note on 3:22–24. On the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, see note on 2:17.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 2:10–14 The description of the river that flowed out of Eden dividing into four rivers implies that Eden occupied a central location in the ancient world. In spite of the very specific details provided, however, Eden’s location remains a mystery. While the names Tigris and Euphrates are associated with the two rivers that surround Mesopotamia, the rivers Pishon and Gihon, as well as the regions of Havilah and Cush, have not been satisfactorily identified. The reference to gold and onyx points to the land’s rich resources.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 2:15–16 The overall picture of Eden suggests that the park-like garden is part of a divine sanctuary. The man is put in the garden to work it and keep it. Since God commanded Adam to work before Adam had committed any sin, work did not come as a result of sin. Productive work is part of God’s good purpose for humans. The fact that God commanded the man implies that God gave the man a leadership role, including the responsibility to guard and care for all of creation (v. 15). This leadership role is related to Adam’s relationship with Eve as his wife, who was given as “a helper fit for him” (v. 18). (On the NT understanding of the relationship between husband and wife, see Eph. 5:22–33.)




FACT


The Euphrates (2:14) is the longest and most important river in southwest Asia. Early settlers depended on the river for commerce and agriculture. The Euphrates and Tigris rivers form what is today the Shatt-al-Arab, a waterway that flows into the Persian Gulf.





GENESIS—NOTE ON 2:17 The fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil has been variously understood as giving (1) sexual awareness, (2) moral discrimination, (3) moral responsibility, and (4) moral experience. Of these possibilities, the last is the most likely. If Adam disobeys God and eats the fruit of this tree, he will come to know evil by experience. you shall surely die. What kind of death does this threaten: physical, spiritual, or some combination of the two? The Hebrew word can be used for any of these ideas, and the only way to discover what “surely die” means in this case is to see what happens as the story unfolds (see note on 3:4–5). In the day that you eat of it does not mean that death will come on that very day. It means that once the forbidden fruit is eaten, death will become a certainty.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 2:18 Not good is a jarring contrast to 1:31. Helper is one who supplies strength in an area that is lacking in the one who is helped. Fit for him or “matching him” (see esv footnote) is not the same as “like him.” A wife is not to be just like her husband but is to complement him. I will make him can also be translated “I will make for him,” which explains Paul’s statement in 1 Cor. 11:9.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 2:20 The man gave names. By naming the animals, the man demonstrates his authority over all the other creatures. Adam. See note on 5:1–2.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 2:23–24 This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh. Compare 29:14. Marriage creates the closest of all human relationships. Heterosexual monogamy is the divine pattern for marriage that God established at creation. Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife. Marriage creates obligations that are more important than one’s duty to one’s parents. In ancient Israel, sons did not move away from home when they married. They lived near their parents and inherited their father’s land. But they “left” their parents in the sense of putting their wife’s welfare before that of their parents. The term “hold fast” is used elsewhere for practicing covenant faithfulness (e.g., Deut. 10:20). Thus, other Bible texts call marriage a “covenant” (e.g., Prov. 2:17; Mal. 2:14). Paul’s teaching on marriage in Eph. 5:25–32 is founded on this text. When a man leaves his parents and takes a wife, they shall become one flesh. That is, they become one unit, a union of man and woman. This oneness is consummated in sexual intercourse. Jesus appeals to this verse and to Gen. 1:27 when teaching about marriage (Matt. 19:4–5).




Eve


God created Eve, whose name means “life,” as a helper for Adam. Fashioned from one of Adam’s ribs, Eve became the mother (that is, the female ancestor) of all human beings. Though enjoying perfect fellowship with God, Eve was deceived by the serpent and disobeyed God by eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Because of their sin, Adam and Eve were driven from the paradise of Eden and began to experience great hardship. For Eve, that included pain in childbearing. Yet, as promised in Genesis 3:15, one of her offspring would defeat the serpent and bring salvation and eternal life to all who put their trust in him. (Genesis 2:23)





GENESIS—NOTE ON 2:25 naked and . . . not ashamed. The man and woman are living in a state of innocent delight.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 3:1–24 The sudden arrival of a speaking serpent presents a challenge to the human couple. Their choice to disregard God’s instructions is an act of willful rebellion that has terrible consequences for all of creation. Nothing is said about where the serpent came from. The text does not indicate when or how the serpent became evil. It is clear, however, that evil entered the created world at some time after God’s “very good” work of creation was completed (1:31). Unlike the teachings of some other religions, the Bible never teaches that evil has always existed. See notes on Isa. 14:12–15; Ezek. 28:11–19.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 3:2–3 The woman’s response echoes the divine instruction given in 2:16–17 (see note on 2:17), although she fails to identify the tree clearly, and she adds, “neither shall you touch it.”

GENESIS—NOTE ON 3:4–5 The serpent directly contradicts what God has said. He pre­sents the fruit of the tree as something worth having. By eating it, he says, Adam and Eve will be like God, knowing good and evil. The irony of the serpent’s remarks is that Adam and Eve, unlike the serpent, were already made in the image of God (1:26–27). They are already “like God.” This means they are expected to exercise authority over all the beasts of the field—including the serpent! By obeying the serpent, however, they betray the trust that God has placed in them. You will not surely die. It is sometimes claimed that the serpent is correct when he says this, for they do not immediately “die.” Further, their eyes are in fact opened (3:7), and God acknowledges that “the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil” (v. 22). Yet the serpent speaks only half-truths. What Adam and Eve will experience outside of Eden is not life as God intended. It is spiritual death.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 3:6 when the woman saw that the tree was good. Somehow the serpent has made the woman discontented with the permitted trees (2:16), and she desires instead the forbidden one. Apparently she is attracted to the tree’s ability to make one wise (see note on 2:17). she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. As Adam ate what God had forbidden, he was deliberately rebelling against God. The fact that he was “with” Eve at the time meant that he had failed to carry out his God-given responsibility to guard and “keep” both the garden and his wife (see 2:15). The disastrous consequences of Adam’s sin include the fall of mankind, the beginning of every kind of sin, suffering, and pain, along with spiritual and physical death for the entire human race.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 3:9 the LORD God called to the man . . . , “Where are you?” Both “man” and “you” are singular in Hebrew. God thus confronts Adam first, holding him primarily responsible for the sin committed by both Adam and Eve. Adam is thus treated as the representative or “head” of the husband-and-wife relationship, established before the fall (see note on Eph. 5:23–24).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 3:14–15 The serpent is punished for tempting the woman. It will live in ongoing hostility with the woman, which will be carried on by their respective offspring.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 3:15 This verse is usually understood as pointing forward to the defeat of the serpent by the offspring (that is, a descendant) of the woman. For this reason, it has been labeled the “Protoevangelium,” that is, the first announcement of the gospel. While Genesis does not explicitly identify the serpent with Satan, that is clearly what the apostle John understood (see Rev. 12:9; 20:2). The idea of the woman’s “offspring” is seen again in Gen. 4:25 in the birth of Seth. The rest of Genesis traces a single line of Seth’s descendants (see diagram), which will eventually produce a king through whom all the nations of the earth will be blessed. he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel. The use of the singular “he” and “his” suggests that one particular person (“offspring”) is in view. The promise of this person comes to fulfillment in Jesus Christ, who is clearly presented in the NT as overcoming Satan (Heb. 2:14; 1 John 3:8; compare John 12:31). At the same time, he is “bruised” by Satan at the cross.




The Genealogies of Genesis


[image: The Genealogies of Genesis]






GENESIS—NOTE ON 3:16 Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you. God originally intended that there would be a complementary relationship between husband and wife, with the husband in a leadership role (see note on 2:15–16). But that plan has now been distorted and damaged by sin. This takes the form of “desire” on the part of the wife and heavy-handed “rule” on the part of the husband. The Hebrew term here for “desire” appears again in 4:7, where the Lord says to Cain that sin’s “desire is for you.” Eve will have the sinful “desire” to oppose Adam and to assert leadership over him. But Adam will also abandon his God-given role of leading, guarding, and caring for Eve. Instead, he will have a sinful, distorted desire to “rule” over her. Thus one of the most tragic results of Adam and Eve’s rebellion against God is ongoing conflict between husbands and wives, as they both rebel against their God-given roles and responsibilities in marriage. (See notes on Eph. 5:21–32 for the NT ideal for marriage.)

GENESIS—NOTE ON 3:17–19 Because he has eaten what was prohibited (v. 6), Adam will have to struggle to eat in the future. He will no longer enjoy the garden’s abundance but will have to work the ground from which he was taken (v. 23; see note on 2:8–9). The punishment is not the work itself (see note on 2:15–16) but rather the hardship and frustration that it will involve. To say that the ground is cursed and will produce thorns and thistles means that it will no longer be as productive as it was in Eden.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 3:19 Because of his sin, the man’s body will return to the ground, that is, he will die. Death was not a part of the original creation (see Rom. 5:12). The Bible looks forward to a time when nature will be set free from death and the other consequences of human sin (Rom. 8:19–22).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 3:20–21 God’s words of judgment are immediately followed by two actions that offer hope. First, the man names his wife Eve, which means “life-giver” (see esv footnote). Second, God makes clothing for Adam and Eve, which suggests that he still cares for them. Because the clothing requires the death of an animal, this can be seen as an anticipation of (1) the system of animal sacrifices that God would later institute to atone for sin, and (2) the death of Christ as the final atonement for sin.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 3:22–24 God begins a sentence in v. 22 and breaks off without finishing it. For the man to eat of the tree of life and thus live forever in his sinful condition is an unbearable thought, and God must waste no time in preventing it. therefore the LORD God sent him out from the garden. (On the “tree of life,” see Rev. 2:7; 22:2, 14, 19.) Outside the garden the man will have to work the ground, but the task of keeping or guarding the garden is now given to the cherubim (Gen. 3:24).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 4:2–5 The fact that God had regard for Abel and his offering, but not for Cain, does not mean that shepherds are better than farmers or that animal offerings are better than plant offerings. Both kinds of offerings will be part of the later Levitical system (for offerings of the fruit of the ground, see Deut. 26:2). This passage and others suggest that God’s acceptance of Abel and rejection of Cain had to do with the attitudes of their hearts. Cain’s fundamentally bad heart can be seen in his resentment toward his brother and in his unloving attitude in the rest of the passage (see also 1 John 3:12). As compared to Cain’s offering, Abel’s offering (from the firstborn of his flock) is more costly, perhaps expressing greater devotion (see also Heb. 11:4).




FACT


Cherubim (3:24) are angels who guard holy places. They appear in various places in the Bible. “Cherubim” is the Hebrew plural form of “cherub.”





GENESIS—NOTE ON 4:6–7 The Lord’s words challenge Cain to do better. He still has the possibility of pleasing God. To do so, however, he must overcome the power of sin, which is like a wild beast seeking to devour him.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 4:9 am I my brother’s keeper? Cain denies any knowledge about his brother and shows no sign of remorse.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 4:10–12 Because his brother’s blood cries out to God from the ground, Cain will no longer be able to cultivate the soil. As seen throughout Scripture, human sin has an impact on the fertility of the earth (compare 3:17–18).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 4:13–16 Cain will be alienated from both the ground and God. He will become a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth. He fears that others will have such a dread of him that anyone who sees him will kill him. The precise nature of the mark on Cain is not known, except that it must have been something visible.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 4:17 Cain knew his wife. Presumably, Cain married his sister, since the whole human race descends from Adam and Eve (see 5:4). The later laws forbidding this practice, such as Lev. 18:9, would not have been relevant yet.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 4:18–22 Lamech’s immediate descendants are associated with animal breeding, music, and metalwork. Whereas Abel is linked to sheep (v. 2), Jabal raised livestock, which probably included cattle and donkeys, and possibly camels.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 4:23–24 Lamech killed a man merely for wounding or striking him. His response is out of proportion to the injury. sevenfold . . . seventy-sevenfold. Lamech says that his vengeful response makes him safer than Cain, who had only God’s protection (v. 15).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 4:25–26 another offspring. Compare “her offspring” (3:15). At that time people began to call upon the name of the LORD. This suggests that the birth of Seth marks a new beginning for humanity. It probably refers to public worship, initially within Adam’s own family circle.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 5:1–6:8 Adam’s Descendants. This section of Genesis falls into two parts: 5:1–32 traces a single line of descendants from Adam to Noah, naming only one person in each generation (see diagram); 6:1–8 provides a worldwide picture of increasing human wickedness.




Genealogies: Showing Age at Fatherhood and Age at Death
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GENESIS—NOTE ON 5:1–32 Most people living after the flood (that is, after chs. 6–9) did not live nearly as long as the people of chs. 1–5 (see chart). This could have been due to some change in the structure of the earth or in the bodies of humans (or both) following the flood. Psalm 90:10 describes a normal life span as 70 or 80 years, which has more or less been the case throughout subsequent history.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 5:1–2 the book of the generations. This heading differs from the 10 others that provide the outline for Genesis (see note on 2:4) in that it refers to a “book.” This was probably something like a clay tablet. The book is named after Adam. The same Hebrew word is also translated in 5:1 by man and in 5:2 by Man. The word may function as a proper name, a common noun referring to a male individual, or a generic noun meaning both males and females. the likeness of God. See note on 1:27.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 5:3–5 The genealogy of Adam’s family through Seth contrasts with the seven generations linked to Cain (4:17–18). Instead of saying that Adam “fathered Seth,” which would be the normal wording for such a genealogy, the text says that Adam fathered a son in his own likeness, after his image. This language echoes 1:26–27.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 5:22–24 Enoch walked with God . . .  and he was not, for God took him. The Hebrew verb for “walked” conveys a close relationship with God (compare 3:8; 6:9; 17:1; 24:40). Remarkably, because of this special relationship, Enoch does not die (compare 2 Kings 2:1–12).




FACT


Two men who never died. Enoch and Elijah are the only people in the Bible who did not die a natural death. Instead, they were “taken by God.”





GENESIS—NOTE ON 5:28–31 Lamech expects that Noah, whose name means “rest,” will bring both rest and comfort from the painful toil of working the soil (see 3:17–19).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 6:1–2 Although God had commanded mankind to multiply (1:28), their increasing numbers led to increasing wickedness on the earth. The problem was worsened by the joining of the sons of God and the daughters of man. Scholars have proposed at least two interpretations of this passage: (1) fallen angels were marrying the daughters of man; (2) male descendants of Seth were marrying the ungodly female descendants of Cain. However one interprets the passage, it is clear that the relationships described here involved sexual sin, as men saw and took any women they wanted.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 6:3 God announces that because of the immoral nature of people, their days shall be 120 years. This could mean either that the lives of human beings will no longer exceed 120 years, or that the flood will come in 120 years.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 6:4 The meaning of Nephilim is not clear. The only other OT occurrence of the term is in Num. 13:33, where the Israelite spies use it to describe a group living in Canaan. The Nephilim were mighty men or warriors and, as such, may well have contributed to the violence that filled the earth (see Gen. 6:13).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 6:6–7 The Hebrew word for regretted is sometimes translated “repent” and sometimes as “feel sorrow” or “be grieved.” God is grieved over his creation, which he at first saw as very good (1:31) but which is now filled with sin (see note on 1 Sam. 15:29).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 6:9–9:29 Noah’s Descendants. Chapters 6–9 describe a flood that leads to a renewal of the earth—a reminder of the creation account of 1:1–2:3. But while the land is cleansed and God makes a new start possible, human nature has not changed. This is clearly seen in the final verses of these chapters (9:20–29).




FACT


Favor in the eyes of the Lord. “Favor” (6:8) is another word for God’s grace. Of all the people living at the time of the flood, only Noah and his family found favor in God’s sight.






Noah


Noah was a righteous man who faithfully walked with God despite the wickedness of his generation. When God chose to destroy the earth because of its hopeless corruption, Noah alone found favor in his eyes. God instructed Noah to build an ark that would keep him and his family safe during the coming flood. Noah also took representative pairs of each kind of animal with him into the ark, to replenish the earth after the flood. God made a covenant with Noah, promising that he would never again destroy the earth with a flood. The NT calls Noah a “herald of righteousness” (2 Pet. 2:5). (Genesis 6:7–8)





GENESIS—NOTE ON 6:9 Noah’s personal righteousness explains why he is warned about the forthcoming deluge. Blameless conveys the idea of being without evident fault, though not necessarily sinless. walked with God. See note on 5:22–24.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 6:11–12 In contrast to Noah, the earth was corrupt in God’s sight. These verses confirm vv. 1–7. Here the emphasis is on the violence that fills the earth. Compare “bondage to corruption” (Rom. 8:21): the creation suffers because of mankind’s sin.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 6:15 In modern measurements, the ark would have been around 450 feet (140 m) long, 75 feet (23 m) wide, and 45 feet (14 m) high, displacing about 43,000 tons (about 39 million kg). The inside capacity would have been 1.4 million cubic feet (39,644 cubic m), with an approximate total deck area of 95,700 square feet (8,891 square m).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 6:17 Everything that is on the earth shall die. This does not necessarily mean that the flood had to cover the whole earth. Since the geographical perspective of ancient people was more limited, it is possible that the flood, while universal from their viewpoint, did not cover the entire globe. Genesis implies that prior to the Tower of Babel incident (see 11:1–9), people had not yet spread throughout the earth. Many interpreters argue that a huge regional flood may have been all that was necessary for God to destroy all humans. The expression “all the earth” (7:3; compare 8:9, “the whole earth”) does not exclude such a possibility. Later, “all the earth” came to Joseph to buy grain (41:57); here, “all the earth” clearly refers to the eastern Mediterranean seaboard. To support the view that the flood did in fact cover the entire globe, other interpreters point out that the text says “all the high mountains under the whole heaven were covered” (7:19) and that the water was “fifteen cubits” above the tops of the mountains. If “the mountains of Ararat” (8:4) refers to the range that includes present-day Mount Ararat in Turkey (elevation 16,854 feet or 5,137 m), the amount of water necessary to cover it would be at least 16,854 feet above sea level.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 6:18–22 God indicates that he will establish a covenant with Noah (see note on 9:9–11).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 7:1–5 On the distinction between clean and not clean creatures, see Lev. 11:1–47 and Deut. 14:4–20. Since after the flood some clean animals will be offered as sacrifices (see Gen. 8:20) and some will be eaten as food (see 9:3), it was necessary to have more than one pair of each kind in the ark.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 7:11–12 The exact dates given for the flood (see 8:4–5, 13–14) show that it was a real event. all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were opened. From below and above, water poured out to cover the land.




FACT


Why did Noah take seven pairs of each clean animal but only one pair of each unclean animal? After the flood, some clean animals were needed for making sacrifices and for food. To ensure their survival, it was necessary to have more than one pair of each kind in the ark.





GENESIS—NOTE ON 7:16 The safety of those in the ark depended on both human and divine action. the LORD shut him in. The use of the personal name “Yahweh” (“LORD”; see note on 2:4) emphasizes God’s special relationship with Noah.




Chronology of Noah’s Time in the Ark

Dates are in the form of month, day, and Noah’s year, as given in the text. Hence, 2/10/600 means the tenth day of the second month in Noah’s 600th year. Months are calculated at 30 days each. Dates in parentheses are guesses based on dates given in the text.


	 	Reference	Event	Date	Day

	7:4, 10	Announcement of the flood 7 days in advance	(2/10/600)	Sunday

	Waters prevail: 150-day period	7:11, 13	Flood begins; Noah and family enter the ark	2/17/600	Sunday

	7:12	Flood lasts 40 days and ends	(3/27/600)	Friday

	8:4	Ark rests on mountains of Ararat after waters prevail and abate for 150 days total 	7/17/600	Friday

	Waters abate: 150-day period	8:5	Mountaintops eventually become visible	10/1/600	Wednesday

	8:7	Raven sent out (after 40 days of mountaintop visibility)	(11/10/600)	Sunday

	8:8	Dove sent out	(11/17/600)	Sunday

	8:10	Dove’s second flight (7 days later); returns with olive leaf	(11/24/600)	Sunday

	8:12	Dove’s third flight (7 days later); does not return	(12/1/600)	Sunday

	8:3	Waters fully abated; end of second 150-day period	(12/17/600)	Wednesday

	Earth dries: 70-day period	8:13	Noah eventually removes the covering of the ark	1/1/601	Wednesday

	8:14–19	Earth dried out; Noah leaves ark	2/27/601	Wednesday

	Total time in ark: 370 days	 	 	 	 







GENESIS—NOTE ON 7:17–24 the waters prevailed on the earth 150 days (v. 24). The figure of 150 days, which includes the 40 days of rain mentioned in v. 12, is repeated in 8:3 (see chart). In both places it refers to the five-month period between the detailed chronology in 7:11 (at the very start of the flood, on the 17th day of the second month) and 8:4 (when the ark comes to rest on the 17th day of the seventh month). It will be an additional seven months before the land is sufficiently dry for those in the ark to leave it safely (see 8:13–14). On the depth of the flood (above the mountains), see note on 6:17.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 8:1 God remembered Noah. When the Bible says that God “remembers” someone or that he remembers his covenant with someone, it means he is about to act for that person’s welfare (see 9:15; 19:29; 30:22; Ex. 2:24; 32:13). God proceeds to renew everything, echoing what he did in Genesis 1. God made a wind blow over the earth. The Hebrew word for “wind” is also sometimes translated “Spirit” (e.g., 1:2; 6:3).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 8:2–4 In v. 2 God reverses the process started in 7:11. The waters both rose and fell during the period of 150 days (see note on 7:17–24). Mountains of Ararat indicates a range of mountains of which Mount Ararat (in modern Turkey) is the highest. The text does not name the specific mountain on which the ark came to rest.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 8:20–22 Noah’s burnt offering is intended to express gratitude for divine deliverance. It is also an act of atonement. Despite the human tendency to sin, atonement through sacrifice is possible, resulting in a peaceful relationship between the Lord and humanity. I will never again curse the ground means that God will not send another flood. He is not revoking the curse pronounced in 3:17, which continues (the words for “curse” in these two verses are different; see esv footnote). These verses show the importance of sacrifice in the Bible’s plan of salvation.




FACT


Extending an olive branch. The universal symbol for peace—a dove with an olive branch—is based on the Bible story of the flood (8:11).





GENESIS—NOTE ON 9:1–4 The earlier positive instruction that humans should exercise authority over the other living creatures (1:28–30) is replaced by the negative comment that those creatures will fear and dread humans. God now permits the taking of animal life for food (in contrast to 1:30, where man and animals are given “every green plant” for food). However, the animal’s blood remains sacred and is not to be consumed; this is because the blood is the source of life, and all life is from God (see Lev. 17:12–14).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 9:5–6 From his fellow man I will require a reckoning for the life of man. Any animal or person that takes a human life will be held accountable by God (see Ex. 20:13; 21:28). Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed. Human life is to be valued so highly because God made man in his own image. To murder another human being is to murder what is most like God, and is thus like an attack on God himself. Many see this as permitting the death penalty for murder—with the understanding that the person’s guilt has been established beyond any reasonable doubt (thus the requirement of two or three witnesses, Deut. 19:15). A further requirement is that such a death sentence must always be carried out by the established authorities (see Deut. 19:15–21; Rom. 13:1–5).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 9:9–11 This is the first covenant explicitly named in Genesis. A covenant formally binds two parties together in a relationship, with consequences for keeping or breaking the covenant. God makes this kind of covenant with a group of people through one person who represents the entire group. Everyone else then experiences the covenant by being included “in” the representative (see note on 12:3). Emphasizing that this particular covenant is for all living creatures, God states that there will never again be a flood to destroy the earth.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 9:12–17 The rainbow will be a reminder of God’s everlasting covenant. This does not mean that rainbows did not exist till this time.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 9:20 The reference to Noah as a man of the soil and his success in growing vines points to a fresh start after the flood (see note on 5:28–31).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 9:21–23 became drunk. The brevity of the description of Noah’s drunkenness indicates God’s disapproval. Ham’s actions of looking on the nakedness of his father in the tent and then reporting this to his brothers bring serious criticism. There is no indication that perverse sexual behavior was involved. Though the text does not explicitly state what happened, it is clear that Ham humiliated and dishonored his father, and apparently he involved his brothers in that humiliation.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 9:24–27 The designation of Ham as the youngest son is peculiar, since he is always listed after Shem and before Japheth. Possibly the traditional order of names does not reflect the birth sequence of the boys. Cursed be Canaan. Noah’s reaction to Ham’s action is to curse Canaan, Ham’s son. a servant of servants shall he be. This passage was wrongly used in past centuries to justify the enslavement of African people, resulting in grievous abuse, injustice, and inhumanity to people created in the image of God. Noah’s curse of Canaan, which focuses on his being a servant, anticipates the judgment that will later befall the Canaanites (compare Deut. 7:1–3 with Gen. 10:15–19). This, coupled with the fact that the curse falls on Canaan alone and not on Ham’s other children (who settled in northern Africa), shows how illegitimate it was to use this text to justify enslaving African people. (For more about biblical teaching on slavery, see notes on 1 Cor. 7:21; Eph. 6:5; Col. 3:22–25; 1 Tim. 1:10.) Shem is highlighted in Noah’s remark that Japheth will dwell in the tents of Shem (Gen. 9:27).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 10:1–11:9 The Descendants of Noah’s Sons. The next main section of Genesis shows how humanity becomes divided into different nations.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 10:1–32 This passage shows how the descendants of Noah’s three sons populated different regions of the earth, forming nations. This process covered a long time, as families migrated to particular regions.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 10:2–5 From these the coastland peoples spread. This places Japheth’s descendants in the coastal regions and islands of the Med­iterra­nean Sea.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 10:6–20 Many of Israel’s enemies, such as the Egyptians, Babylonians, Philistines, and various Canaanite groups, descended from Ham. Cush and Put are regions south and west of Egypt, respectively. Cush fathered Nimrod (v. 8). This may seem unusual since Cush is linked geographically with Africa, and Nimrod with the great cities of Babel and Nineveh in Assyria. The military might of the Assyrians and Babylonians may account for the observations that Nimrod was a mighty man and a mighty hunter (vv. 8, 9). These descriptions are probably to be viewed negatively. Nimrod’s aggression runs totally counter to God’s intentions. Babel . . . in the land of Shinar (v. 10). These details link Nimrod with the Tower of Babel episode (11:2, 9). Nimrod’s kingdom is the opposite of what God desired. The great city (10:12) probably refers to a region that included both Nineveh and Calah (see Jonah 3:3). “Canaanite” is sometimes used to cover all the different groups mentioned in Gen. 10:15–19 (e.g., 28:1).




Table of Nations

c. 2200 B.C.

Many of the people groups mentioned in Genesis 10 can be identified with relative certainty. In general, the descendants of Ham settled in North Africa and the eastern Mediterranean coast, the descendants of Shem in Mesopotamia and Arabia, and the descendants of Japheth in Europe and the greater area of Asia Minor.


[image: Table of Nations]






GENESIS—NOTE ON 10:21–32 Abraham was descended from Shem. Many of Shem’s descendants are Arabian tribes or kingdoms. Shem’s great-grandson Eber receives special attention (v. 21), being mentioned even before Shem’s own sons are named (v. 22). The designation “Hebrew” (see 14:13) is derived from “Eber.” He called one of his sons Peleg (which could mean “division”), for in his days the earth was divided (10:25). This is probably a reference to the Tower of Babel (11:1–9).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 11:1–9 The story of the Tower of Babel is more important than its length suggests. It tells of a unified humanity using all its resources to establish a city that is the antithesis of what God intended when he created the world. The city builders see themselves as establishing their own destiny without any reference to the Lord.




The Generations of Genesis


	Primeval History (1:1–11:26)	 	 	 

	Introduction	General heading	Specific heading	Section introduced

	2:4	These are the generations of	the heavens and the earth	2:4–4:26

	5:1	These are the generations of	Adam	5:1–6:8

	6:9	These are the generations of	Noah	6:9–9:29

	10:1	These are the generations of	the sons of Noah	10:1–11:9

	11:10	These are the generations of	Shem	11:10–26

	Patriarchal History (11:27–50:26)	 	 	 

	11:27	These are the generations of	Terah	11:27–25:11

	25:12	These are the generations of	Ishmael	25:12–18

	25:19	These are the generations of	Isaac	25:19–35:29

	36:1, 9	These are the generations of	Esau	36:1–37:1

	37:2	These are the generations of	Jacob	37:2–50:26







GENESIS—NOTE ON 11:1 The description of the whole earth having one language indicates that the present episode happens before the events in ch. 10, which specifically mentions nations and languages. It may have occurred during the period covered in ch. 10, especially if it is linked to the naming of Peleg in 10:25 (see note on 10:21–32).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 11:2–4 Come, . . . let us make a name for ourselves. Contrary to God’s plan that humanity should fill the earth (e.g., 1:22, 28; 9:1, 7), the builders of Babel want to prevent the population from being dispersed over . . . the whole earth (11:4).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 11:9 This verse links the name of the city, Babel, with the verb that means “to confuse, to mix, to mingle.” This is also the name used in the OT for the city of Babylon. Babylon symbolizes humanity’s ambition to dethrone God and make the earth its own (see Revelation 17–18).




FACT


Sinful pride and rebellion against God brought negative consequences to the builders of the Tower of Babel, introducing the many languages that now exist around the world.






FACT


What did the Tower of Babel look like? The Tower of Babel (11:1–9) probably resembled the ziggurats of ancient Mesopotamia. The most famous of these is the Great Ziggurat of Ur. Its remains can be seen today in southeastern Iraq.





GENESIS—NOTE ON 11:10–26 Shem’s Descendants. Resembling the list of Adam’s descendants in 5:3–31, this genealogy traces Noah’s line through Shem down to Terah, the father of Abram, Nahor, and Haran (see diagram). The length of time these men live is much shorter than for men living before the flood (see 5:1–32; see chart).




The City of Ur

The ancient city of Ur lies 186 miles (300 km) southeast of modern Baghdad on a bend of the original course of the Euphrates River. Major excavations took place at the site in 1922–1934 under the direction of Sir Leonard Woolley. Ur became an important city in Mesopotamia near the end of the third millennium B.C. The governor of Ur, a man named Ur-Nammu (c.  2113–2095 B.C.), brought the city to great prominence. He took the titles “King of Ur, King of Sumer and Akkad.” Thus was founded the Third Dynasty of Ur (2113–2006 B.C.). This period was one of great peace and prosperity, the high point of the city’s existence. This diagram of the city represents the Third Dynasty of Ur, and it includes a central palace and a temple complex. The latter has as its center the Ziggurat of Ur-Nammu that is dedicated to the moon god Nanna. Ur was the birthplace of the Hebrew patriarch Abraham (Gen. 11:27–32), and the plan below represents the city that he would have been familiar with.
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GENESIS—NOTE ON 11:27–50:26 Patriarchal History. The story now moves from the general survey of humanity to the specific family from which Israel comes.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 11:27–25:18 Terah’s Descendants. These chapters focus on the immediate family of Terah, paying special attention to Abram. Abram will later have his name changed to “Abraham” (see 17:5).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 11:28 Ur of the Chaldeans was a city in southern Babylonia, the remains of which are located in modern Iraq.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 11:29 The name Sarai is later changed to “Sarah” (see 17:15). The initial inability of the patriarchs’ wives to have children is a recurring theme in Genesis (see 25:21; 29:31).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 11:31–32 Haran was an important crossroads and commercial center in the ancient Near East.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 11:31 Although Terah’s ambition is to move his family from Ur to Canaan, they settle instead in northern Mesopotamia at Haran (in modern-day Turkey). The spelling of the town name “Haran” in Hebrew is quite distinct from the name of Terah’s third son, also named Haran. This is the Bible’s first reference to “the land of Canaan.”

GENESIS—NOTE ON 12:1–3 Through Abram, all the families of the earth will be blessed. This marks an important turning point in Genesis, as it reverses the predominantly negative implications of chs. 3–11.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 12:1 said. In Acts 7:2–3, Stephen says that God called Abram before he lived in Haran; the esv footnote, “had said,” shows that the grammar allows for this interpretation.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 12:2 make your name great. This was the failed goal of the tower builders (11:4).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 12:3 Although Abram is called to be a blessing to others, much depends on how they will treat him. The text speaks of those who bless (plural) but of him who dishonors (singular), emphasizing that many more will be blessed than cursed. This promise that the nations will be blessed through Abraham is later reaffirmed to Isaac and Jacob (see 22:18; 26:4; 28:14). in you. This may simply indicate “by means of you,” but more likely this expression designates Abram as the covenantal representative for a people. To be “in” some person is to be a member of the group that person represents (see 2 Sam. 20:1).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 12:4 So Abram went. Abram’s response to God’s call was immediate and unquestioning. Lot went with him. Abram may have been responsible for Lot after the death of Haran (11:27–28). By this time Lot was a wealthy adult (see 13:5–6).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 12:5 the people that they had acquired in Haran. Abram had under his authority a substantial number of men; many of them may have been herdsmen (see 13:7). Genesis 14:14 mentions 318 trained men “born in his household,” and 17:12 refers to males whom Abram has bought with money from a foreigner. Abram migrates with everything he possesses from northern Mesopotamia to Canaan.




Abram Travels to Canaan

c. 2091 B.C.

Abram was born in Ur, a powerful city in southern Babylonia. Abram’s father, Terah, eventually led the family toward the land of Canaan but decided to settle in Haran (see Gen. 11:27–31). After Terah’s death, the Lord called Abram to go “to the land that I will show you” (Canaan), which he promises to give to Abram’s descendants.


[image: Abram Travels to Canaan]






GENESIS—NOTE ON 12:6 Shechem is the first of a number of locations in Canaan associated with Abram. the oak of Moreh. As a seminomadic herdsman traveling with a large group, Abram probably camped away from urban areas; these locations are identified by distinctive natural features (e.g., trees; see 13:18). At that time the Canaanites were in the land. Other people already occupied the land when Abram arrived.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 12:7 the LORD appeared. This is the first of a number of times that God shows himself to the patriarchs. altar to the LORD. Altars were common places for worshiping God in the patriarchal period because no central sanctuary existed.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 12:8 From Shechem, Abram migrates southward to a location between Bethel and Ai, before going much farther in the direction of Egypt.




FACT


Altars were tables or platforms used for presenting sacrifices to God. They could be built of stone, mud-brick, or dirt mounds. The first altar mentioned in the Bible is the one Noah built after the flood (8:20; see also 12:8). 





GENESIS—NOTE ON 12:9 The Negeb is the southern region of Canaan.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 12:10–20 A severe famine in Canaan forces Abram to seek refuge in Egypt. Because of the Nile River, Egypt was a more likely place than Canaan to find food during a drought. As is common in biblical stories, the narrator offers no moral evaluation of the participants’ actions.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 12:11–13 Abram devises a plan, based on a half-truth (see 20:12), implying that he thinks God is unable to protect him. Yet when the plot backfires, the Lord rescues him (12:17).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 12:15 Pharaoh is the title of the king of Egypt, not a personal name.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 12:16 To own camels, Abram must have been wealthy, since they were scarce in this time and place.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 12:17 Plagues on Pharaoh and his house will be seen again in the exodus from Egypt, when God will punish another pharaoh for his mistreatment of Abram’s descendants.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 13:1–18 Expelled from Egypt, Abram retraces his steps northward, through the Negeb, back to the hill country between Bethel and Ai where he had previously built an altar (12:8). Competition for pasture soon leads to strife between the herdsmen of Abram and Lot. When Abram offers Lot first choice of the land, Lot chooses the fertile Jordan Valley. Afterward, the Lord reaffirms that Abram’s descendants will possess all of Canaan.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 13:7 The scarcity of pastureland may have been related to the fact that the Canaanites and the Perizzites were dwelling in the land. Compare the similar statement in 12:6.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 13:10 the Jordan Valley was well watered everywhere. Lot’s experience with the effects of famine (12:10, probably from drought) makes his choice of the fertile Jordan Valley understandable. like the garden of the LORD. A reference to the garden of Eden, which was also well watered (see 2:10). This description of the Jordan Valley predates the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (chs. 18–19), which may well have made this area less suitable for flocks and herds.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 13:11–13 Lot’s decision to settle among the cities of the valley brings him into the vicinity of Sodom.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 13:14–17 At this stage, Abram still has no children.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 13:18 Abram relocates near Hebron (also known as Kiriath-arba; see 23:2), setting up his tent by the oaks of Mamre. Since one of Abram’s allies is “Mamre the Amorite” (14:13), the oaks are probably named after him. altar. See note on 12:7. At this time, Hebron was a major settlement in the Judean hills, covering between six and seven acres.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 14:1–24 After separating from Abram and settling in Sodom, Lot is taken captive by an alliance of four kings who invade the Jordan Valley. Abram gathers a small army and recovers Lot, leading to an interesting encounter with the king of Salem.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 14:3 The Salt Sea is the Dead Sea.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 14:4 After twelve years of being ruled by others, the kings of the Jordan Valley gain independence for one year.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 14:5–7 Under the leadership of Chedorlaomer, the invading kings defeat several tribal groups. The six locations reveal that the invaders moved southward along the King’s Highway in Transjordan as far as the Gulf of Aqaba before turning northward. They eventually arrive at Hazazon-tamar, also known as Engedi (see 2 Chron. 20:2).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 14:13–16 Abram the Hebrew. This is the first occurrence of the term “Hebrew” in the Bible (see note on 10:21–32). The town of Laish in northern Canaan was later renamed Dan (14:14; see Judg. 18:29). The use of the name “Dan” here indicates that this account was edited sometime later. A nighttime assault allows Abram’s forces to overcome their opponents, who flee northward.




FACT


Non-Levite Priests? Melchizedek (14:17–21) and Jesus Christ are the only approved priests in the Bible who were not Levites. The NT book of Hebrews explains why this is important.





GENESIS—NOTE ON 14:17–24 This passage emphasizes Abram’s reliance on God rather than on military might to gain possession of Canaan.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 14:17 The Valley of Shaveh, also known as the King’s Valley, lay to the east of Jerusalem (see 2 Sam. 18:18).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 14:18 Melchizedek (which means “king of righteousness”; see Heb. 7:2) generously provides a meal for the returning victors. Salem is possibly a shortened version of “Jerusalem” (see Ps. 76:2) and is related to shalom, the Hebrew word for “peace” (see Heb. 7:2). He was priest of God Most High. Although very little is known about Melchizedek, he provides an interesting example of a priest-king linked to Jerusalem. See Heb. 5:5–10; 6:20–7:17 for a study of Jesus Christ as belonging to the “order of Melchizedek.”

GENESIS—NOTE ON 14:19–20 Melchizedek’s blessing praises God for giving Abram victory. When Abram gives Melchizedek a tenth of everything (that is, a tithe), he shows that he believes what Melchizedek says.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 14:22 the LORD, God Most High. By combining the divine name “Yahweh” (translated “LORD”; see note on 2:4) with ’El ‘Elyon, “God Most High,” Abram indicates that Yahweh and ’El ‘Elyon are one and the same deity.




Melchizedek


Melchizedek is among the most mysterious figures in Scripture. King of Salem, a city identified with Jerusalem, and “priest of God Most High,” Melchizedek’s name means “king of righteousness.” Following Abraham’s defeat of Chedorlaomer and his rescue of Lot, Melchizedek provided a meal of bread and wine for Abraham and his men. He then blessed Abraham, attributing Abraham’s victory over his enemies to God Most High. In response to Melchizedek’s blessing, Abraham gave the priest-king a tenth of everything he had. David mentions Melchizedek in the messianic Psalm 110, and the writer of Hebrews presents Melchizedek as a foreshadowing of Jesus Christ, who is both priest and king. (Genesis 14:18–20)





GENESIS—NOTE ON 15:1–21 Verses 1–6 of ch. 15 focus on Abram’s concern that he is still childless; vv. 7–21 focus on his desire for assurance that the land of Canaan will belong to his descendants. God’s conditional promise in 12:2 that Abram will become a “great nation” is now guaranteed by a covenant, although the fulfillment will not take place until several centuries after Abram’s death.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 15:1 In ch. 14 Abram rejected the victory spoils that the king of Sodom offered. In response (After these things), God states that Abram’s reward shall be very great.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 15:2 the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus. This individual is not named elsewhere. The context suggests he is a trusted member of Abram’s household, possibly a slave.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 15:6 This key verse in Genesis is quoted four times in the NT (Rom. 4:3, 22; Gal. 3:6; James 2:23). Faith in God requires trusting him (see notes on John 1:12–13; Heb. 11:1), based on the truthfulness of his words. Faith in God leads to obeying his commands. Abram believed God would give him a son despite many years of childlessness. counted . . . as righteousness. Before Abram has shown himself righteous by his deeds, God sees him as righteous because of his faith.




FACT


Abram believed the LORD, and that was the basis for God counting him as righteous. Such faith remains the basis for God’s justification of Christians in the NT (Gal. 2:16).






Abraham


God called Abraham to leave his native country for a land that he would show him. When Abraham arrived in Canaan, God promised to give the land to him and his descendants, who would become the nation of Israel. The Lord promised that the whole world would be blessed through Abraham and his descendants. Abraham faced the ultimate test of faith when God commanded him to sacrifice his son Isaac. Because Abraham was willing to do so, God once again promised to bless him and to multiply his offspring. God spared Isaac from death by providing a substitute sacrifice, foreshadowing the substitutionary death of Christ on the cross. (Genesis 15:5–6)





GENESIS—NOTE ON 15:9–17 The ritual described here is possibly a type of oath. God is saying that he will become like the dead animals if he does not keep his word (see Jer. 34:18–20). Another interpretation is that the sacrificial animals symbolize Abram’s descendants and the “birds of prey” (Gen. 15:11) signify their enemies (unclean nations).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 15:13–16 Four hundred years appears to be a round figure. and afterward they shall come out with great possessions. The Lord’s promise to Abram was fulfilled 600 to 800 years later at the time of the exodus. for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete. The Amorites are one of the main groups living in Canaan (vv. 19–21) and are descendants of Ham (see notes on ch. 10). God’s comment implies that the Amorites’ land will be taken as an act of punishment for their sin. See note on Josh. 6:17–18.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 15:17 The smoking fire pot and flaming torch symbolize God’s presence, which is often associated with fire (e.g., Ex. 13:21–22).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 15:18–21 On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram. This covenant differs from the one described in ch. 17. (On covenants, see note on 9:9–11.) God unconditionally pledges that Abram’s offspring will possess this land, linking this covenant with the earlier conditional promise that Abram would become a great nation (12:2). from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates. The designation “river of Egypt” is unclear. It could refer to the Wadi el Arish (midway between Israel and the Nile). Or, “river” could refer to the eastern branch of the Nile. This promise was probably fulfilled for a time in the reign of Solomon (see 1 Kings 4:21).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 16:1–16 Sarai seeks to resolve the problem of her barrenness by having her maidservant, Hagar, bear a child on her behalf.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 16:2 Abram listened to the voice of Sarai may mean that he gave in too readily to his wife’s request (see v. 6).




FACT


Taking servants as wives. It was common in ancient cultures for a married man to take a servant as a wife (16:2). But this was contrary to God’s original design for marriage (2:24).





GENESIS—NOTE ON 16:3 as a wife. Hagar’s status within Abram’s household is changed from servant to wife, although this does not place her on a par with Sarai (see note on 25:5–6). While the OT records occasions of polygamy, these relationships are usually difficult and are never encouraged in the Bible (see 2:24; Deut. 17:17).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 16:5–7 Sarai initially directs her anger at Abram, and he allows her to deal harshly with Hagar. The human solution to Sarai’s childlessness creates new problems.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 16:7 The angel of the LORD. The Hebrew word for “angel” may also be translated “messenger.” There is something mysterious about this figure. In 19:1 the “two angels” who arrive at Sodom resemble human beings (in 18:2 they are called “men”). When “the angel of the LORD” speaks, his words are perceived as being God’s words, giving the impression that the angel is identical with God. On this basis, some Christians believe this is the preincarnate Christ. the spring on the way to Shur. Hagar’s escape takes her toward Egypt, her homeland. The location of the spring/well is clarified in 16:14, when it is named “Beer-lahai-roi.”

GENESIS—NOTE ON 16:9 God commands Hagar to have a better attitude toward her mistress, Sarai. Instead of despising her, she is to submit to her authority.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 16:11–12 Ishmael means “God hears.” God has observed Hagar’s suffering. The angel promises Hagar that her son will not need to serve others. However, he will live a life of hostility toward others.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 16:13 here I have seen him who looks after me. Although this could imply that Hagar actually saw God, it could also mean she understands that God sees or “looks after” her. He is the God of seeing.




Ishmael


Ishmael was Abraham’s eldest son. His mother was Hagar, the maidservant of Abraham’s wife Sarah. Ishmael was around 16 years old when his half-brother, Isaac, was born. Sarah overheard Ishmael mocking his younger brother, so she angrily expelled Hagar and Ishmael from her household and sent them to wander in the desert. God protected them, however, and promised that Ishmael would become a great nation. Ishmael grew to be strongly independent and, as the Lord had prophesied, he lived a life of hostility toward others. Ishmael settled in the wilderness of Paran, where he became an expert archer. Because Ishmael was Abraham’s son, God blessed him. He had 12 sons, who became princes of 12 tribes. (Genesis 16:11–12)





GENESIS—NOTE ON 16:14 Beer-lahai-roi means “well of the Living One who sees me.”

GENESIS—NOTE ON 16:15 By naming Ishmael, Abram publicly acknowledges him as his son and heir.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 16:16 eighty-six years old. Ishmael was born 11 years after Abram settled in Canaan.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 17:1–27 Thirteen years after the birth of Ishmael, the Lord appears to Abram and announces that he will establish an eternal covenant with Abram and his offspring. Abram will become the father of many nations. The sign of the covenant is circumcision. The covenant will be established with Isaac but not Ishmael (although Ishmael, by being circumcised, will enjoy some of the benefits of the covenant).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 17:1–2 God Almighty. Like many other names for God in Genesis, the common Semitic word for “God” is followed by a particular attribute of God. This name emphasizes God’s power, which will enable Sarai to bear a son. that I may make my covenant. Unlike the unconditional covenant in ch. 15, here a condition is clear: walk before God and be blameless (see note on 17:19).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 17:4–5 the father of a multitude of nations. These words summarize the covenant being established by God. To underline their importance, the words are repeated at the end of v. 5: your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 17:6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful. This promise echoes the divine blessing given at creation (1:28) and later repeated to Noah after the flood (9:1). kings shall come from you. Fruitfulness includes exercising authority over the earth on God’s behalf (1:28; 9:1–7).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 17:10 Circumcision was not a Hebrew invention. For example, it was used in Egypt as an act of ritual purity.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 17:11 You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins. Circumcision, cutting off the foreskin of the penis, creates a mark that would not normally be visible to others.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 17:12–13 eight days old. To ensure that the covenant extends to the next generation, all newborn male children are to be circumcised eight days after they are born. The covenant is not about establishing racial purity, since males who are not Abraham’s offspring are included.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 17:14 shall be cut off from his people. Uncircumcised males were excluded from the benefits of the covenant. Circumcision distinguished those who believed in the importance of God’s promises to Abraham from those who did not. For the NT view on circumcision, see Rom. 2:25–29; 1 Cor. 7:18–19; and Gal. 6:15.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 17:15–16 The name Sarai is changed to Sarah; both forms mean “princess.”

GENESIS—NOTE ON 17:19 Isaac means “he laughs.” The theme of laughter occurs in several passages associated with the birth of Isaac. See v. 17; 18:12–15; 21:6, 9. I will establish my covenant with him. While Ishmael and the other male members of Abraham’s household are also circumcised, the covenant will continue through Isaac (see 17:7, 20–21; and chart). This line eventually leads to Jesus Christ, through whom God’s blessing comes to the nations.




Sarah


Sarah was Abraham’s wife and was also his half-sister. On two occasions, to save himself from possible danger, Abraham said that Sarah was his “sister,” failing to mention that she was also his wife. After many years of not being able to bear children, Sarah encouraged Abraham to start a family with her maidservant, Hagar. This plan backfired when, upon conceiving, Hagar became condescending toward Sarah. Later, God promised Abraham that he would give him a son through Sarah. Since she was 90 years old at the time, and Abraham himself was 100, Sarah’s initial response to the promise was laughter. However, one year later, Sarah gave birth to Isaac, the child of promise. She thus became an ancestor of Christ. (Genesis 17:15–16)






FACT


Isaac means “he laughs.” When Abraham and Sarah heard that they were going to have a son in their old age, they both laughed (17:17; 18:12). When Isaac was born, however, they and all their friends laughed with joy (21:6)!






Four Kinds of Abraham’s Offspring


	Offspring	Explanation	Examples

	Natural, physical offspring	Physical descendants of Abraham	Ishmael, Isaac, the sons of Keturah (and by extension Esau, Jacob, etc.)

	Natural, yet special offspring	Physical descendants of Abraham especially tied to God’s elective and saving purposes	Isaac (by extension Jacob and the entire nation of Israel)

	Promised offspring	The true, unique offspring of Abraham	A distinctive line of offspring, starting earlier with Seth and continuing through Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Israel, and David, culminating in Jesus Christ (Gal. 3:16)

	Spiritual offspring	Those united with Christ (the promised offspring)	Jews and Gentiles who trust in the Messiah







GENESIS—NOTE ON 17:20 God blesses Ishmael with the promise that he will become a great nation (see 25:12–18), even though God favors the yet-to-be-born Isaac.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 18:1–15 The Lord appears to Abraham and announces that Sarah will bear a son, about this time next year.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 18:1 Although Abram settled at the oaks of Mamre many years earlier (13:18), he is still dwelling in a tent (see Heb. 11:9).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 18:2 Abraham’s actions suggest that he viewed the three men as very important. he ran. In the Middle East, a socially prominent elderly man would not normally respond in this way. bowed himself to the earth. While this may have been a common greeting (see 19:1), it shows that Abraham regards the visitors as worthy of great respect.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 18:3 O Lord. The term here is a distinctive one for God in the OT (e.g., 20:4). The polite term of respect “my lord” (e.g., 23:6) has a slight difference of spelling in Hebrew. Clearly Abraham recognizes that one of his visitors is divine.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 18:4–8 Although Abraham speaks of a little water and a morsel of bread, he prepares a large meal. The writer of Hebrews was probably thinking of the events of vv. 2–8 and 19:1–3 when he wrote of people who had “entertained angels unawares” (Heb. 13:2).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 18:11 The way of women had ceased to be with Sarah. She has ceased to have menstrual cycles, indicating that her reproductive years have ended.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 18:12 Sarah honors Abraham with a title of dignity and respect: my lord. First Peter 3:6 notes this, indicating that she is submitting to and obeying her husband.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 18:16–19:29 The Lord reveals to Abraham his plan to destroy Sodom and then carries out that plan. Through Abraham’s intercession, Lot and his two daughters escape. The city’s destruction is fully justified because of its overwhelming wickedness (compare 13:13).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 18:17–19 God tells Abraham what he is about to do, since Abraham has a unique role to fulfill regarding his own descendants and all the nations of the earth.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 18:21 I will go down to see. This remark does not mean that God’s knowledge is limited (compare 11:5). It simply means he is giving his direct attention to the matter.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 18:23–25 Abraham’s response is probably prompted by his concern for Lot. Abraham wonders if God intends to destroy the righteous along with the wicked.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 18:26–33 God eventually affirms that for the sake of ten I will not destroy Sodom (v. 32). He assures Abraham that he will not punish the righteous along with the wicked.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 19:1–3 The two angels. These are the two men who accompanied the Lord in ch. 18 but then separated from him (see 18:22). Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom. These verses parallel the opening verses of ch. 18. Like Abraham, Lot greets the two men by bowing before them, offering them hospitality. There is no report of his wife assisting him. Unleavened bread implies it was baked in haste. By resembling Abraham’s earlier actions, Lot demonstrates that he is righteous, unlike the men of Sodom.




FACT


The city gate was a place where leaders made key decisions (Prov. 31:23; Lam. 5:14). Lot’s presence at the city gate (Gen. 19:1) shows that he had a position of importance in Sodom.





GENESIS—NOTE ON 19:4 the men of the city. Every male in Sodom, it seems, both young and old, was involved in the attempted rape of the two visitors.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 19:5 that we may know them. In Hebrew the verb “to know” sometimes implies sexual intercourse (e.g., 4:1, 17, 25; 19:8; compare Judg. 19:22). The context suggests that the men of Sodom intend to have homosexual relations with the two visitors, hence the origin of the term “sodomy.” By acting so wickedly against defenseless strangers, the entire community invites divine punishment.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 19:6–9 Lot’s readiness to protect the two men from the mob is admirable. In desperation he offers his two unmarried daughters as substitutes—a shocking, cowardly, and inexcusable act, even if he intended this only as a bluff, or expected the offer to be rejected. The reaction of the crowd only confirms the truly evil nature of their intentions.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 19:9 While Lot addresses them as “brothers” (v. 7), the crowd resents him as a foreigner who has become the judge.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 19:16 he lingered. Even Lot is slow to grasp the seriousness of the situation.




Lot


Abraham’s nephew Lot traveled with him to the promised land of Canaan. When the combined wealth of Abraham and Lot proved too much for one place, Abraham generously offered his nephew first choice of the land. Lot chose the fertile Jordan Valley, settling in Sodom. Later, Abraham rescued Lot when he was taken captive by invaders. When the wicked city of Sodom was destroyed, God allowed Lot’s family to escape. Lot’s wife disobeyed by looking back, however, and was turned into a pillar of salt. Filled with fear, Lot and his daughters hid in a cave. Both daughters, desperate to have children, tricked Lot into fathering a son with them. Despite his shortcomings, Lot is described in 2 Pet. 2:7–10 as a righteous man. (Genesis 19:15–16)





GENESIS—NOTE ON 19:17–23 Since the entire valley will be destroyed, Lot is told to escape to the hills. Lot thinks this will be too difficult and therefore asks to be given refuge in a small city in the valley. The Lord grants this request, further showing his mercy to Lot amid the judgment on Sodom.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 19:24–25 the LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur and fire from the LORD out of heaven. This judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah, the flood of chs. 6–9, and the later destruction of the Canaanites (Deut. 20:16–18) all demonstrate God’s righteous wrath against sin, his mercy in rescuing the godly from destruction, and the certainty of the final judgment to come.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 19:26 The pillar of salt may have been composed of the fiery matter raining in molten lumps from the sky.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 19:27–29 The text now focuses briefly on Abraham, reminding the reader of his intercession for Lot and his family (18:20–33).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 19:31–38 Lot’s daughters had intercourse with him on consecutive nights, but he was unaware of it. This unseemly episode marked the origin of the Moabites and Ammonites.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 20:1–18 King Abimelech takes Sarah into his harem, which seems to put at risk God’s promise that Sarah will bear Abraham a son.




FACT


What is the Negeb? The Negeb (20:1) is a dry area of rolling hills in southern Israel. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob lived there. Hagar sought refuge in the Negeb. Later, it provided refuge for Israelites fleeing from invading armies.





GENESIS—NOTE ON 20:1 No specific reason is given for Abraham’s relocation to Gerar, in the northern Negeb. Abraham and Sarah are unknown to the inhabi­tants of the region.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 20:2 She is my sister. This comment assumes that the reader is familiar with 12:11–13, which explains the rationale behind Abraham’s words. Abimelech king of Gerar. Abimelech, which means “my father is king,” appears to have been a common royal name (compare 26:1–2).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 20:3–6 But God came to Abimelech. The text emphasizes that Sarah has not had intercourse with the king; otherwise, it could have appeared that Abimelech was the father of Isaac (21:1–3). in a dream by night. Throughout Genesis dreams often bring divine revelation (compare 28:12; 31:10–11; 37:5–9; 40:5–8; 41:1).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 20:7 Abraham is the first person in the Bible called a prophet. This context emphasizes his ability to intercede for others, one of the characteristics of a true prophet (Jer. 15:1); compare his actions in Gen. 18:22–33.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 20:9 Abimelech rightly criticizes Abraham for deceiving him about Sarah. The term great sin sometimes implies adultery.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 20:11 There is no fear of God at all in this place. Abraham’s response betrays both his lack of faith in God and his misjudgment of the people of Gerar. The story shows clearly that the king and his servants were God-fearing (see vv. 5, 8, 16).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 20:12–13 Besides, she is indeed my sister. Abraham’s half-truth does not excuse his behavior. at every place to which we come. Abraham regularly resorted to this wife-sister ruse for his own self-protection. Yet only God’s intervention protects Abraham’s relationship with Sarah.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 20:14–16 Abimelech’s generosity and innocence contrast sharply with Abraham’s deception. The king’s actions publicly affirm that he has not acted inappropriately toward Sarah.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 20:17–18 God has power over fertility. By praying, Abraham demonstrates that God’s blessing is being mediated through him (see 12:3).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 21:1–21 In fulfillment of God’s promise, Sarah bears Abraham a son, who is named Isaac. While Isaac takes priority over Ishmael, God does not abandon Hagar and her son.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 21:1–2 as he had promised. See 17:16, 19, 21. at the time of which God had spoken to him. See 18:10, 14.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 21:3 Isaac. God had announced the name to Abraham in 17:19 (see note).




Isaac


God had promised Abraham that the world would be blessed through his descendants. When Isaac was born to Abraham and Sarah, it was the initial fulfillment of that promise. At God’s command, Isaac was almost sacrificed by his father, but his life was spared when God provided a ram to be sacrificed in his place. This prefigured the sacrifice of God’s own Son in the place of all who would believe in him. Isaac settled in Gerar, a Philistine city, where he became prosperous. He married Rebekah, who bore him twin sons, Jacob and Esau. Although Esau was his favorite son, Isaac was tricked by Jacob into giving him the blessing intended for his older brother. (Genesis 21:1–3)





GENESIS—NOTE ON 21:4 Isaac is circumcised by Abraham, fulfilling God’s instructions in 17:12.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 21:8 Isaac was probably two or three years old when he was weaned.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 21:9 The Hebrew verb translated laughing can mean either “mocking” or “playing.” Here, it probably means “mocking.”

GENESIS—NOTE ON 21:12 through Isaac shall your offspring be named. Even though Ishmael is older than Isaac, God confirms that Isaac will take priority over Ishmael (see 17:19). The importance of this is explained in Rom. 9:7 and Heb. 11:18.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 21:14 putting it on her shoulder, along with the child. While these words might suggest that Ishmael was placed on Hagar’s shoulder, this is hardly likely, since Ishmael is about 16 years old (see 16:16; 21:5, 8). Abraham gave Ishmael to Hagar, probably after putting the bread and water on Hagar’s shoulder. The Hebrew term for “child” may mean an older teenager. wilderness of Beersheba. Water was difficult to find in this region. Man-made wells appear to have been the main source (see 21:30; 26:18–22).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 21:17–18 God’s intervention saves Hagar and confirms to her that her son will become a great nation, echoing the promise given to Abraham in v. 13. God heard . . . the boy (v. 17). “Ishmael” means “God hears” (see 16:11).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 21:21 wilderness of Paran. The central region in northern Sinai.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 21:22–23 God is with you in all that you do. Abimelech attributes Abraham’s success to God.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 21:25–30 Before sealing the treaty, Abraham raises the controversial issue of ownership of a well. The covenant or treaty was designed to prevent conflict between the two parties. The gift of seven ewe lambs to Abimelech confirms Abraham’s ownership of the well.




FACT


Why fight over a well? Wells are of great importance in the hot, dry climates around the world. Because lack of water was a constant threat, both military generals and civilian travelers would often plan their routes according to the location of wells. (See 21:25–31.)





GENESIS—NOTE ON 21:31 In light of Abraham’s gift to Abimelech, the name Beersheba probably means “well of seven.” It could also mean “well of the oath,” since the Hebrew words for “seven” and “oath” are similar. Perhaps the name was chosen because it embraced both concepts. When a permanent settlement was established in this area, it was named after the well (see 26:33). The town of Beersheba, in the northern Negeb, marked the southern boundary of Israel (e.g., Judg. 20:1).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 21:32 land of the Philistines. The term “Philistines” is normally associated with non-Canaanites from the Aegean region who inhabited southwest Canaan from about 1180 B.C. onward—nearly a thousand years after Abraham’s time. In light of this, the term may have been used here and elsewhere to replace an earlier, obscure term; Genesis contains various examples of such modernizations.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 21:33 Everlasting God. Here the common Semitic term for “God” is followed by the attribute of everlastingness.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 22:1–19 The conditional promises of 12:1–3 are now unconditionally guaranteed as a result of Abraham’s preparedness to sacrifice his son. Put to the test, Abraham displays remarkable trust in God. James 2:21–22 says that Abraham’s actions here “completed” the faith he had already expressed (see Gen. 15:6).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 22:1 God tested Abraham. While it is not unknown for God to test individuals, testing must be clearly distinguished from tempting. God does not tempt anyone to do evil (James 1:13). He does, however, test people’s commitment to him (e.g., Ex. 15:25; 16:4).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 22:2 your only son Isaac, whom you love. With Ishmael’s departure from Abraham’s household, Isaac had become Abraham’s cherished only son. land of Moriah. According to 2 Chron. 3:1, Solomon constructed the temple on Mount Moriah in Jerusalem. While Genesis 22 does not specify that the sacrifice of Isaac took place at or near Jerusalem, v. 14 may imply such a connection. A burnt offering involved the entire sacrifice being consumed by fire.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 22:3 Abraham rose early in the morning. Abraham promptly responds to the challenge placed before him.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 22:4 On the third day. It requires about two days to travel on foot from Beersheba to Jerusalem, a distance of about 45 miles (72 km). Elsewhere, two days represents the time set aside to prepare for a special encounter with God on the third day (see Ex. 19:11).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 22:5–8 I and the boy will . . . come again to you. While Abraham is committed to sacrificing Isaac, he believes that both of them will return (see Heb. 11:17–19). God will provide . . . the lamb. It is unclear whether Abraham is speaking ironically here (Isaac is the “lamb”), or whether he is expressing faith that somehow God will preserve his son.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 22:11 the angel of the LORD. See note on 16:7. The repetition of the name Abraham, Abraham underscores the urgency of the intervention (compare 22:1).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 22:12 now I know that you fear God. While Abraham’s faith was the means by which God counted him as righteous (15:6), that faith is now “active along with his works” and is “completed by his works” (James 2:21–23). His faith resulted in obedience.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 22:13 God provides a ram to be sacrificed as a burnt offering. In Genesis such sacrifices are associated with solemn promises made by God (see 8:20–22). instead of his son. The fact that a ram died in the place of Isaac suggests the principle of substitutionary atonement, especially the substitutionary death of Christ on the cross, as “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 22:14 The LORD will provide. The belief developed (as it is said to this day) that God would provide the sacrifice necessary to atone for sin. The mount of the LORD probably refers to the hill on which the temple was later built in Jerusalem.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 22:15–18 By myself I have sworn. The oath concentrates on a single descendant of Abraham who will overcome his enemies and bring blessing to all the nations of the earth (v. 18). This oath to Abraham comes to fulfillment in Jesus Christ (Acts 3:25–26; Gal. 3:16).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 22:16–17 because you . . . have not withheld your son, your only son. Abraham’s actions prove his faith (see Rom. 4:3, 22–23; Gal. 3:6).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 22:24 concubine. See note on 25:5–6.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 23:1–20 Upon the death of Sarah, Abraham buys a cave in Hebron as a burial place. By acquiring this land, Abraham confirms that his descendants are to be associated with the land of Canaan, as God had already promised (12:7; 13:14–17; 15:18–21).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 23:2 Kiriath-arba means “town of four” (see Josh. 14:15). It was later known as Hebron (see Judg. 1:10).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 23:4 a sojourner and foreigner among you. Despite God’s repeated promises that Abraham’s descendants will possess all the land of Canaan, after 62 years in the land Abraham has no permanent location to call his own. The NT explains that Abraham chose to go on living in tents because he was looking for a city “whose designer and builder is God” (Heb. 11:9–10).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 23:6 The Hittites recognize Abraham’s special relationship with God and give him the title prince of God.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 23:10 Although Ephron is present, Abraham seeks permission from the Hittite population as a whole—either because Abraham himself was not a Hittite or because the transfer of property required the involvement of a third party.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 23:11–16 Although Ephron first offers the field and cave to Abraham for free, this may not have been his true intention. The second time he offers it, he casually mentions what he would consider a fair price (v. 15). It is important that Abraham buy the property because that ensures that he has full legal title to the burial plot. Comparisons with 1 Kings 16:24 and Jer. 32:9 suggest that four hundred shekels of silver was a high price, although this cannot be known for sure, since the weight of a shekel could vary according to the weights current among the merchants.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 23:17–19 Mamre. See note on 13:18.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 23:20 Abraham’s purchase of the field and cave meant that his descendants would always own this land. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Rebekah, and Leah would later be buried in this cave.




FACT


Two biblical firsts. The burial of Sarah (23:19) is the first biblical record of a burial. Abraham’s purchase of the burial plot is also the first biblical record of a business transaction.





GENESIS—NOTE ON 24:1–67 Abraham sends one of his servants to his homeland in Mesopotamia to find a wife for Isaac. The journey was about 550 miles (900 km) and would have taken the servant about 21 days.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 24:2–6 Abraham did not want Isaac to marry a Canaanite, fearing this would draw him away from the Lord. From ch. 9 onward, the Canaanites are frequently portrayed as wicked. put your hand under my thigh. See note on 24:9. In spite of having left Haran in northern Mesopotamia almost a hundred years earlier, Abraham refers to it as my country (v. 4). He emphasizes, however, that Isaac should not return there (v. 6); Isaac’s future is in Canaan.

	

GENESIS—NOTE ON 24:9 the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham. Since striking one’s thigh was possibly understood as a sign of remorse and submission (see Jer. 31:19; Ezek. 21:12), the placing of one’s hand under the thigh of another may have indicated submission to that person’s strength and authority.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 24:10 camels. See note on 12:16. Mesopotamia (literally, “between the rivers”) was the Greek title for the region between the Euphrates and Tigris Rivers. Here it refers to only northwestern Mesopotamia. The city of Nahor, probably identified with Nakhur, was near Haran (see note on 11:31).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 24:12–14 The servant (like Abraham) has faith in the Lord and prays for guidance. The conditions he has set reveal that he seeks a wife who is generous and caring. The specific request in v. 14 is not the ordinary way to ask for guidance. Nevertheless, God graciously honors the request (compare Judg. 6:36–40).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 24:16 The description of Rebekah as a maiden whom no man had known confirms that she is a virgin, creating the expectation that she may well be the one God intends to be Isaac’s wife.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 24:27–28 God’s swift answer to the servant’s prayer prompts worship and praise.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 24:50–51 Rebekah’s brother and father acknowledge the providential nature of these events. God clearly intends that Rebekah should become Isaac’s wife.




FACT


Family ties. Laban took responsibility for his sister Rebekah (24:29-51). Apparently their father, who was still alive, was unable to do so.





GENESIS—NOTE ON 24:53 The gifts confirm what the servant has earlier said about Abraham’s wealth (see v. 35).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 24:63 Isaac went out. This is another divinely directed event, allowing Isaac to be the first to meet Rebekah when they arrive.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 24:65 she took her veil and covered herself. It was customary for a woman to cover her face with a veil during the period of betrothal, when she was committed to be married.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 25:1–4 Abraham took another wife. Like Hagar, Keturah has the status of a “concubine” (see 1 Chron. 1:32; also note on Gen. 25:5–6). This relationship possibly existed before Sarah’s death. In the ancient Near East, wealthy men sometimes had “second” wives.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 25:5–6 These verses highlight Isaac’s position as Abraham’s main heir. “Concubines” probably refers to Hagar and Keturah, both of whom bore Abraham children. Neither woman shared the status of Sarah, Abraham’s first wife (see also 1 Chron. 1:28–34).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 25:9–10 the cave of Machpelah . . . that Abraham purchased. See ch. 23.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 25:12–18 This short section names Ishmael’s 12 sons, who became heads of tribes in Arabia, fulfilling God’s promise in 17:20.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 25:12 These are the generations of. See note on 2:4.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 25:19–37:1 Isaac’s Descendants. The familiar phrase “these are the generations of” introduces the next main section of Genesis (see note on 2:4). While these chapters focus on the family of Isaac, special attention is given to Jacob because the unique family line of Genesis will be continued through him (see diagram).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 25:20 The repeated use of the term Aramean and the designation of their dwelling place as Paddan-aram (“plain of Aram”) indicate that Abraham’s family was considered to be Aramean.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 25:21 Like Sarah, Rebekah is also barren.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 25:22–23 The observation that the children struggled together within her introduces one of the main themes of chs. 25–36. The relationship between the twin boys will often be hostile. The divine revelation that the older shall serve the younger indicates that Jacob will have a significant role in the family line.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 25:26 holding Esau’s heel, so his name was called Jacob. The name “Jacob” resembles the Hebrew term for “heel” and has the connotation of “deceiver.” To grasp someone by the heel was apparently a figure of speech meaning “to deceive.” The idea of deception will be a repeated theme in the life of Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old. The twins are born 15 years before the death of Abraham, which is recorded in vv. 7–8. Occasionally in Genesis, events are narrated out of chronological order, as here.




Rebekah


Because he did not want Isaac to marry a Canaanite, Abraham sent his servant to Mesopotamia to find a wife for his son. The servant prayed for a sign to help him recognize the woman God had appointed for this purpose. Rebekah’s actions were the precise answer to the servant’s prayer. She was beautiful and hospitable, and in an act of faith she left her country and her family so that she could journey to Canaan and marry Isaac. Like Sarah, Rebekah was barren. Isaac prayed on her behalf, and God heard his prayer. Rebekah gave birth to Jacob and Esau. Favoring Jacob above his brother, Rebekah instructed him to trick his father into giving him the blessing intended for Esau. (Genesis 25:23)





GENESIS—NOTE ON 25:27–34 These verses tell of Esau selling his birthright to Jacob. While Jacob may be criticized for exploiting his brother in a moment of weakness, Esau is indifferent toward his firstborn status. That is why Heb. 12:16 describes Esau as “unholy.” He did not appreciate that his birthright was linked to God’s plan of redemption.




FACT


Tents were temporary shelters made of cloth and were often woven from black goat’s hair. The tent was held up by ropes and poles. Most tents were rectangular in shape. Because nomadic families moved often, they had little furniture. Tents still provide housing for nomadic peoples living in the Middle East today.





GENESIS—NOTE ON 25:30 In Hebrew, the name Edom is similar to the word red.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 26:1–35 The events in this chapter are difficult to date precisely but they probably took place after the death of Abraham (25:8), when Esau and Jacob were young men.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 26:1–2 besides the former famine that was in the days of Abraham. See 12:10. On that occasion, Abraham went down to Egypt. Isaac, however, is instructed to remain in Gerar. Abimelech. See note on 20:2. It is possible that this is the king mentioned in chs. 20–21. Perhaps more likely, he is his son or grandson. Philistines. See note on 21:32.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 26:3–5 I will establish the oath that I swore to Abraham. This refers to the oath in 22:16–18, the substance of which is repeated here (see note on 22:15–18). Isaac is the heir to the promises God made to Abraham.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 26:6–7 She is my sister. Isaac makes the same dishonest claim that Abraham earlier used in both Egypt (12:10–12) and Gerar (20:1–18).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 26:8 saw Isaac laughing with Rebekah. The Hebrew verb implies they were laughing while caressing affectionately.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 26:15 The Philistines may have closed up the wells to discourage herdsmen from grazing their livestock in this region.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 26:17 Isaac relocates from the city of Gerar to the Valley of Gerar, a region under the control of Gerar but not next to it.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 26:19–22 Since water was vital in this arid region, disputes over the ownership of wells were common (see 21:25). The names of the wells reflect the events associated with them.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 26:23–25 Isaac’s servants dug a well. Years earlier Abraham dug a well at Beersheba (see 21:30), but the Philistines later filled it in (26:15).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 26:26–31 Abimelech comes to Isaac to establish a covenant (v. 28) or treaty with him, guaranteeing they will live together peacefully (compare 21:22–32). Phicol is possibly the same individual as in 21:22. Alternatively, “Phicol” could be a family name or a title.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 26:32–33 This treaty coincides with the discovery of water in a well being dug by Isaac’s servants. Therefore the well is called Shibah, which resembles the Hebrew word for “oath.” Beersheba. See note on 21:31.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 26:34–35 The emphasis on the Hittite origin of Esau’s wives probably implies that Esau has not chosen them wisely. This is confirmed as they made life bitter for Isaac and Rebekah (v. 35).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 27:1–2 Isaac decides it is time to bless his firstborn son, Esau. Such blessings were seen as shaping the future of those blessed.




FACT


A father’s blessing (ch. 27) was not just a symbolic gesture. It established the identity of the heir, granting him all the privileges of that position. The father’s blessing was even seen as in some way shaping his future.





GENESIS—NOTE ON 27:4 that my soul may bless you before I die. Isaac intends that his blessing for Esau will establish the identity of the heir to the promises God had given to Abraham and Isaac.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 27:5–10 Rebekah was listening. Rebekah plans Jacob’s deception, but Jacob is still responsible for the part he plays in this trick.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 27:11 From birth, Esau was clearly distinguished from Jacob by his hairy appearance (see 25:25).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 27:29 Let peoples serve you, and nations bow down to you. Isaac’s blessing for his “firstborn” goes far beyond material prosperity (v. 28). Isaac asks for universal sovereignty over peoples and nations, building on God’s promise to Abraham that kings will be among his descendants (17:6). Cursed be everyone who curses you, and blessed be everyone who blesses you! These words echo God’s promise to Abraham, in 12:3, that he will be a blessing to all nations.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 27:30–36 Is he not rightly named Jacob? For he has cheated me these two times (v. 36). Esau refers here to the name “Jacob,” which means “to deceive/cheat” (see note on 25:26). Esau believes that Jacob has cheated him out of both his birthright (see 25:29–34) and his blessing, although Esau willingly forfeited his birthright to Jacob (see 25:33).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 27:40 you shall break his yoke from your neck. Although Jacob has been given authority over his older twin brother, Esau will eventually free himself from his brother’s control. Later, Esau’s descendants will settle outside the Promised Land, to the east of the Jordan River (see note on 32:3–5). They will eventually control Seir, which is later named “Edom.”




Esau


Esau, whose name means “hairy,” was the son of Isaac and Rebekah and the elder twin brother of Jacob. Esau was a skillful hunter and his father’s favorite son, but he brought misery upon his parents by marrying two Hittite women. Esau carelessly sold his birthright to Jacob for a bowl of stew. Jacob then tricked Isaac into giving him the blessing intended for his brother. In response, Esau tried to kill Jacob. Years later, however, Jacob and Esau were reconciled. Esau founded the nation of Edom, which became an enemy of Israel. Jacob the chosen one and Esau the one not chosen typify the age-long struggle between the people of God and their adversaries. (Genesis 27:36)





GENESIS—NOTE ON 27:41–45 I will kill my brother Jacob (v. 41). When Rebekah learns of Esau’s desire to murder Jacob, she encourages Jacob to go to her brother Laban in northwestern Mesopotamia (Haran).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 27:46 the Hittite women. Rebekah is probably referring to Esau’s wives (see 26:34–35), although she could mean Hittite women in general. She may have raised this issue with Isaac as a reason for sending Jacob away.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 28:1–2 Abraham issued similar instructions in 24:3–4. Canaanite women is a broader designation that would have included the Hittites (see note on 10:6–20).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 28:3–4 Isaac anticipates that Jacob will return to Canaan to take possession of the land divinely given to Abraham. make you fruitful and multiply you. See note on 1:28. A company of peoples echoes the idea of Abraham as the father of many nations (see 17:4–6). It is repeated in 35:11.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 28:6–9 Esau seeks to make amends for having taken Canaanite wives by marrying one of Ishmael’s daughters. However, he still retains his two Canaanite wives.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 28:10–22 The Lord uses an extraordinary dream to confirm that the divine promises to Abraham will be fulfilled through Jacob. A similar event will take place upon Jacob’s return to Canaan (32:22–32).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 28:10 Jacob sets out to travel the 550 miles (900 km) to Haran (see note on 11:31).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 28:12 ladder set up on the earth. What matters most is not the exact shape of this structure but its purpose. It provides a bridge between heaven and earth, showing that God is still committed to making the earth his dwelling place. Jesus identifies himself as the ladder linking earth and heaven (John 1:51). While human beings want to ascend to heaven (as reflected in the Tower of Babel story, Genesis 11), God is interested in making the earth his temple-city.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 28:13–15 The LORD stood above it (v. 13) could also be translated “the LORD stood beside him” (esv footnote). The Lord’s words loudly echo his promises to Abraham (12:3, 7; 13:14–16; 17:7–8; 18:18; 22:17–18) and Isaac (26:4).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 28:16–17 Believing that the LORD is in this place, Jacob describes it as the house of God. The presence of God on earth is clearly central in Jacob’s thinking.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 28:18 Jacob marks this special event at Bethel (see v. 19) by setting up a pillar and consecrating it with oil, but he does not build an altar. This indicates that he has not yet fully accepted the Lord as his God. While setting up pillars was common in Canaanite worship, Deut. 16:22 prohibits it. Years later, after his faith-transforming encounter with God at Penuel (Gen. 32:22–32), Jacob returns to Bethel to construct an altar (35:1–7).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 28:19 the name of the city was Luz at the first. The city’s name continued to be “Luz” until the Israelites occupied Canaan many centuries later (see 35:6; 48:3; Judg. 1:23). The actual location called “Bethel” by Jacob probably lay outside the city of Luz (see Josh. 16:2).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 28:20–21 If God will be with me . . . , then the LORD shall be my God. The conditional nature of Jacob’s vow reveals that he is still not fully committed to the Lord (see note on v. 18).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 28:22 I will give a full tenth to you. Centuries later, Israelite worshipers give a tenth of their income (a “tithe”) to God as an expression of their commitment to him.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 29:1–14 There are similarities between this passage and the earlier journey of Abraham’s servant to Paddan-aram to find a wife for Isaac (ch. 24). While both accounts involve providential encounters at a well, Abraham’s servant prayed for guidance, but the text says nothing about Jacob praying.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 29:1 The people of the east is an unusual way of referring to the inhabitants of Paddan-aram in northwest Mesopotamia. In Genesis, the “east” is often associated with those who are expelled or move away from God’s presence (3:23–24; 4:16; 21:14; 25:6). This brief description may indicate that Jacob’s relatives do not worship the Lord.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 29:4–6 When Jacob discovers that the shepherds are from Haran, he asks about his uncle, Laban the son of Nahor. Strictly speaking, Laban is Nahor’s grandson. The Hebrew term for “son” may indicate any male descendant.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 29:6 Providentially, Laban’s daughter Rachel is bringing her herd to the well. Rachel means “ewe,” an appropriate name for a shepherdess (v. 9).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 29:10 Jacob came near and rolled the stone from the well’s mouth. Jacob demonstrates great strength in being able to move the stone.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 29:11 Jacob kissed Rachel, probably showing family affection rather than feelings of romance (compare v. 13).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 29:18 I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel. In the ancient Near East it was customary for a prospective husband to give the bride’s father a substantial gift of money, known as the bride-price. Jacob offers to work for Laban to give the equivalent of seven years’ wages for Rachel.




Rachel


Rachel was the daughter of Laban, uncle of Jacob. She became Jacob’s wife. Since she was a shepherdess, it is fitting that Rachel’s name means “ewe.” Rachel was a beautiful woman, and the Bible says that Jacob loved her immediately. So deep was his love for her that after being deceived into marrying her older sister Leah, Jacob promised to work an additional seven years for Laban so that he could marry Rachel as well. There was constant strife between the sisters because Jacob favored Rachel, and because Rachel was envious of Leah’s ability to have children. After many years of waiting, however, Rachel gave birth to Joseph and Benjamin. Ruth 4:11 says that Rachel and Leah “together built up the house of Israel.” (Genesis 29:18, 20)





GENESIS—NOTE ON 29:22 made a feast. Feasting was an important element of ancient Near Eastern weddings.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 29:23 in the evening. It was dark or nearly dark when Leah was introduced to Jacob for the consummation of their marriage. In a world without artificial lighting, darkness can be pitch-black. Jacob did not realize that Leah was the bride. She may also have come to him wearing a veil, the sign of a betrothed woman (see 24:65).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 29:25 Only in the morning does Jacob realize he has been deceived.




FACT


Giving servants as gifts to the bride (29:24) was very common in OT times. Doing so provided the newly married woman the help she would need in running a household. Having servants also gave the wife a position of status within her community.





GENESIS—NOTE ON 29:26 to give the younger before the firstborn. Laban’s remarks are highly ironic in light of Jacob’s earlier deception of his father.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 29:27 Complete the week of this one. The wedding celebrations lasted for seven days. Laban persuades Jacob to complete this process with Leah, with the understanding that that he will then be able to marry Rachel. This would also give opportunity for Leah to conceive a child. Jacob will have to work for another seven years to pay the bride-price for Rachel.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 29:31 When the LORD saw that Leah was hated. From the beginning, Jacob had loved Rachel (v. 18). He probably found it difficult to love Leah, given the events that had brought them together. Rachel probably loathed her sister for the same reason. Yet their treatment of Leah causes the Lord to favor her with children, while Rachel is barren. As Genesis frequently shows, the Lord is ultimately the One who creates human life.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 29:32–35 Leah bears Jacob four sons. As the esv footnotes reveal, each son’s name is a wordplay on Leah’s comment after his birth.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 30:3–8 Because of her barrenness, Rachel offers Jacob her servant Bilhah as a substitute wife (v. 3). This was a common practice in ancient Near Eastern culture. Abraham and Sarah had also followed this custom (see 16:1–4). Children born to the second wife were regarded as belonging to the first wife, preserving the family line. Therefore, Rachel names the two boys born to Bilhah (30:6, 8).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 30:14–16 Leah buys from Rachel the right to lie with Jacob. Having agreed to this with her sister, she says to Jacob, I have hired you with my son’s mandrakes. The context suggests Rachel may have viewed the plant as increasing fertility.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 30:17–21 Once more (see note on 29:32–35), the names of the sons reflect events surrounding their births.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 30:22–24 God remembered Rachel. On God’s “remembering,” see note on 8:1. God has taken away my reproach. A woman’s inability to bear children could be interpreted as divine disapproval. Joseph’s name is derived from a remark made by his mother; in Hebrew Joseph sounds like the verb “add to.”

GENESIS—NOTE ON 30:25–31:18 Having completed 14 years of service to Laban, Jacob wants to return to his family in Canaan. Laban, however, is reluctant to lose Jacob’s service, which has brought him considerable wealth.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 30:27–30 Laban’s use of divination is sinful (see Deut. 18:10), even though the information obtained is accurate. the LORD has blessed me because of you. All the members of the special line descended from Abraham are portrayed as bringing God’s blessing to others. Name your wages. For 14 years Jacob has served Laban to pay the bride-price for Leah and Rachel. Having fulfilled this obligation, which has brought great financial benefit to Laban, Jacob now wants to provide for his own household.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 30:31–34 As payment for his services, Jacob asks Laban to give him livestock with distinctive markings. Then it would be obvious which animals were Jacob’s and which were Laban’s.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 30:35 Having agreed on the wages, Laban secretly removes all the animals he had promised to Jacob and gives them to his sons.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 30:37–39 To produce more speckled and spotted sheep and goats, Jacob manipulates the breeding process. Scholars differ as to how Jacob is using sticks with peeled white streaks in them to do this.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 30:41–42 Jacob ensures that the striped, speckled, and spotted sheep and goats come from the best animals in Laban’s flocks.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 30:43 Having arrived in Paddan-aram with only his staff (see 32:10), Jacob has become very rich. His possessions resemble earlier summaries of Abraham’s wealth (see 12:16; 24:35).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 31:4–13 But the God of my father has been with me (v. 5). While Laban has taken advantage of Jacob, God has consistently worked against Laban’s schemes. God of Bethel (v. 13). At Bethel, God had promised to be with Jacob (28:15). Some 20 years later, Jacob acknowledges God’s faithfulness.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 31:14–16 In their response, Rachel and Leah also contrast their father’s actions with God’s (see note on vv. 4–13). While Laban has tried to take what is theirs (vv. 14–15), God has provided for them and their children (v. 16).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 31:19–55 Fearful that Laban will prevent him from leaving Paddan-aram, Jacob escapes when his father-in-law is away shearing sheep. When Laban discovers what has happened, he pursues Jacob, catching up with him in Gilead. They eventually make a treaty that guarantees protection to both parties.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 31:19 Rachel stole her father’s household gods. Little is known about the nature of these objects. The term is often translated as “images/idols.” They may have been small figurines depicting particular gods. The narrator does not explain why Rachel took them.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 31:20 Jacob tricked Laban. Although Jacob takes only what rightly belongs to him, Laban later accuses him of having stolen everything that is now in Jacob’s possession (v. 43).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 31:21 hill country of Gilead. The region lies east of the Jordan River, several hundred miles south of Paddan-aram.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 31:22–24 Laban catches up with Jacob about 10 days after his initial departure. Jacob, with his family and livestock, has reached Gilead.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 31:26–30 the God of your father. Although Laban acknowledges that God has spoken to him (see v. 24), he refuses to acknowledge God as his own; he is the God of Isaac. To underline this point, Laban asks Jacob, why did you steal my gods?

GENESIS—NOTE ON 31:26 Rachel and Leah had willingly agreed to go with Jacob (v. 16), despite what Laban says.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 31:35 Rachel tries to prevent Laban from finding his household gods by telling him that the way of women is upon her (that is, she is menstruating).




FACT


Why was Laban so upset when his household gods were stolen? Household gods (31:30) had a more practical use than just idol worship. They served as titles of ownership to one’s property and inheritance.





GENESIS—NOTE ON 31:42 the God of Abraham and the Fear of Isaac. The term “Fear” is clearly a substitute for “God.” Possibly, since Isaac treated God with reverential fear, God could be called the “One Feared” or the “Fear” of Isaac. Another possibility is the idea that Isaac’s God caused fear in others (see, e.g., the reaction of Abimelech in 26:10–11, 28–29).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 31:43–44 In spite of Jacob’s observations, Laban claims ownership of everything that Jacob has taken. Then, possibly to save face, Laban invites Jacob to make a covenant or treaty with him on the pretext of protecting his daughters and grandchildren (see v. 50).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 31:45–46 The creation of two “witnesses” may have been intended to emphasize the seriousness of the oath. More likely, the two witnesses reflect in some way the deities Jacob and Laban worship. Jacob’s single stone (monotheism) contrasts with the heap of stones set up by Laban and his relatives (polytheism).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 31:47–49 Mizpah, meaning “watchtower,” became the name of a settlement north of the Jabbok River. It was the hometown of Jephthah (Judg. 11:11). Mizpah was also the name of an important city on the boundary between Israel and Judah, 8 miles (13 km) northwest of Jerusalem (Judges 20).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 32:1–21 After separating peacefully from Laban, Jacob prepares to meet his estranged brother Esau. Jacob is naturally hesitant about how he will be received some 20 years after fleeing from Esau in order to avoid being killed by him. Jacob’s preparations are intended to promote a peaceful reconciliation.




Jacob Returns to Canaan

c. 1976 B.C.

After acquiring wealth in Paddan-aram, Jacob returned to Canaan. He came to Mahanaim, where he sent his household ahead of him and crossed the Jabbok alone. There he wrestled with a mysterious man until morning and named the place Peniel (also called Penuel). Jacob then encountered his brother Esau, who had come from Edom to meet him. After the two were reconciled, Esau returned to Edom, while Jacob journeyed to Canaan.


[image: Jacob Returns to Canaan]






GENESIS—NOTE ON 32:1–2 The reference to the angels of God brings to mind Jacob’s dream at Bethel (28:12), the only other place in the OT where this expression is used. This is God’s camp is also an unusual phrase. Since camps were mobile, unlike houses, Jacob’s remark suggests that God has sent his angels to accompany Jacob safely back to the land of Canaan. Mahanaim means “two camps,” possibly referring to God’s camp and Jacob’s camp.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 32:3–5 Jacob sent messengers before him. The Hebrew term for “messengers” implies “angels” in v. 1. The land of Seir, the country of Edom lies east of Canaan in Transjordan. Esau was living in this area before Jacob returned. He may have already separated himself from his father Isaac, who is living at Mamre, near Hebron (see 35:27). “Seir” means “hairy” in Hebrew, and “Edom” is similar to the word for “red” (see 25:25).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 32:6 four hundred men with him. A force of this size suggests that Esau plans to attack Jacob.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 32:7–8 two camps. Jacob’s actions, while understandable, show that he is still unable to trust God fully for protection.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 32:9–13 Jacob prays, because of his fear of Esau. Because God has prospered him so greatly, Jacob is able to divide everything that he has into two camps. O LORD. This is the first time Jacob addresses God using his special name, “Yahweh” (see note on 2:4). make your offspring as the sand of the sea. Genesis does not specify when this divine promise was made to Jacob, as it was to Abraham (see 22:17).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 32:18 your servant Jacob . . . my lord Esau. Jacob’s humility is noteworthy, in light of the earlier statements about the older serving the younger (see 25:23) and about Jacob being lord over his brothers (27:29).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 32:22–32 This passage records a nighttime encounter between God and Jacob. Jacob is transformed by this extraordinary meeting, and his name is changed from “Jacob” to “Israel.”




FACT


The Jabbok River. The Hebrew word for “wrestle” is abbaq. This has led many scholars to believe that the Jabbok River (32:22) was named after Jacob’s famous wrestling match with God.





GENESIS—NOTE ON 32:22–23 ford of the Jabbok. The Jabbok River flows westward into the Jordan Valley about 24 miles (39 km) north of the Dead Sea.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 32:24 a man wrestled. By the time their contest ends, Jacob is convinced that his opponent is God himself (see v. 30). This is possible, since God had previously come to Abraham in human form (18:1–15).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 32:25 Jacob’s hip was put out of joint. Jacob’s injury shows the strength of his opponent and his own desire to win the fight.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 32:26 I will not let you go unless you bless me. Jacob is so determined to be blessed that he will not release his opponent, even when his thigh is dislocated.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 32:28 Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel. “Israel” probably means “he strives with God.” It could also mean “God strives” (see esv footnote). Jacob’s new name marks the end of a lifetime of struggling with others (see 25:22). Jacob has finally come to realize the importance of being blessed by God. The God of his father has now become his God (32:9). See Hos. 12:3–4.




Jacob


Jacob was the son of Isaac and Rebekah. His name means “he grasps the heel” or “he cheats.” Jacob used deception to receive the blessing intended for his brother Esau. He then fled to the home of his uncle Laban. When Jacob asked permission to marry Laban’s daughter Rachel, Laban agreed but then tricked him into marrying her older sister Leah instead. However, Jacob was allowed to marry Rachel as well, and he eventually became the father of 12 sons and a daughter. As he was returning to Canaan, Jacob wrestled with an angel of the Lord. During this struggle he was given a new name, Israel, which means “struggles with God.” Jacob’s 12 sons became the 12 tribes of Israel. (Genesis 32:27–28)





GENESIS—NOTE ON 32:30 Jacob called the name of the place Peniel. “Peniel” means “face of God.” Jacob’s encounter with God fills him with awe. When later Moses asks to see God’s glory, he is told, “You cannot see my face, for man shall not see me and live” (Ex. 33:20). In light of this, either Jacob’s encounter is a remarkable exception or face to face is a figure of speech for closeness to God.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 32:31 Penuel is a variant spelling of “Peniel.”

GENESIS—NOTE ON 33:1–20 Having met the Lord at Peniel, Jacob is reconciled with Esau.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 33:1–3 With Esau in sight, Jacob arranges his wives and children in order of importance, with priority being given to Rachel and Joseph.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 33:3 Jacob slowly approaches Esau, bowing himself to the ground seven times. Jacob’s actions are clearly intended to express his submission to Esau, despite the earlier divine revelation that the older would serve the younger (25:23).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 33:4 Esau ran to meet him. The unreserved manner in which Esau greets and embraces Jacob reveals that he is not angry with him.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 33:8 All this company that I met refers to the groups of animals that Jacob had sent ahead to Esau (see 32:13–21).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 33:10 For I have seen your face, which is like seeing the face of God, and you have accepted me. Jacob draws a remarkable parallel between his earlier encounter with God (32:30) and his meeting with Esau. Like God, Esau shows unmerited favor to Jacob.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 33:11 Please accept my blessing. Jacob’s blessing is his present of livestock. Previously, Jacob had taken Esau’s blessing as the firstborn. While Jacob cannot restore this to Esau, he wants to give him another blessing, which comes from God’s blessing of Jacob.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 33:12–14 While Esau wants his brother to return with him, Jacob politely refuses, using the travel-weariness of his children and livestock as an excuse. until I come to my lord in Seir. Apparently Jacob still does not fully trust Esau. He has no intention of following him to Seir (see v. 17). From where Esau and Jacob met, Seir was about 100 miles (161 km) to the south, while Succoth, on the border of Canaan, was only 4 miles (6.4 km) to the west.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 33:17–18 Succoth is in the Jordan Valley near where the Jabbok River joins the Jordan River. Shechem, about 20 miles (32 km) west of Succoth, was the first place named in connection with Abraham’s arrival in Canaan (see 12:6).




FACT


The name Succoth (33:17) means “booths.” A booth was a temporary dwelling resembling a tent or a hut. Most of the people around Succoth were nomads, and they probably lived in tents or booths.





GENESIS—NOTE ON 33:19 hundred pieces of money. The term translated as “money” is used rarely in the OT (see Josh. 24:32; Job 42:11). The precise value is uncertain.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 33:20 This is the first altar mentioned in connection with Jacob, and it signals his commitment to worship the Lord. This is seen by the name he gives the altar: El-Elohe-Israel means “God, the God of Israel.” Jacob identifies the God worshiped at this altar as the One whom he had encountered at Peniel and who had changed his name.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 34:1–31 Almost as soon as Jacob returns to Canaan, an incident threatens the future security of his family. While the rape of Dinah by Shechem is inexcusable, the retribution by Simeon and Levi far exceeds the crime. Jacob is very conscious of how their actions have endangered his entire household.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 34:1 Dinah became friends with the women of the land. The only other occurrence of this expression in Genesis is in 27:46, when Rebekah speaks against Jacob’s marrying “one of the women of the land.”

GENESIS—NOTE ON 34:2–4 Hamor the Hivite, the prince of the land, was clearly a person of some importance in Shechem. While Hamor’s son Shechem is initially attracted to Dinah by lust, he now desires to hold on to her as his wife.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 34:8–9 Although Hamor comes to speak to Jacob (v. 6), Jacob appears to be pushed aside by his sons. They are the ones who speak with Hamor and Shechem.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 34:11–12 In an attempt to win over Dinah’s family, Shechem offers a generous bride price and gift. This was a normal part of marriage arrangements in the ancient Near East.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 34:14–17 In ch. 17, circumcision is introduced as the sign of God’s covenant with Abraham. Those who are circumcised acknowledge Abraham as their father.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 34:21 These men are at peace with us. Hamor and Shechem are completely fooled by Jacob’s sons.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 34:25 two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi. Although all of Jacob’s sons were involved in the deception, only Simeon and Levi are involved in slaughtering all the males. This explains why both brothers are later passed over in favor of their younger brother Judah (49:5–7).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 35:1–29 Jacob moves by stages from Shechem to Bethel, eventually coming to Hebron, where his father Isaac is still alive. Transformed by the experiences of Bethel and Peniel, Jacob is now ready to assume his role as the one through whom God’s promises to Abraham will be continued.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 35:1 Jacob had only set up a pillar at Bethel when God appeared to him (28:18). By returning to Bethel and building an altar there, Jacob acknowledges that God has been faithful to him (see 28:20–22).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 35:2–3 Jacob prepares his household for entering God’s presence: Bethel is the “house of God.” They must rid themselves of foreign gods, as emphasized in the first of the Ten Commandments (Ex. 20:3). Rachel’s theft of her father’s household gods suggests that polytheistic beliefs existed within Jacob’s household. These must be abandoned. Jacob’s household must purify themselves (Gen. 35:2). This may explain Jacob’s final instruction to change garments (v. 2; see Ex. 19:10).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 35:4 It is not clear whether the rings that were in their ears were worn by the people or by the foreign gods. Some ancient Near Eastern evidence indicates that idols could have earrings. Jacob probably buried these cultic objects.




FACT


Terebinths are huge, spreading trees that grow to a height of 20–26 feet (6–8 m). They have reddish-green leaves and red berries that grow in clusters. A perfumed, oily resin flows out of the bark when it is cut. Terebinths grow in hot, dry places, and were thus a source of welcome shade to the people of the Bible (35:4; Hos. 4:13).





GENESIS—NOTE ON 35:5 a terror from God. While the nature of this terror is unknown, other passages in Genesis record how the fear of God is used to protect the patriarchs (e.g., 20:8; 26:28–29). Jacob’s fears (34:30) are answered by God’s protection, in spite of Simeon and Levi’s excessive revenge (34:25).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 35:6 Luz (that is, Bethel). See note on 28:19.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 35:8 Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, was mentioned in 24:59, though not by name. Deborah’s presence with Jacob may suggest that Rebekah had sent her to him in connection with her promise to bring Jacob back home (27:45).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 35:9 blessed him. This not only confirms the blessing of 32:29 but also makes Jacob equal to Abraham and Isaac (see 24:1; 25:11).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 35:10 On the change of Jacob’s name to Israel, see note on 32:28.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 35:11–12 God’s second statement emphasizes that Jacob is now heir to the divine promises given to Abraham and Isaac. kings shall come from your own body. The promise of royal descendants is first given to Abraham in 17:6. This theme will reappear in Joseph’s dreams (37:6–10), showing that the ultimate fulfillment of the promise will come through Jacob’s descendants. The land that I gave. The divine promise of the land is renewed to include Jacob and his descendants.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 35:14–15 pillar. See note on 28:18. drink offering. This is the only mention in Genesis of such an offering. Later references suggest that wine was used (e.g., Num. 15:1–10).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 35:16–20 Rachel dies while giving birth. The name that Rachel gives her newborn son, Ben-oni, is potentially ambiguous (see esv footnote). Jacob changes the name to make its meaning certain. Benjamin means “son of my right hand.”

GENESIS—NOTE ON 35:18 her soul was departing. This is one place in the OT where the Hebrew word translated “soul” refers to what gives life to the body.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 35:22–23 Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his father’s concubine. While Reuben’s action may have been prompted by lust, it challenged Jacob’s position as head of the household. Jacob later denies Reuben the inheritance due him as the firstborn (49:3–4).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 35:26 These were the sons of Jacob who were born to him in Paddan-aram. Strictly speaking (see vv. 16–20), Benjamin was not born in Paddan-aram, but this is a general summary statement.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 35:27 Mamre, or Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron). See notes on 13:18; 23:2.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 35:28–29 In spite of hinting that he would soon die in 27:1–2, Isaac has remained alive during Jacob’s 20 years of exile in Paddan-aram.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 36:1–8 These verses explain the summary description of Esau that comes in v. 9. These events occurred during Esau’s time in Canaan, when five sons and some daughters were born to him. Esau then relocated in the hill country of Seir.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 36:1 These are the generations of. See note on 2:4. Esau (that is, Edom). On the origin of the name “Edom,” see note on 25:30.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 36:12 concubine. See note on 25:5–6.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 36:20–30 This section lists five chiefs associated with the Horites, the original inhabitants of Seir. Eventually, Esau’s descendants assume control of Seir, renaming it “Edom.”

GENESIS—NOTE ON 37:1 Whereas Esau’s descendants dwell in Seir (alongside the Horites), Jacob settles in Canaan (like his father Isaac).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 37:2–50:26 Jacob’s Descendants. The last main section of Genesis further develops the theme of a royal line descended from Abraham. As governor of Egypt, Joseph brings divine blessing to many people. Genesis, however, looks forward to a time when the leadership of Israel will pass from the tribe of Joseph’s son Ephraim to the tribe of Judah (see Ps. 78:67–68). This story would have shown its first readers how they came to be in Egypt, namely, through God’s mysterious use of both evil and noble deeds to bring about his purpose (see Gen. 50:20).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 37:2–36 Joseph is the second youngest son of Jacob, but his father gives him privileges normally given to the firstborn. Joseph’s dreams further antagonize his older brothers, who cannot accept that he will someday reign over them.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 37:2 These are the generations of. See note on 2:4. Joseph brought a bad report of them. Joseph’s action brings him into conflict with his brothers.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 37:3 the son of his old age. Since Benjamin, not Joseph, was actually the last son born to Jacob, the unusual Hebrew expression “son of old age” could mean either (1) someone who displays exceptional maturity while still young or perhaps (2) the son closest to Jacob in his old age. robe of many colors. The actual design of the cloak is uncertain.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 37:5 Joseph had a dream. In Genesis, dreams are normally associated with divine revelations (see 20:3; 28:12; 31:10–11; 40:5–8; 41:1).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 37:8 Joseph’s brothers understand Joseph’s first dream to mean that he will reign over them.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 37:9–11 The second dream reinforces the expectation that Joseph will have authority over the rest of his family. Shall I and your mother. When Joseph had this dream, his mother Rachel was probably dead (see 35:16–19); “your mother” refers to Leah.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 37:12–14 Shechem. See note on 33:17–18.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 37:15–17 Since his brothers have moved farther north, Joseph travels from Shechem to Dothan, a journey of about 16 to 20 miles (26 to 32 km), to find them.




FACT


A long walk! Jacob sent Joseph to see how his brothers were doing, as they tended their sheep (37:14). Joseph headed northward, probably walking, and didn’t find his brothers until he came to Dothan (v. 17). The journey would have been more than 50 miles (80 km)!





GENESIS—NOTE ON 37:18–20 this dreamer. The brothers’ comment is full of sarcasm. The expression implies “master/owner of the dreams.”

GENESIS—NOTE ON 37:21–22 As the oldest, Reuben convinces his brothers not to kill Joseph. Reuben plans to rescue Joseph later and restore him to his father.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 37:25 caravan of Ishmaelites. These traders come from the Sinai Peninsula. Although initially identified as Ishmaelites (a broad category covering various people groups), in vv. 28 and 36 they are specifically called Midianites. coming from Gilead. See note on 31:21. camels. See note on 12:16.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 37:26–27 Judah said to his brothers. Although Judah shows compassion by not wanting to kill Joseph, he may have seen an opportunity to profit from selling his brother.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 37:29–30 tore his clothes. A visible sign of intense anguish and pain. where shall I go? Reuben’s grief might not be about the loss of Joseph but about how upset his father will be with Reuben when he learns that Joseph is gone (see note on vv. 21–22).




FACT


A costly demonstration of grief. The Hebrew custom of tearing one’s garments (37:29, 34) was an expression of grief, often after learning of the death of a loved one. It would surely have had great significance in a day when most people owned very few items of clothing.





GENESIS—NOTE ON 37:34 put sackcloth on his loins. A common mourning custom.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 37:35 I shall go down to Sheol. Jacob believes that his grief will continue through the afterlife. “Sheol” is the proper name for the place where people go after death, though specific knowledge about the afterlife was lacking at this time.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 38:1–30 The shocking account of Judah’s relationship with Tamar, which interrupts the story of Joseph in Egypt, fulfills an important role in Genesis by providing a record of Judah’s family line. The chapter concludes with a birth account in which a firstborn twin is pushed aside by his younger brother, Perez. The royal line of David—and therefore of Jesus Christ—will come from Perez. Although this chapter shows Judah at his worst, it also provides the background for the remarkable transformation in his life seen later in Genesis.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 38:1–2 A sense of danger is suggested through Judah’s separation from the rest of his family, his friendship with Hirah (a native of the Canaanite city of Adullam), and his marriage to a Canaanite woman. In Genesis, marriages to Canaanites are never viewed in a positive light (see 24:3; 26:34–35; 28:1).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 38:6–7 The nature of Er’s wickedness is unknown. No information on Tamar’s background is provided, although it is likely that she was a Canaanite.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 38:8 Judah instructs his second son Onan to fulfill the custom of “levirate marriage,” which required a brother to marry his brother’s childless widow and give her children. See Deut. 25:5–10. It plays an important role in the book of Ruth (Ruth 1:11–13; 4:1–12). Judah is eager that Tamar should have a son to continue the firstborn line of Er.




FACT


Levirate marriage is the practice of a man marrying the widow of his deceased brother, if she had no children (38:8). A child of this second marriage would provide security for the widow and would carry on the name of the deceased brother.





GENESIS—NOTE ON 38:9 Onan knew that the offspring would not be his. While publicly Onan appears to fulfill his father’s request, in private he refuses to father a child on behalf of Er. he would waste the semen on the ground. Onan avoided impregnating Tamar. He probably selfishly feared that a son born to Tamar would reduce the importance of his own family line and his share of Judah’s inheritance.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 38:11 Judah protects his remaining son, Shelah, by sending Tamar back to her own family. He implies that one day she will marry Shelah. He treats Tamar as if she were dangerous, while it was actually the sons’ evil actions that brought about their deaths.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 38:12 Sometime later Judah becomes a widower. After a period of mourning he travels to Timnah. Two locations are known by this name, but this one is probably in the southern hill country of Judah (see Josh. 15:57).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 38:13–14 Having waited for Judah to fulfill his promise regarding Shelah (v. 11), Tamar decides to take action. She puts off her widow’s garments and covers herself with a veil, possibly intending to remind Judah that she is promised to Shelah. She goes to the entrance to Enaim, hoping to meet her father-in-law.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 38:15 When Judah sees Tamar, he assumes that she is a prostitute, for she had covered her face. Since engaged women also wore veils, Judah’s belief that Tamar is a prostitute would not have been simply based on her covered face. Her being alone by the roadside possibly contributed to his assumption (Jer. 3:2 links “waysides” with prostitution).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 38:16–18 Tamar’s request, What will you give me . . . ? recalls Judah’s refusal to give her Shelah.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 38:21 Ironically, Hirah’s description of Tamar as a cult prostitute introduces into the account a religious dimension linked to fertility rituals. The term used by Hirah is rarely used in the OT (see Deut. 23:17; Hos. 4:14).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 38:24–26 When Judah discovers that he was responsible for Tamar’s pregnancy, he acknowledges her righteousness in contrast to his own failure. This marks an important turning point for Judah.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 38:27–30 With its focus on the identity of the firstborn, this birth account suggests that something significant will happen among the descendants of Perez.




Egypt at the Time of Joseph

c. 1900 B.C.

Joseph arrived in Egypt during the reign of the Twelfth Dynasty, arguably the zenith of Egypt’s power. Shortly before this era, Upper and Lower Egypt had been unified under one ruler, and now Egyptian influence expanded south and east. The regular flooding of the Nile River provided a relatively stable supply of food and offered some degree of protection from the famines suffered by other lands of the ancient Near East.


[image: Egypt at the Time of Joseph]






GENESIS—NOTE ON 39:1–23 In Egypt, Joseph maintains his integrity by refusing to lie with Potiphar’s wife, which results in his being wrongfully imprisoned.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 39:1 This verse, which echoes 37:36, reintroduces Joseph as the main character of the story that follows.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 39:2–5 The LORD was with Joseph. Joseph’s life in Egypt is governed by God’s providential care (see 50:20). God’s blessing will come through Joseph (compare 12:3; 18:18; 22:17; 30:27).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 39:6–9 Handsome in form and appearance echoes 29:17, which describes Joseph’s mother Rachel. Joseph recognizes that to give in to Potiphar’s wife would be an offense against his master and against God (see Ps. 51:4).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 39:13–15 Concerning the term “Hebrew,” see note on 10:21–32.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 39:20 Joseph’s imprisonment where the king’s prisoners were confined will prove significant for future developments.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 40:1–41:57 Some time after Joseph was imprisoned (ch. 39), two royal attendants are imprisoned for offending Pharaoh. With God’s help, Joseph interprets their dreams. This prepares the way for Joseph to be later summoned from prison to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams.




FACT


Cupbearers (40:1) were high-ranking officials who served the kings of the ancient Near East. Their job was dangerous: before bringing any drink to the king, they tasted it to make sure that it had not been poisoned.





GENESIS—NOTE ON 40:1 committed an offense against. In 39:9 the same Hebrew verb is translated “sin against.” The cupbearer and baker have sinned against their lord, who enjoyed divine status as king of Egypt. The repetition of the rarely used expression “king of Egypt” emphasizes the seriousness of their offense. The cupbearer and baker provided the king with drink and food. They had unique access to him and were trusted to keep him from being poisoned.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 40:2–3 captain of the guard. This same title is given to Potiphar (37:36; 39:1). Since Potiphar’s name is not used in this context, however, the captain is probably another person.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 40:4 In prison, Joseph served a captain of the guard and managed the affairs of his house.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 40:5–8 In the ancient Near East, dreams were often viewed as a medium of divine revelation.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 40:14–15 remember me. See note on v. 23. that they should put me into the pit. While Joseph’s remark relates to Egypt, his mention of “the pit” recalls what his brothers did to him in Canaan (see 37:18–28).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 40:18–19 In three days Pharaoh will lift up your head—from you! The baker’s corpse was to be hung on a tree and possibly decapitated.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 40:20–22 Pharaoh’s birthday may refer to his actual birthday or to the anniversary of his becoming ruler, when pardons were more often granted. As Joseph said, the heads of both men are lifted up.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 40:23 the chief cupbearer did not remember Joseph. The reader knows that God will “remember” Joseph, as he does other people (8:1; 19:29; 30:22).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 41:1 After two whole years. These events take place two years after the chief cupbearer has been released from prison. Joseph is now 30 years old (see v. 46) and has been in Egypt for about 12 or 13 years (see 37:2).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 41:8 the magicians of Egypt. These were probably cultic officials who interpreted omens and signs, not illusionists who performed to entertain.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 41:12 A young Hebrew emphasizes that Joseph is not Egyptian.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 41:14 Social customs required that Joseph be shaved and clothed before entering Pharaoh’s presence. Out of the pit shows what it was like for Joseph to be in prison.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 41:15–16 God, not Joseph, will answer Pharaoh’s request (see 40:8).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 41:17–24 Pharaoh’s repetition of vv. 1–8 shows the importance of the dreams.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 41:25–36 Stressing that the dreams come from God, Joseph says that the similar content of the dreams means they will be fulfilled soon. Joseph’s detailed instructions impress Pharaoh.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 41:38 the Spirit of God. While Pharaoh undoubtedly interpreted this according to his own religious outlook, on various occasions God empowered people for special service by giving them his Spirit (see, e.g., Ex. 31:3; Judg. 3:10).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 41:40–41 Joseph is appointed to govern all the people of Egypt, second only to Pharaoh himself.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 41:42–43 To show Joseph’s special status, Pharaoh gives him his royal signet ring, dresses him appropriately, and provides royal transport.




FACT


Signets were seals that bore a unique mark representing their owner. Some signets were worn around the neck; others were worn as rings (41:42). The signet was pressed into soft clay to leave an impression of its mark. Signet impressions were used to certify important documents.





GENESIS—NOTE ON 41:45 called Joseph’s name Zaphenath-paneah. Joseph is fully integrated into the royal court when Pharaoh gives him an Egyptian name and a wife. Marrying into a prominent priestly family gives Joseph additional acceptance.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 41:50–52 The name Manasseh sounds like the Hebrew word for “forget,” suggesting that things have moved on for Joseph. Ironically, however, the name also reminds him of his father’s household. Ephraim, which means “twice fruitful,” recalls the theme of being fruitful (see note on 1:28).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 41:54–57 As predicted in Pharaoh’s dreams, the seven years of plenty are followed by a famine that extends well beyond Egypt. Joseph’s preparations ensure that food is available for the Egyptians and all the earth (v. 57; that is, all the eastern Mediterranean region; see note on 6:17).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 42:1–38 Shortage of food in Canaan forces Jacob to send his sons to Egypt, but Benjamin, Joseph’s younger brother, remains at home, for Jacob fears losing him, too. When Joseph encounters his brothers again, he deliberately conceals his identity. After accusing them of being spies, he holds Simeon hostage, sending the others back to Canaan on the understanding that they will return with Benjamin. Naturally, Jacob is very reluctant to permit this.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 42:6–9 About 20 years have passed since his brothers last saw Joseph. While Joseph recognizes them, they do not know who he is. bowed themselves before him. Joseph interprets the brothers’ action as fulfilling his earlier dreams (37:5–11). Speaking through an interpreter and without disclosing his true identity, Joseph accuses his brothers of being spies. the nakedness of the land. A figure of speech referring to locations where Egypt would be most vulnerable to attack.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 42:10–17 this day with our father (v. 13). Seizing on this reference to Benjamin, Joseph demands that the brothers prove their trustworthiness by sending for him (v. 16). Then, to show his power, Joseph has them placed in custody for three days (v. 17).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 42:36–38 Reuben’s response (v. 37) does little to reassure his father. Jacob is unlikely to entrust Benjamin to someone who cares so little for the lives of his own sons.




FACT


Money in the form of coins did not come into use until around the sixth century B.C. In Joseph’s time, in the nineteenth century B.C., items such as spices, gems, or precious metals were used as money. 





GENESIS—NOTE ON 42:38 Sheol. See note on 37:35.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 43:1–34 The ongoing famine eventually forces Jacob to send his sons back to Egypt with Benjamin. When the brothers return, they are unexpectedly invited to dine at Joseph’s house.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 43:1–10 Judah tries to persuade his father in a different way (see 42:37). First, he repeats what the man said, emphasizing that Joseph will not see them unless their brother is with them (43:3–5). Second, Judah offers himself as a pledge for the safety of Benjamin (v. 9).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 43:30–31 his compassion grew warm for his brother. Seeing Benjamin for the first time in 20 years, Joseph leaves the room so he can weep.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 43:32 by himself. Joseph eats apart from his brothers to keep up his disguise since it was an abomination to the Egyptians to eat with these foreigners, the Hebrews.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 44:1–34 Still disguising his true identity from his brothers, Joseph sends them away after the meal. But he gives instructions that his silver cup should be placed in the sack of Benjamin in order to accuse him of theft. Later, when the cup is found in Benjamin’s sack, the brothers are forced to return and face Joseph once more. When Joseph threatens to hold on to Benjamin, Judah pleads that he should become Joseph’s slave in place of Benjamin.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 44:3–5 my lord . . . practices divination. Since the steward’s remarks are in the context of deliberate deception, it is impossible to know whether he was saying that Joseph actually practiced divination. However, Joseph clearly intends that his brothers believe that he has supernatural powers (see v. 15).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 44:11–13 they tore their clothes. See 37:29.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 44:14–17 Do you not know that a man like me can indeed practice divination? Building on what his steward had said earlier (see v. 5), Joseph pretends he is able to discover secrets, and Judah apparently believes him: God has found out the guilt of your servants. Judah probably has in mind the brothers’ treatment of Joseph, for he knows that they are innocent of taking the silver cup.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 44:18 Judah wants to speak to Joseph in private to ask him for an important favor.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 44:29 Sheol. See note on 37:35.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 44:30–34 please let your servant remain instead of the boy. Judah’s selfless attitude is very different from his previous behavior (see 37:26–27). Before, Judah cared little about the impact that Joseph’s absence would have on his father.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 45:1–28 Moved by Judah’s speech, Joseph is unable to restrain his emotions. He reveals his true identity to his amazed brothers. In a long speech he attempts to lessen their sense of guilt by stressing God’s role in sending him to Egypt in order to preserve the lives of his family. With the famine set to continue for another five years, Joseph sends his brothers back to Canaan in order to bring the rest of his family to Egypt. The narrator makes no comment on whether Joseph’s deception of his brothers was right. The emphasis is on the consequences: the brothers acknowledged their guilt for what they did to Joseph, and they were concerned for their father and their youngest brother. This allowed for forgiveness between Joseph and his brothers.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 45:8 Joseph probably calls himself a father to Pharaoh to express his commitment to Pharaoh’s well-being.




FACT


Joseph’s words “God sent me” reveal his faith in the providence of God who used his brothers’ evil act for great good—the preservation of Joseph and all his family (45:7). That same preserving providence of God is at work today all around the world to govern the lives of God’s people. 





GENESIS—NOTE ON 45:10 The precise location of the land of Goshen is not known. It was probably a region in the eastern delta of the Nile, in the area of the Wadi Tumilat. Joseph chooses Goshen because it was good land for herdsmen and it was close to him. It was far enough away from Egypt, though, that the family would keep their ethnic and religious distinctiveness.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 46:1–27 Jacob brings his family to Egypt. Verses 1–7 describe the journey to Egypt. Verses 8–27 list the people who made the journey.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 46:1 Jacob travels south to Beersheba, where his father Isaac (see 26:23–33) and grandfather Abraham (21:22–34) lived for a time. For more on Beersheba, see note on 21:31.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 46:2–4 Before Jacob leaves for Egypt, God speaks to him in a vision at night (v. 2). Previously, God had forbidden Isaac to go to Egypt during a famine (26:1–5). I will also bring you up again is both a promise of the exodus from Egypt (like 15:13–16) and a reassurance that Jacob himself will be buried in the Promised Land.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 46:5–7 Jacob took everything he owned and his entire family with him to Egypt.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 46:8–15 Although Reuben (v. 8) was the first son born to Jacob, his official status as firstborn was transferred to Joseph (see 1 Chron. 5:1–2). his sons and his daughters numbered thirty-three. The reference to daughters here is puzzling, since only one daughter, Dinah, is mentioned in the preceding list. These verses actually list 34 people associated with Leah (Gen. 46:15). The total of 33 probably represents some other method of counting.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 46:20 On Joseph’s wife and sons, see notes on 41:45; 41:50–52.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 46:26–27 The relationship between the numbers sixty-six and seventy presents a difficulty. The four totals linked to Jacob’s wives in vv. 8–25 add up to 70, which is the figure recorded in v. 27 (compare Deut. 10:22). Yet Gen. 46:26 mentions 66 persons as belonging to Jacob, excluding his sons’ wives. The numbers should be treated with caution. The Septuagint adjusts the number of Joseph’s sons from two to nine and totals the number of Jacob’s descendants in Egypt as 75, not 70 (see Acts 7:14 and note). Perhaps 70 is a round number, expressing the idea that all Israel went down to Egypt.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 46:31–34 Joseph prepares his brothers for a possible meeting with Pharaoh. To guarantee that they will be given the land of Goshen, he tells them to say they are keepers of livestock (which would include cattle and sheep) and that this is their traditional occupation. every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians (v. 34). The reason for the Egyptians’ dislike of shepherds is unknown.




FACT


The Land of Goshen probably covered a small area. But it was very fertile and was a good place to raise sheep and cattle (46:28–34).





GENESIS—NOTE ON 47:1–6 Joseph introduces five of his brothers to Pharaoh, mentioning that his family is now in the land of Goshen.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 47:7–10 Joseph introduces his father Jacob to Pharaoh. Jacob blessed Pharaoh (vv. 7, 10). This could have been simply words of greeting and farewell. But it fits with the pattern of Abraham and his descendants mediating God’s blessing to others (12:3). How many are the days of the years of your life? Pharaoh’s question may have been motivated by the belief that a long life was a sign of divine favor. Few and evil have been . . . the years of my life. Perhaps Jacob is referring to events such as his treatment of Esau or his sons’ deceiving him about Joseph. While Jacob is now 130 years old, Abraham and Isaac lived to be 175 and 180, respectively. The Hebrew term translated sojourning implies that Jacob and his fathers had no permanent home and perhaps anticipated something better to come. Compare Heb. 11:10.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 47:11–12 Joseph assigns land to his family in the land of Rameses. Previously, the name “land of Goshen” has been used for the territory where they were to live (e.g., 45:10; 46:28). The name “Rameses” is most often associated with the great thirteenth-century-B.C. Egyptian king Rameses II. While it is possible that the actual name “Rameses” goes back to the time of Joseph, this may be an example of a later term being substituted for an earlier name (see note on 14:13–16).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 47:13–14 The famine is so severe that the Egyptians eventually run out of money to buy grain.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 47:15–17 When all their money is gone, the Egyptians appeal to Joseph for help. He responds by offering to buy their livestock. This sustains the Egyptians for another year.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 47:18–25 With no money and no livestock, the Egyptians sell their land and even themselves, as debt-slaves, to Pharaoh. They also ask for seed to grow for the future. Joseph willingly grants these requests. The people’s response (You have saved our lives; v. 25) shows that they have a positive opinion of Joseph. Joseph provides seed on the understanding that they may keep for themselves four fifths of the harvest (v. 24). While Pharaoh’s share of one fifth may seem excessive, this must be viewed in light of the people’s having no other means of sustaining themselves. A less kind ruler might have kept even more for himself.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 47:27–31 While the Egyptians struggle to survive during the famine, Jacob’s family grows and prospers. The idea of being fruitful and multiplying first appears in 1:22, 28 and is repeated throughout Genesis (see 9:1, 7; 17:20; 28:3; 35:11; 48:4). Jacob asks to be buried in Canaan, for he knows that the family’s future lies there.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 47:28–31 Jacob’s approaching death, at age 147, dominates the final chapters of Genesis. put your hand under my thigh. See note on 24:9. bowed himself upon the head of his bed. Jacob bows—possibly in worship, or perhaps in gratitude to Joseph (which would fulfill Joseph’s dream; 37:9–11), or because of his frailty. Quoting from the Septuagint, Heb. 11:21 says that Jacob bowed over “the head of his staff.”

GENESIS—NOTE ON 48:1–49:28 When Jacob is very old and close to death, he pronounces a variety of blessings on his sons. He first blesses Joseph’s two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim (ch. 48), and then all his own sons (49:1–28).




FACT


“Do not bury me in Egypt.” Once a family burial plot had been established, it was customary for future generations to be buried there as well (47:29‑30). This helped to tie the family closer together and also to secure their property rights.





GENESIS—NOTE ON 48:3–7 Jacob refers to the appearance of God at Bethel, recalling God’s promises there (see 28:13–15). He elevates his grandsons Ephraim and Manasseh to the status of full sons, on par with Reuben and Simeon (48:5). Later, this will result in Joseph’s descendants being viewed as two separate tribes. When the land in Canaan is assigned (Joshua 13–21), Joseph’s descendants receive one-sixth of the territory. This double portion confirms that Joseph was designated “firstborn” in place of Reuben (see 1 Chron. 5:1–2; and note on Gen. 35:22–23). By naming Ephraim before Manasseh (compare 48:1), Jacob anticipates what will happen in vv. 13–19.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 48:8–10 With his eyesight failing, Jacob finds it difficult to identify Joseph’s two sons.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 48:13–20 By placing his right hand on the head of Ephraim (v. 13), Jacob gives him priority over his older brother Manasseh (see 41:51–52). Joseph protests, thinking his father has mistakenly placed his right hand on the wrong head (48:17–18). Jacob insists that Ephraim should be blessed as the firstborn, meaning that the special family line traced throughout Genesis will continue through Ephraim’s descendants. The Ephraimites will become one of the leading tribes, with Joshua guiding the people into the Promised Land. But God will later reject the Ephraimites in favor of Judah (see Ps. 78:67–71).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 48:21–22 Jacob anticipates that, after his death, his family will return to Canaan. He gives Joseph one mountain slope that he took from the Amorites, possibly referring to 34:25–29 (see 33:18–19; Josh. 24:32).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 49:1–2 After blessing Joseph and his two sons, Jacob summons all his other sons together to tell them what will happen in the days to come (or “in the latter days”; see note on Isa. 2:2).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 49:3–4 Reuben’s special standing as the firstborn is taken away because of his shocking behavior with Jacob’s concubine, Bilhah (35:22–23).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 49:5–7 Jacob’s statement regarding Simeon and Levi centers on their violent behavior (see ch. 34). Their descendants will be scattered throughout the other tribes (49:7). This will prevent them from bringing destruction on the whole nation. Fulfilling this prophecy, the Levites, as the priestly tribe, receive 48 cities distributed throughout the other tribes (Num. 18:23–24; 35:1–8; Josh. 21:1–45) and the Simeonites are assigned land within the territory of Judah (Josh. 19:1–9).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 49:8–12 As with the other blessings, Jacob sees the descendants of Judah in the light of Judah’s own personal qualities. The nations will bring “tribute” (money or other gifts) and pledge their obedience to one of his descendants. Jacob thus predicts the great empire of David, and the greater kingdom of Jesus Christ, the second David. Abraham’s blessing will come to the Gentiles as Christ includes them in his kingdom. To emphasize Judah’s future royal status, he is compared to a lion, and one of his descendants will hold a scepter and a ruler’s staff. If the phrase until tribute comes to him is taken to mean “until Shiloh comes” (see esv footnote), then it could refer to the departure of the ark of the covenant from Shiloh, when the tribe of Judah (in the person of David) replaced the tribe of Ephraim as Israel’s leading tribe (see Ps. 78:59–72, which summarizes the events in 1–2 Samuel). The royal line of Judah culminates with Jesus Christ (Matt. 1:1–16).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 49:13 Zebulun is listed here before Issachar, although Issachar was born before Zebulun (30:17–20). at the shore of the sea. Since Zebulun’s territory did not actually extend to the Mediterranean Sea (see Josh. 19:10–16), Jacob’s remarks are difficult to interpret. haven for ships. Major trading routes from the coast, which lay about 10 miles (16 km) to the west, ran through the region of Zebulun, and Zebulunites were involved in the coastal commerce of exporting and importing. And, if “Sidon” refers to Phoenicia in general, then the statement that his border shall be at Sidon is appropriate.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 49:14–15 Although Jacob’s blessing of Issachar emphasizes the strength of his descendants, it also indicates that like a donkey they will be forced to work for others.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 49:16–18 Jacob sees in Dan and his descendants both positive and negative qualities. Their snakelike behavior is later seen in their assault on the unsuspecting inhabitants of Laish (Judges 18). Dan shall judge. The name “Dan” is a play on the Hebrew word “judge” (see Gen. 30:6). I wait for your salvation, O LORD. Jacob’s pronouncements are interrupted here by a brief prayer that shows his concern for his descendants. Without divine help they will not survive.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 49:19 The descendants of Gad will become skillful warriors to defend their land, in the region of Gilead east of the Jordan River.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 49:20 Asher’s descendants will enjoy success. Their territory along the coastal plain of Acco will provide fertile land and harbors for trade.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 49:21 Compared to a graceful doe, the tribe of Naphtali will flourish amid the rich natural resources of upper Galilee.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 49:22–26 Jacob reserves his longest blessing for Joseph, confirming his special standing. The references to God (using a variety of divine titles), along with the emphasis on blessing, give this pronouncement an added dimension. Joseph has survived, sustained by the Mighty One of Jacob. Jacob prays that Joseph’s descendants will experience blessings that exceed those given to Abraham and Isaac.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 49:27 Using the image of a wolf, Jacob reveals that the descendants of Benjamin will be aggressive warriors (e.g., 1 Chron. 8:40; 12:2).

GENESIS—NOTE ON 49:29–50:14 Jacob’s desire to be buried in Hebron shows his belief that, as God has promised, the future for his descendants will be in Canaan rather than in Egypt.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 49:29–33 In his final instruction to his sons, Jacob asks to be buried with his fathers in the cave Abraham purchased from Ephron the Hittite (see ch. 23). The burials of Abraham and Isaac are recounted in 25:8–10 and 35:27–29. While Jacob says that Rebekah and Leah were also buried at Machpelah (49:30), this information is not recorded elsewhere in Genesis. was gathered to his people. This phrase, commonly used in connection with dying, seems to reflect a belief in being reunited with others in the afterlife.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 50:1–3 Jacob’s body was embalmed so that it could be transported to Hebron. The seventy days of mourning reflects Egyptian royal practice. Jacob is being shown great honor.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 50:7–9 Probably because Joseph was highly respected, the funeral procession includes a large number of prominent Egyptian officials and public figures.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 50:10–11 Coming to the threshing floor of Atad, the funeral procession halts to mourn for seven days. The expression beyond the Jordan could place Atad in either Canaan or Transjordan.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 50:12–14 These verses confirm that Jacob’s request (49:29–32) was carried out.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 50:15–17 Afraid to address Joseph face-to-face, the brothers send a message confessing their guilt and seeking his forgiveness.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 50:18–21 Probably encouraged by news of Joseph’s kind response to their message, the brothers came and fell down before him. Once again, their bowing and their words, Behold, we are your servants, fulfill Joseph’s dreams (37:5–10). Echoing what he had already said (see 45:5–9), Joseph stresses that God transformed their evil into good. Many people have been kept alive as a result. The principle that God ultimately overrules human sin for his glory and the good of mankind is important in Scripture (Acts 3:13–26; Rom. 8:28). Joseph’s gracious, forgiving attitude unites the family.

GENESIS—NOTE ON 50:22–23 Joseph lives long enough to see the grandchildren or great-grandchildren of Ephraim. The precise meaning of third generation is unclear.




FACT


God’s providence. When Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery, the outcome could have been tragic. But God in his providence brought good out of their evil actions (50:20). This was a foreshadowing of God’s bringing the ultimate good—eternal salvation for anyone who will receive it, whatever their ethnic or cultural background—out of the wicked actions of the men who crucified Jesus (Acts 2:22–24).






Joseph


Joseph was the son of Jacob and his favored wife Rachel. Jacob therefore showed favoritism toward Joseph, which made his brothers despise him. Out of jealousy, they sold him into slavery. Joseph was taken to Egypt, where he was purchased by a royal official. Joseph was imprisoned on false charges but was released after interpreting the dreams of Pharaoh. Because the dreams had predicted seven years of famine, Pharaoh put Joseph in charge of preparing for the famine. During the famine Joseph’s family unknowingly came to him for help, and Joseph forgave his brothers and rescued his family. Through Joseph, God used evil to work out his good purposes, foreshadowing the time when he would bring the supreme good of eternal salvation out of the wicked actions of those who crucified Jesus. (Genesis 50:19–20)





GENESIS—NOTE ON 50:24–26 With death near, Joseph makes arrangements for his bones to be taken to Canaan. Later, Moses fulfills this instruction (Ex. 13:19), and Joseph’s remains are eventually buried at Shechem (Josh. 24:32).
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Author and Date

Exodus (meaning exit) is best understood to have been written primarily by Moses, like the rest of the Pentateuch, though some details (such as the narrative of his death in Deuteronomy 34) were clearly added at a later time. It also appears that some language and references were updated for later readers. There is no consensus among scholars as to the date when the events of the exodus took place. A common view is that the exodus occurred in c. 1446 B.C. This is based on the calculation of 480 years from Israel’s departure from Egypt to the fourth year of Solomon’s reign (c. 966 B.C.; see 1 Kings 6:1). However, because Exodus 1:11 depicts Israel working on a city called Raamses, some scholars believe that this would suggest that the exodus occurred during the reign of Raamses II in Egypt (c. 1279–1213 B.C.), possibly around 1260 B.C. (see note on 1 Kings 6:1).

Theme

The overarching theme of Exodus is the fulfillment of God’s promises to the patriarchs. The success of the exodus must be credited to the power and purpose of God, who remembers his promises, punishes sin, and forgives the repentant. The book highlights Moses’ faithfulness and prayerfulness.

Key Themes


	Covenant promises. The events and instructions in Exodus are described as the Lord remembering his covenant promises to Abraham (2:24; 3:6, 14–17; 6:2–8). The promises extend to both Abraham’s descendants and all the nations of the world (Gen. 12:1–3). They include land (which Israel will inhabit), numerous offspring (which will secure their ongoing identity), and blessing (God cares for them and other nations). The fulfillment of these promises is rooted in Israel’s covenant relationship with the Lord (Gen. 17:7–8).

	Covenant mediator. Moses mediates between the Lord and his people. Through Moses the Lord reveals his purposes to Israel and sustains the covenant relationship.

	Covenant presence. God’s presence with his people is highlighted throughout the book of Exodus.



Outline

	Exodus of Israel from Egypt (1:1–18:27)
	Setting: Israel in Egypt (1:1–2:25)

	Call of Moses (3:1–4:31)

	Moses and Aaron: initial request (5:1–7:7)

	Plagues and exodus (7:8–15:21)

	Journey (15:22–18:27)




	Covenant at Sinai (19:1–40:38)
	Setting: Sinai (19:1–25)

	Covenant words and rules (20:1–23:33)

	Covenant confirmed (24:1–18)

	Instructions for the tabernacle (25:1–31:17)

	Moses receives the tablets (31:18)

	Covenant breach, intercession, and renewal (32:1–34:35)

	Tabernacle: preparation for the presence (35:1–40:38)






The Journey to Mount Sinai

1446 B.C.

Scholars disagree about the precise route of the exodus, but most agree that Mount Sinai is the site that today is called Jebel Musa (“Mountain of Moses”).
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The Global Message of Exodus

The Continued Story of Redemptive History

The book of Exodus continues the story of the redemptive history that God began in the book of Genesis. The original purpose of Exodus was to help the people of Israel understand their identity as God’s special people, and to learn about their covenant obligations to him. They were to see themselves as God’s “firstborn son” (Ex. 4:22–23) and as a “kingdom of priests” (19:5–6), called to bring God’s blessings to the nations. Exodus describes how the Lord delivered Israel from Egyptian oppression (chs. 1–15), brought her into covenant relationship with himself at Mount Sinai (chs. 16–24), and came to dwell in her midst in the tabernacle (chs. 25–40). 

The Meaning of the Exodus

God’s main purpose in delivering the people of Israel out of Egyptian oppression was so that he “might dwell among” them (Ex. 29:46). To understand why God desired to dwell in Israel’s midst, we must consider the book of Exodus within the larger framework of redemptive history. The Creator-King’s original intention was that he might dwell among his people, who would be a flourishing human community in a paradise-kingdom beginning in Eden and spreading throughout the whole world (see “The Global Message of Genesis”). The book of Revelation shows that these original creation intentions remain God’s purpose for his people, and his purpose will be fulfilled at the end of history (Revelation 21–22). In those last two chapters of the Bible, as in the Bible’s first two chapters, we see God dwelling with his people. In the book of Exodus we see this as well, as Israel learns about their covenant relationship with God, and as he dwells among them through the tabernacle.

The narrator of Exodus clearly states that the reason why God established the Mosaic covenant with Israel at Sinai was to carry forward his purpose as expressed within the earlier covenant with Abraham (Ex. 2:24; 3:6, 15, 16; 6:2–8). God’s promises to Abraham in Genesis 12:1–3 function as his solution to the problem of the human sin and rebellion that we read about in Genesis 3–11. In Exodus, God advances his solution to the fall by establishing Israel as a theocracy (a nation governed directly by God). Through the Mosaic covenant, Israel becomes the initial fulfillment and next stage of the promise that in Abraham’s lineage all the families of the earth would be blessed (Gen. 12:3).

God’s “Firstborn Son”

In Exodus 4:22–23, God announced to Pharaoh that Israel was “my firstborn son.” In the worldview of ancient Egypt, the firstborn son of a king would inherit the throne and would be under obligation to manifest the rule of the supreme deity of his father upon earth. Pharaoh thought of himself as the son and appointed representative of the supreme god of Egypt, and he believed that his own firstborn son would inherit this role. 

Israel became the Lord’s adopted firstborn son, and so was under obligation to manifest the Lord’s rule upon earth. The original calling of humanity to be God’s image-bearers, his appointed representatives, who establish and extend God’s heavenly rule upon the earth, is now to be carried forward through the chosen people of Israel. Although Israel largely failed in this mission, Jesus ultimately suffers the punishment deserved by God’s people and secures the success of this mission through God’s new people, the church (Matt. 28:18–20).

Universal Themes in Exodus

The main theme of Exodus is the Lord’s self-revelation in faithfulness, grace, and power, especially in supremacy over the false gods of the world. 

The faithful God. Exodus 3:10–15 is the revelation of the personal name of God, YHWH, which is rendered in most Bibles with small capital letters, as “the LORD.” The name is connected to the Hebrew verb “to be,” and its meaning becomes clear throughout Exodus. First, the Lord is the God who “will be” with his chosen people to enable them to fulfill their God-given task (Ex. 3:12). Second, the Lord is the God “who will be who he is” (see 3:14). God will be what he has always been. He is the unchanging, self-consistent God. He will be faithful forever to his own character and covenant commitments. Third, the Lord is the God who “will be” sufficient in his people’s moment of crisis (3:14b). God is faithful and powerful enough to carry through on his promise to deliver his people from Pharaoh and the gods of Egypt. 

The gracious God. In Exodus 34:5–7, the Lord further unveils the essence of his character and the significance of his name to Moses, who had asked to see God’s glory (Ex. 33:18). The context is crucial, for Exodus 32–34 concerns Israel’s golden calf rebellion. It is in the midst of this crisis that God reveals that he is “a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin” (34:6–7). Because of Israel’s idolatry, the mission to rescue the world nearly collapses as God’s people forsake him. Yet due to his grace and covenant love, the mission to bless the whole world (Gen. 12:1–3) continues to advance. The golden calf incident, however, has revealed that Israel, the one through whom worldwide blessing was to come, is herself part of the problem. God’s own people have evil hearts (Ex. 32:9–10, 22; 33:5; 34:9).

The all-powerful God. In the exodus deliverance from Pharaoh, the Lord reveals himself as the only true God and king of the earth (Ex. 9:16; 15:11, 14–15, 18). In his victory over the world’s most powerful nation, the Lord demonstrates that its most powerful “gods” were not gods at all (12:12; 15:11). The book of Exodus shows that the God of Abraham is the only true God of all the earth.

The Global Message of Exodus for Today

Nations, political power, and oppression. Israel’s exodus from Egypt must be understood as the unique event that it was within the history of redemption. It would be wrong, therefore, to interpret the book of Exodus as declaring that God’s primary purpose is to liberate all oppressed people from political or economic enslavement. If we read Exodus in this way, we may begin to see the church’s primary mission as working to bring about political freedom and social justice. This is certainly a worthy and important goal, and Exodus does demonstrate vividly that God’s ear is drawn to the groaning of the oppressed (Ex. 2:23–24). God is compassionate and cares for the widow, the fatherless, and the poor (22:21–27), and the church is called to do likewise. Yet this is not the main message of Exodus. The church’s primary mission is the proclamation and living out of the gospel of Christ—for the fundamental problem plaguing humanity is not political oppression but its root cause, the evil human heart. And this fundamental problem is cured only in the work of Christ in dying and rising again. In doing all of this, Jesus accomplished a greater and final exodus deliverance for all who will put their trust in him.

The sojourner and the resident alien. In a time when economic crises, wars, and natural disasters compel individuals and whole peoples to flee their homelands and seek security in foreign countries, the issue of the resident alien has become acute throughout the entire global village. In Exodus, God commands Israel not to oppress the sojourner. He reminds his people of their own historic experience as oppressed sojourners in Egypt (Ex. 22:21; 23:9). While the book of Exodus is not a manual for dealing with the issue of illegal or unwanted immigration, the book certainly teaches that solutions must be sought with justice and compassion. And above all, global Christians must remember that they are resident aliens on earth and, most fundamentally, citizens of heaven (Phil. 3:20; 1 Pet. 1:1; 2:11).

	


  Israel Increases Greatly in Egypt

   EXODUS 1 [†] a These are the names of the sons of Israel who came to Egypt with Jacob, each with his household: 2[†]Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, 3Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin, 4Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher. 5[†]All the descendants of Jacob were  b seventy persons; Joseph was already in Egypt. 6Then  c Joseph died, and all his brothers and all that generation. 7[†] d But the people of Israel were fruitful and increased greatly; they multiplied and grew exceedingly strong, so that the land was filled with them.

  Pharaoh Oppresses Israel

   8[†]Now there arose a new king over Egypt,  e who did not know Joseph. 9And he said to his people, “Behold,  f the people of Israel are too many and too mighty for us. 10 g Come,  h let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, and, if war breaks out, they join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.” 11[†]Therefore they set taskmasters over them  i to afflict them with heavy  j burdens. They built for Pharaoh  k store cities, Pithom and  l Raamses. 12But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and the more they spread abroad. And the Egyptians were in dread of the people of Israel. 13So they ruthlessly made the people of Israel  m work as slaves 14and  n made their lives bitter with hard service, in mortar and brick, and in all kinds of work in the field. In all their work they ruthlessly made them work as slaves.

   15[†]Then the king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, 16“When you serve as midwife to the Hebrew women and see them on the birthstool, if it is a son, you shall kill him, but if it is a daughter, she shall live.” 17But the midwives  o feared God and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but let the male children live. 18So the king of Egypt called the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this, and let the male children live?” 19[†]The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women, for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them.” 20 p So God dealt well with the midwives. And the people multiplied and grew very strong. 21And because the midwives feared God,  q he gave them families. 22[†]Then Pharaoh commanded all his people,  r “Every son that is born to the Hebrews [1] you shall cast into  s the Nile, but you shall let every daughter live.”

  The Birth of Moses

   EXODUS 2 [†]Now a  t man from the house of Levi went and took as his wife a Levite woman. 2[†]The woman conceived and bore a son, and  u when she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him three months. 3When she could hide him no longer, she took for him a basket made of bulrushes [1] and daubed it with bitumen and pitch. She put the child in it and placed it among the  v reeds by the river bank. 4And  w his sister stood at a distance to know what would be done to him. 5Now the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her young women walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her servant woman, and she took it. 6When she opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the baby was crying. She took pity on him and said, “This is one of the Hebrews’ children.” 7[†]Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and call you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” 8And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. 9And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child away and nurse him for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed him. 10[†]When the child grew older, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became  x her son. She named him Moses, “Because,” she said, “I  y drew him out of the water.” [2]

  Moses Flees to Midian

   11[†]One day,  z when Moses had grown up, he went out to his people and looked on their  a burdens, and he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his people. [3] 12He looked this way and that, and seeing no one, he  b struck down the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 13When  c he went out the next day, behold, two Hebrews were struggling together. And he said to the man in the wrong, “Why do you strike your companion?” 14[†]He answered,  d “Who made you a prince and a judge over us? Do you mean to kill me as you killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid, and thought, “Surely the thing is known.” 15[†]When Pharaoh heard of it, he sought to kill Moses. But  e Moses fled from Pharaoh and stayed in the land of Midian. And he sat down by  f a well.

   16Now the  g priest of Midian had seven daughters, and  h they came and drew water and filled the troughs to water their father’s flock. 17The shepherds came and drove them away, but Moses stood up and saved them, and  i watered their flock. 18[†]When they came home to their father  j Reuel, he said, “How is it that you have come home so soon today?” 19[†]They said, “An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the shepherds and even drew water for us and  i watered the flock.” 20He said to his daughters, “Then where is he? Why have you left the man? Call him, that he may  k eat bread.” 21And Moses was content to dwell with the man, and he gave Moses his daughter  l Zipporah. 22She gave birth to a son, and he called his name  m Gershom, for he said, “I have been a  n sojourner [4] in a foreign land.”

  God Hears Israel’s Groaning

   23[†] o During those many days the king of Egypt died, and the people of Israel  p groaned because of their slavery and cried out for help.  q Their cry for rescue from slavery came up to God. 24[†]And  r God heard their groaning, and God  s remembered his covenant with  t Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 25God  u saw the people of Israel—and God  v knew.

  The Burning Bush

   EXODUS 3 [†]Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the  w mountain of God. 2[†] x And  y the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. 3And Moses said, “I will turn aside to see this great sight, why the bush is not burned.” 4When the LORD saw that he turned aside to see,  z God called to him  a out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5[†]Then he said, “Do not come near;  b take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 6[†]And he said,  c “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for  d he was afraid to look at God.

   7[†]Then the LORD said,  e “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of their  f taskmasters. I know their sufferings, 8and  g I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and  h to bring them up out of that land to a  i good and broad land, a land  j flowing with milk and honey, to the place of  k the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9And now, behold,  l the cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and I have also seen the  m oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. 10 n Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” 11[†]But Moses said to God,  o “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?” 12He said,  p “But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt,  q you shall serve God on this mountain.”

   13[†]Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 14[†]God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” [1] And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel,  r ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” 15[†]God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘The LORD, [2] the  s God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is  t my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations. 16[†]Go and  u gather the elders of Israel together and say to them, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has appeared to me, saying,  v “I have observed you and what has been done to you in Egypt, 17and I promise that  w I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, a land  w flowing with milk and honey.”’ 18[†]And  x they will listen to your voice, and you and the elders of Israel  y shall go to the king of Egypt and say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has  z met with us; and now, please let us go a three days’ journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God.’ 19[†]But I know that the king of Egypt  a will not let you go unless compelled  b by a mighty hand. [3] 20So  c I will stretch out my hand and strike Egypt with  d all the wonders that I will do in it;  e after that he will let you go. 21And  f I will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and when you go, you shall not go empty, 22but each woman shall ask of her neighbor, and any woman who lives in her house, for  g silver and gold jewelry, and for clothing. You shall put them on your sons and on your daughters. So  h you shall plunder the Egyptians.”

  Moses Given Powerful Signs

   EXODUS 4 Then Moses answered, “But behold, they will not believe me or listen to my voice, for they will say, ‘The LORD did not appear to you.’” 2The LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?” He said,  i “A staff.” 3And he said, “Throw it on the ground.” So he threw it on the ground, and it became a serpent, and Moses ran from it. 4But the LORD said to Moses, “Put out your hand and catch it by the tail”—so he put out his hand and caught it, and it became a staff in his hand— 5“that they may  j believe that the LORD,  k the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.” 6Again, the LORD said to him, “Put your hand inside your cloak.” [1] And he put his hand inside his cloak, and when he took it out, behold, his hand was  l leprous [2] like snow. 7Then God said, “Put your hand back inside your cloak.” So he put his hand back inside his cloak, and when he took it out, behold,  m it was restored like the rest of his flesh. 8“If they will not believe you,” God said, “or listen to the first sign, they may believe the latter sign. 9If they will not believe even these two signs or listen to your voice, you shall take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground, and the water that you shall take from the Nile  n will become blood on the dry ground.”

   10[†]But Moses said to the LORD, “Oh, my Lord, I am not eloquent, either in the past or since you have spoken to your servant, but  o I am slow of speech and of tongue.” 11Then the LORD said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the LORD? 12Now therefore go, and  p I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall speak.” 13But he said, “Oh, my Lord, please send someone else.” 14[†]Then the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses and he said, “Is there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? I know that he can speak well. Behold,  q he is coming out to meet you, and when he sees you, he will be glad in his heart. 15 r You shall speak to him and  s put the words in his mouth, and  p I will be with your mouth and with his mouth and will teach you both what to do. 16[†] t He shall speak for you to the people, and he shall be your mouth, and  u you shall be as God to him. 17And take in your hand  v this staff, with which you shall do the signs.”

  Moses Returns to Egypt

   18[†]Moses went back to  w Jethro his father-in-law and said to him, “Please let me go back to my brothers in Egypt to see whether they are still alive.” And Jethro said to Moses, “Go in peace.” 19And the LORD said to Moses in Midian, “Go back to Egypt, for  x all the men who were seeking your life are dead.” 20So Moses took  y his wife and his sons and had them ride on a donkey, and went back to the land of Egypt. And Moses took  z the staff of God in his hand.

   21[†]And the LORD said to Moses, “When you go back to Egypt, see that you do before Pharaoh all the  a miracles that I have put in your power. But  b I will harden his heart, so that he will not let the people go. 22[†]Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the LORD,  c Israel is my  d firstborn son, 23and I say to you, “Let my son go that he may serve me.” If you refuse to let him go, behold, I  e will kill your firstborn son.’”

   24[†]At a lodging place on the way  f the LORD met him and  g sought to put him to death. 25Then  h Zipporah took a  i flint and cut off her son’s foreskin and touched Moses’ [3] feet with it and said, “Surely you are a bridegroom of blood to me!” 26So he let him alone. It was then that she said, “A bridegroom of blood,” because of the circumcision.

   27[†]The LORD said to Aaron, “Go into the wilderness  j to meet Moses.” So he went and met him at the  k mountain of God and kissed him. 28And Moses  l told Aaron all the words of the LORD with which he had sent him to speak, and all  m the signs that he had commanded him to do. 29Then Moses and Aaron  n went and gathered together all the elders of the people of Israel. 30 o Aaron spoke all the words that the LORD had spoken to Moses and did the signs in the sight of the people. 31And the people  p believed; and when they heard that the LORD had  q visited the people of Israel and that he had  r seen their affliction,  s they bowed their heads and worshiped.

  Making Bricks Without Straw

   EXODUS 5 [†]Afterward Moses and Aaron went and said to Pharaoh, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘Let my people go, that they may hold  t a feast to me in the wilderness.’” 2[†]But Pharaoh said,  u “Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, and moreover,  v I will not let Israel go.” 3Then they said, “The  w God of the Hebrews has met with us. Please let us go a three days’ journey into the wilderness that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God, lest he fall upon us with pestilence or with the sword.” 4But the king of Egypt said to them, “Moses and Aaron, why do you take the people away from their work? Get back to your  x burdens.” 5And Pharaoh said, “Behold,  y the people of the land are now many, [1] and you make them rest from their burdens!” 6The same day Pharaoh commanded the  z taskmasters of the people and their  a foremen, 7“You shall no longer give the people straw to make bricks, as in the past; let them go and gather straw for themselves. 8But the number of bricks that they made in the past you shall impose on them, you shall by no means reduce it, for they are idle. Therefore they cry, ‘Let us go and offer sacrifice to our God.’ 9Let heavier work be laid on the men that they may labor at it and pay no regard to lying words.”

   10[†]So the  b taskmasters and the foremen of the people went out and said to the people, “Thus says Pharaoh, ‘I will not give you straw. 11Go and get your straw yourselves wherever you can find it, but your work will not be reduced in the least.’” 12So the people were scattered throughout all the land of Egypt to gather stubble for straw. 13The  c taskmasters were urgent, saying, “Complete your work, your daily task each day, as when there was straw.” 14And the foremen of the people of Israel, whom Pharaoh’s  c taskmasters had set over them, were beaten and were asked, “Why have you not done all your task of making bricks today and yesterday, as in the past?”

   15[†]Then the foremen of the people of Israel came and cried to Pharaoh, “Why do you treat your servants like this? 16No straw is given to your servants, yet they say to us, ‘Make bricks!’ And behold, your servants are beaten; but the fault is in your own people.” 17But he said, “You are idle, you are idle; that is why you say, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to the LORD.’ 18Go now and work. No straw will be given you, but you must still deliver the same number of bricks.” 19The foremen of the people of Israel saw that they were in trouble when they said, “You shall by no means reduce your number of bricks, your daily task each day.” 20They met Moses and Aaron, who were waiting for them, as they came out from Pharaoh; 21and  d they said to them, “The LORD look on you and judge, because you have made us stink in the sight of Pharaoh and his servants, and have put a sword in their hand to kill us.”

   22[†]Then Moses turned to the LORD and said, “O Lord, why have you done evil to this people? Why did you ever send me? 23For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has done evil to this people, and you have not delivered your people at all.”

  God Promises Deliverance

   EXODUS 6 [†]But the LORD said to Moses, “Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh; for with a strong hand he will send them out, and with  e a strong hand he will  f drive them out of his land.”

   2God spoke to Moses and said to him,  g “I am the LORD. 3[†]I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as  h God Almighty, [1] but by my name the  i LORD I did not make myself known to them. 4 j I also established my covenant with them  k to give them the land of Canaan, the land in which they lived as sojourners. 5Moreover,  l I have heard the groaning of the people of Israel whom the Egyptians hold as slaves, and I have remembered my covenant. 6[†]Say therefore to the people of Israel,  m ‘I am the LORD, and  n I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from slavery to them, and  o I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment. 7[†]I  p will take you to be my people, and  q I will be your God, and you shall know that  m I am the LORD your God, who has brought you out  n from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 8I will bring you into  r the land that I  s swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. I will give it to you for a possession.  m I am the LORD.’” 9Moses spoke thus to the people of Israel, but they  t did not listen to Moses, because of their broken spirit and harsh slavery.

   10So the LORD said to Moses, 11“Go in, tell Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the people of Israel go out of his land.” 12[†]But Moses said to the LORD, “Behold, the people of Israel have  t not listened to me. How then shall Pharaoh listen to me, for  u I am of uncircumcised lips?” 13But the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron and gave them a charge about the people of Israel and about Pharaoh king of Egypt: to bring the people of Israel out of the land of Egypt.

  The Genealogy of Moses and Aaron

   14[†]These are the heads of their fathers’ houses: the  v sons of Reuben, the firstborn of Israel: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi; these are the clans of Reuben. 15The  w sons of Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul, the son of a Canaanite woman; these are the clans of Simeon. 16These are the names of the  x sons of Levi according to their generations: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari, the years of the life of Levi being 137 years. 17The  y sons of Gershon: Libni and Shimei, by their clans. 18The  z sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel, the years of the life of Kohath being 133 years. 19The  a sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi. These are the clans of the Levites according to their generations. 20 b Amram took as his wife Jochebed his father’s sister, and she bore him Aaron and Moses, the years of the life of Amram being 137 years. 21 c The sons of Izhar: Korah, Nepheg, and Zichri. 22The  d sons of Uzziel: Mishael, Elzaphan, and Sithri. 23Aaron took as his wife Elisheba, the daughter of  e Amminadab and the sister of  f Nahshon, and she bore him  g Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 24The  h sons of Korah: Assir, Elkanah, and Abiasaph; these are the clans of the Korahites. 25Eleazar, Aaron’s son, took as his wife one of the daughters of Putiel, and  i she bore him Phinehas. These are the heads of the fathers’ houses of the Levites by their clans.

   26These are the Aaron and Moses  j to whom the LORD said: “Bring out the people of Israel from the land of Egypt  k by their hosts.” 27It was they who spoke to Pharaoh king of Egypt about bringing out the people of Israel from Egypt, this Moses and this Aaron.

   28On the day when the LORD spoke to Moses in the land of Egypt, 29the LORD said to Moses,  l “I am the LORD;  m tell Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I say to you.” 30But Moses said to the LORD, “Behold,  n I am of uncircumcised lips. How will Pharaoh listen to me?”

  Moses and Aaron Before Pharaoh

   EXODUS 7 And the LORD said to Moses, “See, I have made you like  o God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron shall be your  p prophet. 2 q You shall speak all that I command you, and your brother Aaron shall tell Pharaoh to let the people of Israel go out of his land. 3But  r I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and though I  s multiply my signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, 4Pharaoh will not listen to you. Then I will lay my hand on Egypt and bring my hosts, my people the children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great acts of judgment. 5[†]The Egyptians  t shall know that I am the LORD, when I stretch out my hand against Egypt and bring out the people of Israel from among them.” 6Moses and Aaron did so; they did just as the LORD commanded them. 7Now Moses was  u eighty years old, and Aaron eighty-three years old, when they spoke to Pharaoh.

   8[†]Then the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, 9[†]“When Pharaoh says to you,  v ‘Prove yourselves by working a miracle,’ then you shall say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and cast it down before Pharaoh, that it may become a serpent.’” 10So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did just as the LORD commanded. Aaron cast down his staff before Pharaoh and his servants, and it became a serpent. 11[†]Then Pharaoh summoned the wise men and the sorcerers, and they, the  w magicians of Egypt, also  x did the same by their secret arts. 12For each man cast down his staff, and they became serpents. But Aaron’s staff swallowed up their staffs. 13[†]Still  r Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he would not listen to them,  r as the LORD had said.

  The First Plague: Water Turned to Blood

   14[†]Then the LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is hardened; he refuses to let the people go. 15 y Go to Pharaoh in the morning, as he is going out to the water. Stand on the bank of the Nile to meet him, and take in your hand  z the staff that turned into a  a serpent. 16[†]And you shall say to him, ‘The  b LORD, the God of the Hebrews, sent me to you, saying, “Let my people go,  c that they may serve me in the wilderness.” But so far, you have not obeyed. 17Thus says the LORD, “By this  d you shall know that I am the LORD: behold, with the staff that is in my hand I will strike the water that is in the Nile, and  e it shall turn into blood. 18The fish in the Nile shall die, and the Nile will stink, and the Egyptians will  f grow weary of drinking water from the Nile.”’” 19[†]And the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and  g stretch out your hand over the waters of Egypt, over their rivers, their canals, and their ponds, and all their pools of water, so that they may become blood, and there shall be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, even in vessels of wood and in vessels of stone.’”

   20Moses and Aaron did as the LORD commanded. In the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants he  h lifted up the staff and struck the water in the Nile, and all the  i water in the Nile turned into blood. 21And the fish in the Nile died, and the Nile stank, so that the Egyptians  j could not drink water from the Nile. There was blood throughout all the land of Egypt. 22But  k the magicians of Egypt did the same by their secret arts. So  l Pharaoh’s heart remained hardened, and he would not listen to them, as  m the LORD had said. 23Pharaoh turned and went into his house, and he did not take even this to heart. 24[†]And all the Egyptians dug along the Nile for water to drink, for they could not drink the water of the Nile.

   25Seven full days passed after the LORD had struck the Nile.

  The Second Plague: Frogs

   EXODUS 8  [1] Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, “Let my people go, that  n they may serve me. 2But if you  o refuse to let them go, behold, I will plague all your country with  p frogs. 3[†]The Nile shall swarm with frogs that shall come up into your house and into  q your bedroom and on your bed and into the houses of your servants and your people, [2] and into your ovens and your kneading bowls. 4The frogs shall come up on you and on your people and on all your servants.”’” 5 [3] And the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron,  r ‘Stretch out your hand with your staff over the rivers, over the canals and over the pools, and make frogs come up on the land of Egypt!’” 6So Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt, and  s the frogs came up and covered the land of Egypt. 7[†]But  t the magicians did the same by their secret arts and made frogs come up on the land of Egypt.

   8[†]Then Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron and said,  u “Plead with the LORD to take away the frogs from me and from my people, and  v I will let the people go to sacrifice to the LORD.” 9Moses said to Pharaoh, “Be pleased to command me when  u I am to plead for you and for your servants and for your people, that the frogs be cut off from you and your houses and be left only in the Nile.” 10And he said, “Tomorrow.” Moses said, “Be it as you say, so  w that you may know that  x there is no one like the LORD our God. 11The frogs shall go away from you and your houses and your servants and your people. They shall be left only in the Nile.” 12So Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh, and Moses cried to the LORD about the frogs, as he had agreed with Pharaoh. [4] 13And the LORD did according to the word of Moses. The frogs died out in the houses, the courtyards, and the fields. 14[†]And they gathered them together in heaps, and the land stank. 15[†]But when Pharaoh saw that there was a  y respite, he  z hardened his heart and would not listen to them, as the LORD had said.

  The Third Plague: Gnats

   16Then the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron,  a ‘Stretch out your staff and strike the dust of the earth, so that it may become gnats in all the land of Egypt.’” 17And they did so. Aaron stretched out his hand with his staff and struck the dust of the earth, and  b there were gnats on man and beast. All the dust of the earth became gnats in all the land of Egypt. 18[†]The  c magicians tried by their secret arts to produce gnats, but they could not. So there were gnats on man and beast. 19Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is  d the finger of God.” But Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the LORD had said.

  The Fourth Plague: Flies

   20[†]Then the LORD said to Moses,  e “Rise up early in the morning and present yourself to Pharaoh, as he goes out to the water, and say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD,  f “Let my people go, that they may serve me. 21Or else, if you will not let my people go, behold, I will send swarms of flies on you and your servants and your people, and into your houses. And the houses of the Egyptians shall be filled with swarms of flies, and also the ground on which they stand. 22[†]But on that day  g I will set apart the land of Goshen, where my people dwell, so that no swarms of flies shall be there,  h that you may know that I am the LORD in the midst of the earth. [5] 23Thus I will put a division [6] between my people and your people. Tomorrow this sign shall happen.”’” 24And the LORD did so.  i There came great swarms of flies into the house of Pharaoh and into his servants’ houses. Throughout all the land of Egypt the land was ruined by the swarms of flies.

   25Then Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron and said, “Go, sacrifice to your God within the land.” 26But Moses said, “It would not be right to do so, for the offerings we shall sacrifice to the LORD our God are an  j abomination to the Egyptians. If we sacrifice offerings  j abominable to the Egyptians before their eyes, will they not stone us? 27We must go  k three days’ journey into the wilderness and sacrifice to the LORD our God  l as he tells us.” 28[†]So Pharaoh said, “I will let you go to sacrifice to the LORD your God in the wilderness; only you must not go very far away.  m Plead for me.” 29Then Moses said, “Behold, I am going out from you and I will plead with the LORD that the swarms of flies may depart from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people, tomorrow. Only let not Pharaoh  n cheat again by not letting the people go to sacrifice to the LORD.” 30So Moses went out from Pharaoh and prayed to the LORD. 31And the LORD did as Moses asked, and removed the swarms of flies from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people; not one remained. 32But Pharaoh  o hardened his heart this time also, and did not let the people go.

  The Fifth Plague: Egyptian Livestock Die

   EXODUS 9 [†]Then the LORD said to Moses,  p “Go in to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says  q the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, “Let my people go, that they may serve me. 2For if you refuse to let them go and still hold them, 3behold,  r the hand of the LORD will fall with a very severe plague upon your livestock that are in the field, the horses, the donkeys, the camels, the herds, and the flocks. 4 s But the LORD will make a distinction between the livestock of Israel and the livestock of Egypt, so that nothing of all that belongs to the people of Israel shall die.”’” 5And the LORD set a time, saying, “Tomorrow the LORD will do this thing in the land.” 6And the next day the LORD did this thing.  t All the livestock of the Egyptians died, but not one of the livestock of the people of Israel died. 7And Pharaoh sent, and behold, not one of the livestock of Israel was dead. But  u the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the people go.

  The Sixth Plague: Boils

   8[†]And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “Take handfuls of soot from the kiln, and let Moses throw them in the air in the sight of Pharaoh. 9[†]It shall become fine dust over all the land of Egypt, and become  v boils breaking out in sores on man and beast throughout all the land of Egypt.” 10So they took soot from the kiln and stood before Pharaoh. And Moses threw it in the air, and it became boils breaking out in sores on man and beast. 11And  w the magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils, for the boils came upon the magicians and upon all the Egyptians. 12 x But the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he did not listen to them, as  y the LORD had spoken to Moses.

  The Seventh Plague: Hail

   13[†]Then the LORD said to Moses,  z “Rise up early in the morning and present yourself before Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, “Let my people go, that they may serve me. 14[†]For this time I will send all my plagues on you yourself, [1] and on your servants and your people, so  a that you may know that there is none like me in all the earth. 15For by now I could have put out my hand and struck you and your people with pestilence, and you would have been cut off from the earth. 16 b But for this purpose I have raised you up, to show you my power, so  c that my name may be proclaimed in all the earth. 17 d You are still exalting yourself against my people and will not let them go. 18[†]Behold, about this time tomorrow I will cause very heavy hail to fall, such as never has been in Egypt from the day it was founded until now. 19Now therefore send,  e get your livestock and all that you have in the field into safe shelter, for every man and beast that is in the field and is not brought home will die when the hail falls on them.”’” 20Then whoever feared the word of the LORD among the servants of Pharaoh hurried his slaves and his livestock into the houses, 21but whoever did not pay attention to the word of the LORD left his slaves and his livestock in the field.

   22Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, so that there may be  f hail in all the land of Egypt, on man and beast and every plant of the field, in the land of Egypt.” 23Then Moses stretched out his staff toward heaven, and the  g LORD sent thunder and hail, and fire ran down to the earth. And the LORD rained hail upon the land of Egypt. 24There was hail and fire flashing continually in the midst of the hail, very heavy hail, such as had never been in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation. 25The hail struck down everything that was in the field in all the land of Egypt, both man and beast. And the hail  h struck down every plant of the field and broke every tree of the field. 26 i Only in the land of Goshen, where the people of Israel were, was there no hail.

   27[†]Then Pharaoh sent and called Moses and Aaron and said to them, “This time  j I have sinned; the  k LORD is in the right, and I and my people are in the wrong. 28 l Plead with the LORD, for there has been enough of God’s thunder and hail. I will let you go, and you shall stay no longer.” 29Moses said to him, “As soon as I have gone out of the city,  m I will stretch out my hands to the LORD. The thunder will cease, and there will be no more hail, so that you may know that  n the earth is the LORD’s. 30But as for you and your servants,  o I know that you do not yet fear the LORD God.” 31[†](The flax and the barley were struck down, for the barley was in the ear and the flax was in bud. 32But the wheat and the emmer [2] were not struck down, for they are late in coming up.) 33So Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh and  m stretched out his hands to the LORD, and the thunder and the hail ceased, and the rain no longer poured upon the earth. 34[†]But when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunder had ceased, he sinned yet again and  p hardened his heart,  q he and his servants. 35[†]So  r the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the people of Israel go, just as the LORD had spoken through Moses.

  The Eighth Plague: Locusts

   EXODUS 10 [†]Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh, for I have hardened his heart and the heart of his servants, that I may show these signs of mine among them, 2[†]and  s that you may tell in the hearing of your son and of your grandson how I have dealt harshly with the Egyptians and what signs I have done among them,  t that you may know that I am the LORD.”

   3So Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh and said to him, “Thus says the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, ‘How long will you refuse to  u humble yourself before me? Let my people go, that they may serve me. 4For if you refuse to let my people go, behold, tomorrow I will bring  v locusts into your country, 5and they shall cover the face of the land, so that no one can see the land. And they shall  w eat what is left to you after the hail, and they shall eat every tree of yours that grows in the field, 6[†]and they shall fill  x your houses and the houses of all your servants and of all the Egyptians, as neither your fathers nor your grandfathers have seen, from the day they came on earth to this day.’” Then he turned and went out from Pharaoh.

   7[†]Then Pharaoh’s servants said to him, “How long shall this man be a snare to us? Let the men go, that they may serve the LORD their God. Do you not yet understand that Egypt is ruined?” 8[†]So Moses and Aaron were brought back to Pharaoh. And he said to them,  y “Go, serve the LORD your God. But which ones are to go?” 9Moses said, “We will go with our young and our old. We will go with our sons and daughters and with our flocks and herds, for  z we must hold a feast to the LORD.” 10But he said to them, “The LORD be with you, if ever I let you and your  a little ones go! Look, you have some evil purpose in mind. [1] 11No! Go, the men among you, and serve the LORD, for that is what you are asking.” And they were driven out from Pharaoh’s presence.

   12Then the LORD said to Moses,  b “Stretch out your hand over the land of Egypt for the locusts, so that they may come upon the land of Egypt and  c eat every plant in the land, all that the hail has left.” 13So Moses stretched out his staff over the land of Egypt, and the LORD brought an east wind upon the land all that day and all that night. When it was morning, the east wind had brought the locusts. 14 d The locusts came up over all the land of Egypt and settled on the whole country of Egypt,  e such a dense swarm of locusts as had never been before, nor ever will be again. 15They covered the face of the whole land, so that the land was darkened, and  f they ate all the plants in the land and all the fruit of the trees that the hail had left. Not a green thing remained, neither tree nor plant of the field, through all the land of Egypt. 16Then Pharaoh hastily called Moses and Aaron and said,  g “I have sinned against the LORD your God, and against you. 17[†]Now therefore, forgive my sin, please, only this once, and  h plead with the LORD your God only to remove this death from me.” 18So  i he went out from Pharaoh and pleaded with the LORD. 19[†]And the LORD turned the wind into a very strong west wind, which lifted the locusts and drove them  j into the Red Sea. Not a single locust was left in all the country of Egypt. 20But the LORD  k hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let the people of Israel go.

  The Ninth Plague: Darkness

   21Then the LORD said to Moses,  l “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, that there may be  m darkness over the land of Egypt, a darkness to be felt.” 22So Moses stretched out his hand toward heaven, and there was pitch darkness in all the land of Egypt three days. 23They did not see one another, nor did anyone rise from his place for three days, but  n all the people of Israel had light where they lived. 24[†]Then Pharaoh called Moses and said,  o “Go, serve the LORD;  p your little ones also may go with you; only let your flocks and your herds remain behind.” 25But Moses said, “You must also let us have sacrifices and burnt offerings, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God. 26Our livestock also must go with us; not a hoof shall be left behind, for we must take of them to serve the LORD our God, and we do not know with what we must serve the LORD until we arrive there.” 27[†]But the LORD  q hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he would not let them go. 28Then Pharaoh said to him, “Get away from me; take care never to see my face again, for on the day you see my face you shall die.” 29Moses said, “As you say!  r I will not see your face again.”

  A Final Plague Threatened

   EXODUS 11 [†]The LORD said to Moses, “Yet  s one plague more I will bring upon Pharaoh and upon Egypt. Afterward he will let you go from here.  t When he lets you go, he will drive you away completely. 2[†]Speak now in the hearing of the people, that  u they ask, every man of his neighbor and every woman of her neighbor, for silver and gold jewelry.” 3 v And the LORD gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians. Moreover, the man Moses was very great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh’s servants and in the sight of the people.

   4[†]So Moses said, “Thus says the LORD:  w ‘About midnight I will go out in the midst of Egypt, 5[†]and every firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even to the firstborn of the slave girl who is  x behind the handmill, and all the firstborn of the cattle. 6 y There shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as there has never been, nor ever will be again. 7[†]But not a dog shall growl  z against any of the people of Israel, either man or beast, that you may know that the LORD  a makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel.’ 8And  b all these your servants shall come down to me and bow down to me, saying, ‘Get out, you and all the people who follow you.’ And after that I will go out.” And he went out from Pharaoh in hot anger. 9Then the LORD said to Moses,  c “Pharaoh will not listen to you, that  d my wonders may be multiplied in the land of Egypt.”

   10Moses and Aaron did all these wonders before Pharaoh, and the LORD  e hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let the people of Israel go out of his land.

  The Passover

   EXODUS 12 [†]The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2[†] f “This month shall be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb  g according to their fathers’ houses, a lamb for a household. 4And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. 5Your lamb shall be  h without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats, 6and you shall keep it until the  i fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. [1]

   7“Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the  j two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8[†]They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with  k unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but  l roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts. 10And  m you shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11[†]In this manner you shall eat it: with  n your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste.  o It is the LORD’s Passover. 12[†]For  p I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on  q all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments:  r I am the LORD. 13[†] s The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt.

   14[†]“This day shall be  t for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD; throughout your generations, as a  u statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast. 15[†] v Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread. On the first day you shall remove leaven out of your houses, for if anyone eats what is leavened, from the first day until the seventh day,  w that person shall be cut off from Israel. 16On the first day you shall hold a  x holy assembly, and on the seventh day a holy assembly. No work shall be done on those days. But what everyone needs to eat, that alone may be prepared by you. 17And you shall observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread, for  y on this very day I brought your  z hosts out of the land of Egypt. Therefore you shall observe this day, throughout your generations, as a statute forever. 18 a In the first month, from the fourteenth day of the month at evening, you shall eat unleavened bread until the twenty-first day of the month at evening. 19[†] b For seven days no leaven is to be found in your houses. If anyone eats what is leavened,  b that person will be cut off from the congregation of Israel,  c whether he is a sojourner or a native of the land. 20You shall eat nothing leavened; in all your dwelling places you shall eat unleavened bread.”

   21Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go and select lambs for yourselves  d according to your clans, and kill the Passover lamb. 22[†]Take a bunch of  e hyssop and  f dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and touch  g the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood that is in the basin.  h None of you shall go out of the door of his house until the morning. 23[†] i For the LORD will pass through to strike the Egyptians, and when he sees the blood on  g the lintel and on the two doorposts, the LORD will pass over the door and  j will not allow the destroyer to enter your houses to strike you. 24You shall observe this rite as a statute for you and for your sons forever. 25And when you come to the land that the LORD will give you,  k as he has promised, you shall keep this service. 26And  l when your children say to you, ‘What do you mean by this service?’ 27you shall say,  m ‘It is the sacrifice of the LORD’s Passover, for he passed over the houses of the people of Israel in Egypt, when he struck the Egyptians but spared our houses.’” And the people  n bowed their heads and worshiped.

   28Then the people of Israel went and did so; as the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron, so they did.

  The Tenth Plague: Death of the Firstborn

   29 o At midnight the  p LORD struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt,  q from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of the livestock. 30And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he and all his servants and all the Egyptians. And there was  r a great cry in Egypt, for there was not a house where someone was not dead. 31Then he summoned Moses and Aaron by night and said, “Up, go out from among my people,  s both you and the people of Israel; and go, serve the LORD, as you have said. 32 t Take your flocks and your herds, as you have said, and be gone, and bless me also!”

  The Exodus

   33 u The Egyptians were urgent with the people to send them out of the land in haste. For they said, “We shall all be dead.” 34So the people took their dough before it was leavened, their kneading bowls being bound up in their cloaks on their shoulders. 35[†]The people of Israel had also done as Moses told them, for they had  v asked the Egyptians for silver and gold jewelry and for clothing. 36 w And the LORD had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that  x they let them have what they asked. Thus they plundered the Egyptians.

   37[†]And the  y people of Israel journeyed from  z Rameses to Succoth,  a about six hundred thousand men on foot, besides women and children. 38A  b mixed multitude also went up with them, and very much livestock, both flocks and herds. 39[†]And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough that they had brought out of Egypt, for it was not leavened, because  u they were thrust out of Egypt and  c could not wait, nor had they prepared any provisions for themselves.

   40The time that the people of Israel lived in Egypt was 430 years. 41[†]At the end of  d 430 years, on that very day, all the hosts of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt. 42It was a night of watching by the LORD, to bring them out of the land of Egypt; so this same night is a  e night of watching kept to the LORD by all the people of Israel throughout their generations.

  Institution of the Passover

   43[†]And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “This is the statute of the Passover: no foreigner shall eat of it, 44but every slave [2] that is  f bought for money may eat of it after you have circumcised him. 45 g No foreigner or hired worker may eat of it. 46It shall be eaten in one house; you shall not take any of the flesh outside the house, and  h you shall not break any of its bones. 47 i All the congregation of Israel shall keep it. 48 j If a stranger shall sojourn with you and would keep the Passover to the LORD, let all his males be circumcised. Then he may come near and keep it; he  k shall be as a native of the land. But no uncircumcised person shall eat of it. 49There shall be  l one law for the native and for the  j stranger who sojourns among you.”

   50All the people of Israel did just as the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron. 51And on that very day the  m LORD brought the people of Israel out of the land of Egypt by their  n hosts.

  Consecration of the Firstborn

   EXODUS 13 The LORD said to Moses, 2[†] o “Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to open the womb among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.”

  The Feast of Unleavened Bread

   3[†]Then Moses said to the people,  p “Remember this day in which you came out from Egypt, out of the house of slavery,  q for by a strong hand the LORD brought you out from this place.  r No leavened bread shall be eaten. 4Today, in the month of  s Abib, you are going out. 5And when the LORD brings you into  t the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, which  u he swore to your fathers to give you, a land  v flowing with milk and honey,  w you shall keep this service in this month. 6[†] x Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, and on the seventh day there shall be a feast to the LORD. 7Unleavened bread shall be eaten for seven days; no leavened bread shall be seen with you, and no leaven shall be seen with you in all your territory. 8 y You shall tell your son on that day, ‘It is because of what the LORD did for me when I came out of Egypt.’ 9[†]And it shall  z be to you as a sign on your hand and as  a a memorial  z between your eyes, that the law of the LORD may be in your mouth. For with a strong hand the LORD has brought you out of Egypt. 10 b You shall therefore keep this statute at its appointed time from year to year.

   11[†]“When the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites,  c as he swore to you and your fathers, and shall give it to you, 12 d you shall set apart to the LORD all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your animals that are males shall be the LORD’s. 13 e Every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall break its neck. Every  f firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem. 14 g And when in time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall say to him,  h ‘By a strong hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, from the house of  i slavery. 15For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the  j LORD killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all the males that first open the womb, but  k all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’ 16 l It shall be as a mark on your hand or frontlets between your eyes, for  m by a strong hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt.”

  Pillars of Cloud and Fire

   17[†]When Pharaoh let the people go, God did  n not lead them by way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near. For God said, “Lest the people  o change their minds when they see war and return to Egypt.” 18[†]But God  p led the people around by the way of the wilderness toward the Red Sea. And the people of Israel went up out of the land of Egypt equipped for battle. 19[†]Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, for Joseph [1] had made the sons of Israel solemnly swear, saying,  q “God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones with you from here.” 20And  r they moved on from Succoth and encamped at Etham, on the edge of the wilderness. 21[†]And  s the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, that they might travel by day and by night. 22The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night did not depart from before the people.

  Crossing the Red Sea

   EXODUS 14 Then the LORD said to Moses, 2[†]“Tell the people of Israel to  t turn back and encamp in front of Pi-hahiroth, between  u Migdol and the sea, in front of Baal-zephon; you shall encamp facing it, by the sea. 3For Pharaoh will say of the people of Israel, ‘They are wandering in the land; the wilderness has shut them in.’ 4[†]And  v I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will pursue them, and I will  w get glory over Pharaoh and all his host,  x and the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD.” And they did so.

   5[†]When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, the  y mind of Pharaoh and his servants was changed toward the people, and they said, “What is this we have done, that we have let Israel go from serving us?” 6So he made ready his chariot and took his army with him, 7[†]and took  z six hundred chosen chariots and all the other chariots of Egypt with officers over all of them. 8And  v the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued the people of Israel while  a the people of Israel were going out defiantly. 9The  b Egyptians pursued them, all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and his horsemen and his army, and overtook them  c encamped at the sea, by Pi-hahiroth, in front of Baal-zephon.

   10[†]When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians were marching after them, and they feared greatly. And the people of Israel  d cried out to the LORD. 11They  e said to Moses, “Is it because there are no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us in bringing us out of Egypt? 12[†]Is not this what  f we said to you in Egypt: ‘Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” 13[†]And Moses said to the people,  g “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will work for you today. For  h the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. 14 i The LORD will fight for you, and you have only  j to be silent.”

   15The LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward. 16 k Lift up your staff, and  k stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel may go through the sea on dry ground. 17[†]And  l I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go in after them, and  m I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and his horsemen. 18And the Egyptians  n shall know that I am the LORD,  m when I have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.”

   19[†] o Then the angel of God who was going before the host of Israel moved and went behind them, and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them, 20coming between the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there was the cloud and the darkness. And it lit up the night [1] without one coming near the other all night.

   21Then Moses  k stretched out his hand over the sea, and the LORD drove the sea back by  p a strong east wind all night and  q made the sea dry land, and the waters were  r divided. 22[†]And  s the people of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being  t a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 23The Egyptians pursued and went in after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 24And in the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and of cloud looked down on the Egyptian forces and threw the Egyptian forces into a panic, 25clogging [2] their chariot wheels so that they drove heavily. And the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from before Israel, for the  u LORD fights for them against the Egyptians.”

   26Then the LORD said to Moses,  v “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.” 27 w So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea  x returned to its normal course when the morning appeared. And as the Egyptians fled into it, the LORD  y threw [3] the Egyptians into the midst of the sea. 28The  z waters returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea,  a not one of them remained. 29But the  b people of Israel walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.

   30Thus the LORD  c saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31[†] d Israel saw the great power that the LORD used against the Egyptians, so the people feared the LORD, and they  e believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses.

  The Song of Moses

   EXODUS 15 [†]Then Moses and the people of Israel  f sang this song to the LORD, saying,

    g “I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously;

  the horse and his rider [1] he has thrown into the sea.

  2[†]  h The LORD is my strength and my  i song,

  and he has become  j my salvation;

  this is my God, and I will praise him,

   k my father’s God, and  l I will exalt him.

  3 The LORD is  m a man of war;

   n the LORD is his name.

   4[†]  o “Pharaoh’s chariots and his host he cast into the sea,

  and his chosen  p officers were sunk in the Red Sea.

  5 The  q floods covered them;

  they  r went down into the depths like a stone.

  6[†]  s Your right hand, O LORD, glorious in power,

  your right hand, O LORD,  t shatters the enemy.

  7 In the  u greatness of your majesty you overthrow your adversaries;

  you send out your fury; it  v consumes them like stubble.

  8 At the  w blast of your nostrils the waters piled up;

  the  x floods stood up in a heap;

  the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea.

  9[†] The enemy said,  y ‘I will pursue, I will overtake,

  I  z will divide the spoil, my desire shall have its fill of them.

  I will draw my sword; my hand shall destroy them.’

  10 You  a blew with your wind; the  b sea covered them;

  they sank like lead in the mighty waters.

   11  c “Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods?

  Who is like you, majestic in holiness,

  awesome in  d glorious deeds,  e doing wonders?

  12 You stretched out  f your right hand;

  the earth swallowed them.

   13[†] “You have  g led in your steadfast love the people whom  h you have redeemed;

  you have  i guided them by your strength to your holy abode.

  14  j The peoples have heard; they tremble;

  pangs have seized the inhabitants of Philistia.

  15 Now are the chiefs of Edom  k dismayed;

  trembling seizes the leaders of  l Moab;

   m all the inhabitants of Canaan have melted away.

  16[†] Terror and  n dread fall upon them;

  because of the greatness of your arm, they are still  o as a stone,

  till your people, O LORD, pass by,

  till the people pass by whom  p you have purchased.

  17 You will bring them in and  q plant them on your own mountain,

  the place, O LORD, which you have made for your abode,

   r the sanctuary, O Lord, which your hands have established.

  18  s The LORD will reign forever and ever.”

   19For when  t the horses of Pharaoh with his chariots and his horsemen went into the sea,  u the LORD brought back the waters of the sea upon them, but the people of Israel walked on dry ground in the midst of the sea. 20Then  v Miriam  w the prophetess, the  x sister of Aaron, took a tambourine in her hand, and  y all the women went out after her with tambourines and dancing. 21And Miriam sang to them:

    z “Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously;

  the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.”

  Bitter Water Made Sweet

   22[†]Then Moses made Israel set out from the Red Sea, and they went into the wilderness of  a Shur. They went three days in the wilderness and found no water. 23When they came to  b Marah, they could not drink the water of Marah because it was bitter; therefore it was named Marah. [2] 24[†]And the people  c grumbled against Moses, saying, “What shall we drink?” 25[†]And he  d cried to the LORD, and the LORD showed him a log, [3] and he  e threw it into the water, and the water became sweet.

  There the LORD [4] made for them a statute and a rule, and there he  f tested them, 26saying,  g “If you will diligently listen to the voice of the LORD your God, and do that which is right in his eyes, and give ear to his commandments and keep all his statutes, I will put none of the  h diseases on you that I put on the Egyptians, for I am the LORD,  i your healer.”

   27[†]Then  j they came to Elim, where there were twelve springs of water and seventy palm trees, and they encamped there by the water.

  Bread from Heaven

   EXODUS 16 They  k set out from Elim, and all the congregation of the people of Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they had departed from the land of Egypt. 2[†]And the whole congregation of the people of Israel  l grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness, 3[†]and the people of Israel said to them,  m “Would that we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt,  n when we sat by the meat pots and ate bread to the full, for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”

   4[†]Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I am about to rain  o bread from heaven for you, and the people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day, that I may  p test them, whether they will walk in my law or not. 5On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in,  q it will be twice as much as they gather daily.” 6So Moses and Aaron said to all the people of Israel,  r “At evening  s you shall know that it was the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 7[†]and in the morning you shall see the  t glory of the LORD, because he has heard your grumbling against the LORD. For  u what are we, that you grumble against us?” 8And Moses said, “When the LORD gives you in the evening meat to eat and in the morning bread to the full, because the LORD has heard your grumbling that you grumble against him— v what are we? Your grumbling is not  w against us but against the LORD.”

   9Then Moses  x said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the people of Israel,  y ‘Come near before the LORD, for he has heard your grumbling.’” 10And as soon as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the  t glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud. 11And the LORD said to Moses, 12“I  z have heard the grumbling of the people of Israel. Say to them, ‘At  a twilight you shall eat meat, and  b in the morning you shall be filled with bread. Then you shall know that I am the LORD your God.’”

   13In the evening  c quail came up and covered the camp, and in the morning  d dew lay around the camp. 14And when the dew had gone up, there was on the face of the wilderness a fine, flake-like thing, fine as frost on the ground. 15[†]When the people of Israel saw it, they said to one another,  e “What is it?” [1] For they  f did not know what it was. And Moses said to them,  g “It is the bread that the LORD has given you to eat. 16This is what the LORD has commanded: ‘Gather of it, each one of you, as much as he can eat. You shall each take an  h omer, [2] according to the number of the persons that each of you has in his tent.’” 17And the people of Israel did so. They gathered, some more, some less. 18But when they measured it with an omer,  i whoever gathered much had nothing left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack. Each of them gathered as much as he could eat. 19And Moses said to them, “Let no one leave any of it over till the morning.” 20[†]But they did not listen to Moses. Some left part of it till the morning, and  j it bred worms and stank. And Moses was angry with them. 21Morning by morning they gathered it, each as much as he could eat; but when the sun grew hot, it melted.

   22[†]On  k the sixth day they gathered twice as much bread, two omers each. And when all the leaders of the congregation came and told Moses, 23he said to them, “This is what the LORD has commanded: ‘Tomorrow is a day of  l solemn rest, a holy Sabbath to the LORD; bake what you will bake and boil what you will boil, and all that is left over lay aside to be kept till the morning.’” 24[†]So they laid it aside till the morning, as Moses commanded them, and  m it did not stink, and there were no worms in it. 25Moses said, “Eat it today, for  l today is a Sabbath to the LORD; today you will not find it in the field. 26Six days you shall gather it, but on the seventh day, which is a Sabbath, there will be none.”

   27On the seventh day some of the people went out to gather, but they found none. 28And the LORD said to Moses,  n “How long will you refuse to keep my commandments and my laws? 29See! The LORD has given you the Sabbath; therefore on the sixth day he gives you bread for two days. Remain each of you in his place; let no one go out of his place on the seventh day.” 30So the people  o rested on the seventh day.

   31Now the house of Israel called its name  p manna. It was  q like coriander seed, white, and the taste of it was like wafers made with honey. 32[†]Moses said, “This is what the LORD has commanded: ‘Let an omer of it be kept throughout your generations, so that they may see the bread with which I fed you in the wilderness, when I brought you out of the land of Egypt.’” 33And Moses said to Aaron, “Take a  r jar, and put an omer of manna in it, and place it before the LORD to be kept throughout your generations.” 34As the LORD commanded Moses, so Aaron placed it before  s the testimony to be kept. 35[†]The people of Israel  t ate the manna forty years, till they came to a habitable land. They ate the manna till  u they came to the border of the land of Canaan. 36(An omer is  v the tenth part of an ephah.) [3]

  Water from the Rock

   EXODUS 17  w All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by stages, according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2[†] x Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you  y test the LORD?” 3But the people thirsted there for water, and  z the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready  a to stone me.” 5And the LORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with  b which you struck the Nile, and go. 6[†] c Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7[†]And he called the name of the place  d Massah [1] and  e Meribah, [2] because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

  Israel Defeats Amalek

   8[†] f Then Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim. 9[†]So Moses said to  g Joshua, “Choose for us men, and go out and fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with  h the staff of God in my hand.” 10So  g Joshua did as Moses told him, and fought with Amalek, while Moses, Aaron, and  i Hur went up to the top of the hill. 11Whenever Moses  j held up his hand, Israel prevailed, and whenever he lowered his hand, Amalek prevailed. 12But Moses’ hands grew weary, so they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it, while Aaron and  i Hur held up his hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side. So his hands were steady until the going down of the sun. 13And  g Joshua overwhelmed Amalek and his people with the sword.

   14[†]Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write this as a memorial in a book and recite it in the ears of  g Joshua, that  k I will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven.” 15And Moses  l built an altar and called the name of it, The LORD Is My Banner, 16saying, “A hand upon the throne [3] of the LORD!  k The LORD will have war with Amalek from generation to generation.”

  Jethro’s Advice

   EXODUS 18 [†] m Jethro,  n the priest of Midian, Moses’ father-in-law, heard of all that God had done for Moses and for Israel his people, how the LORD had brought Israel out of Egypt. 2[†]Now Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, had taken Zipporah, Moses’ wife, after he had sent her home, 3[†]along with her  o two sons. The name of the one was Gershom ( p for he said,  q “I have been a sojourner [1] in a foreign land”), 4and the name of the other, Eliezer [2] (for he said, “The God of my father was my help, and delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh”). 5[†]Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, came with his sons and his wife to Moses in the wilderness where he was encamped at the  r mountain of God. 6And when he sent word to Moses, “I, [3] your father-in-law Jethro, am coming to you with your wife and her two sons with her,” 7Moses  s went out to meet his father-in-law and bowed down and  t kissed him. And they asked each other of their welfare and went into the tent. 8[†]Then Moses told his father-in-law  u all that the LORD had done to Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for Israel’s sake, all the hardship that had come upon them in the way, and how the LORD had delivered them. 9And Jethro rejoiced for all the good that the LORD had done to Israel, in that he had delivered them out of the hand of the Egyptians.

   10Jethro said,  v “Blessed be the LORD, who has delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians and out of the hand of Pharaoh and has delivered the people from under the hand of the Egyptians. 11Now I know that  w the LORD is greater than all gods, because in this affair they  x dealt arrogantly with the people.” [4] 12And Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, brought a burnt offering and sacrifices to God; and Aaron came with all the elders of Israel to eat bread with Moses’ father-in-law  y before God.

   13[†]The next day Moses sat to judge the people, and the people stood around Moses from morning till evening. 14When Moses’ father-in-law saw all that he was doing for the people, he said, “What is this that you are doing for the people? Why do you sit alone, and all the people stand around you from morning till evening?” 15And Moses said to his father-in-law, “Because  z the people come to me to inquire of God; 16 a when they have a dispute, they come to me and I decide between one person and another, and I  b make them know the statutes of God and his laws.” 17Moses’ father-in-law said to him, “What you are doing is not good. 18You and the people with you will certainly wear yourselves out, for the thing is too heavy for you.  c You are not able to do it alone. 19Now obey my voice; I will give you advice, and God be with you! You shall  d represent the people before God and  e bring their cases to God, 20and you shall warn them about the statutes and the laws, and make them know  f the way in which they must walk and  g what they must do. 21Moreover, look for  h able men from all the people, men who fear God, who are trustworthy and hate a bribe, and place such men over the people as chiefs of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties, and of tens. 22And  i let them judge the people at all times.  j Every great matter they shall bring to you, but any small matter they shall decide themselves. So it will be easier for you, and they will  k bear the burden with you. 23If you do this, God will direct you, you will be  l able to endure, and all this people also will go to their place in peace.”

   24So Moses listened to the voice of his father-in-law and did all that he had said. 25 m Moses chose able men out of all Israel and made them heads over the people, chiefs of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties, and of tens. 26And  n they judged the people at all times. Any hard case they brought to Moses, but any small matter they decided themselves. 27Then Moses let his father-in-law depart, and  o he went away to his own country.

  Israel at Mount Sinai

   EXODUS 19 [†]On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that day they  p came into the wilderness of Sinai. 2They set out from  q Rephidim and came into the wilderness of Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness. There Israel encamped before  r the mountain, 3while  s Moses went up to God.  t The LORD called to him out of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: 4[†] u You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how  v I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be  w my treasured possession among all peoples, for  x all the earth is mine; 6[†]and you shall be to me a  y kingdom of priests and  z a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.”

   7So Moses came and called the elders of the people and set before them all these words that the LORD had commanded him. 8 a All the people answered together and said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do.” And Moses reported the words of the people to the LORD. 9And the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I am coming to you  b in a thick cloud, that  c the people may hear when I speak with you, and may also  d believe you forever.”

  When Moses told the words of the people to the LORD, 10[†]the LORD said to Moses, “Go to the people and  e consecrate them today and tomorrow, and let them  f wash their garments 11and be ready for the third day. For on the third day  g the LORD will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. 12And you shall set limits for the people all around, saying, ‘Take care not to go up into the mountain or touch the edge of it.  h Whoever touches the mountain shall be put to death. 13No hand shall touch him, but he shall be stoned or shot; [1] whether beast or man, he shall not live.’ When  i the trumpet sounds a long blast, they shall come up to the mountain.” 14So Moses  j went down from the mountain to the people and  e consecrated the people;  f and they washed their garments. 15[†]And he said to the people, “Be ready for the  k third day;  l do not go near a woman.”

   16[†]On the morning of the  k third day there were  m thunders and lightnings and  n a thick cloud on the mountain and a very loud  o trumpet blast, so that all the people in the camp  p trembled. 17Then  q Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they took their stand at the foot of the mountain. 18Now  r Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the LORD had descended on it in fire. The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and  s the whole mountain trembled greatly. 19And as the  o sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and  t God answered him in thunder. 20The LORD came down on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain. And the LORD called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up.

   21And the LORD said to Moses, “Go down and warn the people, lest they break through to the LORD  u to look and many of them perish. 22[†]Also let the priests who come near to the LORD  v consecrate themselves, lest the LORD  w break out against them.” 23And Moses said to the LORD, “The people cannot come up to Mount Sinai, for you yourself warned us, saying,  x ‘Set limits around the mountain and consecrate it.’” 24And the LORD said to him, “Go down, and come up bringing Aaron with you. But do not let the priests and the people  y break through to come up to the LORD, lest he break out against them.” 25So Moses went down to the people and told them.

  The Ten Commandments

   EXODUS 20 [†] z And  a God spoke all these words, saying,

   2[†] b “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.

   3[†] c “You shall have no other gods before [1] me.

   4[†] d “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5[†] e You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am  f a jealous God,  g visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6but showing steadfast love to thousands [2] of those who love me and keep my commandments.

   7[†] h “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.

   8[†] i “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 j Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, 10but the  k seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the  l sojourner who is within your gates. 11For  m in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

   12[†] n “Honor your father and your mother,  o that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you.

   13[†] p “You shall not murder. [3]

   14 q “You shall not commit adultery.

   15 r “You shall not steal.

   16[†] s “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

   17[†] t “You shall not covet  u your neighbor’s house;  v you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.”

   18Now when all the people saw  w the thunder and the flashes of lightning and the sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking, the people were afraid [4] and trembled, and they stood far off 19and said to Moses,  x “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, lest we die.” 20 y Moses said to the people, “Do not fear, for God has come to  z test you, that the fear of him may be before you, that you may not sin.” 21The people stood far off, while Moses drew near to the  a thick darkness where God was.


	


  Laws About Altars

   22[†]And the LORD said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the people of Israel: ‘You have seen for yourselves that I have  b talked with you from heaven. 23 c You shall not make gods of silver to be with me, nor shall you make for yourselves gods of gold. 24An altar of earth you shall make for me and sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and your oxen.  d In every place where I cause my name to be remembered I will come to you and  e bless you. 25 f If you make me an altar of stone,  g you shall not build it of hewn stones, for if you wield your tool on it you profane it. 26And you shall not go up by steps to my altar, that your nakedness be not exposed on it.’

  Laws About Slaves

   EXODUS 21 [†]“Now these are the  h rules that you shall set before them. 2[†] i When you buy a Hebrew slave, [1] he shall serve six years, and in the seventh he shall go out free, for nothing. 3If he comes in single, he shall go out single; if he comes in married, then his wife shall go out with him. 4If his master gives him a wife and she bears him sons or daughters, the wife and her children shall be her master’s, and he shall go out alone. 5[†]But  j if the slave plainly says, ‘I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not go out free,’ 6then his master shall bring him to  k God, and he shall bring him to the door or the doorpost. And his master shall bore his ear through with an awl, and he shall be his slave forever.

   7[†]“When a man  l sells his daughter as a slave, she shall not go out as the male slaves do. 8If she does not please her master, who has designated her [2] for himself, then he shall let her be redeemed. He shall have no right to sell her to a foreign people, since he has broken faith with her. 9If he designates her for his son, he shall deal with her as with a daughter. 10If he takes another wife to himself, he shall not diminish her food, her clothing, or  m her marital rights. 11And if he does not do these three things for her, she shall go out for nothing, without payment of money.

   12 n “Whoever strikes a man so that he dies shall be put to death. 13[†] o But if he did not lie in wait for him, but God let him fall into his hand, then  p I will appoint for you a place to which he may flee. 14But if a man willfully attacks another to kill him by cunning,  q you shall take him from my altar, that he may die.

   15“Whoever strikes his father or his mother shall be put to death.

   16 r “Whoever steals a man and sells him, and anyone found  s in possession of him, shall be put to death.

   17[†] t “Whoever curses [3] his father or his mother shall be put to death.

   18“When men quarrel and one strikes the other with a stone or with his fist and the man does not die but takes to his bed, 19then if the man rises again and walks outdoors with his staff, he who struck him shall be clear; only he shall pay for the loss of his time, and shall have him thoroughly healed.

   20[†]“When a man strikes his slave, male or female, with a rod and the slave dies under his hand, he shall be avenged. 21But if the slave survives a day or two, he is not to be avenged, for the  u slave is his money.

   22[†]“When men strive together and hit a pregnant woman, so that her children come out, but there is no harm, the one who hit her shall surely be fined, as the woman’s husband shall impose on him, and  v he shall pay as the  w judges determine. 23[†]But if there is harm, [4] then you shall pay  x life for life, 24 y eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 25burn for burn, wound for wound, stripe for stripe.

   26“When a man strikes the eye of his slave, male or female, and destroys it, he shall let the slave go free because of his eye. 27If he knocks out the tooth of his slave, male or female, he shall let the slave go free because of his tooth.

   28[†]“When an ox gores a man or a woman to death, the  z ox shall be stoned, and its flesh shall not be eaten, but the owner of the ox shall not be liable. 29But if the ox has been accustomed to gore in the past, and its owner has been warned but has not kept it in, and it kills a man or a woman, the ox shall be stoned, and its owner also shall be put to death. 30If  a a ransom is imposed on him, then  v he shall give for the redemption of his life whatever is imposed on him. 31If it gores a man’s son or daughter, he shall be dealt with according to this same rule. 32If the ox gores a slave, male or female, the owner shall give to their master  b thirty shekels [5] of silver, and  z the ox shall be stoned.

  Laws About Restitution

   33[†]“When a man opens a pit, or when a man digs a pit and does not cover it, and an ox or a donkey falls into it, 34the owner of the pit shall make restoration. He shall give money to its owner, and the dead beast shall be his.

   35“When one man’s ox butts another’s, so that it dies, then they shall sell the live ox and share its price, and the dead beast also they shall share. 36Or if it is known that the ox has been accustomed to gore in the past, and its owner has not kept it in, he shall repay ox for ox, and the dead beast shall be his.

   EXODUS 22  [1] “If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and kills it or sells it, he shall repay five oxen for an ox, and  c four sheep for a sheep. 2[†] [2] If a thief is found  d breaking in and is struck so that he dies, there shall be no bloodguilt for him, 3but if the sun has risen on him, there shall be bloodguilt for him. He shall surely pay. If he has nothing, then  e he shall be sold for his theft. 4If the stolen beast  f is found alive in his possession, whether it is an ox or a donkey or a sheep,  g he shall pay double.

   5“If a man causes a field or vineyard to be grazed over, or lets his beast loose and it feeds in another man’s field, he shall make restitution from the best in his own field and in his own vineyard.

   6“If fire breaks out and catches in thorns so that the stacked grain or the standing grain or the field is consumed, he who started the fire shall make full restitution.

   7“If a man gives to his neighbor money or goods to keep safe, and it is stolen from the man’s house, then, if the thief is found,  g he shall pay double. 8If the thief is not found, the owner of the house shall come near to God to show whether or not he has put his hand to his neighbor’s property. 9[†]For every breach of trust, whether it is for an ox, for a donkey, for a sheep, for a cloak, or for any kind of lost thing, of which one says, ‘This is it,’ the case of both parties shall come before God. The one whom God condemns shall pay double to his neighbor.

   10“If a man gives to his neighbor a donkey or an ox or a sheep or any beast to keep safe, and it dies or is injured or is driven away, without anyone seeing it, 11 h an oath by the LORD shall be between them both to see whether or not he has put his hand to his neighbor’s property. The owner shall accept the oath, and he shall not make restitution. 12But if  i it is stolen from him, he shall make restitution to its owner. 13If it is torn by beasts, let him bring it as evidence. He shall not make restitution for what has been torn.

   14“If a man borrows anything of his neighbor, and it is injured or dies, the owner not being with it, he shall make full restitution. 15If the owner was with it, he shall not make restitution; if it was hired, it came for its hiring fee. [3]

  Laws About Social Justice

   16[†] j “If a man seduces a virgin [4] who is not betrothed and lies with her, he shall give the bride-price [5] for her and make her his wife. 17If her father utterly refuses to give her to him,  j he shall pay money equal to the  k bride-price for virgins.

   18 l “You shall not permit a sorceress to live.

   19 m “Whoever lies with an animal shall be put to death.

   20 n “Whoever sacrifices to any god, other than the LORD alone, shall be devoted to destruction. [6]

   21 o “You shall not wrong a sojourner or oppress him, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt. 22[†] p You shall not mistreat any widow or fatherless child. 23If you do mistreat them, and they  q cry out to me, I will surely  r hear their cry, 24and my wrath will burn, and I will kill you with the sword, and  s your wives shall become widows and your children fatherless.

   25 t “If you lend money to any of my people with you who is poor, you shall not be like a moneylender to him, and you shall not exact interest from him. 26 u If ever you take your neighbor’s cloak in pledge, you shall return it to him before the sun goes down, 27for that is his only covering, and it is his cloak for his body; in what else shall he sleep? And if he  q cries to me, I will hear, for I am  v compassionate.

   28 w “You shall not revile God, nor  w curse a ruler of your people.

   29“You shall not delay to offer from the fullness of your harvest and from the outflow of your presses.  x The firstborn of your sons you shall give to me. 30 y You shall do the same with your oxen and with your sheep:  z seven days it shall be with its mother; on the eighth day you shall give it to me.

   31 a “You shall be consecrated to me. Therefore  b you shall not eat any flesh that is torn by beasts in the field;  c you shall throw it to the dogs.

   EXODUS 23  d “You shall not spread a false report. You shall not join hands with a wicked man to be a  e malicious witness. 2You shall not fall in with the many to do evil, nor shall you bear witness in a lawsuit, siding with the many, so as to pervert justice, 3 f nor shall you be partial to a poor man in his lawsuit.

   4[†] g “If you meet your enemy’s ox or his donkey going astray, you shall bring it back to him. 5If you see the donkey of one who hates you lying down under its burden, you shall refrain from leaving him with it; you shall rescue it with him.

   6[†] h “You shall not pervert the justice due to your poor in his lawsuit. 7 d Keep far from a false charge, and  i do not kill the innocent and righteous, for  j I will not acquit the wicked. 8 k And you shall take no bribe, for a bribe blinds the clear-sighted and subverts the cause of those who are in the right.

   9 l “You shall not oppress a sojourner. You know the heart of a sojourner, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt.

  Laws About the Sabbath and Festivals

   10[†] m “For six years you shall sow your land and gather in its yield, 11but the seventh year you shall let it rest and lie fallow, that the poor of your people may eat; and what they leave the beasts of the field may eat. You shall do likewise with your vineyard, and with your olive orchard.

   12 n “Six days you shall do your work, but on the seventh day you shall rest; that your ox and your donkey may have rest, and the son of your servant woman, and the alien, may be refreshed.

   13 o “Pay attention to all that I have said to you, and make no mention of the names of other gods, nor let it be heard on your lips.

   14[†] p “Three times in the year you shall keep a feast to me. 15 q You shall keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread. As I commanded you, you shall eat unleavened bread for seven days at the appointed time in the month of  r Abib, for in it you came out of Egypt.  s None shall appear before me empty-handed. 16You shall keep  t the Feast of Harvest, of the firstfruits of your labor, of what you sow in the field. You shall keep the  u Feast of Ingathering at the end of the year, when you gather in from the field the fruit of your labor. 17 p Three times in the year shall all your males appear before the Lord GOD.

   18 v “You shall not offer the blood of my sacrifice with anything leavened, or let the fat of my feast remain until the morning.

   19[†]“The best of the  w firstfruits of your ground you shall bring into the house of the LORD your God.

   x “You shall not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk.

  Conquest of Canaan Promised

   20[†] y “Behold, I send an angel before you to guard you on the way and to bring you to the place that I have prepared. 21Pay careful attention to him and obey his voice;  z do not rebel against him,  a for he will not pardon your transgression, for my name is in him.

   22“But if you carefully obey his voice and do all that I say, then  b I will be an enemy to your enemies and an adversary to your adversaries.

   23 y “When my angel goes before you and brings you  c to the Amorites and the Hittites and the Perizzites and the Canaanites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, and I blot them out, 24[†]you shall  d not bow down to their gods nor serve them,  e nor do as they do, but  f you shall utterly overthrow them and break their  g pillars in pieces. 25You  h shall serve the LORD your God, and  i he [1] will bless your bread and your water, and  j I will take sickness away from among you. 26 k None shall miscarry or be barren in your land; I will fulfill the  l number of your days. 27I will send  m my terror before you and will throw into  n confusion all the people against whom you shall come, and I will make all your enemies turn their backs to you. 28And  o I will send hornets [2] before you, which shall drive out the Hivites, the Canaanites, and the Hittites from before you. 29 p I will not drive them out from before you in one year, lest the land become desolate and the wild beasts multiply against you. 30Little by little I will drive them out from before you, until you have increased and possess the land. 31 q And I will set your border from the Red Sea to the Sea of the Philistines, and from the wilderness to the Euphrates, [3] for  r I will give the inhabitants of the land into your hand, and you shall drive them out before you. 32 s You shall make no covenant with them and their gods. 33They shall not dwell in your land, lest they make you sin against me; for if you serve their gods,  t it will surely be a snare to you.”

  The Covenant Confirmed

   EXODUS 24 [†]Then he said to Moses, “Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron,  u Nadab, and Abihu, and  v seventy of the elders of Israel, and worship from afar. 2Moses  w alone shall come near to the LORD, but the others shall not come near, and the people shall not come up with him.”

   3Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and  x all the rules. [1] And all the people answered with one voice and said,  y “All the words that the LORD has spoken we will do.” 4[†]And  z Moses wrote down all the words of the LORD. He rose early in the morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve  a pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5[†]And he sent young men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the LORD. 6[†]And  b Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he threw against the altar. 7[†]Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it in the hearing of the people. And they said,  x “All that the LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” 8 c And Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.”

   9[†]Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and  d seventy of the elders of Israel  e went up, 10and they  f saw the God of Israel. There was under his feet as it were a pavement of  g sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness. 11And he did not lay his hand on the chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and  h ate and drank.

   12The LORD said to Moses,  i “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there, that I may give you the  j tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” 13[†]So Moses rose with his assistant  k Joshua, and Moses went up  l into the mountain of God. 14And he said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we return to you. And behold, Aaron and  m Hur are with you. Whoever has a dispute, let him go to them.”

   15Then Moses went up on the mountain, and  n the cloud covered the mountain. 16 o The glory of the LORD dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 17[†]Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a  p devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 18Moses entered the cloud and went up on the mountain. And Moses  q was on the mountain forty days and forty nights.

  Contributions for the Sanctuary

   EXODUS 25 [†]The LORD said to Moses, 2 r “Speak to the people of Israel, that they take for me a contribution. From  s every man whose heart moves him you shall receive the contribution for me. 3And this is the contribution that you shall receive from them: gold, silver, and bronze, 4 t blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, goats’ hair, 5tanned  u rams’ skins, goatskins, [1] acacia wood, 6 v oil for the lamps,  w spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, 7onyx stones, and stones for setting, for the  x ephod and for the breastpiece. 8[†]And let them make me a  y sanctuary, that  z I may dwell in their midst. 9[†] a Exactly as I show you concerning the pattern of the  b tabernacle, and of all its furniture, so you shall make it.

  The Ark of the Covenant

   10[†] c “They shall make an ark of acacia wood. Two cubits [2] and a half shall be its length, a cubit and a half its breadth, and a cubit and a half its height. 11You shall overlay it with  d pure gold, inside and outside shall you overlay it, and you shall make on it a molding of gold around it. 12You shall cast four rings of gold for it and put them on its  e four feet, two rings on the one side of it, and two rings on the other side of it. 13You shall make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. 14And you shall put the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark to carry the ark by them. 15The  f poles shall remain in the rings of the ark; they shall not be taken from it. 16 g And you shall put into the ark the  h testimony that I shall give you.

   17[†] i “You shall make a mercy seat [3] of pure gold. Two cubits and a half shall be its length, and a cubit and a half its breadth. 18And you shall make two cherubim of gold; of  j hammered work shall you make them, on the two ends of the mercy seat. 19Make one cherub on the one end, and one cherub on the other end.  k Of one piece with the mercy seat shall you make the cherubim on its two ends. 20 l The cherubim shall spread out their wings above, overshadowing the mercy seat with their wings, their faces one to another; toward the mercy seat shall the faces of the cherubim be. 21And you shall put the mercy seat on the top of the ark, and in the ark you shall put the testimony that I shall give you. 22 m There I will meet with you, and from above the mercy seat, from  n between the two cherubim that are on the ark of the testimony, I will speak with you about all that I will give you in commandment for the people of Israel.

  The Table for Bread

   23[†] o “You shall make a table of acacia wood. Two cubits shall be its length, a cubit its breadth, and a cubit and a half its height. 24You shall overlay it with  p pure gold and make a molding of gold around it. 25And you shall make a rim around it a handbreadth [4] wide, and a molding of gold around the rim. 26And you shall make for it four rings of gold, and fasten the rings to the four corners at its four legs. 27Close to the frame the rings shall lie, as  q holders for the poles to carry the table. 28You shall make the poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with gold, and the table shall be carried with these. 29And you shall make its plates and  r dishes for incense, and its flagons and bowls with which to pour drink offerings; you shall make them of pure gold. 30And you shall set the  s bread of the Presence on the table before me regularly.

  The Golden Lampstand

   31[†] t “You shall make a lampstand of pure gold. The lampstand shall be made of hammered work: its base, its stem, its cups, its calyxes, and its flowers shall be of one piece with it. 32And there shall be six branches going out of its sides, three branches of the lampstand out of one side of it and three branches of the lampstand out of the other side of it; 33three cups made like almond blossoms, each with calyx and flower, on one branch, and three cups made like almond blossoms, each with calyx and flower, on the other branch—so for the six branches going out of the lampstand. 34And on the lampstand itself there shall be four cups made like almond blossoms, with their calyxes and flowers, 35and a calyx of one piece with it under each pair of the six branches going out from the lampstand. 36Their calyxes and their branches shall be of one piece with it, the whole of it a single piece of hammered work of pure gold. 37You shall make seven lamps for it. And the lamps  u shall be set up so as  v to give light on the space in front of it. 38Its tongs and their trays shall be of pure gold. 39It shall be made, with all these utensils, out of a talent [5] of pure gold. 40And  w see that you make them after the pattern for them, which is being shown you on the mountain.

  The Tabernacle

   EXODUS 26 [†]“Moreover,  x you shall make the  y tabernacle with ten curtains of  z fine twined linen and blue and purple and scarlet yarns; you shall make them with cherubim  z skillfully worked into them. 2The length of each curtain shall be twenty-eight cubits, [1] and the breadth of each curtain four cubits; all the curtains shall be the same size. 3Five curtains shall be coupled to one another, and the other five curtains shall be coupled to one another. 4And you shall make loops of blue on the edge of the outermost curtain in the first set. Likewise you shall make loops on the edge of the outermost curtain in the second set. 5Fifty loops you shall make on the one curtain, and fifty loops you shall make on the edge of the curtain that is in the second set; the loops shall be opposite one another. 6And you shall make fifty clasps of gold, and couple the curtains one to the other with the clasps, so that the tabernacle may be a single whole.

   7“You shall also make  a curtains of goats’ hair for a tent over the tabernacle; eleven curtains shall you make. 8The length of each curtain shall be thirty cubits, and the breadth of each curtain four cubits. The eleven curtains shall be the same size. 9You shall couple five curtains by themselves, and six curtains by themselves, and the sixth curtain you shall double over at the front of the tent. 10You shall make fifty loops on the edge of the curtain that is outermost in one set, and fifty loops on the edge of the curtain that is outermost in the second set.

   11“You shall make fifty clasps of bronze, and put the clasps into the loops, and couple the tent together that it may be a single whole. 12And the part that remains of the curtains of the tent, the half curtain that remains, shall hang over the back of the tabernacle. 13And the extra that remains in the length of the curtains, the cubit on the one side, and the cubit on the other side, shall hang over the sides of the tabernacle, on this side and that side, to cover it. 14 b And you shall make for the tent a covering of tanned  c rams’ skins and a covering of goatskins on top.

   15“You shall make upright frames for the tabernacle of acacia wood. 16Ten cubits shall be the length of a frame, and a cubit and a half the breadth of each frame. 17There shall be two tenons in each frame, for fitting together. So shall you do for all the frames of the tabernacle. 18You shall make the frames for the tabernacle: twenty frames for the south side; 19and forty bases of silver you shall make under the twenty frames, two bases under one frame for its two tenons, and two bases under the next frame for its two tenons; 20and for the second side of the tabernacle, on the north side twenty frames, 21and their forty bases of silver, two bases under one frame, and two bases under the next frame. 22And for the rear of the tabernacle westward you shall make six frames. 23And you shall make two frames for corners of the tabernacle in the rear; 24they shall be separate beneath, but joined at the top, at the first ring. Thus shall it be with both of them; they shall form the two corners. 25And there shall be eight frames, with their bases of silver, sixteen bases; two bases under one frame, and two bases under another frame.

   26“You shall make bars of acacia wood, five for the frames of the one side of the tabernacle, 27and five bars for the frames of the other side of the tabernacle, and five bars for the frames of the side of the tabernacle at the rear westward. 28The middle bar, halfway up the frames, shall run from end to end. 29You shall overlay the frames with gold and shall make their rings of gold for  d holders for the bars, and you shall overlay the bars with gold. 30[†]Then you shall erect the tabernacle  e according to the plan for it that you were shown on the mountain.

   31 f “And you shall make a veil of blue and purple and scarlet yarns and  g fine twined linen. It shall be made with cherubim  g skillfully worked into it. 32And you shall hang it on four pillars of acacia overlaid with gold, with hooks of gold, on four bases of silver. 33[†]And you shall hang  f the veil from the clasps, and bring  h the ark of the testimony in there within the veil. And the veil shall separate for you the Holy Place from the Most Holy. 34 i You shall put the mercy seat on the ark of the testimony in the Most Holy Place. 35And  j you shall set the table outside the veil, and the  k lampstand on the south side of the tabernacle opposite the table, and you shall put the table on the north side.

   36“You shall make a  l screen for the entrance of the tent, of  m blue and purple and scarlet yarns and  g fine twined linen, embroidered with needlework. 37And you shall make for the screen five pillars of acacia, and overlay them with gold. Their hooks shall be of gold, and you shall cast five bases of bronze for them.

  The Bronze Altar

   EXODUS 27 [†]“You shall make the  n altar of acacia wood, five cubits [1] long and five cubits broad. The altar shall be square, and its height shall be three cubits. 2[†]And you shall make  o horns for it on its four corners; its horns shall be of one piece with it, and  p you shall overlay it with bronze. 3You shall make pots for it to receive its ashes, and shovels and basins and  q forks and fire pans. You shall make all its utensils of bronze. 4You shall also make for it a grating, a network of bronze, and on the net you shall make four bronze rings at its four corners. 5And you shall set it under the ledge of the altar so that the net extends halfway down the altar. 6And you shall make poles for the altar, poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with bronze. 7And the poles shall be put through the rings, so that the poles are on the two sides of the altar when it is carried. 8You shall make it hollow, with boards.  r As it has been shown you on the mountain, so shall it be made.

  The Court of the Tabernacle

   9[†] s “You shall make the court of the tabernacle. On the south side the court shall have hangings of fine twined linen a hundred cubits long for one side. 10[†]Its twenty pillars and their twenty bases shall be of bronze, but the hooks of the pillars and their fillets shall be of silver. 11And likewise for its length on the north side there shall be hangings a hundred cubits long, its pillars twenty and their bases twenty, of bronze, but the hooks of the pillars and their fillets shall be of silver. 12And for the breadth of the court on the west side there shall be hangings for fifty cubits, with ten pillars and ten bases. 13[†]The breadth of the court on the front to the east shall be fifty cubits. 14The hangings for the one side of the gate shall be fifteen cubits, with their three pillars and three bases. 15On the other side the hangings shall be fifteen cubits, with their three pillars and three bases. 16For the gate of the court there shall be  t a screen twenty cubits long, of blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, embroidered with needlework. It shall have four pillars and with them four bases. 17All the pillars around the court shall be filleted with silver. Their hooks shall be of silver, and their bases of bronze. 18The length of the court shall be a hundred cubits, the breadth fifty, and the height five cubits, with hangings of fine twined linen and bases of bronze. 19All the utensils of the tabernacle for every use, and all its pegs and all the pegs of the court, shall be of bronze.

  Oil for the Lamp

   20 u “You shall command the people of Israel that they bring to you pure beaten olive oil for the light, that a lamp may regularly be set up to burn. 21 v In the tent of meeting,  w outside the veil that is before the testimony, Aaron and his sons shall tend it from evening to morning before the LORD. It shall be a statute forever to be observed throughout their generations by the people of Israel.

  The Priests’ Garments

   EXODUS 28 “Then bring near to you  x Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the people of Israel, to serve me as priests—Aaron and Aaron’s sons,  y Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 2[†] z And you shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory and for beauty. 3You shall speak to all the  a skillful, whom I have filled with a spirit of skill, that they make Aaron’s garments to consecrate him for my priesthood. 4These are the garments that they shall make: a  b breastpiece, an  c ephod,  d a robe,  e a coat of checker work,  e a turban, and  e a sash. They shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother and his sons to serve me as priests. 5They shall receive  f gold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen.

   6 g “And they shall make the ephod of gold, of blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and of fine twined linen, skillfully worked. 7It shall have two shoulder pieces attached to its two edges, so that it may be joined together. 8And the  h skillfully woven band on it shall be made like it and be of one piece with it, of gold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen. 9[†]You shall take two onyx stones, and engrave on them the names of the sons of Israel, 10six of their names on the one stone, and the names of the remaining six on the other stone, in the order of their birth. 11As a jeweler engraves signets, so shall you engrave the two stones with the names of the sons of Israel. You shall enclose them in settings of gold filigree. 12And you shall set the two stones on the shoulder pieces of the ephod, as stones of remembrance for the sons of Israel. And  i Aaron shall bear their names before the LORD on his two shoulders  j for remembrance. 13You shall make settings of gold filigree, 14and two chains of pure gold, twisted like cords; and you shall attach the corded chains to the settings.

   15 k “You shall make a breastpiece of judgment, in skilled work. In the style of the ephod you shall make it—of gold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen shall you make it. 16It shall be square and doubled, a span [1] its length and a span its breadth. 17 l You shall set in it four rows of stones. A row of sardius, [2] topaz, and carbuncle shall be the first row; 18and the second row an emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond; 19and the third row a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst; 20and the fourth row a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper. They shall be set in gold filigree. 21There shall be twelve stones with their names according to the names of the sons of Israel. They shall be like signets, each engraved with its name, for the twelve tribes. 22You shall make for the breastpiece twisted chains like cords, of pure gold. 23And you shall make for the breastpiece two rings of gold, and put the two rings on the two edges of the breastpiece. 24And you shall put the two cords of gold in the two rings at the edges of the breastpiece. 25The two ends of the two cords you shall attach to the two settings of filigree, and so attach it in front to the shoulder pieces of the ephod. 26You shall make two rings of gold, and put them at the two ends of the breastpiece, on its inside edge next to the ephod. 27And you shall make two rings of gold, and attach them in front to the lower part of the two shoulder pieces of the ephod, at its seam above the  m skillfully woven band of the ephod. 28And they shall bind the breastpiece by its rings to the rings of the ephod with a lace of blue, so that it may lie on the skillfully woven band of the ephod, so that the breastpiece shall not come loose from the ephod. 29 n So Aaron shall bear the names of the sons of Israel in the breastpiece of judgment on his heart, when he goes into the Holy Place, to bring them to regular  o remembrance before the LORD. 30[†]And in the breastpiece of judgment  p you shall put the Urim and the Thummim, and they shall be on Aaron’s heart, when he goes in before the LORD. Thus Aaron shall bear the judgment of the people of Israel on his heart before the LORD regularly.

   31 q “You shall make the robe of the ephod all of blue. 32It shall have an opening for the head in the middle of it, with a woven binding around the opening, like the opening in a garment, [3] so that it may not tear. 33On its hem you shall make pomegranates of blue and purple and scarlet yarns, around its hem, with bells of gold between them, 34a golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a pomegranate, around the hem of the robe. 35[†]And it shall be on Aaron when he ministers, and its sound shall be heard when he goes into the Holy Place before the LORD, and when he comes out, so that he does not die.

   36[†]“You shall make  r a plate of pure gold and engrave on it, like the engraving of a signet,  s ‘Holy to the LORD.’ 37And you shall fasten it on the turban by a cord of blue. It shall be on the front of the turban. 38It shall be on Aaron’s forehead, and Aaron shall  t bear any guilt from the holy things that the people of Israel consecrate as their holy gifts. It shall regularly be on his forehead, that they may be accepted before the LORD.

   39“You shall weave the coat in checker work of fine linen, and you shall make a turban of fine linen, and you shall make a sash embroidered with needlework.

   40 u “For Aaron’s sons you shall make coats and sashes and caps. You shall make them  v for glory and beauty. 41And you shall put them on Aaron your brother, and on his sons with him, and shall  w anoint them and ordain them and  x consecrate them, that they may serve me as priests. 42[†]You shall make for them  y linen undergarments to cover their naked flesh. They shall reach from the hips to the thighs; 43and they shall be on Aaron and on his sons when they go into the tent of meeting or when they come near the altar to minister in the Holy Place, lest they  z bear guilt and die.  a This shall be a statute forever for him and for his offspring after him.

  Consecration of the Priests

   EXODUS 29 [†]“Now this is what you shall do to them to consecrate them, that they may serve me as priests.  b Take one bull of the herd and two rams without blemish, 2 c and unleavened bread, unleavened cakes mixed with oil, and unleavened wafers smeared with oil. You shall make them of fine wheat flour. 3You shall put them in one basket and bring them in the basket, and bring the bull and the two rams. 4You shall bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance of the tent of meeting and  d wash them with water. 5Then  e you shall take the garments, and put on Aaron the coat and the robe of the ephod, and the ephod, and the breastpiece, and gird him with the  f skillfully woven band of the ephod. 6 g And you shall set the turban on his head and put the holy crown on the turban. 7[†]You shall take  h the anointing oil and pour it on his head and anoint him. 8Then you  i shall bring his sons and put coats on them, 9and you shall gird Aaron and his sons with  j sashes and bind caps on them. And  k the priesthood shall be theirs by a statute forever. Thus you shall  l ordain Aaron and his sons.

   10[†]“Then you shall bring the bull before the tent of meeting.  m Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on the head of the bull. 11Then you shall kill the bull before the LORD at the entrance of the tent of meeting, 12and  n shall take part of the blood of the bull and put it on the  o horns of the altar with your finger, and the rest of [1] the blood you shall pour out at the base of the altar. 13And you shall take all  p the fat that covers the entrails, and the long lobe of the liver, and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them, and burn them on the altar. 14But the flesh of the bull and its skin and its dung you shall burn with fire  q outside the camp;  r it is a sin offering.

   15[†]“Then  s you shall take one of the rams, and  t Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on the head of the ram, 16and you shall kill the ram and shall take its blood and throw it against the sides of the altar. 17Then you shall  u cut the ram into pieces, and wash its entrails and its legs, and put them with its pieces and its head, 18and burn the whole ram on the altar. It is a burnt offering to the LORD. It is a  v pleasing aroma, a food offering [2] to the LORD.

   19[†] w “You shall take the other ram,  t and Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on the head of the ram, 20[†]and you shall kill the ram and take part of its blood and put it on the tip of the right ear of Aaron and on the tips of the right ears of his sons, and on the thumbs of their right hands and on the great toes of their right feet, and throw the rest of the blood against the sides of the altar. 21Then you shall take part of the blood that is on the altar, and of the  x anointing oil, and sprinkle it on Aaron and his garments, and on his sons and his sons’ garments with him. He and his garments shall be holy, and his sons and his sons’ garments with him.

   22“You shall also take the fat from the ram and the fat tail and the  y fat that covers the entrails, and the long lobe of the liver and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them, and the right thigh (for it is a ram of  z ordination), 23and  a one loaf of bread and one cake of bread made with oil, and one wafer out of the basket of unleavened bread that is before the LORD. 24You shall put all these on the palms of Aaron and on the palms of his sons, and  b wave them for a wave offering before the LORD. 25Then  c you shall take them from their hands and burn them on the altar on top of the burnt offering, as a  d pleasing aroma before the LORD. It is a food offering to the LORD.

   26“You shall take the  e breast of the ram of Aaron’s  f ordination and  g wave it for a wave offering before the LORD, and it shall be your portion. 27[†]And you shall consecrate the  h breast of the wave offering that is waved and the  i thigh of the priests’ portion that is contributed from the ram of  f ordination, from what was Aaron’s and his sons’. 28It shall be for Aaron and his sons as a  j perpetual due from the people of Israel, for it is a  g contribution. It shall be a  g contribution from the people of Israel from their peace offerings, their contribution to the LORD.

   29“The holy garments of Aaron  k shall be for his sons after him; they shall  l be anointed in them and ordained in them. 30The son who succeeds him as priest, who comes into the tent of meeting to minister in the Holy Place, shall wear them  m seven days.

   31[†]“You shall take the ram of ordination and  n boil its flesh in a holy place. 32And Aaron and his sons shall eat the flesh of the ram and the  o bread that is in the basket in the entrance of the tent of meeting. 33 p They shall eat those things with which atonement was made at their ordination and consecration, but an  q outsider shall not eat of them, because they are holy. 34And if any of the flesh for the ordination or of the bread remain until the morning, then you shall  r burn the remainder with fire. It shall not be eaten, because it is holy.

   35[†]“Thus you shall do to Aaron and to his sons, according to all that I have commanded you. Through  s seven days shall you ordain them, 36and every day you shall offer a  t bull as a sin offering for atonement. Also you shall purify the altar, when you make atonement for it, and shall  u anoint it to consecrate it. 37Seven days you shall make atonement for the altar and consecrate it, and the  v altar shall be most holy.  w Whatever touches the altar shall become holy.

   38“Now this is what you shall offer on the altar:  x two lambs a year old  y day by day regularly. 39One lamb you shall offer  z in the morning, and the other lamb you shall offer  a at twilight. 40And with the first lamb a tenth measure [3] of fine flour mingled with a fourth of a hin [4] of beaten oil, and a fourth of a hin of wine for a drink offering. 41The other lamb you shall offer  a at twilight, and shall offer with it a grain offering and its drink offering, as  b in the morning, for a  c pleasing aroma, a food offering to the LORD. 42It shall be a  d regular burnt offering throughout your generations at the entrance of the tent of meeting before the LORD,  e where I will meet with you, to speak to you there. 43There I will meet with the people of Israel, and it shall be  f sanctified by my glory. 44I will consecrate the tent of meeting and the altar.  g Aaron also and his sons I will consecrate to serve me as priests. 45 h I will dwell among the people of Israel and will be their God. 46And they shall know that  i I am the LORD their God, who brought them out of the land of Egypt that I might dwell among them. I am the LORD their God.

  The Altar of Incense

   EXODUS 30 [†] j “You shall make  k an altar on which to burn incense; you shall make it of acacia wood. 2A cubit [1] shall be its length, and a cubit its breadth. It shall be square, and two cubits shall be its height.  l Its horns shall be of one piece with it. 3You shall  m overlay it with pure gold, its top and around its sides and its horns. And you shall make a molding of gold around it. 4And you shall make two golden rings for it. Under its molding on two opposite sides of it you shall make them, and they shall be  n holders for poles with which to carry it. 5You shall make the poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. 6[†]And you shall put it in front of the veil that is above the ark of the testimony, in front of the  o mercy seat that is above the testimony, where I will meet with you. 7And Aaron shall  p burn fragrant incense on it. Every morning when he  q dresses the lamps he shall burn it, 8and when Aaron sets up the lamps at twilight, he shall burn it, a regular incense offering before the LORD throughout your generations. 9[†]You shall not offer  r unauthorized incense on it, or a burnt offering, or a grain offering, and you shall not pour a drink offering on it. 10 s Aaron shall make atonement on its horns once a year. With the blood of the  t sin offering of atonement he shall make atonement for it once in the year throughout your generations. It is most holy to the LORD.”

  The Census Tax

   11[†]The LORD said to Moses, 12[†] u “When you take the census of the people of Israel, then each shall give  v a ransom for his life to the LORD when you number them, that there be no plague among them when you number them. 13Each one who is numbered in the census shall give this: half a shekel [2] according to the  w shekel of the sanctuary (the  x shekel is twenty gerahs), [3]  y half a shekel as an offering to the LORD. 14Everyone who is numbered in the census, from twenty years old and upward, shall give the LORD’s offering. 15The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not give less, than  y the half shekel, when you give the LORD’s offering to make atonement for your lives. 16You shall take the atonement money from the people of Israel and shall  z give it for the service of the tent of meeting, that it may bring the people of Israel to  a remembrance before the LORD, so as to make atonement for your lives.”

  The Bronze Basin

   17[†]The LORD said to Moses, 18“You shall also make a  b basin of bronze, with its stand of bronze, for washing.  b You shall put it between the tent of meeting and the altar, and you shall put water in it, 19with which Aaron and his sons  c shall wash their hands and their feet. 20[†]When they go into the tent of meeting, or when they come near the altar to minister, to burn a food offering [4] to the LORD, they shall wash with water, so that they may not die. 21They shall wash their hands and their feet, so that they may not die. It shall  d be a statute forever to them, even to him and to his offspring throughout their generations.”

  The Anointing Oil and Incense

   22[†]The LORD said to Moses, 23“Take the  e finest spices: of liquid myrrh 500 shekels, and of sweet-smelling cinnamon half as much, that is, 250, and 250 of  f aromatic cane, 24and 500 of cassia, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, and a  g hin [5] of olive oil. 25And you shall make of these a sacred anointing oil blended as by the  h perfumer; it shall be a  i holy anointing oil. 26 j With it you shall anoint the tent of meeting and the ark of the testimony, 27and the table and all its utensils, and the lampstand and its utensils, and the altar of incense, 28and the altar of burnt offering with all its utensils and the  k basin and its stand. 29You shall consecrate them, that they may be most holy.  l Whatever touches them will become holy. 30 m You shall anoint Aaron and his sons, and consecrate them, that they may serve me as priests. 31And you shall say to the people of Israel, ‘This shall be my holy anointing oil throughout your generations. 32It shall not be poured on the body of an ordinary person, and you shall make no other like it in composition.  n It is holy, and it shall be holy to you. 33[†] o Whoever compounds any like it or whoever puts any of it on an outsider shall be cut off from his people.’”

   34The LORD said to Moses,  p “Take sweet spices, stacte, and onycha, and galbanum, sweet spices with pure frankincense (of each shall there be an equal part), 35and make an  q incense blended as by the  r perfumer,  s seasoned with salt, pure and holy. 36You shall beat some of it very small, and put part of it before the testimony in the tent of meeting  t where I shall meet with you.  u It shall be most holy for you. 37And the incense that you shall make  v according to its composition, you shall not make for yourselves. It shall be for you holy to the LORD. 38 w Whoever makes any like it to use as perfume shall be cut off from his people.”

  Oholiab and Bezalel

   EXODUS 31 The LORD said to Moses, 2“See, I have called by name  x Bezalel the son of Uri, son of  y Hur, of the tribe of Judah, 3[†]and I have  z filled him with the Spirit of God, with ability and intelligence, with knowledge and all craftsmanship, 4to devise artistic designs, to work in gold, silver, and bronze, 5in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, to work in every craft. 6And behold, I have appointed with him  a Oholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan. And I have given to all able men  b ability, that they may make all that I have commanded you: 7 c the tent of meeting, and  d the ark of the testimony, and  e the mercy seat that is on it, and all the furnishings of the tent, 8 f the table and its utensils, and  g the pure lampstand with all its utensils, and  h the altar of incense, 9and  i the altar of burnt offering with all its utensils, and  j the basin and its stand, 10and  k the finely worked garments, [1] the holy garments for Aaron the priest and the garments of his sons, for their service as priests, 11and  l the anointing oil and the fragrant  m incense for the Holy Place. According to all that I have commanded you, they shall do.”

  The Sabbath

   12[†]And the LORD said to Moses, 13“You are to speak to the people of Israel and say, ‘Above all you shall keep my Sabbaths, for this is a sign between me and you throughout your generations, that you may know that I, the LORD, sanctify you. 14[†]You shall keep the Sabbath, because it is holy for you. Everyone who profanes it shall be put to death.  n Whoever does any work on it, that soul shall be cut off from among his people. 15 o Six days shall work be done, but  p the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, holy to the LORD.  n Whoever does any work on the Sabbath day shall be put to death. 16Therefore the people of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, observing the Sabbath throughout their generations, as a covenant forever. 17 q It is a sign forever between me and the people of Israel that  r in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, and  s on the seventh day he rested and was refreshed.’”

   18[†]And he gave to Moses, when he had finished speaking with him on Mount Sinai, the  t two tablets of the testimony, tablets of stone, written with  u the finger of God.

  The Golden Calf

   EXODUS 32 [†]When the people saw that Moses  v delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered themselves together to Aaron and said to him,  w “Up, make us gods who shall  x go before us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” 2So Aaron said to them, “Take off the  y rings of gold that are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” 3So all the people took off the rings of gold that were in their ears and brought them to Aaron. 4[†] z And he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a graving tool and made a golden [1] calf. And they said,  a “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” 5When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it. And Aaron  b made a proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to the LORD.” 6[†]And they rose up early the next day and offered burnt offerings and brought peace offerings. And  c the people sat down to eat and drink and rose up  d to play.

   7And the LORD said to Moses,  e “Go down, for your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have  f corrupted themselves. 8They have turned aside quickly out of the way that  g I commanded them. They have made for themselves a golden calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” 9And the LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and behold,  h it is a stiff-necked people. 10Now therefore  i let me alone, that  j my wrath may burn hot against them and  k I may consume them, in order that  l I may make a great nation of you.”

   11[†]But  m Moses implored the LORD his God and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12 n Why should the Egyptians say, ‘With evil intent did he bring them out, to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your burning anger and  o relent from this disaster against your people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom you  p swore by your own self, and said to them,  q ‘I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit it forever.’” 14And the LORD  r relented from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing on his people.

   15Then  s Moses turned and went down from the mountain with the  t two tablets of the testimony in his hand, tablets that were written on both sides; on the front and on the back they were written. 16[†] u The tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets. 17When  v Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said to Moses, “There is a noise of war in the camp.” 18But he said, “It is not the sound of  w shouting for victory, or the sound of the cry of defeat, but the sound of singing that I hear.” 19[†]And as soon as he came near the camp and  x saw the calf and the dancing, Moses’ anger burned hot, and he threw the tablets out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain. 20[†]He took the calf that they had made and burned it with fire and ground it to powder and scattered it on the water and made the people of Israel drink it.

   21And Moses said to Aaron,  y “What did this people do to you that you have brought such a great sin upon them?” 22And Aaron said, “Let not the anger of my lord burn hot.  z You know the people, that they are set on evil. 23For  a they said to me, ‘Make us gods who shall go before us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.’ 24[†]So  b I said to them, ‘Let any who have gold take it off.’ So they gave it to me, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf.”

   25And when Moses saw that the people had broken loose (for Aaron had let them break loose,  c to the derision of their enemies), 26then Moses stood in the gate of the camp and said, “Who is on the LORD’s side? Come to me.” And all the sons of Levi gathered around him. 27[†]And he said to them, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel, ‘Put your sword on your side each of you, and go to and fro from gate to gate throughout the camp, and each of you  d kill his brother and his companion and his neighbor.’” 28And the sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses. And that day about three thousand men of the people fell. 29And Moses said, “Today you have been  e ordained for the service of the LORD, each one at the cost of his son and of his brother, so that he might bestow a blessing upon you this day.”

   30The next day Moses said to the people,  f “You have sinned a great sin. And now I will go up to the LORD;  g perhaps I can make atonement for your sin.” 31So Moses returned to the LORD and said, “Alas,  f this people has sinned a great sin. They have  h made for themselves gods of gold. 32But now, if  i you will forgive their sin—but if not, please  j blot me out of  k your book that you have written.” 33[†]But the LORD said to Moses,  l “Whoever has sinned against me, I will blot out of my book. 34 m But now go, lead the people to the place about which I have spoken to you;  n behold, my angel shall go before you. Nevertheless, in the day when I visit, I will visit their sin upon them.”

   35Then the LORD sent a plague on the people, because they made the calf, the one that Aaron made.

  The Command to Leave Sinai

   EXODUS 33 [†]The LORD said to Moses, “Depart; go up from here, you  o and the people whom you have brought up out of the land of Egypt, to the land of which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘To  p your offspring I will give it.’ 2I will send an  q angel before you,  r and I will drive out the Canaanites, the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 3 s Go up to a land flowing with milk and honey;  t but I will not go up among you,  u lest I consume you on the way, for you are a  v stiff-necked people.”

   4When the people heard this disastrous word, they  w mourned, and  x no one put on his ornaments. 5For the LORD had said to Moses, “Say to the people of Israel, ‘You are a  v stiff-necked people; if for a single moment I should go up among you, I would  y consume you. So now  x take off your ornaments, that I may know what to do with you.’” 6Therefore the people of Israel stripped themselves of their ornaments, from Mount Horeb onward.

  The Tent of Meeting

   7[†]Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the camp, far off from the camp, and  z he called it the tent of meeting. And everyone who  a sought the LORD would go out to the tent of meeting, which was outside the camp. 8Whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people would rise up, and  b each would stand at his tent door, and watch Moses until he had gone into the tent. 9When Moses entered the tent, the  c pillar of cloud would descend and stand at the entrance of the tent, and the LORD [1] would speak with Moses. 10And when all the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance of the tent, all the people would rise up and worship, each at his tent door. 11Thus  d the LORD used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. When Moses turned again into the camp, his  e assistant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, would not depart from the tent.

  Moses’ Intercession

   12[†]Moses said to the LORD, “See,  f you say to me, ‘Bring up this people,’ but you have not let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said,  g ‘I know you by name, and you have also found favor in my sight.’ 13Now therefore, if I have found favor in your sight, please  h show me now your ways, that I may know you in order to find favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is  i your people.” 14And he said,  j “My presence will go with you, and  k I will give you rest.” 15And he said to him,  l “If your presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from here. 16For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people?  m Is it not in your going with us,  n so that we are distinct, I and your people, from every other people on the face of the earth?”

   17And the LORD said to Moses, “This very thing that you have spoken I will do,  o for you have found favor in my sight, and I know you by name.” 18Moses said, “Please  p show me your glory.” 19[†]And he said,  q “I will make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you my name ‘The LORD.’ And  r I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 20But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for  s man shall not see me and live.” 21And the LORD said, “Behold, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock, 22and while my glory passes by I will put you in a  t cleft of the rock, and I will  u cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 23Then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my back, but my face shall  v not be seen.”

  Moses Makes New Tablets

   EXODUS 34 The LORD said to Moses,  w “Cut for yourself two tablets of stone like the first,  x and I will write on the tablets the words that were on the first tablets,  y which you broke. 2Be ready by the morning, and come up in the morning to Mount Sinai, and present yourself there to me  z on the top of the mountain. 3[†]No  a one shall come up with you, and let no one be seen throughout all the mountain. Let no flocks or herds graze opposite that mountain.” 4So Moses cut two tablets of stone like the first. And he rose early in the morning and went up on Mount Sinai, as the LORD had commanded him, and took in his hand two tablets of stone. 5The LORD  b descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and  c proclaimed the name of the LORD. 6[†]The LORD passed before him and proclaimed,  d “The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and  e gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast  f love and faithfulness, 7 g keeping steadfast love for thousands, [1]  h forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but  i who will by no means clear the guilty,  j visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children’s children, to the third and the fourth generation.” 8And Moses quickly  k bowed his head toward the earth and worshiped. 9And he said, “If now I have found favor in your sight, O Lord, please  l let the Lord go in the midst of us, for  m it is a stiff-necked people, and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for  n your inheritance.”

  The Covenant Renewed

   10And he said, “Behold,  o I am making a covenant. Before all your people  p I will do marvels, such as have not been created in all the earth or in any nation. And all the people among whom you are shall see the work of the LORD, for it is an  q awesome thing that I will do with you.

   11[†]“Observe what I command you this day. Behold,  r I will drive out before you the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 12 s Take care, lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land to which you go, lest it become a  t snare in your midst. 13You shall  u tear down their altars and  v break their pillars and cut down their  w Asherim 14(for  x you shall worship no other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God), 15 s lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and when they  y whore after their gods and sacrifice to their gods and  z you are invited, you eat of his sacrifice, 16and you take of  a their daughters for your sons, and their daughters  y whore after their gods and make your sons whore after their gods.

   17[†] b “You shall not make for yourself any gods of cast metal.

   18 c “You shall keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, as I commanded you, at the time appointed in  d the month Abib, for in the month Abib you came out from Egypt. 19 e All that open the womb are mine, all your male [2] livestock, the firstborn of cow and sheep. 20The  f firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall break its neck. All the firstborn of your sons you shall redeem. And  g none shall appear before me empty-handed.

   21 h “Six days you shall work, but on the seventh day you shall rest. In plowing time and in harvest you shall rest. 22 i You shall observe the Feast of Weeks, the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and the Feast of Ingathering at the year’s end. 23 j Three times in the year shall all your males appear before the LORD God, the God of Israel. 24For I will  k cast out nations before you and  l enlarge your borders;  m no one shall covet your land, when you go up to appear before the LORD your God three times in the year.

   25 n “You shall not offer the blood of my sacrifice with anything leavened,  o or let the sacrifice of the Feast of the Passover remain until the morning. 26 p The best of the firstfruits of your ground you shall bring to the house of the LORD your God.  q You shall not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk.”

   27And the LORD said to Moses, “Write these words, for in accordance with these words  r I have made a covenant with you and with Israel.” 28 s So he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights. He neither ate bread nor drank water. And he  t wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten Commandments. [3]

  The Shining Face of Moses

   29When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with  u the two tablets of the testimony in his hand as he came down from the mountain, Moses did not know that the skin of his face  v shone because he had been talking with God. [4] 30Aaron and all the people of Israel saw Moses, and behold, the skin of his face  w shone, and they were afraid to come near him. 31But Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses talked with them. 32Afterward all the people of Israel came near, and he  x commanded them all that the LORD had spoken with him in Mount Sinai. 33And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a  y veil over his face.

   34Whenever Moses  z went in before the LORD to speak with him, he would remove the veil, until he came out. And when he came out and told the people of Israel what he was commanded, 35the people of Israel would see the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face was  a shining. And Moses would put the veil over his face again, until he went in to speak with him.

  Sabbath Regulations

   EXODUS 35 [†]Moses assembled all the congregation of the people of Israel and said to them,  b “These are the things that the LORD has commanded you to do. 2 c Six days work shall be done, but on the seventh day you shall have a Sabbath of solemn rest, holy to the LORD. Whoever does any work on it shall be put to death. 3 d You shall kindle no fire in all your dwelling places on the Sabbath day.”

  Contributions for the Tabernacle

   4Moses said to all the congregation of the people of Israel, “This is the thing that the LORD has commanded. 5[†] e Take from among you a contribution to the LORD.  f Whoever is of a generous heart, let him bring the LORD’s contribution: gold, silver, and bronze; 6blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen; goats’ hair, 7tanned rams’ skins, and goatskins; [1] acacia wood, 8oil for the light, spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, 9and onyx stones and stones for setting, for the ephod and for the breastpiece.

   10[†]“Let  g every skillful craftsman among you come and make all that the LORD has commanded: 11 h the tabernacle, its tent and its covering, its hooks and its frames, its bars, its pillars, and its bases; 12 i the ark with its poles, the mercy seat, and the  j veil of the screen; 13 k the table with its poles and all its utensils, and the  l bread of the Presence; 14 m the lampstand also for the light, with its utensils and its lamps, and the  n oil for the light; 15 o and the altar of incense, with its poles,  p and the anointing oil and the  q fragrant incense, and  r the screen for the door, at the door of the tabernacle; 16 s the altar of burnt offering, with its grating of bronze, its poles, and all its utensils, the  t basin and its stand; 17 u the hangings of the court, its pillars and its bases, and the screen for the gate of the court; 18 v the pegs of the tabernacle and the pegs of the court, and their  w cords; 19the  x finely worked garments for ministering [2] in the Holy Place, the holy garments for Aaron the priest, and the garments of his sons, for their service as priests.”

   20[†]Then all the congregation of the people of Israel departed from the presence of Moses. 21And they came,  y everyone whose heart stirred him, and everyone whose spirit moved him,  z and brought the LORD’s contribution to be used for the tent of meeting, and for all its service, and for the holy garments. 22So they came, both men and women. All who were of a willing heart brought brooches and earrings and signet rings and armlets, all sorts of gold objects, every man dedicating an offering of gold to the LORD. 23And  a every one who possessed  b blue or purple or scarlet yarns or fine linen or goats’ hair or tanned rams’ skins or goatskins brought them. 24 c Everyone who could make a contribution of silver or bronze brought it as the LORD’s contribution. And every one who possessed acacia wood of any use in the work brought it. 25And every  d skillful woman spun with her hands, and they all brought what they had spun in blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen. 26All the women  y whose hearts stirred them to use their skill spun the goats’ hair. 27And the  e leaders brought onyx stones and stones to be set, for the ephod and for the breastpiece, 28and spices and oil for the light, and for the anointing oil, and for the fragrant incense. 29 f All the men and women, the people of Israel, whose heart moved them to bring anything for the work that the LORD had commanded by Moses to be done brought it as a freewill offering to the LORD.

  Construction of the Tabernacle

   30[†] g Then Moses said to the people of Israel, “See, the LORD has called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; 31[†]and he has filled him with the Spirit of God, with  h skill, with intelligence, with knowledge, and with all craftsmanship, 32to devise artistic designs, to work in gold and silver and bronze, 33in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, for work in every skilled craft. 34And he has inspired him to teach, both him and Oholiab the son of Ahisamach of the tribe of Dan. 35He has  h filled them with skill to do every sort of work done by an engraver or by a designer or by an embroiderer in blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, or by a weaver—by any sort of workman or skilled designer.

   EXODUS 36 “Bezalel and Oholiab and  i every craftsman in whom the LORD has put skill and intelligence to know how to do any work in the construction of the sanctuary shall work in accordance with all that the LORD has commanded.”

   2[†]And Moses called Bezalel and Oholiab and every craftsman in whose mind the LORD had put skill, everyone  j whose heart stirred him up to come to do the work. 3And they received from Moses all the  k contribution that the people of Israel had brought for doing the work on the sanctuary. They still kept bringing him  l freewill offerings every morning, 4so that all the craftsmen who were doing every sort of task on the sanctuary came, each from the task that he was doing, 5and said to Moses,  m “The people bring much more than enough for doing the work that the LORD has commanded us to do.” 6So Moses gave command, and word was proclaimed throughout the camp, “Let no man or woman do anything more for the  n contribution for the sanctuary.” So the people were restrained from bringing, 7for the material they had was sufficient to do all the work, and more.

   8 o And all the craftsmen among the workmen made the tabernacle with ten curtains. They were made of fine twined linen and blue and purple and scarlet yarns, with cherubim skillfully worked. 9The length of each curtain was twenty-eight cubits, [1] and the breadth of each curtain four cubits. All the curtains were the same size.

   10[†]He [2] coupled five curtains to one another, and the other five curtains he coupled to one another. 11He made loops of blue on the edge of the outermost curtain of the first set. Likewise he made them on the edge of the outermost curtain of the second set. 12He made fifty loops on the one curtain, and he made fifty loops on the edge of the curtain that was in the second set. The loops were opposite one another. 13And he made fifty clasps of gold, and coupled the curtains one to the other with clasps. So the tabernacle was a single whole.

   14He also made curtains of goats’ hair for a tent over the tabernacle. He made eleven curtains. 15The length of each curtain was thirty cubits, and the breadth of each curtain four cubits. The eleven curtains were the same size. 16He coupled five curtains by themselves, and six curtains by themselves. 17And he made fifty loops on the edge of the outermost curtain of the one set, and fifty loops on the edge of the other connecting curtain. 18And he made fifty clasps of bronze to couple the tent together that it might be a single whole. 19And he made for the tent a covering of tanned rams’ skins and goatskins.

   20 p Then he made the upright frames for the tabernacle of  q acacia wood. 21Ten cubits was the length of a frame, and a cubit and a half the breadth of each frame. 22Each frame had two tenons for fitting together. He did this for all the frames of the tabernacle. 23The frames for the tabernacle he made thus: twenty frames for the south side. 24And he made forty bases of silver under the twenty frames, two bases under one frame for its two tenons, and two bases under the next frame for its two tenons. 25For the second side of the tabernacle, on the north side, he made twenty frames 26and their forty bases of silver, two bases under one frame and two bases under the next frame. 27For the rear of the tabernacle westward he made six frames. 28He made two frames for corners of the tabernacle in the rear. 29And they were separate beneath but joined at the top, at the first ring. He made two of them this way for the two corners. 30There were eight frames with their bases of silver: sixteen bases, under every frame two bases.

   31He made bars of acacia wood, five for the frames of the one side of the tabernacle, 32and five bars for the frames of the other side of the tabernacle, and five bars for the frames of the tabernacle at the rear westward. 33And he made the middle bar to run from end to end halfway up the frames. 34And he overlaid the frames with gold, and made their rings of gold for holders for the bars, and overlaid the bars with gold.

   35 r He made the veil of blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen; with cherubim skillfully worked into it he made it. 36And for it he made four pillars of acacia and overlaid them with gold. Their hooks were of gold, and he cast for them four bases of silver. 37He also made a screen for the entrance of the tent, of blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, embroidered with needlework, 38and its five pillars with their hooks. He overlaid their capitals, and their fillets were of gold, but their five bases were of bronze.

  Making the Ark

   EXODUS 37 [†] s Bezalel made the ark of acacia wood. Two cubits [1] and a half was its length, a cubit and a half its breadth, and a cubit and a half its height. 2And he overlaid it with pure gold inside and outside, and made a molding of gold around it. 3And he cast for it four rings of gold for its  t four feet, two rings on its one side and two rings on its other side. 4And he made poles of acacia wood and overlaid them with gold 5and put the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark to carry the ark. 6And he made a mercy seat of pure gold. Two cubits and a half was its length, and a cubit and a half its breadth. 7And he made two cherubim of gold. He made them of hammered work on the two ends of the mercy seat, 8one cherub on the one end, and one cherub on the other end. Of one piece with the mercy seat he made the cherubim on its two ends. 9The cherubim spread out their wings above, overshadowing the mercy seat with their wings, with their faces one to another; toward the mercy seat were the faces of the cherubim.

  Making the Table

   10[†] u He also made the table of acacia wood. Two cubits was its length, a cubit its breadth, and a cubit and a half its height. 11And he overlaid it with pure gold, and made a molding of gold around it. 12And he made a rim around it a handbreadth [2] wide, and made a molding of gold around the rim. 13He cast for it four rings of gold and fastened the rings to the four corners at its four legs. 14Close to the frame were the rings, as holders for the poles to carry the table. 15He made the poles of acacia wood to carry the table, and overlaid them with gold. 16And he made the vessels of pure gold that were to be on the table, its plates and dishes for incense, and its bowls and flagons with which to pour drink offerings.

  Making the Lampstand

   17[†] v He also made the lampstand of pure gold. He made the lampstand of hammered work. Its base, its stem, its cups, its calyxes, and its flowers were of one piece with it. 18And there were six branches going out of its sides, three branches of the lampstand out of one side of it and three branches of the lampstand out of the other side of it; 19three cups made like almond blossoms, each with calyx and flower, on one branch, and three cups made like almond blossoms, each with calyx and flower, on the other branch—so for the six branches going out of the lampstand. 20And on the lampstand itself were four cups made like almond blossoms, with their calyxes and flowers, 21and a calyx of one piece with it under each pair of the six branches going out of it. 22Their calyxes and their branches were of one piece with it. The whole of it was a single piece of hammered work of pure gold. 23And he made its seven lamps and its tongs and its trays of pure gold. 24He made it and all its utensils out of a talent [3] of pure gold.

  Making the Altar of Incense

   25[†] w He made the altar of incense of acacia wood. Its length was a cubit, and its breadth was a cubit. It was square, and two cubits was its height. Its horns were of one piece with it. 26He overlaid it with pure gold, its top and around its sides and its horns. And he made a molding of gold around it, 27and made two rings of gold on it under its molding, on two opposite sides of it, as holders for the poles with which to carry it. 28And he made the poles of acacia wood and overlaid them with gold.

   29 x He made the holy anointing oil also, and the  y pure fragrant incense, blended as by the perfumer.

  Making the Altar of Burnt Offering

   EXODUS 38 [†] z He made the altar of burnt offering of acacia wood. Five cubits [1] was its length, and five cubits its breadth. It was square, and three cubits was its height. 2He made horns for it on its four corners. Its horns were of one piece with it, and he overlaid it with bronze. 3And he made all the utensils of the altar, the pots, the shovels, the basins, the forks, and the fire pans. He made all its utensils of bronze. 4And he made for the altar a grating, a network of bronze, under its ledge, extending halfway down. 5He cast four rings on the four corners of the bronze grating as holders for the poles. 6He made the poles of acacia wood and overlaid them with bronze. 7And he put the poles through the rings on the sides of the altar to carry it with them. He made it hollow, with boards.

  Making the Bronze Basin

   8[†] a He made the basin of bronze and its stand of bronze, from the mirrors of the  b ministering women who ministered in the entrance of the tent of meeting.

  Making the Court

   9 c And he made the court. For the south side the hangings of the court were of fine twined linen, a hundred cubits; 10their twenty pillars and their twenty bases were of bronze, but the hooks of the pillars and their fillets were of silver. 11And for the north side there were hangings of a hundred cubits, their twenty pillars, their twenty bases were of bronze, but the hooks of the pillars and their fillets were of silver. 12And for the west side were hangings of fifty cubits, their ten pillars, and their ten bases; the hooks of the pillars and their fillets were of silver. 13And for the front to the east, fifty cubits. 14The hangings for one side of the gate were fifteen cubits, with their three pillars and three bases. 15And so for the other side. On both sides of the gate of the court were hangings of fifteen cubits, with their three pillars and their three bases. 16All the hangings around the court were of fine twined linen. 17And the bases for the pillars were of bronze, but the hooks of the pillars and their fillets were of silver. The overlaying of their capitals was also of silver, and all the pillars of the court were filleted with silver. 18And the screen for the gate of the court was embroidered with needlework in blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen. It was twenty cubits long and five cubits high in its breadth, corresponding to the hangings of the court. 19And their pillars were four in number. Their four bases were of bronze, their hooks of silver, and the overlaying of their capitals and their fillets of silver. 20And all the pegs for the tabernacle and for the court all around were of bronze.

  Materials for the Tabernacle

   21These are the records of the tabernacle,  d the tabernacle of the testimony, as they were recorded at the commandment of Moses, the responsibility of the Levites  e under the direction of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest. 22 f Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, made all that the LORD commanded Moses; 23and with him was  f Oholiab the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, an engraver and designer and embroiderer in blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen.

   24All the gold that was used for the work, in all the construction of the sanctuary, the gold from the offering, was twenty-nine talents and 730 shekels, [2] by  g the shekel of the sanctuary. 25The silver from those of the congregation who were recorded was a hundred talents and 1,775 shekels, by the shekel of the sanctuary: 26a  g beka [3] a head (that is, half a shekel, by the shekel of the sanctuary), for everyone who was listed in the records, from twenty years old and upward, for  h 603,550 men. 27The hundred talents of silver were for casting the  i bases of the sanctuary and the bases of the veil; a hundred bases for the hundred talents, a talent a base. 28And of the 1,775 shekels he made hooks for the pillars and overlaid their capitals and made fillets for them. 29The bronze that was offered was seventy talents and 2,400 shekels; 30with it he made the  j bases for the entrance of the tent of meeting,  k the bronze altar and the bronze grating for it and all the utensils of the altar, 31the  l bases around the court, and the  m bases of the gate of the court, all the  n pegs of the tabernacle, and all the pegs around the court.

  Making the Priestly Garments

   EXODUS 39 [†]From the  o blue and purple and scarlet yarns they made  p finely woven garments, [1] for ministering in the Holy Place. They made the holy garments for Aaron,  q as the LORD had commanded Moses.

   2 r He made the ephod of gold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen. 3And they hammered out gold leaf, and he cut it into threads to work into the blue and purple and the scarlet yarns, and into the fine twined linen, in skilled design. 4They made for the ephod attaching shoulder pieces, joined to it at its two edges. 5And the skillfully woven band on it was of one piece with it and made like it, of gold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

   6They made the onyx stones, enclosed in settings of gold filigree, and engraved like the engravings of a signet, according to the names of the sons of Israel. 7And he set them on the shoulder pieces of the ephod to be stones of remembrance for the sons of Israel, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

   8 s He made the breastpiece, in skilled work, in the style of the ephod, of gold, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine twined linen. 9It was square. They made the breastpiece doubled, a span [2] its length and a span its breadth when doubled. 10And they set in it four rows of stones. A row of sardius, topaz, and carbuncle was the first row; 11and the second row, an emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond; 12and the third row, a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst; 13and the fourth row, a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper. They were enclosed in settings of gold filigree. 14There were twelve stones with their names according to the names of the sons of Israel. They were like signets, each engraved with its name, for the twelve tribes. 15And they made on the breastpiece twisted chains like cords, of pure gold. 16And they made two settings of gold filigree and two gold rings, and put the two rings on the two edges of the breastpiece. 17And they put the two cords of gold in the two rings at the edges of the breastpiece. 18They attached the two ends of the two cords to the two settings of filigree. Thus they attached it in front to the shoulder pieces of the ephod. 19Then they made two rings of gold, and put them at the two ends of the breastpiece, on its inside edge next to the ephod. 20And they made two rings of gold, and attached them in front to the lower part of the two shoulder pieces of the ephod, at its seam above the skillfully woven band of the ephod. 21And they bound the breastpiece by its rings to the rings of the ephod with a lace of blue, so that it should lie on the skillfully woven band of the ephod, and that the breastpiece should not come loose from the ephod, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

   22 t He also made the robe of the ephod woven all of blue, 23and the opening of the robe in it was like the opening in a garment, with a binding around the opening, so that it might not tear. 24On the hem of the robe they made pomegranates of blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen. 25They also made bells of pure gold, and put the bells between the pomegranates all around the hem of the robe, between the pomegranates— 26a bell and a pomegranate, a bell and a pomegranate around the hem of the robe for ministering, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

   27 u They also made the coats, woven of fine  v linen, for Aaron and his sons, 28and the  v turban of fine linen, and the caps of fine linen, and the linen undergarments of fine twined linen, 29and the sash of fine twined linen and of blue and purple and scarlet yarns, embroidered with needlework, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

   30 w They made the plate of the holy crown of pure gold, and wrote on it an inscription, like the engraving of a signet, “Holy to the LORD.” 31And they tied to it a cord of blue to fasten it on the turban above, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

   32[†]Thus all the work of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting was finished, and the people of Israel did  x according to all that the LORD had commanded Moses; so they did. 33Then they brought the tabernacle to Moses, the tent and all its utensils, its hooks, its frames, its bars, its pillars, and its bases; 34the covering of tanned rams’ skins and goatskins, and the  y veil of the screen; 35the ark of the testimony with its poles and the mercy seat; 36the table with all its utensils, and the bread of the Presence; 37 z the lampstand of pure gold and its lamps with the lamps set and all its utensils, and the oil for the light; 38 a the golden altar, the anointing oil and the fragrant incense, and  b the screen for the entrance of the tent; 39the bronze altar, and its grating of bronze, its poles, and all its utensils; the basin and its stand; 40 c the hangings of the court, its pillars, and its bases, and the  d screen for the gate of the court, its  e cords, and its pegs; and all the utensils for the service of the tabernacle, for the tent of meeting; 41the finely worked garments for ministering in the Holy Place, the holy garments for Aaron the priest, and the garments of his sons for their service as priests. 42 f According to all that the LORD had commanded Moses, so the people of Israel had done all the work. 43And Moses saw all the work, and behold, they had done it; as the LORD had commanded, so had they done it. Then Moses  g blessed them.

  The Tabernacle Erected

   EXODUS 40 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“On the  h first day of the first month you shall  i erect the tabernacle of the tent of meeting. 3And you shall put in it the ark of the testimony, and you shall  j screen the ark with the veil. 4And  k you shall bring in the table and arrange it, and  l you shall bring in the lampstand and set up its lamps. 5 m And you shall put the golden altar for incense before the ark of the testimony, and set up the screen for the door of the tabernacle. 6 n You shall set the altar of burnt offering before the door of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting, 7 o and place the basin between the tent of meeting and the altar, and put water in it. 8And you shall set up the court all around, and hang up the screen for the gate of the court.

   9“Then you shall take the  p anointing oil and anoint the tabernacle and all that is in it, and consecrate it and all its furniture, so that it may become holy. 10You shall also anoint  q the altar of burnt offering and all its utensils, and consecrate the altar,  r so that the altar may become most holy. 11You shall also anoint the basin and its stand, and consecrate it. 12[†] s Then you shall bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance of the tent of meeting and shall wash them with water 13and put on Aaron the holy garments. And you shall anoint him and consecrate him, that he may serve me as priest. 14You shall bring his sons also and put coats on them, 15 t and anoint them, as you anointed their father, that they may serve me as priests. And their anointing shall admit them to a  u perpetual priesthood throughout their generations.”

   16[†]This Moses did; according to all that the LORD commanded him, so he did. 17In the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month,  v the tabernacle was erected. 18Moses erected the tabernacle. He laid its bases, and set up its frames, and put in its poles, and raised up its pillars. 19And he spread the tent over the tabernacle and put the covering of the tent over it, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 20He  w took the testimony and put it into the ark, and put the poles on the ark and set the mercy seat above on the ark. 21And he brought the ark into the tabernacle and  x set up the veil of the screen, and screened  y the ark of the testimony, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 22 z He put the table in the tent of meeting, on the north side of the tabernacle, outside the veil, 23and arranged the bread on it before the LORD, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 24 a He put the lampstand in the tent of meeting, opposite the table on the south side of the tabernacle, 25 b and set up the lamps before the LORD, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 26 c He put the golden altar in the tent of meeting before the veil, 27and burned fragrant incense on it, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 28 d He put in place the screen for the door of the tabernacle. 29 e And he set the altar of burnt offering at the entrance of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting, and offered on it the burnt offering and the  f grain offering, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 30 g He set the basin between the tent of meeting and the altar, and put water in it for washing, 31with which Moses and  h Aaron and his sons  i washed their hands and their feet. 32When they went into the tent of meeting, and when they approached the altar, they washed, as the LORD commanded Moses. 33 j And he erected the court around the tabernacle and the altar, and set up the screen of the gate of the court. So  k Moses finished the work.

  The Glory of the LORD

   34[†]Then  l the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and  m the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 36Throughout all their journeys,  n whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. 37But  o if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. 38For the cloud of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all their journeys.
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39:28 v [See ver. 27 above]

Cross-references for Exodus 39:30 (Back)
39:30 w ch. 28:36, 37; 29:6

Cross-references for Exodus 39:32 (Back)
39:32 x ver. 42, 43; ch. 25:40

Cross-references for Exodus 39:34 (Back)
39:34 y ch. 35:12

Cross-references for Exodus 39:37 (Back)
39:37 z [ch. 25:31]

Cross-references for Exodus 39:38 (Back)
39:38 a ch. 30:3; 37:26; 40:5, 26 b ch. 26:36; 36:37

Cross-references for Exodus 39:40 (Back)
39:40 c See ch. 27:9-15; 38:9-17 d ch. 27:16; 38:18 e ch. 35:18

Cross-references for Exodus 39:42 (Back)
39:42 f ch. 35:10

Cross-references for Exodus 39:43 (Back)
39:43 g Lev. 9:22, 23; Josh. 22:6; 2 Sam. 6:18; 1 Kgs. 8:14; 2 Chr. 6:3; 30:27; See Num. 6:23-27

Cross-references for Exodus 40:2 (Back)
40:2 h [ch. 12:2; 13:4] i ver. 17; ch. 26:30

Cross-references for Exodus 40:3 (Back)
40:3 j ver. 21; [ch. 35:12]

Cross-references for Exodus 40:4 (Back)
40:4 k ver. 22; ch. 26:35 l ver. 24, 25

Cross-references for Exodus 40:5 (Back)
40:5 m ver. 26; [ch. 39:38]

Cross-references for Exodus 40:6 (Back)
40:6 n ver. 29

Cross-references for Exodus 40:7 (Back)
40:7 o ver. 30; ch. 30:18

Cross-references for Exodus 40:9 (Back)
40:9 p ch. 30:26

Cross-references for Exodus 40:10 (Back)
40:10 q ch. 30:28 r ch. 29:37

Cross-references for Exodus 40:12 (Back)
40:12 s See Lev. 8:1-13

Cross-references for Exodus 40:15 (Back)
40:15 t ch. 28:41; 29:7 u Num. 25:13

Cross-references for Exodus 40:17 (Back)
40:17 v ver. 2; Num. 7:1

Cross-references for Exodus 40:20 (Back)
40:20 w ch. 25:16; See ch. 16:34

Cross-references for Exodus 40:21 (Back)
40:21 x ver. 3; See ch. 35:12 y ver. 3, 20

Cross-references for Exodus 40:22 (Back)
40:22 z ver. 4; ch. 26:35

Cross-references for Exodus 40:24 (Back)
40:24 a ch. 26:35

Cross-references for Exodus 40:25 (Back)
40:25 b ver. 4; ch. 25:37

Cross-references for Exodus 40:26 (Back)
40:26 c ver. 5; ch. 30:6, 7

Cross-references for Exodus 40:28 (Back)
40:28 d ver. 5; ch. 26:36

Cross-references for Exodus 40:29 (Back)
40:29 e ver. 6 f ch. 29:41; 30:9

Cross-references for Exodus 40:30 (Back)
40:30 g ver. 7

Cross-references for Exodus 40:31 (Back)
40:31 h ch. 30:19, 20 i ch. 30:21

Cross-references for Exodus 40:33 (Back)
40:33 j ver. 8; ch. 27:9, 16 k [Heb. 3:2, 5]

Cross-references for Exodus 40:34 (Back)
40:34 l See ch. 13:21 m ch. 29:43; Lev. 16:2; Num. 9:15; [1 Kgs. 8:10, 11; 2 Chr. 5:13, 14; 7:2; Isa. 6:4; Hag. 2:7, 9; Rev. 15:8]

Cross-references for Exodus 40:36 (Back)
40:36 n Num. 9:17; 10:11; [Neh. 9:19]

Cross-references for Exodus 40:37 (Back)
40:37 o See Num. 9:19-22

	

Study Notes for Exodus

EXODUS—NOTE ON 1:1–18:27 Exodus of Israel from Egypt. The first half of Exodus focuses on the departure of the people of Israel from Egypt.




FACT


As numerous as the stars. As the book of Exodus begins, some 350 years have passed since the end of Genesis. The 70 Israelites who went to Egypt have grown into a great multitude. This fulfills God’s promise to multiply Abraham’s descendants and to make them a blessing to all the nations of the world (Gen. 12:1–3; 15:5).





1:1–2:25 Setting: Israel in Egypt. The opening pages of Exodus set the stage for the rest of the book. Here we see the connection to the events of Genesis (Ex. 1:1–7), the oppression that has arisen under a new pharaoh (1:8–22), the preservation of Moses at birth (2:1–10) and later in Midian (2:11–22), and God’s knowledge of Israel’s suffering and his faithfulness to his covenant with Abraham and his descendants (2:23–25).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 1:1–7 These verses link Genesis and Exodus together. They connect Joseph bringing Jacob and his family to Egypt (see Gen. 46:8–27) and the death of that generation (see Gen. 50:26) with their descendants living in Egypt as the people of Israel.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 1:1 the sons of Israel who came to Egypt with Jacob. In Genesis God declared that Jacob would be called Israel (Gen. 32:28; 35:10). Using both names here connects the story of Exodus with the promise that God would be faithful to his covenant with Abraham and with Jacob (Gen. 35:11–12). God’s faithfulness to his covenant promises is a central theme in Exodus (Ex. 2:24; 3:6–8, 15–17; 4:5; 6:2–8; 32:13).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 1:2–4 The names of Jacob’s sons appear in birth order, grouped by their mothers (compare Gen. 35:23–26), though Joseph’s name does not appear in the list.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 1:5 seventy persons. See note on Gen. 46:26–27.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 1:7 The Hebrew phrase translated the people of Israel is the same phrase as “the sons of Israel” in v. 1. Having mentioned the death of Joseph and all his generation (v. 6), the focus moves on from the 12 sons of Jacob to their offspring.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 1:8 The reference to a new leader in Egypt who did not know Joseph assumes that the reader is familiar with Joseph’s history in Egypt (see Genesis 37–50, especially 41:37–45).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 1:11 The description of the taskmasters who afflict Israel echoes Gen. 15:13. Most scholars agree that the site of Raamses is at Qantir in the eastern Nile delta, about 12 miles (19 km) south of Tanis. Pithom is probably about 17 miles (27 km) southeast of Raamses.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 1:15–22 The defiant actions of the Hebrew midwives show that they feared God (vv. 17, 21) more than they feared the king of Egypt. Their actions introduce a central theme of the book of Exodus: Israel is called to fear God above any other ruler, nation, or circumstance.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 1:19 Some think that the midwives’ answer is deceptive. It is not clear, however, that the reply is untrue; nor is it clear whether this is all that the women said. The narrator simply commends the women for refusing to go along with Pharaoh’s murderous scheme.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 1:22 Pharaoh chooses to let every daughter live because he is primarily worried about Israel’s sons fighting against Egypt (v. 10). However, some of Israel’s daughters who fear God more than Pharaoh (Shiphrah and Puah, v. 15; Moses’ mother and sister, 2:1–10) are part of the means by which God will bring his people out of slavery.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 2:1–22 These facts, together with the account of God’s call on Moses (3:1–4:17), should lead the people of Israel to embrace Moses as God’s authorized “prince and judge” (2:14) and lawgiver.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 2:2 Fine child must at least mean that Moses was healthy.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 2:7–9 Considering that she was a slave in Egypt, Moses’ sister showed great courage in speaking to Pharaoh’s daughter (v. 7). Her bold action results in Moses’ mother’s being paid wages to nurse her own son (v. 9).




FACT


Bitumen is a mineral found in Mesopotamia and Palestine. It was used as a mortar for setting bricks and for waterproofing rafts and boats (2:3).





EXODUS—NOTE ON 2:10 In Hebrew, the name Moses sounds like the verb “to draw out” (see esv footnote). The name may also be related to the common Egyptian word for “son.” Since Pharaoh’s daughter clearly knows that Moses is a Hebrew child (vv. 6–9), it is possible that she chose the name for both its Hebrew and its Egyptian meanings.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 2:11 when Moses had grown up. Stephen says that Moses was 40 at this time (Acts 7:23). Even after being raised in Pharaoh’s house, Moses considers the Hebrew slaves to be his people.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 2:14 Who made you a prince and a judge over us? The words of the Hebrew man are a preview of the repeated grumbling of the Israelites as Moses leads them out of Egypt (see 5:21; 14:11, 12; 15:24; 16:2–3; 17:3).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 2:15 In sitting down by a well, Moses repeats the actions through which both Isaac (Gen. 24:11–28) and Jacob (Gen. 29:2–12) found their wives.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 2:18 Reuel is later referred to as “Jethro” (3:1; 4:18; 18:1). Clearly both names refer to the same person—the priest of Midian (2:16) who is Moses’ father-in-law.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 2:19 Moses apparently showed enough signs of his upbringing for Reuel’s daughters to assume he was Egyptian.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 2:23–25 The Lord does not view the offspring of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in terms of their years of slavery in Egypt but in terms of their covenant relationship with him.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 2:23 many days. Acts 7:30 understands this to be 40 years.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 2:24 remembered. See note on Gen. 8:1.

3:1–4:31 Call of Moses. These chapters focus primarily on the call of Moses at the burning bush (3:1–4:17). They also cover Moses’ return from Midian to Egypt: the peaceful departure from Jethro (4:18–20), the Lord’s reminder and further instruction to Moses (4:21–23), the preservation of Moses’ life by Zipporah (4:24–26), and the arrival of Aaron before Moses met with the elders of Israel (4:27–31).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 3:1–4:17 Moses’ call at the burning bush marks the beginning of his role as mediator between the Lord and his people.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 3:1 Horeb, the mountain of God. The mountain is also referred to as “Mount Sinai” (see 19:11). “Horeb” is the region where the mountain was located. Mount Sinai becomes known as “the mountain of God” because of the events that follow.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 3:2–4 These verses identify the angel of the LORD as the LORD and as God. The OT often closely identifies “the angel of the LORD” with God himself acting as his own messenger (e.g., Gen. 22:11–18). Here the angel appears to Moses in a flame of fire, a sign of God’s presence.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 3:5 This is holy ground only because of God’s presence, not because of anything special about the place. This is a theme in Exodus: God is holy, and he is the one who makes or declares places and people to be holy.




FACT


Holy means "set apart for God’s special purpose." It is a condition of purity and freedom from sin. When the Bible speaks of God’s holiness it means his utter separateness from everything else that exists, especially from all forms of evil.





EXODUS—NOTE ON 3:6 Moses is a descendant of Abraham and belongs to the people to whom God has pledged himself (see 2:23–25). Jesus quotes from this verse (Matt. 22:32), affirming that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob still live.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 3:7–9 God tells Moses that he knows about Israel’s affliction (I have . . . seen, heard, know; see also 2:23–25). He refers to the Hebrew slaves as my people (also 3:10). They belong to the group to whom he has made covenant promises.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 3:11–12 Who am I . . . ? Moses’ question makes sense, and God does not criticize him for asking it (v. 11). “I will be with you.” When the OT says that God is “with” someone, it means that God enables the person to do what God has asked him to do (see 4:12).




Covenantal Call and Dialogue


	Moses’ Questions and Concerns	Yahweh’s Responses and Signs

	Who am I that I should go? (3:11).	I will be with you; when you come out of Egypt, you will serve me on this mountain (3:12).

	What is your name, that I may tell the people who sent me? (3:13).	I AM WHO I AM: Yahweh, the God of your fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (3:14–15).

	How would the people believe that you have sent me? (4:1).	Yahweh turns Moses’ rod into a serpent then back into a rod (4:2–4); Yahweh makes Moses’ hand leprous and then heals it (4:6–7); Yahweh instructs Moses to turn water from the Nile into blood (4:9).

	I am not eloquent; I am slow of speech (4:10).	I, Yahweh, am the one who made your mouth (4:11).

	Please send someone else (4:13).	Aaron will go with you; you will speak my words to him and he will speak to the people for you (4:15–16).







EXODUS—NOTE ON 3:13 What is his name? Since Egyptians believed in many gods, it was essential to know the identity of the one true God (the God of your fathers). In ancient times, to know a person’s name was to know something very essential about that person. Though Moses is apparently not familiar with God’s name, this does not mean that the personal name of God was unknown to the Hebrews (see e.g., Gen. 4:26; 12:8; 26:25; 30:27). See note on Ex. 6:3–8.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 3:14 I AM WHO I AM. The three occurrences of “I AM” in v. 14 are all forms of the Hebrew verb “to be.” Each relates to the divine name Yahweh (“the LORD”; see note on v. 15). The word translated “I am” can also be translated “I will be” (see esv footnote). Given the context of v. 12 (“I will be with you”), the name of Yahweh (“the LORD”) is a clear reminder of God’s faithfulness to his people.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 3:15 The LORD. The esv follows the tradition of replacing “Yahweh” (the four Hebrew consonants YHWH) with “the LORD” (with small capital letters). This practice goes back to the Septuagint, a pre-Christian Greek translation of the OT. Translating this term as “the LORD” also links up with the NT, which calls Christ “Lord,” identifying him with the God of the OT.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 3:16–17 Go and gather the elders of Israel together and say to them. This is the first time Moses is told to relay the Lord’s words to Israel.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 3:18 The powerful king of Egypt would think it ridiculous for Moses to make a request in the name of the LORD, the God of the Hebrews. What god would choose to be identified with a nation of slaves—and then also presume to make a request from the king of the nation that has enslaved them! let us go . . .  that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God. This demand is repeated throughout the plagues: “Let my people go, that they may serve me” (7:16; 8:1, 20; 9:1, 13; 10:3). Israel’s relationship with their Lord supersedes any claim that Pharaoh has on them.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 3:19 The strength of God’s hand is the means by which he will bring Israel out of Egypt.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 4:10–12 slow of speech and of tongue. The magicians and advisers in Pharaoh’s court were proud of their speaking abilities. Moses was fully justified in being concerned about his ability to present his case before Pharaoh.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 4:14 the anger of the LORD was kindled against Moses. Moses was responsible for doing what God had told him. Still, the Lord helps Moses by making Aaron his spokesman.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 4:16 He shall speak. A prophet is to speak only what God reveals, and all of what God reveals (see 7:1–2; Deut. 18:18–22). When God says that Moses shall be as God to Aaron, he is calling both of these men to faithfulness in speaking only what he reveals.




Aaron


Aaron was Moses’ brother and his spokesperson before Israel and Pharaoh. When Pharaoh refused to release the Hebrews, Aaron stretched out his rod to bring plagues upon the Egyptians. He helped Moses lead the Israelites out of Egypt and through the wilderness. At Sinai, however, Aaron gave in to the Israelites’ sinful demand and designed a golden calf for them to worship. On another occasion, when the Lord miraculously provided water in the wilderness, both Moses and Aaron failed to give proper honor to the Lord, and as a result they were forbidden entry into the Promised Land. As a descendant of Levi, Aaron became Israel’s first high priest, and all future priests were his descendants. (Exodus 4:15)






FACT


Putting words in his mouth? When God appointed Aaron as Moses’ spokesperson (4:16), Moses was probably already familiar with the idea of someone being the "mouth" of another person. In ancient Egypt, there was a high official known as "the mouth of the king" whose job was to speak to the people of Egypt on behalf of Pharaoh.





EXODUS—NOTE ON 4:18–31 These verses are a transition from Moses’ exile in Midian to his return to Egypt.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 4:21 I will harden his heart. The hardening of Pharaoh’s heart is referred to throughout chs. 4–14, emphasizing Pharaoh’s responsibility for his own actions (e.g., 8:15, 32; 9:34). However, the Lord states here that it is his sovereign hand that ultimately governs the events. Even if God hardens a sinner’s heart, however, that person still remains responsible for his sin. See Rom. 9:16–18.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 4:22–23 Israel is my firstborn son. God has remembered his covenant with Abraham (see Gen. 15:13–21). He will bring his people to the land promised to their fathers (see Gen. 15:16; 28:15). Israel’s true identity goes back to a time long before they had been in Egypt’s service.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 4:24–26 The covenant requires circumcision (Gen. 17:9–14). Failure to be circumcised may lead to being “cut off” (some form of severe punishment from God; see note on Ex. 12:15).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 4:27 Aaron is to meet Moses at the mountain of God, which is also where Moses first received the call to lead Israel out of Egypt (see 3:1 and note).

5:1–7:7 Moses and Aaron: Initial Request. This section describes Moses’ and Aaron’s initial audience and request before Pharaoh (5:1–21) and the Lord’s promises and encouragement in light of Pharaoh’s response (5:22–6:9; 7:1–7). It also includes a genealogy of Moses and Aaron (6:10–30).




FACT


Pharaoh. Egypt’s kings, called pharaohs, had absolute power over everything in Egypt. The OT mentions at least 10 different pharaohs.





EXODUS—NOTE ON 5:1 Thus says the LORD. Such statements of divine authority were common in the ancient Near East (compare v. 10) and among Hebrew prophets (e.g., Isa. 38:4–8; Jer. 2:1–2).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 5:2 Pharaoh’s statement that he does not know the Lord may show a lack of knowledge of God’s true identity, but it also shows his defiance against any claim the Lord might have on him. By contrast, God’s desire is that his people might “know that I am the LORD” (8:10; see also 7:5, 17; 8:22; 9:14, 29; 10:2; 11:7).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 5:10 Thus says Pharaoh. Note the contrast to “Thus says the LORD” (v. 1).




FACT


Why was straw needed for making bricks? To withstand the harsh weather in Egypt, buildings needed especially strong bricks. Mixing straw with the clay allowed the clay to bind together and helped the bricks to dry evenly (5:10).





EXODUS—NOTE ON 5:15–16 In Pharaoh’s presence, Israel’s foremen refer to themselves as your servants, which is highlighted by its repetition. In stark contrast, the Lord has called Israel “my people” (v. 1).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 5:22–23 Although the Lord had promised that he would deliver his people (3:8) and had predicted that Pharaoh would resist letting them go (3:19–20; 4:21), Moses did not know exactly how this would happen. His first encounter with Pharaoh seemed to have brought evil by making both Israel’s situation and Pharaoh’s disposition worse than before.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 6:1 The strong hand in this verse belongs to God, not to Pharaoh. The Hebrew verb translated “send . . . out” is translated “let . . . go” in 3:20 and in the repeated command, “Let my people go” (e.g., 8:1).




The Battle between Yahweh and the Rulers of Egypt

Exodus tells about the plagues God brings about as he frees his people from Egypt. The plagues affect areas of life supposedly protected by Egypt’s gods. Thus, they show God’s power over the gods of the world’s mightiest nation.


		Type of Plague	Reference	Warning?	Time of Warning	Instruction	Agent	Staff?	Pharaoh promises to let people go?	Pharaoh’s heart hardened?

	1st Cycle	1. Nile to blood	7:14–25	Yes	In the morning	Go to Pharaoh; Stand	Aaron	Yes	—	Yes

	2. Frogs from the Nile	8:1–15	Yes	—	Go in to Pharaoh	Aaron	Yes	Yes	Yes

	3. Dust to gnats	8:16–19	—	—	—	Aaron	Yes	—	Yes

	2nd Cycle	4. Flies	8:20–32	Yes	Early in the morning	Present yourself to Pharaoh	God	—	Yes	Yes

	5. Egyptian livestock die	9:1–7	Yes	—	Go in to Pharaoh	God	—	—	Yes

	6. Boils	9:8–12	—	—	—	Moses	—	—	Yes

	3rd Cycle	7. Hail	9:13–35	Yes	Early in the morning	Present yourself before Pharaoh	Moses	—	Yes	Yes

	8. Locusts	10:1–20	Yes	—	Go in to Pharaoh	Moses	Yes	Yes	Yes

	9. Darkness	10:21–29	—	—	—	Moses	Yes	Yes	Yes

	 	10. Death of firstborn	11:1–10; 12:29–32	Yes	—	—	God	Yes	Yes	Yes







EXODUS—NOTE ON 6:3–8 God appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (e.g., Gen. 17:1; 26:2; 28:13), but by my name the LORD I did not make myself known to them. This may mean that the patriarchs did not fully understand the essential character of God as represented by the name Yahweh.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 6:6 redeem. See note on 15:13.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 6:7 I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God expresses the central idea of Israel’s relationship with the Lord (see Deut. 7:6–9). God will give them great blessing, protection, and joy. and you shall know that I am the LORD your God. God will reveal himself to Israel through his acts on their behalf (see Ex. 10:2).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 6:12 I am of uncircumcised lips (compare v. 30). It is difficult to determine whether Moses means something different from being “slow of speech and of tongue” (4:10). The phrase may echo 4:24–26. If so, Moses could be saying that he feels not only physically unable to speak (4:10) but also personally unfit to fulfill the task (compare Isa. 6:5).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 6:14–25 The genealogy begins as if the sons or heads of the household of Jacob’s sons will be listed in birth order (v. 14). First it names the sons of Reuben (v. 14b) and then Simeon (v. 15). Then it stops to focus on the sons of Levi (v. 16) and in particular on Aaron, Moses (v. 20), and Aaron’s sons (vv. 23, 25). The genealogy functions primarily to preserve (1) the family history of Moses and Aaron as the ones through whom the Lord led Israel out of Egypt, and (2) the history of Aaron’s sons as those who were called to be priests in Israel (see 28:1). Other figures in the genealogy are likely included because of their roles in events narrated in the book of Numbers: the sons of Korah (Ex. 6:24; Num. 16:1–50); and Aaron’s grandson Phinehas (Ex. 6:25; Num. 25:1–9). Like many biblical genealogies, this one does not include every single generation.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 7:5 The Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD. The Hebrew term translated “the LORD” is the name God revealed to Moses (3:14–15). The Egyptians will know “that I am Yahweh,” Israel’s covenant God. See note on 5:2.




FACT


Lord of all creation. Each of the 10 plagues showed clearly that the God of Israel was infinitely more powerful than the false gods of the Egyptians.





7:8–15:21 Plagues and Exodus. This section includes the initial sign that Moses and Aaron perform before Pharaoh (7:8–13), the first nine plagues (7:14–10:29) leading up to the lengthy account and instructions surrounding the tenth plague and the exodus (11:1–13:16), and the crossing of the Red Sea and subsequent celebration (13:17–15:21).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 7:9 The staff signifies that God is the one working the signs through Moses and Aaron (see 4:1–17). See chart.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 7:11–12 This is the first of three times where the magicians of Egypt see the sign that Aaron performs and then do the same by their secret arts (also v. 22; 8:7). “Magician” likely refers to men who saw themselves as using their magic arts to serve Egypt’s gods but who also were considered teachers of wisdom. Exodus does not provide any further explanation of how the magicians performed these signs. Although the magicians were able to perform each sign, they did not control the situation completely, as when Aaron’s staff swallowed up their staffs.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 7:13 While the recurring references to the hardness of Pharaoh’s heart show that the Lord is sovereign over the events (see 4:21; 7:3), they also show that Pharaoh is responsible for his own actions (see also 8:15, 32). See also Ps. 95:8; Heb. 3:7–4:13.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 7:14 Then the LORD said to Moses. This phrase introduces each plague (see 8:1, 16, 20; 9:1, 8, 13; 10:1, 21; 11:1). The events are governed by the word of the Lord spoken to Moses. Pharaoh’s heart is hardened. Even before the first plague, the Lord had said he would harden Pharaoh’s heart (4:21; 7:3). Pharaoh showed the state of his heart by refusing to listen (7:13).




FACT


River turned to blood. Egypt’s most important gods were associated with the Nile River. Turning the Nile to blood proved that the God of Israel had supreme control of the rivers.





EXODUS—NOTE ON 7:16 The LORD, the God of the Hebrews. To the king of a powerful nation like Egypt, the Lord’s identification with an enslaved people would seem to indicate that he had no power or authority. However, the Lord will reveal otherwise.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 7:19 even in vessels of wood and . . . stone. The extent of the first plague shows that it is not the result of natural causes.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 7:24–25 The description of the Egyptian people digging for water (v. 24) and the time frame of seven full days (v. 25) indicate that the magicians could not reverse the effects of the plague or cleanse the Nile.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 8:3–4 The account emphasizes that the effects will extend beyond the water of the Nile.




FACT


Frogs. The Egyptians worshiped the god Hekt, who was portrayed as having the head of a frog.





EXODUS—NOTE ON 8:7 This is the third time that the magicians observed the sign Aaron performed and then did the same by their secret arts (see 7:11–12 and note; 7:22). In each case, the narrator offers no further comment on the magicians’ work but focuses instead on how the events show God’s power.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 8:8 Pharaoh told Moses and Aaron to plead with the LORD to take away the frogs. Pharaoh knows the magicians of Egypt cannot do this. Even after this demonstration of God’s power, Pharaoh thinks it is up to him whether to keep Israel or to let the people go.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 8:14–15 Even when the Lord removes the frogs as Pharaoh asks, Pharaoh still refuses to obey.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 8:15 As the LORD had said (see 7:13, 22; 8:19; also 9:12, 35) further underscores that God controls the events.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 8:18–19 Some of Pharaoh’s servants (see also 10:7) recognize that the God of Moses and Aaron has power over Egypt. Pharaoh’s persistent defiance is harming his own people.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 8:20–21 In his message to Pharaoh the Lord refers to Israel as my people (v. 20; see 3:7) and to Egypt as your people (8:21). God will treat the two groups differently in the fourth plague.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 8:22 The land of Goshen (perhaps the eastern delta in Egypt) was originally given to Jacob and his family (Gen. 47:4–6). that you may know that I am the LORD in the midst of the earth. The Lord states repeatedly that the purpose of the plagues is that Pharaoh and the Egyptians would know who the Lord is (see note on Ex. 5:2).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 8:28 Even as he asks for Moses to intercede for him, Pharaoh tries to preserve some appearance of power by setting the conditions under which he would let Israel go (only you must not go very far away).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 9:1 the God of the Hebrews. Compare 3:18; 7:16. After the fourth plague (8:20–32), Pharaoh should begin to understand that the Lord favors Israel. This will be seen in the fifth plague (9:1–7) as well.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 9:8 Here the Lord commands Moses to bring about the sign. Moses is maturing in his leadership role.




FACT


Death of livestock. A number of the Egyptian gods were portrayed as having the head of an animal: Apis and Mnevis (bulls) and Khnum (a ram). Isis was depicted with cow horns on her head.





EXODUS—NOTE ON 9:9 The boils of the sixth plague are the first plague to affect the Egyptians physically. The plagues continue to grow both in what they show of the Lord’s power and in their direct effect on the lives of Pharaoh and his people.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 9:13–35 The Lord explains to Pharaoh the power and purposes of the plagues (vv. 14–17). It is the first time he offers Pharaoh a way to avoid the effects of a plague (vv. 18–19).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 9:14–16 Although Pharaoh considered himself a representative of divine power, the plagues have revealed that there is no one like the Lord in all the earth (see v. 29). It was only by God’s mercy that Egypt had not yet been destroyed from the earth. In God’s plan, Pharaoh’s main purpose was to show the Lord’s power, so that the Lord’s name would be proclaimed in all the earth.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 9:14 this time I will send all my plagues on you yourself. Literally (see esv footnote), “this time I will send all my plagues on your heart” (that is, on Pharaoh’s hard heart).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 9:18–21 Explaining how to find safe shelter from the hail was a test to indicate who had taken the plagues to heart and now feared the word of the LORD. The reference to those who did not pay attention to the word of the LORD again focuses on the hearts of Pharaoh and his servants (see v. 14). The Hebrew phrase is literally, “whoever did not set his heart to the word of the Lord.”

EXODUS—NOTE ON 9:27 This time I have sinned. Even though he admits guilt for the first time, Pharaoh is still wrong: he has sinned in response to each plague, not just “this time.”

EXODUS—NOTE ON 9:31–32 The explanation about Egypt’s crops indicates that Pharaoh took comfort from what remained in his land rather than acknowledging the destruction that had already come.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 9:34 he . . . hardened his heart, he and his servants. Pharaoh’s resistance to the Lord encourages his servants to adopt the same attitude.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 9:35 The two references to the heart of Pharaoh represent both his responsibility for his own actions (v. 34) and the Lord’s sovereign control (v. 35; see also 10:1).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 10:1 I have hardened his heart and the heart of his servants. From here on, it is usually the Lord who is referred to as hardening the heart of Pharaoh (see note on 4:21).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 10:2 The Lord has Moses tell Pharaoh several times that he brought the plagues to the Egyptians so that you may know that I am the LORD. Here, he reminds Moses that this is also his purpose for Israel (see 6:7).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 10:6 The warning, timing, and extent of this plague indicate that, like the hail of the seventh plague, it was not simply a normal experience.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 10:7 Like the magicians in 8:19, some of Pharaoh’s servants recognize what the plagues signify and boldly suggest to Pharaoh that he is not acting in his people’s best interest.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 10:8–11 Pharaoh listens to his servants (v. 7). For the first time he calls Moses and Aaron back before a plague begins. However, as before, Pharaoh responds to Moses’ answer with only partial obedience to the Lord’s command. Then he angrily sends them away.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 10:17 Pharaoh pleads with Moses and Aaron that his sin be forgiven only this once. Compare “This time I have sinned” (9:27; see also 9:14). He recognizes neither the nature of his actions nor the seriousness of what the plagues represent.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 10:19 Red Sea. See note on 13:18.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 10:24 Pharaoh has offered to let the Israelites go and sacrifice “within the land” (8:25), without “your little ones” (10:9–11), and now without your flocks and your herds. Pharaoh is trying to keep some control over Israel by offering these compromises. He continues to ignore what the Lord has told him to do.




FACT


Was Pharaoh considered a god? According to some ancient Egyptian sources, each morning the pharaoh would conduct "the Rite of the House of the Morning," a ritual believed to awaken the sun god, causing the sun to rise.





EXODUS—NOTE ON 10:27–29 The interchange between Pharaoh and Moses in v. 28 may indicate that the warning of the tenth plague (11:4–8) comes while Moses is still in Pharaoh’s presence.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 11:1–15:21 The chapters describing the tenth and final plague include extended accounts relating to: the warning (11:1–10); the instructions for Israel’s Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread (12:1–28); the plague (12:29–32); the exodus (12:33–42); the statute for the Passover (12:43–51); the command to consecrate the firstborn and celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread (13:1–16); how Israel went out of Egypt (13:17–22); the events of the Red Sea (14:1–31); and the songs of Moses (15:1–18) and Miriam (15:19–21).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 11:1 Yet one plague more. This is the first time Moses is told precisely when the plagues will end.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 11:2–3 The Lord instructs Israel to ask the Egyptians for silver and gold, a fulfillment of what he told Moses at the burning bush (3:21–22).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 11:4 This time, when Moses declares, “Thus says the LORD,” he does not repeat the request to let Israel go. This points to the finality of the coming plague.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 11:5 Earlier, God referred to Israel as “my firstborn son” (4:22) and said that Pharaoh’s refusal would result in the death of his firstborn (4:23). Since Pharaoh is his people’s representative, the plagues impact both him and his people.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 11:7 The LORD makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel, not because of anything good in Israel or bad in Egypt. Rather, this distinction is based on the Lord’s complete rule over all nations and his covenant promises to Abraham (see Deut. 7:6–11).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 12:1–28 The people of Israel are called to act obediently so that the Lord will “pass over” them during the tenth plague.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 12:2 The events of the plagues and the exodus are so significant for Israel’s identity as an emerging nation that the month they come out of Egypt will become for them the first month of the year.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 12:8 The Passover lamb is to be eaten with unleavened bread. Israel would be leaving Egypt so quickly that they would have packed up their dough before it rose (vv. 34, 39).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 12:11 Similar to the instruction about unleavened bread (v. 8), Israel is to eat the Passover dressed in a way that symbolizes their leaving Egypt in the middle of the night (vv. 31–34).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 12:12 Yahweh is the only true God of heaven and earth, and he is acting on the Israelites’ behalf. This is being displayed in judgment on Egypt’s land, animals, people, king, and gods.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 12:13 The blood placed on the doorway of the houses of Israel functioned both as the sign that they were a part of the Lord’s people and as the signal that their house should be protected by the Lord (see also vv. 21–23).




FACT


What is the purpose of a "sign"? A "sign" is a visible symbol of God’s work on his people’s behalf. Throughout Scripture, God gives signs to his people as reminders of his presence, power, and promises. The blood placed on the doorway of the Israelites’ houses was a sign (12:13) that the Israelites were the Lord’s people and that he would protect them from death.





EXODUS—NOTE ON 12:14–20 The instructions in this section relate particularly to the way that Israel will celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread in the Promised Land.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 12:15 that person shall be cut off from Israel (also v. 19). Eating leavened bread during the Passover was a serious sin. Although being “cut off” is the punishment for several violations of the law (e.g., Gen. 17:14; Lev. 7:20–21; 20:17), it is not usually stated whether the community or the Lord will carry out the punishment (see note on Ex. 31:14–15). In this case, it is possible that the people themselves were to remove the violator from the celebration of the Passover. This would have been a merciful warning against disregarding the covenant so that the person would not be “cut off” forever.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 12:19 a sojourner or a native of the land. See vv. 43–49. The sojourners were non-Israelites, living among Israel. Often they were converts to the Lord.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 12:22 hyssop. A bushy shrub used as a brush in cleansing ceremonies (see Lev. 14:4–7; Num. 19:6, 18).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 12:23 when he sees the blood. See note on v. 13.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 12:35–36 Israel’s asking for silver and gold jewelry and for clothing (v. 35) fulfills what the Lord had promised Moses at the burning bush (3:22) and what he had promised Abraham—that his descendants would come out (of Egypt) “with great possessions” (Gen. 15:14).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 12:37 While the sons of Jacob and their families arrived in Egypt with 70 persons (see 1:5), the people of Israel who were going out of the land now numbered more than six hundred thousand . . . , besides women and children. This would suggest a total of about 2 million people.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 12:39 Israel’s inability to prepare any provisions for themselves is merciful because the Lord will continually demonstrate his provision for them. Israel needs to fully trust the Lord during the journey to Sinai (see 15:24; 16:2; 17:2–3).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 12:41 The reference to Israel as the hosts of the LORD (also vv. 17, 51; 7:4) brings to mind a military image. The pharaoh mentioned in 1:8 had enslaved Israel because he feared they would form a military alliance with one of Egypt’s enemies (1:10). Yet now, when Israel is equipped for battle, it is not to fight Egypt but to be ready to go into the land the Lord has promised them (13:18).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 12:43–49 The rules related to the Passover were necessary in light of the “mixed multitude” that went out of Egypt with Israel (v. 38). Participation in the feasts required that a person be identified as a part of God’s people by being circumcised (v. 48).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 13:2 In addition to the yearly sacrifice of the Passover (see 12:1–13), Israel is also called to consecrate to the Lord all the firstborn in Israel, whether animal or human. The instructions for how and why this is to be done are given in 13:11–16. This reminds Israel that their firstborn sons were spared (v. 15). “Consecrate” means “make holy by giving to God.” Thus the firstborn of sacrificial animals, such as sheep and cattle, had to be sacrificed. However, firstborn donkeys and humans had to be redeemed: a lamb was offered in sacrifice instead of them (vv. 12–13).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 13:3 The repeated statement that the Lord brought his people out by a strong hand (also vv. 9, 14, 16) is the reason Israel is called to be faithful in keeping both the Feast of Unleavened Bread (vv. 3, 9) and the consecration of all the firstborn (vv. 14, 16). The statement also seems to be intended to encourage Israel to fear the Lord instead of the nations who inhabit the land of Canaan (see vv. 5, 11).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 13:6–7 These instructions relate to the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which begins with the celebration of Passover and is observed for seven days (see 12:14–20).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 13:9 The Lord’s rules should govern Israel so fully that they would be obvious, like marks on your hand and between your eyes (also v. 16). that the law of the LORD may be in your mouth. They are to remind themselves and their children about the Lord’s rules (Deut. 6:7).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 13:11–16 set apart to the LORD all that first opens the womb (v. 12). Every firstborn was regarded as belonging to the Lord. And when in time to come your son asks you, “What does this mean?” you shall say . . .  (vv. 14–15). Parents were to explain to their children why they did the things that the Lord asked of them.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 13:17 Although the Lord has clearly shown that he can bring his people victoriously through the land of the Philistines, he mercifully chooses to take them on another route that will not lead to immediate armed conflict. However, this route will result in Israel being hemmed in between the Red Sea and Pharaoh’s army of chariots (see 14:5–9).




FACT


The word redeem (13:13) means to free someone or something from harm by paying a price. Jesus is the supreme example of redemption in the Bible. He paid the ultimate price—his very life—to bring freedom from sin and eternal life to all who would put their trust in him, irrespective of background.





EXODUS—NOTE ON 13:18 toward the Red Sea. Here and in other accounts of the crossing of the sea, the water is referred to as Yam Sup (see also 15:4; Deut. 11:4; Ps. 106:7, 9, 22). Some modern scholars interpret Yam Sup as “Sea of Reeds/Papyrus.” Because papyrus does not grow along the Red Sea/Gulf of Suez, some scholars have concluded that the Yam Sup is one of the marshy lakes in the area north of the Red Sea. They think the Israelites crossed a marshy area of a lake rather than a large body of water such as the Red Sea. Other scholars disagree, proposing that sup is related to a word that means “end.” So yam sup would refer to the sea at the end of the land of Egypt (that is, the Red Sea). Every certain reference to yam sup in the Bible refers to the Red Sea or its northern extensions in the Gulfs of Aqaba and Suez (e.g., 1 Kings 9:26; Jer. 49:21). This suggests that the name Yam Sup is best understood to denote the Red Sea/Gulf of Suez and, therefore, the Israelites crossed this major body of water when they fled Egypt.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 13:19 Taking the bones of Joseph to Canaan fulfilled his last wishes (Gen. 50:24–25) and reaffirmed that God had kept his promises.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 13:21–22 Throughout the events of Exodus, cloud and fire signify God’s presence (3:2; 16:10; 19:18; 40:38).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 14:2 The body of water that Israel is about to cross is referred to simply as “the sea” in this section. The exact route of the exodus is uncertain, but it is likely that they crossed the Red Sea at its northern end (see note on 13:18).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 14:4 The content of this verse is repeated nearly verbatim in vv. 17–18.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 14:5 What is this we have done . . . ? This arrogant question exhibits the hardness of heart that the Lord said he would bring about (see vv. 4, 8, 17).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 14:7 Chariots were a significant advantage in ancient Near Eastern warfare. Egypt was skilled in their use, as indicated by the six hundred chosen chariots in addition to all the others. Pharaoh was using his most imposing weapons to fight against what appeared to be a wandering and trapped nation.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 14:10 they feared greatly. God calls Israel to fear him more than any human force (see vv. 13, 31).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 14:12 When the people of Israel say, “it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness,” they are forgetting that the Lord himself brought them to this place.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 14:13 Fear not. Israel is being called once again not to fear any other nation or circumstance (see v. 10) but to fear the Lord (see v. 31).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 14:17–18 Although the plagues have continually revealed that all honor belongs to the Lord, and not to Pharaoh, the victory over Pharaoh’s chariots in the Red Sea will increase the Lord’s status in Egypt and the surrounding nations (see 9:16; 15:14–16).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 14:19 the angel of God. See note on 3:2–4.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 14:22 The text is clear that this is not a purely natural event. Similar events will take place when Joshua leads Israel across the Jordan into Canaan (Josh. 3:14–17), when Elijah and Elisha cross the Jordan together (2 Kings 2:8), and when Elisha returns across the Jordan alone (2 Kings 2:14).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 14:31 they believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses. Since the Lord has chosen Moses as the one through whom he will reveal his word, Israel must learn to follow Moses (see vv. 10, 13).




FACT


Chariots (14:23) were two-wheeled vehicles pulled by horses. They were made of wood and leather. Mainly intended for battle, chariots often had two riders: a driver and a warrior. Chariots were also used for hunting and for transportation. They were symbols of wealth and power. Egyptian pharaohs were sometimes buried with a chariot.





EXODUS—NOTE ON 15:1–18 The song of praise is a celebration of the Lord’s triumph over Pharaoh’s army in the Red Sea. It is similar to other songs or psalms in both the OT and NT that celebrate particular events: Deborah and Barak’s song in response to victory over Sisera and Jabin (Judg. 5:1–31); Hannah’s song at Samuel’s birth (1 Sam. 2:1–10); Mary’s response to the angel’s news (Luke 1:46–55); and Zechariah’s prophecy after John the Baptist’s birth (Luke 1:68–79).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 15:1 the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. The drowning of Pharaoh’s army is the central event celebrated by the song.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 15:2 My father’s God echoes the Lord’s words to Moses at the burning bush (“the God of your father”; 3:6).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 15:4 Red Sea. See note on 13:18.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 15:6 right hand (v. 12; compare v. 16). See also 6:1; 7:4–5.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 15:9 While the words of the enemy refer first of all to the actions of the Egyptians (pursue, overtake; see 14:9) who intended to bring Israel back to serve as their slaves (see 14:5), they also represent the pride and desire of any adversary of the Lord and his people (that is, to divide the spoil, destroy).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 15:13–18 These verses describe Israel’s journey out of Egypt and into Canaan. They anticipate the surrounding peoples’ fear. your own mountain, the place . . . you have made for your abode (v. 17). In one sense, all of Canaan is to be God’s dwelling. But his “abode” may refer more specifically to the hill of Jerusalem, where God’s temple will stand.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 15:13 Redeemed refers to God’s dealings for the sake of his people. Compare 6:6; Ps. 77:15; 106:10; Isa. 52:9. See note on Isa. 41:14.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 15:16 purchased. An image for how God “acquired” his people through his great deeds on their behalf. Compare Ps. 74:2.

15:22–18:27 Journey. Israel journeys from Egypt to Rephidim and responds to difficulties like the need for water (15:22–27; 17:1–7) and food (16:1–36). The narrative also includes two difficult situations the people face while encamped at Rephidim: the external attack by another nation (17:8) and the internal question of how to help the people make decisions according to God’s will (ch. 18). From Rephidim Israel will make their final short journey to the wilderness of Sinai (see 19:2).




Miriam


Miriam was the sister of Moses and Aaron. It was probably Miriam who saw Pharaoh’s daughter rescue Moses from the water, and offered to call a Hebrew woman to nurse the child. As a result, Moses was nursed by his own mother, who was paid wages to care for him. Miriam was a prophetess. Following the exodus she led the women of Israel in song and dance to celebrate God’s deliverance. Along with Aaron, she criticized Moses for marrying a Cushite woman, thus challenging his authority. God punished Miriam by inflicting her with leprosy, though she was healed after Moses prayed for her. Micah 6:4 lists Miriam alongside her brothers as one whom God appointed to lead Israel. (Exodus 15:20–21)





EXODUS—NOTE ON 15:22–27 The people of Israel do not trust that the Lord’s presence is sufficient for their protection and provision. This will be a recurring struggle in the journey to Sinai (see 16:2–3; 17:2–3) and beyond.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 15:24–26 grumbled. Israel had just seen the power of the Lord unforgettably demonstrated, yet they failed to trust him. In contrast, Moses cried to the LORD to meet their needs. The statute was intended to demonstrate that if the people would diligently listen to the voice of the LORD, he would always heal them.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 15:25–26 The statute calls Israel to obey all that the Lord has commanded and all that he will reveal later. This requires that the people follow Moses, through whom they will listen to the voice of the LORD.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 15:27 Elim, with its twelve springs and seventy palm trees, showed Israel that, since the Lord was leading them, they should not complain too quickly about difficult circumstances.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 16:2 Although the people grumbled against Moses and Aaron, Moses will make it clear that their complaint is really against the Lord (see v. 7).




FACT


Manna for Christians today? The manna that appeared each morning with the dew foreshadowed Jesus Christ, who is the true Bread from heaven (John 6:30–58).





EXODUS—NOTE ON 16:3 When the people of Israel wish that they had died, they show that they have not understood who God is and how he is working to fulfill his promises.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 16:4 When God provided bread from heaven, it met Israel’s physical needs and showed that their whole lives were to be sustained by the Lord and governed by his word.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 16:7 The people are responding to the Lord’s power as if it is disconnected from who he is (see v. 3). Moses says that they will see the glory of the LORD (v. 10), which is a sign of his presence (see 24:16–17; 40:34–35).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 16:15 The term “manna” (see v. 31) sounds like the Hebrew phrase “What is it?” (see esv footnote).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 16:20 When the people do not listen to Moses, they are not obeying the Lord, who chose Moses to lead them.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 16:22–30 The instructions for gathering manna for six days and resting on the seventh as a holy Sabbath (v. 23) begin to shape Israel in the pattern of regular work and rest.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 16:24 The manna’s condition (without stink and worms) is controlled, as their lives should be, by the word of the Lord (see v. 28).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 16:32–34 placed it before the testimony. The “testimony” refers to the two tablets of the Ten Commandments (see 31:18; 34:28–29) that will be placed in the ark (see 25:16).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 16:35 That Israel ate manna till they came to the border of the land of Canaan indicates that at least this verse was written after Israel had finished its wandering in the wilderness (see Josh. 5:12).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 17:2 The people again quarrel with Moses. He wonders why they continue to test the LORD (see also v. 7). They show a hardness of heart like Pharaoh and the Egyptians, which is how Ps. 95:7–9 describes these events.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 17:6 at Horeb. See note on 3:1. I will stand before you there on the rock. A further example of God’s promise to Moses, “I will be with you” (3:12). The Lord’s presence presumably was in the pillar of cloud (see 13:21–22). Because of God’s promise to stand there “on the rock,” some interpreters see a close identification between God’s presence and the rock itself. The command, you shall strike the rock, is therefore understood as a command to strike God himself, the source of the life-giving water that flowed from the rock.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 17:7 The place where these events happened will bear names that reflect the events (see esv footnotes). The names will be a reminder for the people.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 17:8–16 While Israel is camped at Rephidim (v. 8; compare v. 1), they are attacked by the people of Amalek, who inhabited the northern Sinai peninsula (Gen. 14:7).




FACT


Who were the Amalekites? The Amalekites were nomads living in the northern Sinai peninsula. They were the first to attack the Israelites after the exodus. They remained a threat to Israel for hundreds of years.





EXODUS—NOTE ON 17:9–13 The focus on Moses’ hand(s) (vv. 9, 11, 12) indicates two things that the Israelites need to take to heart: (1) Moses is the Lord’s choice to lead Israel (notice that Moses’ hands relate to who prevailed; v. 11); and (2) the Lord is bringing about their deliverance through Moses (signified by the staff of God in Moses’ hand).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 17:9 This is the first mention of Joshua, who will act as an assistant to Moses (see 24:13; 33:11). He will be among the few who are faithful in the wilderness (see Num. 14:6–9, 30). He will succeed Moses, leading Israel into Canaan (see Josh. 1:1–9).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 17:14–16 No explicit reason is given for the severity of the Lord’s judgment on Amalek. (But see note on Josh. 6:17–18.) A later reference to the event (Deut. 25:17–19) says that Amalek “did not fear God,” having attacked the people of Israel who were trailing behind and tired from the journey. The Amalekites still posed a threat to Israel in the days of Saul and David (1 Sam. 15:3).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 18:1–27 Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses’ father-in-law (see 3:1; 4:18). These verses repeat and emphasize several times Jethro’s relationship to Moses.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 18:2 Zipporah was last mentioned traveling with Moses on the way back to Egypt (see 4:20, 24–26). The narrative does not describe why Moses sent her home, though it was probably for her safety. The interchange between Jethro and Moses appears to signify a relationship of peace and goodwill.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 18:3–4 The names of Moses’ sons remind Moses (and Israel) of his time as a sojourner (see 2:22) in another land and that Yahweh, the God of his father, was his help (see 3:6).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 18:5 The provision of water from a rock takes place at Horeb (see 17:6) while Israel is camped at Rephidim (17:1, 8). The reference to Moses being encamped at the mountain of God seems to indicate that the events of this chapter occur at the same place. From here Israel will make the short trip to Mount Sinai (19:2).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 18:8–12 Having heard what the Lord has done on Israel’s behalf, Jethro responds in a way that shows more faith than the response of those who had experienced the Lord’s power firsthand.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 18:13–26 Jethro upholds Moses’ role as the one through whom Israel would know the statutes of God and his laws (v. 16). He helps Moses find a way to have others bear the burden of judging the people (v. 22), thus ensuring their well-being.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 19:1–40:38 Covenant at Sinai. The second half of Exodus focuses on the events at Mount Sinai and the content of the law revealed to Moses.

19:1–25 Setting: Sinai. Israel arrives at Mount Sinai, where the rest of the events of Exodus will take place and where the Lord will reveal his covenant through Moses. In ch. 19, the Lord tells Moses how to prepare Israel for his presence at Sinai.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 19:1–3 When Israel comes to the wilderness of Sinai and camps at the mountain, the Lord’s promise to Moses is fulfilled. He has brought the people out of Egypt and they will “serve God on this mountain” (3:12). On the third new moon means they arrived at Sinai about seven weeks after the exodus.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 19:4–6 The Lord calls Israel to be faithful to his covenant with them even before he has fully revealed it to them.




FACT


On eagles’ wings. The kind of eagle that the author of Exodus probably had in mind had a wingspan of 8 to 10 feet (2–3 m), making it a fitting symbol of the Lord’s ability to rescue his people from their life of slavery in Egypt.





EXODUS—NOTE ON 19:6 When the Lord calls Israel a kingdom of priests and a holy nation, he is referring to what Israel’s life as a whole is to represent among the nations. By keeping the covenant (v. 5), the people of Israel would continue not only to set themselves apart from the surrounding nations but also to mediate the presence and blessing of the Lord to them (see Gen. 12:3; note on Isa. 61:5–7). When Peter applies these terms to the church (1 Pet. 2:5, 9), he is calling believers to faithfulness so that those around them “may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation” (1 Pet. 2:12).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 19:10–13 Through the instructions to consecrate the people and to set limits, the Lord is preparing Israel for the worship that will occur in the tabernacle (see 26:31–37). The Hebrew word for “consecrate” means to “set apart as holy.” Moses is to prepare Israel to come before a holy God. wash their garments. Consecration includes changes in daily living (see 19:17).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 19:15 The instruction to not go near a woman probably includes abstaining from sex as a way of preparing to meet with God (compare Lev. 15:16–18). It does not imply that there is anything inherently unacceptable either in sexual relations or in women.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 19:16–20 All of these sights and sounds signify the Lord’s presence (v. 18).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 19:22–24 The reference to the priests precedes the Lord’s instructions that Aaron and his sons will fill that role (see 28:1). If Aaron’s sons are being referred to here, they are grouped with the people who are restricted from coming up on the mountain. break out against them. That is, kill them (compare Lev. 10:1–2; 2 Sam. 6:6–8).

20:1–23:33 Covenant Words and Rules. This section records what will later be referred to as the “Book of the Covenant” (24:7) and includes: the Ten Commandments (20:1–21); instructions on worship (20:22–26; 23:10–19); rules and principles for community life (21:1–23:9); and instructions for entering the land of Canaan (23:20–33).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 20:1–21 (See note on Deut. 5:1–21.) The Ten Commandments or “ten words” (see esv footnote at Ex. 34:28) are highlighted as the core of the covenant conditions revealed to Moses. They define the life that God calls his people to live before him (20:1–11) and with each other (vv. 12–17). The commandments are not exhaustive, but they show how to remain faithful to the Lord. NT authors assume the applicability of these commands in shaping the moral life of both Jewish and Gentile Christians (e.g., Rom. 13:9–10; Eph. 6:2).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 20:1 When God spoke all these words, he did so in such a way that all the people could hear. Compare “I have talked with you from heaven” (v. 22).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 20:2 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of . . . Egypt. Throughout Israel’s history, the Lord will identify himself in terms of his deliverance of the nation from Egypt (e.g., Judg. 6:8; 1 Sam. 10:18; Ps. 81:10; Jer. 34:13).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 20:3 You shall have no other gods. The Lord demands exclusive covenant loyalty. As the one true God, he cannot tolerate the worship of any “other gods” (22:20; 23:13, 24, 32). before me. This Hebrew expression most likely refers to worshiping other gods in addition to the Lord. Even though this commandment does not comment on whether these “other gods” might exist, Moses’ statement to a later generation makes clear that only “the LORD is God; there is no other besides him” (Deut. 4:35, 39; see also Isa. 45:5–6). See also note on Deut. 5:7.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 20:4–6 You shall not make for yourself a carved image. The Lord commands Israel not to craft an image of anything in heaven or earth for worship. This is because the Lord is a jealous God (see 34:14; Deut. 6:15). The Lord has no physical form and cannot be contained in one (Deut. 4:15–20).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 20:5–6 a jealous God. God the Creator is worthy of all honor from his creation. His creatures are functioning properly only when they give him the honor and worship that he deserves. God’s jealousy shows his concern for his creatures’ well-being. visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children. Human experience confirms that immoral behavior by parents often results in suffering for their children and grandchildren. But this general principle is qualified in two ways: First, it applies only to those who hate God; the cycle of sin and suffering can be broken through repentance. Second, the suffering comes to the third and the fourth generation, while God shows steadfast love (v. 6) to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments (that is, to the thousandth generation; see esv footnote and compare Deut. 7:9).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 20:7 Taking the Lord’s name in vain (see note on Deut. 5:11) refers primarily to taking a deceptive oath in God’s name or invoking God’s name to justify a dishonest act (Lev. 19:12). It also forbids using God’s name in magic, or irreverently, or disrespectfully (Lev. 24:10–16).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 20:8–11 Israel is to remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy (see notes on Deut. 5:12–15). The Lord had already begun to form the people’s life in the rhythm of collecting manna for six days (Ex. 20:9) and resting on the seventh day as a Sabbath (see 16:22–26). Here the command imitates the Lord’s pattern in creation (see Gen. 2:1–3).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 20:12 Honor your father and your mother. “Honor” means to show the proper respect due to the person and his or her role. Both Jesus and Paul underline the importance of this command (Mark 7:1–13; Eph. 6:1–3; 1 Tim. 5:4). This is the only one of the Ten Commandments with a specific promise attached to it: that your days may be long—meaning not just a long life but one filled with God’s presence and favor. See note on Deut. 5:16.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 20:13–15 The sixth through eighth commandments present general prohibitions not to murder (see note on Deut. 5:17), commit adultery, or steal. These are the minimum standards for a just society. Israel is later called to be holy and to love the Lord with all their heart, soul, and might (Deut. 6:4–9), and to show their neighbors goodwill and generosity (Lev. 19:18). When Jesus refers to the law in the Sermon on the Mount (“you have heard that it was said,” Matt. 5:21–48), he is correcting the mistaken assumption that these laws (as understood by the Pharisees) revealed all of what it meant to be a child of God. (See Matt. 5:21–24, 27–28; and note on Matt. 5:21–48.)

EXODUS—NOTE ON 20:16 Acting as a false witness (see 23:1–3) suggests a legal trial in which false testimony could lead to unjust punishment for one’s neighbor.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 20:17 While the previous four commandments focus on actions committed or words spoken (vv. 13–16), the tenth commandment warns against allowing the heart to covet . . . anything that is your neighbor’s. Coveting may cause a person to murder, steal, or lie in order to obtain the desired thing. Because coveting values a particular thing over trusting and obeying the Lord as the provider, it also breaks the first commandment.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 20:22–26 These verses introduce the first section of laws following the Ten Commandments (21:1–23:9), and 23:10–19 closes the section. Both the opening and closing verses focus on Israel’s worship. Israel’s relationship with the Lord is her first priority. The rules of 21:1–23:9 give more detailed explanations of the obligations implied by the first and second commandments (20:3–6).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 21:1–23:19 This section contains basic guidelines for living together as a just society and as a people set apart to the Lord. The specific laws are not intended to be exhaustive but are to encourage and safeguard justice, civility, and moral excellence.




FACT


How did people end up as slaves? The word translated "slave" can refer to several types of persons. Debt was the most common reason that people became slaves. The security provided by a good employer led some slaves to choose to remain in that status permanently. In ancient times, people could generally not be bought and sold at will, unlike much of the more horrific slavery in recent centuries around the world. Slavery has continued even to the present day, as vulnerable men, women, and even children are often forced into various kinds of unjust slavery. 





EXODUS—NOTE ON 21:1 The word rules could also be translated “rulings” or “judgments”—that is, decisions by a judge to settle disputes.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 21:2–11 When you buy a Hebrew slave. Despite the use of “buy,” it should be clear that slaves were considered human beings rather than mere possessions, since there is no mention of slaves in the laws governing loss of property (21:33–22:15). (See notes on 1 Cor. 7:21; Eph. 6:5; Col. 3:22–25; Philem. 18–19.)

EXODUS—NOTE ON 21:5–6 Debt was the most common reason that people became slaves. To take a destitute person as a slave could be seen as benevolent, as it guaranteed him food and shelter and some income. The security provided by a good employer led some slaves to choose to remain in that status forever.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 21:7–11 If a poor family could not afford a normal wedding, the father might “sell” his daughter to a rich man as his “slave,” that is, as a secondary wife like Zilpah and Bilhah (Gen. 29:24, 29). These laws aim to prevent any mistreatment the daughter might then face.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 21:13 The reference to a place to which he may flee looks forward to the cities of refuge that the Lord will provide (see Num. 35:9–15) to protect those who killed unintentionally.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 21:17 Placing this rule here, with the prescription of the death penalty, highlights the gravity of the command to honor one’s parents (20:12; see Mark 7:9–10).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 21:20–21 These verses provide a general rule relating to cases in which a slave has been severely beaten by his master (strikes his slave . . . with a rod). The instruction not to avenge a slave who survives such a beating because the slave is his money relates only to the financial circumstances of the one he serves; it is neither a description of how a slave as a person is to be understood, nor a prescription for how a slave is to be treated. The expectation for how Israelites were to treat one another (and particularly those who were typically oppressed or overlooked) is indicated in the repeated statements at the end of this section of laws: “You shall not wrong a sojourner or oppress him” (22:21–24; 23:6–9). If a sojourner (resident alien) is to be well treated, how much more an Israelite.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 21:22–25 These verses are difficult to interpret. The esv offers a traditional understanding in the text and an alternative view in the footnote. Interpreters agree that the passage describes a brawl in which a pregnant woman is accidentally hit, resulting in either a premature live birth or a miscarriage where the child dies (her children come out). Interpreters disagree, however, about the exact meaning of the Hebrew traditionally rendered there is no harm . . .  there is harm, and the judges determine (see esv footnote for the alternative reading). According to the traditional view, “harm” is suffered by either the woman or her baby. Depending on the extent of loss, the man who caused the injury shall pay “as the judges determine.” The alternative view assumes that the baby has died, and the issue is who should pay the penalty. In a fight, it may not be obvious who is responsible for the lethal blow. If the offender can be identified, he alone must pay for the loss of life (see v. 30). If the offender cannot be identified, the community (you) shall pay. Either interpretation clearly regards the unborn child as fully human (see Ps. 71:5–6 and note; Ps. 139:13–16).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 21:23–25 Compensation for a life taken or harmed shall be life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth . . . stripe for stripe (see also Lev. 24:17–22). As it applies to human life, the rule is grounded in humanity being made in God’s image (see Gen. 9:6). The principle was meant to guide judges in assessing damages. It was not intended to be applied literally in every case, and it assumed that circumstances would be taken into account (see Ex. 21:12–14, 19, 21, 26–28, 30). In Matt. 5:38–42, Jesus shows that the “eye for eye” principle was never intended to apply to ordinary human relationships; rather, believers should seek to imitate God’s generosity.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 21:28–29 When an animal gores and kills a person, it shall be stoned, for human life is holy to the Lord (see also 19:12–13).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 21:33–36 If a person was irresponsible (such as in not covering a pit, v. 33) or had previous knowledge of a problem (such as knowing but disregarding an ox’s tendency to gore, v. 36), such things should be taken into account when determining the amount of a fine.




FACT


Restitution. The Mosaic law decreed that those who caused others to lose property, through either theft or carelessness, had to make full restitution for the loss. By contrast, many other societies in both ancient and modern times have decreed prison time and even death for crimes against property.





EXODUS—NOTE ON 22:2–3 There is no penalty for killing an intruder who breaks in during the night, but if the sun has risen on him, the person who kills him is held responsible. The law protects both the one who is surprised by a thief at night and the thief himself, who could be identified during the day and brought to the judges for punishment.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 22:9 In this case, as also in v. 12, a person steals his neighbor’s property by falsely claiming that he himself was the victim of a thief. Then, the person must pay double to his neighbor, which is the standard punishment for theft (see v. 4). The dishonest person would say “this is it” to indicate that “this is the item in dispute.”

EXODUS—NOTE ON 22:16–17 Although seduces probably implies mutual consent, the man must provide for the woman he has seduced, both by marrying her (unless the father utterly refuses) and by paying the bride-price (see Deut. 22:28–29), even if the father forbids the marriage. Since the bride-price was equivalent to several years’ wages, this amounts to a huge fine for premarital intercourse.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 22:22 The Lord repeatedly forbids the mistreatment of the widow and the fatherless child (e.g., Isa. 1:17, 23; Jer. 7:5–7; Zech. 7:10).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 23:4–5 Israelites are called to show love for an enemy or for one who hates them.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 23:6 To pervert . . . justice could involve taking advantage of the poor in a lawsuit. It could also mean showing partiality to them by altering testimony (v. 3).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 23:10–19 See note on 20:22–26.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 23:10–11 See Lev. 25:2–7.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 23:14–17 This section introduces the feasts of Harvest and Ingathering, which are explained in further detail later (see Lev. 23:9–22).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 23:19 The reason for this rule is not explained. Boiling a young goat in its mother’s milk may have been a pagan religious ceremony practiced to induce fertility. Or it may be seen as a violation of the natural order: the young goat should drink its mother’s milk and gain life from it, not be cooked in it.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 23:20–22 The angel who will go before Israel is closely identified with God himself: my name is in him implies God’s nature and character; to obey his voice is to do all that I say.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 23:24 you shall not bow down to their gods. See note on 20:3.

24:1–18 Covenant Confirmed. This section describes three different aspects of the covenant being confirmed: (1) Moses leads the people of Israel in sacrificing to the Lord and in reconfirming the covenant (vv. 3–8); (2) Moses, Aaron and his sons, and the elders worship the Lord and share a meal in his presence (vv. 1–2, 9–11); and (3) Moses and Joshua go further up the mountain, so that Moses can enter the cloud of the Lord’s presence (vv. 12–18).




FACT


What was the purpose of the Mosaic covenant? Israel was already God’s chosen people because of the promises God made to Abraham. The covenant with Moses established the nation as a holy kingdom of priests, dedicated to serving God and teaching the other nations of the world about him (19:5–6). Israel was a theocracy, a nation ruled directly by God. The Mosaic covenant established the political, social, and religious aspects of Israel’s life.





EXODUS—NOTE ON 24:1–2 The rules about who can enter the Lord’s presence on Mount Sinai will prepare Israel for the similar rules regarding the tabernacle.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 24:4 This is one of three references in Exodus to Moses writing (also 34:28) or being commanded to write (17:14).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 24:5 Burnt offerings (10:25; 18:12) and peace offerings (20:24) have already been mentioned in Exodus, but the Lord had not yet given full instructions concerning them.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 24:6–8 Throwing blood . . . against the altar and on the people probably signifies cleansing and atonement. The blood links the altar and the people, symbolizing the union of God and Israel in the covenant.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 24:7 The Book of the Covenant apparently refers to both the Ten Commandments (20:1–21) and the commands and rules that follow (20:22–23:33).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 24:9–11 The men saw the God of Israel and remained unharmed. According to 33:20, “man shall not see [God] and live,” so the “seeing” here was something different. Compare 33:23, which perhaps describes a partial vision of God (see notes on John 1:18; Rev. 22:4). The clear surface they saw under his feet may indicate that this is all they saw of God.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 24:13–14 This is the first time Joshua is referred to as Moses’ assistant (also 33:11; Josh. 1:1). Hur helped Aaron hold up Moses’ hands during the battle with Amalek (Ex. 17:10–12).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 24:17–18 like a devouring fire. God’s presence is often signified by fire (see also 3:2; 13:21–22; 19:18; 40:38; compare Deut. 9:3). Moses is able to enter the cloud of God’s presence; he is the one with whom God has chosen to meet and therefore he will not be destroyed (see Ex. 24:9–11).

25:1–31:17 Instructions for the Tabernacle. The instructions for the tabernacle (25:1–31:17) and the description of those instructions being carried out (35:4–40:38) make up most of the second half of the book of Exodus. The tabernacle is the means through which the Lord chose to dwell among his people (see 25:8; 29:45). There are two important keys to understanding the symbolism of the tabernacle. First, the tabernacle is seen as a palace for Israel’s divine king. He is enthroned on the ark of the covenant in the Most Holy Place. Second, the tabernacle, like the garden of Eden, is where God dwells, and various details of the tabernacle suggest it is a mini-Eden.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 25:1–9 Israel’s contribution for the sanctuary most likely came from the precious metals and other things that the people brought out of Egypt (see 3:21–22; 11:2; 12:35–36).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 25:8 A sanctuary is a “holy place.” Like the ground at the burning bush, it is made holy by the Lord’s presence (3:5).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 25:9 Israel is to follow the pattern for building the sanctuary exactly as the Lord shows Moses (also v. 40; 26:30; 27:8). Obedience to God’s commands will show that the people fear him. Obedience to every detail is important because the structure itself will teach the people what it means to have a holy God dwell among them.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 25:10–22 The ark (see 37:1–9) is God’s throne, from where he will meet and speak with Moses (25:22). It will contain the testimony (v. 16), that is, the tablets on which the Ten Commandments will be written.




The Altar of Incense

The wooden altar, overlaid with pure gold (Ex. 30:1–10; 37:25–28), was 3 feet high, 1.5 feet long, and 1.5 feet wide (1 m x 0.5 m x 0.5 m). It stood in the Holy Place before the veil which separated the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place. It was transported by means of wooden poles which were overlaid with gold and inserted through rings attached to the sides of the altar.


[image: The Altar of Incense]







The Ark of the Covenant

The ark of the covenant (Ex. 25:10–22; 37:1–9) was the only piece of furniture in the Most Holy Place; the ark and its contents were kept hidden from view at all times. The ark itself was a wooden chest, overlaid with pure gold, measuring 3.75 feet long, 2.25 feet wide, and 2.25 feet high (1.1 m x 0.7 m x 0.7 m). It contained within it the two stone tablets of the Testimony (the Ten Commandments). The author of Hebrews adds that it also contained “a golden urn holding the manna, and Aaron’s staff that budded” (Heb. 9:4). The ark was not to be touched by human hands. Two wooden poles, overlaid with gold, were used to transport it and were not to be removed from the ark. The mercy seat, or atonement cover, was a solid golden slab that fitted perfectly on top of the ark. The golden cherubim, which were hammered out of the same piece of gold, had wings outstretched over the mercy seat and faces that looked downward (in reverent awe). It was here, from between the cherubim, that God spoke to Moses, the representative of the people of Israel. Ancient iconography often depicts cherubim as having a lion-like body, wings, and a human face.


[image: The Ark of the Covenant]







The Bronze Altar

The bronze altar for burnt offerings (Ex. 27:1–8; 38:1–7) stood in the outer courtyard with its poles removed. It was a hollow wooden box, overlaid with bronze, measuring 4.5 feet high, 7.5 feet long, and 7.5 feet wide (1.4 m x 2.3 m x 2.3 m). There was a bronze grating on the top and on the sides of the altar.


[image: The Bronze Altar]







The Golden Lampstand

The golden lampstand (Ex. 25:31–40) was made of pure gold, hammered out of one solid piece. Resting on a base, the central stem had six branches, three on either side, together carrying seven lamps. The lampstand with its branches was modeled on a flowering almond tree. Although the Bible text does not specify the size of the lampstand, the text indicates that the lampstand (and the utensels) were made out of pure gold, weighing one talent (about 75 lb. or 34 kg). The lampstand may have been 5 or 6 feet (1.5–1.8 m) tall.


[image: The Golden Lampstand]







The High Priest’s Holy Garments

The illustration depicts the holy garments worn by the high priests (Exodus 28; 39).

The turban of fine linen held a plate of pure shining gold, on which were engraved the Hebrew words for “Holy to YHWH.”

The ephod (a colorful linen torso garment held by a skillfully woven waistband) had two shoulder pieces, each holding an onyx stone. The names of the 12 sons of Israel were engraved on these two stones. The cloth breastpiece of judgment had four rows, each with three precious stones. Each of these stones had engraved upon it the name of one of the tribes of Israel. The breastpiece also contained the Urim and the Thummim, and was attached to the ephod by gold chains and rings. The blue robe was worn under the ephod (Lev. 8:7–8); colorful imitation pomegranates lined the hem of the robe, alternating with golden bells. The white coat or tunic of checkered weave and fine linen was probably held by the embroidered sash under the robe.


[image: The High Priest’s Holy Garments]







The Table for the Bread of the Presence

The wooden table, overlaid with pure gold (Ex. 25:23–30; 37:10–16), was 3 feet long, 1.5 feet wide, and 2.25 feet high (1 m x 0.5 m x 0.7 m). It held the 12 loaves (Lev. 24:5–9) of the bread of the Presence, which were holy (1 Sam. 21:4). Wooden poles, overlaid with gold, were inserted through the rings of the table when the table was transported.


[image: The Table for the Bread of the Presence]






EXODUS—NOTE ON 25:17–22 The noun translated mercy seat may be related to the verb meaning “to make atonement.” Some Bible versions translate it as “atonement cover.” Cherubim are the traditional guardians of holy places (see illustration).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 25:23–30 The table (see 37:10–16) is one of three items in the Holy Place (see 40:4–5; see illustration). The bread of the Presence consisted of 12 flat loaves of bread, symbolizing the 12 tribes of Israel (Lev. 24:5–9).




FACT


The table for the bread of the Presence held the 12 loaves of sacred bread which were baked the day before the Sabbath. On the Sabbath, the priests would eat the bread from the week before and replace it with the newly baked bread. This bread symbolized Israel’s dependence on God.





EXODUS—NOTE ON 25:31–40 The lampstand (see 37:17–24) provides light within the tabernacle. The priests will be instructed to keep it burning regularly (see 27:20–21; Lev. 24:1–4). It was a symbolic tree, recalling the tree of life in Eden.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 26:1–37 This section describes the curtains, frames, and bars (vv. 1–30) that would make up the tabernacle (see 36:8–38; and illustration). The tent’s external dimensions were 45 feet long, 15 feet wide, and 15 feet high (13.7 m by 4.6 m by 4.6 m). It was surrounded by a screened courtyard 50 yards by 25 yards (45.7 m by 22.9 m); see 27:9–19.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 26:1 cherubim. See note on 25:17–22.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 26:30 according to the plan for it that you were shown on the mountain. See note on 25:9.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 26:33–35 The Most Holy Place will contain only the ark of the testimony. It is separated by a veil from the Holy Place, which will include the altar of incense (30:1–10) in addition to the lampstand and table (25:23–40).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 27:1–8 This altar made of wood and overlaid with bronze is referred to later by its function: “the altar of burnt offering” (38:1–7). The altar was placed before the door of the tabernacle, with the bronze basin between them (40:6–7). The altar and the bronze basin were the only two items in the tabernacle courtyard (see illustration of the bronze altar). This is where the priests will offer sacrifices (see Lev. 1:1–7:38).




The Tabernacle Tent 

The entire tent was 45 feet (13.7 m) long, 15 feet (4.6 m) wide, and 15 feet (4.6 m) high. It was a wooden skeletal structure, overlaid with gold, with no solid roof or front wall (Ex. 26:15–29). Five wooden bars (overlaid with gold) passed through rings attached to each frame (Ex. 26:26–30).


[image: The Tabernacle Tent ]







The Tabernacle And Court

The tabernacle was a portable temple—a “tent of meeting”—within a movable courtyard (Exodus 25–31; 35–40). It was constructed after the pattern that Yahweh revealed to Moses on Mount Sinai, and was assembled in the desert as Moses led the Israelites from Egypt to the Promised Land. The tabernacle courtyard was 150 feet (46 m) long and 75 feet (23 m) wide, totaling 11,250 square feet (1,045 square meters).


[image: The Tabernacle And Court]
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[image: The Tabernacle Tent (left portion of illustration)]
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[image: The Tabernacle Tent (right portion of illustration)]
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FACT


The bronze altar was the largest item in the tabernacle courtyard, measuring more than seven feet square. Bronze was more resistant than other metals to the heat required for burnt offerings. The altar provided a contrast to the items inside the tabernacle tent, which were overlaid with gold.





EXODUS—NOTE ON 27:2 The altar is to have horns on each corner. Their function and significance are not explained.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 27:9–19 The court of the tabernacle (see 38:9–20) encloses the tabernacle and the bronze basin and altar of burnt offering (see illustration of the tabernacle).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 27:10–11 Metals of lesser value than gold will be used for the court, since it is farther away from the Most Holy Place, where the Lord dwells.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 27:13 The sanctuary, like the garden of Eden, is entered from the east (see Gen. 3:24).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 28:2 for glory and for beauty. Like the tabernacle and its furniture, Aaron’s garments are made with precious materials and vivid colors, representing the glory of the Lord (see illustration).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 28:9–30 The priests’ work of mediation goes in two directions: from God to Israel and from Israel to God. two onyx stones. Similar stones will decorate the new Jerusalem (Rev. 21:12–21).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 28:30 The exact nature of the Urim and the Thummim is not clear (see note on 1 Sam. 14:41–42). It does seem, however, that they were used to seek the Lord’s direction on particular matters (see Num. 27:21; 1 Sam. 28:6; Ezra 2:63).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 28:35 its sound shall be heard . . . so that he does not die. The Lord did not need to be alerted to Aaron’s presence by the sound of bells, but they were a way of showing reverence. Approaching God carelessly can lead to death (see 19:21–25).




FACT


The gold bells along the hems of the high priest’s garment (28:33) served two purposes. They alerted people that the high priest was present, and they reminded the priest himself to be reverent and careful in carrying out his sacred duties. 





EXODUS—NOTE ON 28:36–38 For an illustration of the turban and the plate, see p. 138.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 28:42–43 Aaron and his sons wear linen undergarments (v. 42) so that they will not bear guilt and die (v. 43). This relates to the rule in 20:26 about not approaching God’s altar naked. Adam and Eve had to wear clothes in God’s presence after the fall. So must the priests in the tabernacle.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 29:1–3 The animals and food to be offered in the consecration of Aaron and his sons (vv. 10–28) are a preview of the instructions for offerings in Lev. 1:1–7:38.




FACT


A veil separated the altar from the Most Holy Place of God’s presence in the tabernacle and later in the temple. Aaron the priest was to make atonement there once a year on behalf of the people and their sin (ch. 29). The tearing of the veil at Christ’s death indicated that the Mosaic institution of sacrifices and rituals had now been replaced by the final sacrifice of Christ. Jesus Christ’s sacrifice was enough "once for all" to sanctify eternally all who trusted in him (see Heb. 9:11–12; 10:1–18).





EXODUS—NOTE ON 29:7 The anointing oil will be used to anoint the tabernacle and all of its parts as well as Aaron and his sons (see 30:22–33).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 29:10–14 The bull is to be a sin offering, purifying the altar and making atonement for it (v. 36; see Lev. 4:1–12).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 29:15–18 The first of the two rams is to be a burnt offering. This offering atones for the sin of the one who offers it (see Lev. 1:3–9).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 29:19–28 The other ram (v. 19) is offered as a ram of ordination (vv. 22, 27), which differs in at least two ways from the burnt offering (vv. 15–18). First, some of its blood is placed on Aaron and his sons before it is thrown against the altar (v. 20). The blood is sprinkled on their clothes along with anointing oil to consecrate both the priests and their garments (v. 21). Second, rather than burning the whole ram on the altar, certain parts are offered to the Lord together with bread (vv. 22–25) and the breast is eaten by the priests (vv. 26–28).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 29:20 the tip of the right ear. Since Aaron and his sons were dressed in their priestly garments, the blood is placed on their exposed body parts to represent the whole. Specifying the right member of each of these body parts is probably related to the right hand being considered the place of honor (see Gen. 48:17–19). As in Ex. 24:6–8, putting the blood on the priests and on the altar serves to link them closely to God. It may also be seen as purifying them from sin.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 29:27–28 In peace offerings the breast and the right thigh are set apart for the priest (see Lev. 7:29–36).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 29:31–34 The priests’ portion of the ram of ordination (vv. 26–28) must be treated as holy. The Lord specifies where it is to be cooked and eaten, who is able to eat it, and how long it may be kept.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 29:35–37 The ordination process will last seven days (see Lev. 8:33–36).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 30:1–10 The altar for burning incense is similar to the altar for burnt offering (27:1–8), except that it is smaller and is overlaid with pure gold (30:3). It is one of the three items in the Holy Place.




FACT


Altar of incense. Incense was burned to purify the altars after animals had been slaughtered there. Incense also symbolized Israel’s constant prayer to God.






FACT


The level of detail given in God’s instructions for the tabernacle in ch. 30 emphasizes that Israel is to worship the Lord in their midst according to his word and plan.





EXODUS—NOTE ON 30:6–8 The altar is to be placed in the Holy Place before the veil that separates it from the Most Holy Place and the ark of the testimony (v. 6; see illustration of the tabernacle tent).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 30:9 Like all the other tabernacle rules, the rule against offering unauthorized incense emphasizes God’s holiness (see vv. 34–38; Lev. 10:1–3).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 30:11–16 Every person counted in a census is to give half a shekel for the service of the tabernacle. It is an offering to the LORD, either as a ransom or to make atonement for your lives.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 30:12 The ransom given with the census will prevent a plague. This warns Israel not to let pride in their great numbers replace their dependence on the Lord. Such pride in numbers appears to have been the reason for the Lord’s judgment against David’s census (see 2 Sam. 24:1–17; 1 Chron. 21:1–17).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 30:17–21 The basin of bronze is for the priests to wash themselves before serving in the tabernacle. It is in the courtyard (see illustration of the tabernacle and its court). The basin may also have been used to wash the sacrifices (Lev. 1:9).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 30:20–21 so that they may not die. See note on 28:35.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 30:22–38 This section gives instructions for making the anointing oil and incense. Since the oil is to consecrate the elements of the tabernacle and the priests, and the incense is to be burned inside the Holy Place, each is to be treated as holy and must not be used for any other purpose.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 30:33–38 shall be cut off from his people. See note on 12:15.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 31:3–5 Bezalel is described as being filled . . . with the Spirit of God, which means that he has been equipped to fulfill the particular task to which he was called (vv. 3b–4; compare 28:3; 35:31; Deut. 34:9; Mic. 3:8; Luke 1:15, 41; Acts 2:4; Eph. 5:18).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 31:12–17 Remembering the Sabbath by keeping it holy is central to Israel’s life as the people of God. Observance of the Sabbath relates both to creation (v. 17), which Israel shares with all mankind, and to God’s special choice of Israel (vv. 13, 16). The form of the Sabbath commandment in Exodus (20:8–11) stresses the first, while the form in Deuteronomy (Deut. 5:12–15) stresses the second.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 31:14–15 It is unclear exactly what is meant by being cut off from among his people (see 12:15 and note; compare Lev. 17:10; Num. 9:13). Sometimes, as here, the judgment appears to include death at the hand of the congregation. At other times, the person is killed directly by the Lord (see Ex. 30:38; Lev. 10:1–3) or suffers some other kind of separation from covenant benefits.

31:18 Moses Receives the Tablets. The Lord gives Moses the tablets of the testimony (the Ten Commandments), for which he had called him up to the mountain (24:12).

32:1–34:35 Covenant Breach, Intercession, and Renewal. This section illustrates Israel’s need for sanctification from the Lord.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 32:1 make us gods who shall go before us. Speaking of this event, Stephen says that Israel “thrust [Moses] aside, and in their hearts they turned to Egypt” (Acts 7:39).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 32:4 These are your gods, O Israel. The plurals “these” and “gods” may mean that the people considered the calf to be another god equal to the Lord. Whatever they may have thought, their words and actions clearly violate both the first and second commandments (20:3–6).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 32:6 The people offered burnt offerings and peace offerings to the calf. These were the same offerings they had made to the Lord at Mount Sinai just before promising to keep his covenant (see 24:5).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 32:11 In his intercession, Moses uses the Lord’s own words when he refers to Israel as “your people” (see v. 7).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 32:16 the writing was the writing of God. See 31:18.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 32:19 When Moses saw the golden calf, his anger burned hot. The same words describe the Lord’s response (v. 10), and Aaron uses the same term in v. 22, pleading that the Lord would not let his anger “burn hot.” When Moses throws down the tablets and breaks them, it is a picture of what the people have done in worshiping the calf.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 32:20 The text does not explain why the people had to drink the water containing the powdered remains of the calf. It may represent (1) a further step in the destruction and desecration of the idol, (2) a step in shaming the Israelites for their folly, or (3) a type of test, like the test for adultery in Num. 5:16–22, exposing degrees of guilt.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 32:24 Amid these serious circumstances, there is pathetic humor in Aaron’s feeble attempt to claim that he merely threw the metal into the fire and out came this calf (see v. 4).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 32:27 each of you kill his brother and his companion and his neighbor. The Levites were to kill anyone guilty of violating God’s laws. In light of “whoever has sinned against me” (v. 33), it seems unlikely that the killing was random.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 32:33–34 The Lord determines whose names will be in his book. Compare “the book of the living” (Ps. 69:28), “the book” (Dan. 12:1), “names . . . written in heaven” (Luke 10:20), “the book of life” (Phil. 4:3).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 33:1–23 This chapter describes the difficult time following the golden calf episode, as the Lord says he no longer will go among his people (v. 3).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 33:7–11 Although the Lord has said he will no longer go “among” his people (v. 3), hope remains because of his presence in the pillar of cloud (see 13:21; 14:19; 24:15) and his continued relationship with Moses, to whom he speaks face to face (33:8–11).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 33:12–16 God has promised to send an “angel” to lead his rebellious people into the land (v. 2), but Moses demands that the Lord himself go with them (v. 15). God agrees to do this, and his presence is demonstrated personally to Moses (33:17–34:28) and publicly as well (chs. 35–40).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 33:19 will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. Paul quotes these words in Rom. 9:15 to show that, when God shows mercy, it is because he has deliberately chosen to do so. See note on Ex. 34:6–7.




Moses


Moses’ life was spared when his mother hid him in a reed basket and set him adrift on the Nile. Rescued by Pharaoh’s daughter and raised as a prince, Moses nonetheless recognized the Hebrews as his people. After killing an Egyptian who was beating a Hebrew slave, Moses fled to Midian, where he married Zipporah. God spoke to him through a burning bush, instructing him to return to Egypt and rescue the Hebrews from slavery to the Egyptians. After performing powerful signs before Pharaoh, Moses led the Hebrews out of Egypt and brought them to Mount Sinai, where he received the Law and the Ten Commandments. He led the people of Israel for 40 years as they wandered in the wilderness. Through Moses God redeemed his people from slavery in Egypt, prefiguring Christ’s eternal redemption of his people from slavery to sin. (Exodus 33:17)





EXODUS—NOTE ON 34:3 As Moses goes to receive the law a second time, God decrees that no one besides Moses is to be seen throughout all the mountain. This seems to be a stricter warning than when the law was first given (see 19:12, 17).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 34:6–7 The Lord’s proclamation of his name and description of his character is a key OT passage (compare Neh. 9:17, 31; Ps. 86:15; Joel 2:13; Jonah 4:2). God is merciful and gracious (see Ex. 33:19). His steadfast love and forgiveness extends to thousands (probably of generations; see Deut. 7:9; and note on Ex. 20:5–6). On visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, see notes on 20:5–6 and Deut. 5:9–10.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 34:11–16 These instructions about the inhabitants of the land reinforce the command in 23:23–33.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 34:17 Cast metal is the same Hebrew word used of the “golden” calf (see esv footnote at 32:4).

35:1–40:38 Tabernacle: Preparation for the Presence. The final section of Exodus describes the construction of the tabernacle, which is then filled by the glory of the Lord (40:34–38). The tabernacle is the visible guarantee of God’s continuing presence with and care for Israel.




FACT


The Jewish year was based on the annual rotation of the sun, moon, and stars, and on the cycle for planting and harvesting crops. The OT refers to days, months, years, and seasons, but no passages specify a complete calendar.





EXODUS—NOTE ON 35:5–19 The lists of the materials needed (vv. 5–9; see 25:3–7) and the objects to be built (35:10–19) assume that the people already know the basic plan for the tabernacle (see 34:32).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 35:10 Moses called for material contributions for the tabernacle (vv. 5–9) and also for every skillful craftsman (see vv. 25–26; 36:1).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 35:20–29 The abundance of materials given for the tabernacle showed the people’s willingness of heart (vv. 21–22, 26, 29).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 35:30–36:1 Just as the Lord enabled his people to contribute the materials needed for the sanctuary (see 25:1–9), he gave some of them the skills to build it.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 35:31 he has filled him with the Spirit of God. See 31:3–5 and note.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 36:2–7 The people responded so generously that they had to be restrained from bringing any more.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 36:10 Throughout the building of the tabernacle, the person leading the work is referred to as he; this is probably Bezalel (see 37:1), whom the Lord called to oversee the work (35:30–34).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 37:1–29 The pieces described in this chapter will be inside the tabernacle. The ark (vv. 1–9) is the only piece in the Most Holy Place (26:34), which is separated by a veil from the table (37:10–16), the lampstand (vv. 17–24), and the altar of incense (vv. 25–29) in the Holy Place (see 26:33–34; 40:3–5, 21–27).




FACT


Acacia wood was highly valued for its beauty and durability. Around the Mediterranean, some acacias are like shrubs, while others grow up to 50 feet (15 m) tall. They are one of the few large trees hardy enough to withstand the harsh desert climate. They are also resistant to insects, which find the taste of the wood unpleasant.






FACT


Every piece of furniture in the tabernacle was crafted according to God’s plan. Each item represented something about God’s character: his sovereignty, his generosity, his presence with his people. They were reminders of how God met their needs and forgave their sins.





EXODUS—NOTE ON 37:1–9 When the tabernacle is finally assembled (see 25:16; 40:20), the ark (see 25:10–20) will become known as “the ark of the testimony,” because Moses will place in it the tablets of the Ten Commandments, also called the “testimony.” See illustration of the ark.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 37:10–16 The table is now constructed, but the bread of the Presence (see 25:23–29) will be placed on it only when the tabernacle is finally assembled (see 40:23). See illustration of the table.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 37:17–24 lampstand of pure gold. See 25:31–39; and illustration.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 37:25–29 altar of incense. See 30:1–5; and illustration. anointing oil, incense. See note on 30:22–38.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 38:1–20 The pieces described are those in the court that surrounds the tabernacle (vv. 9–20; see 27:9–19). See illustration of the tabernacle and its court.




FACT


Cubits were a basic unit of measurement in Israel. One cubit equaled the distance from the elbow to the fingertips—about 18 inches (46 cm).





EXODUS—NOTE ON 38:8 The mirrors given by the women were highly polished pieces of bronze. They were probably among the treasures brought out of Egypt during the exodus (see 12:36). The original readers of Exodus would have understood the role of the women who ministered in the entrance of the tent of meeting, but it is not explained anywhere else in the OT. It is referred to elsewhere only in connection with the sin of Eli’s sons (see 1 Sam. 2:22).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 39:1–31 This section describes the garments for Aaron and his sons. See illustration. After the description of each piece, it is emphasized that it was made as the LORD had commanded Moses.




FACT


Linen was made from the flax plant. The plants were pulled up by their roots and dried before undergoing a process known as "retting," which loosened the fibers. The fibers were then beaten and combed so that they could be spun into thread. The result was a fabric that was light, durable, and easy to bleach. It was ideal for the hot, dry climate of ancient Israel.





EXODUS—NOTE ON 39:32–43 The people completed all the work of the tabernacle and then brought the pieces to Moses.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 40:12–15 The anointing of Aaron and his sons commanded here is described in Lev. 8:1–13.

EXODUS—NOTE ON 40:16–33 The people’s strict obedience to God’s commands showed that they had repented of their sin with the golden calf. This made it possible for God to dwell among them again (vv. 34–38; compare “I will not go up among you,” 33:3).

EXODUS—NOTE ON 40:34–38 The repetition in these verses emphasizes that the Lord is pres­ent with all his glory in the midst of his people. They can know that he is their God who has brought them out of the land of Egypt, and who dwells among them (see 29:43–46).




FACT


Israel has witnessed some incredible events, such as the 10 plagues and the parting of the Sea. Now, at the end of Exodus, God’s glory fills the tabernacle and he will lead them to the Promised Land.





	

Leviticus

(return to table of contents)

Leviticus 1 • Leviticus 2 • Leviticus 3 • Leviticus 4 • Leviticus 5 • Leviticus 6 • Leviticus 7 • Leviticus 8 • Leviticus 9 • Leviticus 10 • Leviticus 11 • Leviticus 12 • Leviticus 13 • Leviticus 14 • Leviticus 15 • Leviticus 16 • Leviticus 17 • Leviticus 18 • Leviticus 19 • Leviticus 20 • Leviticus 21 • Leviticus 22 • Leviticus 23 • Leviticus 24 • Leviticus 25 • Leviticus 26 • Leviticus 27

 

Introduction to Leviticus

Timeline

Author

Theme and Purpose

Problems in Understanding Leviticus

Key Themes

Outline

The Setting of Leviticus

Global Message of Leviticus

Leviticus in Redemptive History

The Holiness of God

The Sacrificial System

The Mosaic Covenant and the New Creation

Holiness before God

Universal Themes in Leviticus

The Global Message of Leviticus for Today

Study Notes

	

Introduction to Leviticus

Introduction to Leviticus

Timeline
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Author

As with the other books of the Pentateuch, it is best to see Moses as the source and primary author of Leviticus. In Leviticus, Moses continues the story of Exodus.

Theme and Purpose

The book of Leviticus goes into deeper detail about the divine-human relationship put in place on Mount Sinai (Exodus 19–40). Leviticus assumes that Israel is sinful and impure, and it describes how to deal with sin and impurity so that the holy Lord can dwell among his people.

Problems in Understanding Leviticus

Readers may find Leviticus difficult to understand because they lack firsthand experience of the practices it describes.

Ritual vs. ethical commands. Chapters 1–16 describe various “ritual” regulations, while chs. 17–27 focus on ethical commands. Because the rituals of chs. 1–16 are unfamiliar, they are often seen as being disconnected from the ethical emphasis of the later chapters. It is more accurate, however, to see the entire book as being concerned with Israel’s being holy to the Lord.

Unclean, clean, holy. Leviticus often uses these terms differently than today. Modern readers might think of “clean” vs. “unclean” as being the same as healthy vs. unhealthy. In Leviticus, however, these words do not refer to hygiene. Rather, they describe the types of actions a person may or may not engage in, or the places he may or may not go. For example, those who are unclean may not partake of a peace offering (7:20). A modern analogy might be registering to vote: a person who is “registered” may vote, whereas a person who is not registered may not vote. The ritually “clean” person is not necessarily more righteous than one who is ritually unclean, just as a person who is registered to vote is not necessarily more righteous than a person who is not.

Even though ritual states and moral states are different, however, the ritual states in Leviticus also seem to symbolize grades of moral purity. By constantly calling the Israelites to ritual purity, the Lord was reminding them of their need for also seeking moral purity (20:24–26).

NT relevance of commands in Leviticus. What does Leviticus have to do with the church today? The sacrificial system of Leviticus has ceased for the people of God; it has been fulfilled in the coming of Christ (see Heb. 9:1–14, 24–28; 10:1–14). However, studying these laws is important because the sacrifices point to different aspects of the meaning of Christ’s sacrifice of himself.

Second, the Holiness Code (chs. 17–27) deals with sanctification, that is, how one lives in the covenant community. The NT applies to Christians the same principle stated in Leviticus 11:44, “be holy, for I am holy” (see 1 Pet. 1:16). On the other hand, several details of the Holiness Code concern more symbolic aspects of holiness that are no longer followed in the Christian era (such as laws prohibiting garments with two kinds of cloth, Lev. 19:19, or prohibiting the shaving of the edges of a beard, 21:5). Further, the NT envisions a people of God transcending national boundaries. Therefore, current civil governments need not follow the OT civil laws (such as capital punishment for adultery; 20:10), although of course all governments must pursue justice, and Leviticus may certainly help in this regard.

Key Themes


	The holy Lord is present among his people (Ex. 40:34; Lev. 1:1). They must therefore admit their sin and impurity and strive for personal holiness.

	In order to approach God, worshipers must be wholehearted in their devotion (1:1–6:7; 22:17–30).

	Those called to be spiritual leaders, such as priests, bear a heavier responsibility than the laypeople (chs. 4; 21). In addition to the outward holiness that the priests receive when they are ordained, they must maintain inward holiness (chs. 8; 9; 10; 21).

	As is seen in the Day of Atonement ritual (ch. 16), the total cleansing of sins and uncleanness happens only when the innermost part of the tabernacle is purified. Humans, by themselves, can never achieve complete purification from sin.

	Atonement is a gracious act of the Lord (17:11).



Outline

	Five Major Offerings (1:1–6:7)

	Handling of the Offerings (6:8–7:38)

	The Establishment of the Priesthood (8:1–10:20)

	The Laws on Cleanness and Uncleanness (11:1–15:33)

	The Day of Atonement Ritual (16:1–34)

	The Handling and Meaning of Blood (17:1–16)

	The Call to Holiness (18:1–22:33)

	Holy Times (23:1–25:55)

	Blessings and Curses (26:1–46)

	Vows and Dedication (27:1–34)



The Setting of Leviticus

c. 1446 B.C.

The book of Exodus finishes with Moses and Israel having constructed and assembled the tabernacle at the base of Mount Sinai. The book of Leviticus primarily records the instructions the Lord gives to Moses from the tent of meeting, but also includes narratives of a few events related to the tabernacle. (Regarding the date of the exodus, see Introduction to Exodus, and note on 1 Kings 6:1.)
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The Global Message of Leviticus

Leviticus in Redemptive History

The book of Leviticus takes place within the larger context of Exodus 19 to Numbers 10. The historical setting is that of Israel encamped at the base of Mount Sinai. Thus the book of Leviticus is a kind of parenthesis within the ongoing story of redemptive history, placed there to explain Israel’s specific obligations within the Mosaic covenant. 

The purpose of Leviticus is to instruct Israel concerning how to maintain holiness within the community, so that the Lord would continue to dwell among them. The Lord desires to dwell among his people so that he might bless them with his presence. If the Lord is with his people, Israel can then fulfill its vocation as his “kingdom of priests,” to mediate the Abrahamic blessing to all the families of the earth (Gen. 12:3; Ex. 19:5–6). 

The Holiness of God

It is the Lord’s desire and intent to dwell among his people. Yet how can the perfectly holy God dwell among an unholy people? The golden calf rebellion, narrated in Exodus 32, revealed that Israel herself is subject to the fundamental problem of the evil heart. Israel lives in, and is part of, a fallen world filled with disease, decay, and death. Unholiness permeates everything, and holiness and unholiness must never come in contact with each other. When they do, the results are catastrophic (see also Lev. 10:1–3). What is the way forward, if God is to dwell with his people?

The Sacrificial System

The answer to this problem, as presented in Leviticus, is a sacrificial system. The tabernacle and the sacrifices offered there have been established so that the Lord can rest safely within the clean camp of Israel. The priests must strictly guard the sanctity of the tabernacle by purifying it regularly with sacrificial blood, which God designated as the cleansing agent. If, however, moral filth pollutes the tabernacle to a level that God cannot tolerate, he will be unable to dwell among his people. The Lord must then cast Israel away from his presence. Thus the threatened covenant curses climax with exile from the Promised Land, away from the presence of the Lord (Lev. 26:33–39). In exile, deprived of God’s presence, Israel would become like any other nation and the Abrahamic mission (Gen. 12:3) would be dissolved. 

The Mosaic Covenant and the New Creation

To understand Leviticus fully, the book must be viewed within its larger framework of global redemptive history. Israel functions within the Mosaic covenant stage of this history, as a pattern of the Creator-King’s ultimate global program of new creation—that is, the restoration of Eden (see the “Global Message” essays on Genesis and Exodus). As Israel lived in holiness to the Lord in the Promised Land, he would bless her with such life that she would become a paradise-kingdom, a kind of miniature Eden. Rains in due season would bring about agricultural abundance (Lev. 26:3–5, 10). The people would dwell in safety and security (26:5–8). The creation mandate to “be fruitful and multiply” would find fulfillment in Israel’s multiplying families (26:9; see Gen. 1:28). The Lord himself would dwell and walk among them, even as he did in the garden of Eden with Adam and Eve (Lev. 26:12a; see Gen. 3:8). Israel would be God’s people and the Lord would be their God (Lev. 26:12b). 

Holiness before God

Leviticus displays the magnificent reality of the Lord’s presence with his people in the tabernacle. Because of God’s presence with them, the book declares again and again, “You shall be holy because I am holy” (Lev. 11:44–45; 19:2; 20:7, 26; 21:8). To be holy means to be sacred, set apart from what is common for service to the holy God. A person or thing is made holy, or sanctified, by the blood of sacrifice. Conversely, a person or thing is de-sanctified, made common or unclean, by sin or contact with something or someone designated as unclean. All areas of life are regulated so that Israel might know the difference between what is holy and common, clean and unclean (10:10). 

In the New Testament, this theme of holiness is picked up in 1 Peter and reapplied to Peter’s Gentile (non-Jewish) audience. Having been redeemed by the sacrificial blood of Christ, Christians inherit Israel’s calling as members of the new covenant community. They must therefore live in true holiness before the holy God (1 Pet. 1:15–16; 2:9–10).

Universal Themes in Leviticus

The centrality of God. Leviticus teaches that God is the center of all of life. God is the supreme reality around whom everything revolves and for whom all exists. Leviticus quietly yet clearly arranges all of life—space, persons, time, animals, possessions—around God. Everywhere in the world, down through human history, all of life gains its meaning only in relation to him. 

The holiness of God. Leviticus teaches further that perfect holiness is required to be in the presence of the perfectly holy God. Once a year, on the holiest day of the calendar (the Day of Atonement), the holiest person (the high priest) enters the holiest place (the Most Holy Place), and offers the sacrifice upon the holiest object (the mercy seat of the ark of the covenant). This sacrifice provides a complete purification of the entire camp. Yet this sacrifice needed to be repeated annually, because it did not secure deliverance from the root cause of all sin, the evil human heart. Only in Jesus Christ was the ultimate cleansing achieved for the people of God, when God put him forward as the ultimate Day of Atonement sacrifice for anyone who believes (Rom. 3:21–25; Heb. 9:6–15; 10:1–14; 13:11–12).

The Global Message of Leviticus for Today

Love of God and sexual holiness. Jesus Christ pronounced all foods clean, eliminating certain distinctions that God had established in Leviticus for the old covenant people of God (Mark 7:19; compare Rom. 14:13–17). Jesus did, however, reassert the validity of the book’s command, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” He taught that it was the second most important commandment of the law, second only to loving God with all one’s heart and soul and mind (Lev. 19:18; see Matt. 22:34–40; compare Rom. 13:8–10; Gal. 5:14; James 2:8). While numerous issues could be addressed with this command, one of the most urgent globally is that of sexual holiness. The gift of sex is reserved for one man and one woman within the permanent, sacred relationship of marriage. Sex, however, remains one of humanity’s most powerful drives, and disciples across the globe often give in to temptation to sexual immorality. The result is defilement before a holy God, who warns that, while forgiveness remains for the penitent, those who persist in such unholy immorality will not inherit the kingdom of God (Gal. 5:19–21; Eph. 5:5). 

Love of neighbor and sexual practice. What is often neglected in discussion of sexual immorality is how such acts transgress the command to love our neighbor, a command highlighted in Leviticus. Sexual sin always affects others. Adultery shatters the life of the adulterer’s spouse. Premarital sex robs a future marital partner of the wedding gifts of virginity, exclusivity, and chastity. Incest and sexual abuse destroy the family, shake the community, and put future marriage relationships at a disadvantage. Sex trafficking exploits women and children, selling them into horrifying conditions caused by greed and lust. If the global church does not speak out against such evils, we become, to some degree, complicit in them (see Lev. 5:1; James 4:17). All of life’s choices must be made in light of the command to love our neighbor. Immorality always harms others and leaves victims in its wake. In light of God’s holiness and his deliverance of us to himself, we must love our neighbor.

	


  Laws for Burnt Offerings

   LEVITICUS 1 [†] a The LORD called Moses and spoke to him  b from the tent of meeting, saying, 2“Speak to the people of Israel and say to them,  c When any one of you brings an offering to the LORD, you shall bring your offering of livestock from the herd or from the flock.

   3[†]“If his offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he shall offer  d a male without blemish. He shall bring it to the entrance of the tent of meeting, that he may be accepted before the LORD. 4 e He shall lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it shall be  f accepted for him  g to make atonement for him. 5[†]Then he shall kill the bull before the LORD, and Aaron’s sons the priests shall bring the blood  h and throw the blood against the sides of the altar that is at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 6Then he shall flay the burnt offering and cut it into pieces, 7and the sons of Aaron the priest shall put fire on the altar and  i arrange wood on the fire. 8And Aaron’s sons the priests shall arrange the pieces, the head, and the fat, on the wood that is on the fire on the altar; 9but its entrails and its legs he shall wash with water. And the priest shall burn all of it on the altar, as  j a burnt offering, a food offering [1] with a  k pleasing aroma to the LORD.

   10“If his gift for a burnt offering is from the flock, from the sheep or goats, he shall bring a male without blemish, 11 l and he shall kill it on the north side of the altar before the LORD, and Aaron’s sons the priests shall throw its blood against the sides of the altar. 12And he shall cut it into pieces, with its head and its fat, and the priest shall arrange them on the wood that is on the fire on the altar, 13but the entrails and the legs he shall wash with water. And the priest shall offer all of it and burn it on the altar; it is  j a burnt offering, a food offering with  k a pleasing aroma to the LORD.

   14[†]“If his offering to the LORD is a burnt offering of birds, then he shall bring his offering of  m turtledoves or pigeons. 15And the priest shall bring it to the altar and wring off its head and burn it on the altar. Its blood shall be drained out on the side of the altar. 16He shall remove its crop with its contents [2] and cast it  n beside the altar on the east side, in the place for ashes. 17He shall tear it open by its wings, but  o shall not sever it completely. And the priest shall burn it on the altar, on the wood that is on the fire. It is a burnt offering, a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD.

  Laws for Grain Offerings

   LEVITICUS 2 [†]“When anyone brings a  p grain offering as an offering to the LORD, his offering shall be of fine flour.  q He shall pour oil on it and put frankincense on it 2and bring it to Aaron’s sons the priests. And he shall take from it a handful of the fine flour and oil, with all of its frankincense, and the priest shall burn this as its  r memorial portion on the altar, a food  s offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 3But the  t rest of the grain offering shall be for Aaron and his sons;  u it is a most holy part of the LORD’s food offerings.

   4“When you bring a grain offering baked in the oven as an offering, it shall be  v unleavened loaves of fine flour mixed with oil or unleavened wafers smeared with oil. 5And if your offering is a grain offering  w baked on a griddle, it shall be of fine flour unleavened, mixed with oil. 6You shall break it in pieces and pour oil on it; it is a grain offering. 7And if your offering is a grain offering cooked in a pan, it shall be made of fine flour with oil. 8And you shall bring the grain offering that is made of these things to the LORD, and when it is presented to the priest, he shall bring it to the altar. 9And the priest shall take from the grain offering its memorial portion and burn this on the altar, a food  x offering with a  y pleasing aroma to the LORD. 10But the  z rest of the grain offering shall be for Aaron and his sons;  z it is a most holy part of the LORD’s food offerings.

   11[†]“No grain offering that you bring to the LORD shall be made with  a leaven, for you shall burn no leaven nor any honey as a food offering to the LORD. 12 b As an offering of firstfruits you may bring them to the LORD, but they shall not be offered on the altar for a pleasing aroma. 13You  c shall season all your grain offerings with salt. You shall not let the  d salt of the covenant with your God be missing from your grain offering;  e with all your offerings you shall offer salt.

   14“If you offer a grain offering of firstfruits to the LORD, you shall offer for the grain offering of your firstfruits fresh  f ears, roasted with fire, crushed new grain. 15And  g you shall put oil on it and lay frankincense on it; it is a grain offering. 16And the priest shall burn as its  h memorial portion some of the crushed grain and some of the oil with all of its frankincense; it is a food offering to the LORD.

  Laws for Peace Offerings

   LEVITICUS 3 [†]“If his offering is  i a sacrifice of peace offering, if he offers an animal from the herd, male or female,  j he shall offer it  k without blemish before the LORD. 2And  l he shall lay his hand on the head of his offering and kill it at the entrance of the tent of meeting, and Aaron’s sons the priests shall throw the blood against the sides of the altar. 3And from the sacrifice of the peace offering, as a food offering to the LORD, he shall offer  m the fat covering the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails, 4 n and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins, and the long lobe of the liver that he shall remove with the kidneys. 5Then Aaron’s sons  o shall burn it on the altar on top of the burnt offering, which is on the wood on the fire; it is a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD.

   6[†]“If his offering for a sacrifice of peace offering to the LORD is an animal from the flock, male or female, he shall offer it  k without blemish. 7If he offers a lamb for his offering, then he shall offer it before the LORD, 8lay his hand on the head of his offering, and kill it in front of the tent of meeting; and Aaron’s sons shall throw its blood against the sides of the altar. 9Then from the sacrifice of the peace offering he shall offer as a food offering to the LORD its fat; he shall remove the whole  p fat tail, cut off close to the backbone, and the fat that covers the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails 10and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins and the long lobe of the liver that he shall remove  q with the kidneys. 11And the priest shall burn it on the altar as  r a food offering to the LORD.

   12“If his offering is a goat, then he shall offer it before the LORD 13and lay his hand on its head and kill it in front of the tent of meeting, and the sons of Aaron shall throw its blood against the sides of the altar. 14Then he shall offer from it, as his offering for a food offering to the LORD, the fat covering the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails 15and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins and the long lobe of the liver that he shall remove  q with the kidneys. 16[†]And the priest shall burn them on the altar as a  r food offering with a pleasing aroma.  s All fat is the LORD’s. 17It shall be a statute forever throughout your generations, in all your dwelling places, that you eat neither  s fat nor  t blood.”

  Laws for Sin Offerings

   LEVITICUS 4 [†]And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to the people of Israel, saying,  u If anyone sins unintentionally [1] in any of the LORD’s commandments  v about things not to be done, and does any one of them, 3[†]if it is the anointed priest who  w sins, thus bringing guilt on the people, then he shall offer for the sin that he has committed  x a bull from the herd without blemish to the LORD for a sin offering. 4He shall bring the bull to the  y entrance of the tent of meeting before the LORD and lay his hand on the head of the bull and kill the bull before the LORD. 5And the anointed priest  z shall take some of the blood of the bull and bring it into the tent of meeting, 6and the priest shall dip his finger in the blood and  z sprinkle part of the blood seven times before the LORD in front of the veil of the sanctuary. 7And the priest  a shall put some of the blood on the horns of the altar of fragrant incense before the LORD that is in the tent of meeting, and  b all the rest of the blood of the bull he shall pour out at the base of the altar of burnt offering that is at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 8And all the fat of the bull of the sin offering he shall remove from it,  c the fat that covers the entrails and all the fat that is on the entrails 9 d and the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins and the long lobe of the liver that he shall remove with the kidneys 10(just as these are taken from the ox of the sacrifice of the peace offerings); and the priest shall burn them on the altar of burnt offering. 11But  e the skin of the bull and all its flesh, with its head, its legs, its entrails, and its dung— 12all the rest of the bull—he shall carry  f outside the camp to a clean place, to the ash heap, and shall  g burn it up on a fire of wood. On the ash heap it shall be burned up.

   13[†] h “If the whole congregation of Israel sins unintentionally [2] and  i the thing is hidden from the eyes of the assembly, and they do any one of the things that by the LORD’s commandments ought not to be done, and they realize their guilt, [3] 14 j when the sin which they have committed becomes known, the assembly shall offer a bull from the herd for a sin offering and bring it in front of the tent of meeting. 15And the elders of the congregation  k shall lay their hands on the head of the bull before the LORD, and the bull shall be killed before the LORD. 16Then  l the anointed priest shall bring some of the blood of the bull into the tent of meeting, 17and the priest shall dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle it seven times before the LORD in front of the veil. 18And he shall put some of the blood on the horns of the altar that is in the tent of meeting before the LORD, and the rest of the blood he shall pour out at the base of the altar of burnt offering that is at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 19And all its fat he shall take from it and burn on the altar. 20Thus shall he do with the bull. As he did  m with the bull of the sin offering, so shall he do with this.  n And the priest shall make atonement for them, and they shall be forgiven. 21And he shall carry the bull  f outside the camp and burn it up as he burned the first bull; it is the sin offering for the assembly.

   22[†]“When a leader sins,  o doing unintentionally any one of all the things that by the commandments of the LORD his God ought not to be done, and realizes his guilt, 23or  p the sin which he has committed is made known to him, he shall bring as his offering a goat, a male without blemish, 24and  q shall lay his hand on the head of the goat and kill it in the place where they kill the burnt offering before the LORD; it is a sin offering. 25 r Then the priest shall take some of the blood of the sin offering with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering and pour out the rest of its blood at the base of the altar of burnt offering. 26And all its fat he shall burn on the altar, like  s the fat of the sacrifice of peace offerings. So  t the priest shall make atonement for him for his sin, and he shall be forgiven.

   27“If  u anyone of the common people sins unintentionally in doing any one of the things that by the LORD’s commandments ought not to be done, and realizes his guilt, 28 v or the sin which he has committed is made known to him, he shall bring for his offering a goat, a female without blemish, for his sin which he has committed. 29 w And he shall lay his hand on the head of the sin offering and kill the sin offering in the place of burnt offering. 30And the priest shall take some of its blood with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering and pour out all the rest of its blood at the base of the altar. 31And  x all its fat he shall remove,  y as the fat is removed from the peace offerings, and the priest shall burn it on the altar for a  z pleasing aroma to the LORD.  a And the priest shall make atonement for him, and he shall be forgiven.

   32“If he brings a lamb as his offering for a sin offering, he shall bring  b a female without blemish 33 w and lay his hand on the head of the sin offering and kill it for a sin offering in the place where they kill the burnt offering. 34Then the priest shall take some of the blood of the sin offering with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering and pour out all the rest of its blood at the base of the altar. 35And all its fat he shall remove  c as the fat of the lamb is removed from the sacrifice of peace offerings, and the priest shall burn it on the altar, on top of the LORD’s food offerings.  d And the priest shall make atonement for him for the sin which he has committed, and he shall be forgiven.

   LEVITICUS 5 [†]“If anyone sins in that he hears a public  e adjuration to testify, and though he is a witness, whether he has seen or come to know the matter, yet does not speak, he shall  f bear his iniquity; 2or  g if anyone touches an unclean thing, whether a carcass of an unclean wild animal or a carcass of unclean livestock or a carcass of unclean swarming things, and it is hidden from him and he has become unclean, and he realizes his guilt; 3or if he touches  h human uncleanness, of whatever sort the uncleanness may be with which one becomes unclean, and it is hidden from him, when he comes to know it, and realizes his guilt; 4or if anyone utters with his lips a  i rash oath to do evil or to do good, any sort of rash oath that people  j swear, and it is hidden from him, when he comes to know it, and he realizes his guilt in any of these; 5when he realizes his guilt in any of these and  k confesses the sin he has committed, 6he shall bring to the LORD as his compensation [1] for the sin that he has committed, a female from the flock, a lamb or a goat, for a sin offering. And the priest shall make atonement for him for his sin.

   7[†]“But  l if he cannot afford a lamb, then he shall bring to the LORD as his compensation for the sin that he has committed two  m turtledoves or two pigeons, [2] one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering. 8He shall bring them to the priest, who shall offer first the one for the sin offering. He shall  n wring its head from its neck  n but shall not sever it completely, 9and he shall sprinkle some of the blood of the sin offering on the side of the altar, while  o the rest of the blood shall be drained out  p at the base of the altar; it is a sin offering. 10Then he shall offer the second for a burnt offering according to the rule.  q And the priest shall make atonement for him for the sin that he has committed, and he shall be forgiven.

   11“But if he cannot afford two turtledoves or two pigeons, then he shall bring as his offering for the sin that he has committed a  r tenth of an ephah [3] of fine flour for a sin offering. He  r shall put no oil on it and shall put no frankincense on it, for it is a sin offering. 12And he shall bring it to  s the priest, and the priest shall take a handful of it as its memorial portion and  t burn this on the altar, on the LORD’s food offerings; it is a sin offering. 13Thus  q the priest shall make atonement for him for the sin which he has committed in any one of these things, and he shall be forgiven. And the remainder [4] shall be for the priest, as in the grain offering.”

  Laws for Guilt Offerings

   14[†]The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 15 u “If anyone commits a breach of faith and sins unintentionally in any of the holy things of the LORD,  v he shall bring to the LORD as his compensation, a ram without blemish out of the flock, valued [5] in silver shekels, [6] according to the  w shekel of the sanctuary, for a guilt offering. 16He shall also make restitution for what he has done amiss in the holy thing and  x shall add a fifth to it and give it to the priest.  q And the priest shall make atonement for him with the ram of the guilt offering, and he shall be forgiven.

   17 y “If anyone sins, doing any of the things that by the LORD’s commandments ought not to be done,  z though he did not know it, then realizes his guilt, he shall bear his iniquity. 18 a He shall bring to the priest a ram without blemish out of the flock, or its equivalent for a guilt offering, and  q the priest shall make atonement for him for the mistake that he made unintentionally, and he shall be forgiven. 19It is a guilt offering; he has indeed incurred guilt before [7] the LORD.”

   LEVITICUS 6 [†] [1] The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“If anyone sins and  b commits a breach of faith against the LORD by  c deceiving his neighbor in  d a matter of deposit or security, or through robbery, or  e if he has oppressed his neighbor 3or  f has found something lost and lied about it,  g swearing falsely—in any of all the things that people do and sin thereby— 4if he has sinned and has realized his guilt and will restore  e what he took by robbery or what he got by oppression or the deposit that was committed to him or the lost thing that he found 5or anything about which he has sworn falsely, he shall  h restore it in full and shall add a fifth to it, and give it to him to whom it belongs on the day he realizes his guilt. 6And he shall bring to the priest as his compensation to the LORD  i a ram without blemish out of the flock, or its equivalent for a guilt offering. 7 j And the priest shall make atonement for him before the LORD, and he shall be forgiven for any of the things that one may do and thereby become guilty.”

  The Priests and the Offerings

   8[†] [2] The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 9“Command Aaron and his sons, saying, This is the law of the burnt offering. The burnt offering shall be on the hearth on the altar all night until the morning, and the fire of the altar shall be kept burning on it. 10And  k the priest shall put on his linen garment and put his linen undergarment on his body, and he shall take up the ashes to which the fire has reduced the burnt offering on the altar and put them  l beside the altar. 11Then  m he shall take off his garments and put on other garments and carry the ashes  n outside the camp to a clean place. 12The fire on the altar shall be kept burning on it; it shall not go out. The priest shall burn wood on it every morning, and he shall arrange the burnt offering on it and shall burn on it  o the fat of the peace offerings. 13Fire shall be kept burning on the altar continually; it shall not go out.

   14[†]“And this is the law of  p the grain offering. The sons of Aaron shall offer it before the LORD in front of the altar. 15And one shall take from it a handful of the fine flour of the grain offering and its oil and all the frankincense that is on the grain offering and burn this as its  q memorial portion on the altar, a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 16And  r the rest of it Aaron and his sons shall eat. It shall be eaten unleavened  s in a holy place. In the court of the tent of meeting they shall eat it. 17 t It shall not be baked with leaven.  u I have given it as their portion of my food offerings.  v It is a thing most holy, like the sin offering and the guilt offering. 18Every male among the children of Aaron may eat of it, as decreed forever throughout your generations, from the LORD’s food offerings. Whatever touches them shall become holy.”

   19[†]The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 20 w “This is the offering that Aaron and his sons shall offer to the LORD on the day when he is anointed: a  x tenth of an ephah [3] of fine flour as a regular grain offering, half of it in the morning and half in the evening. 21It shall be made with oil  y on a griddle. You shall bring it  z well mixed, in baked [4] pieces like a grain offering, and offer it for a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 22The priest from among Aaron’s sons, who is anointed to succeed him, shall offer it to the LORD as decreed forever.  a The whole of it shall be burned. 23Every grain offering of a priest shall be wholly burned. It shall not be eaten.”

   24[†]The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 25“Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying,  b This is the law of the sin offering.  c In the place where the burnt offering is killed shall the sin offering be killed before the LORD;  d it is most holy. 26 e The priest who offers it for sin shall eat it.  f In a holy place it shall be eaten, in the court of the tent of meeting. 27Whatever touches its flesh shall be holy, and when any of its blood is splashed on a garment, you shall wash that on which it was splashed in a holy place. 28And  g the earthenware vessel in which it is boiled  h shall be broken. But if it is boiled in a bronze vessel, that shall be scoured and rinsed in water. 29Every male among the priests may eat of it;  d it is most holy. 30 i But no sin offering shall be eaten from which any blood is brought into the tent of meeting to make atonement in the Holy Place; it shall be burned up with fire.

   LEVITICUS 7 [†] j “This is the law of the  k guilt offering.  l It is most holy. 2 m In the place where they kill the burnt offering they shall kill the guilt offering, and its blood shall be thrown against the sides of the altar. 3And  n all its fat shall be offered, the fat tail, the fat that covers the entrails, 4the two kidneys with the fat that is on them at the loins, and the long lobe of the liver that he shall remove  o with the kidneys. 5The priest shall burn them on the altar as a food offering to the LORD; it is a guilt offering. 6 p Every male among the priests may eat of it. It shall be eaten in a holy place.  q It is most holy. 7The  r guilt offering is just like the sin offering; there is one law for them. The priest who makes atonement with it shall have it. 8And the priest who offers any man’s burnt offering shall have for himself the skin of the burnt offering that he has offered. 9And  s every grain offering baked  t in the oven and all that is prepared  u on a pan or a griddle shall belong to the priest who offers it. 10And every grain offering, mixed with oil or dry, shall be shared equally among all the sons of Aaron.

   11[†]“And this is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings that one may offer to the LORD. 12If he offers it for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer with the thanksgiving sacrifice  v unleavened loaves mixed with oil, unleavened wafers smeared with oil, and loaves of fine flour  w well mixed with oil. 13 x With the sacrifice of his peace offerings for thanksgiving he shall bring his offering with loaves of leavened bread. 14And from it he shall offer one loaf from each offering, as a  y gift to the LORD.  z It shall belong to the priest who throws the blood of the peace offerings. 15And the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offerings  a for thanksgiving shall be eaten on the day of his offering. He shall not leave any of it until the morning. 16But  b if the sacrifice of his offering is a vow offering or a freewill offering, it shall be eaten on the day that he offers his sacrifice, and on the next day what remains of it shall be eaten. 17But what remains of the flesh of the sacrifice on the third day shall be burned up with fire. 18If any of the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offering is eaten on the third day, he who offers it shall not be accepted, neither shall it be credited to him. It is  c tainted, and he who eats of it shall bear his iniquity.

   19“Flesh that touches any unclean thing shall not be eaten. It shall be burned up with fire. All who are clean may eat flesh, 20but the person who eats of the flesh of the sacrifice of the LORD’s peace offerings  d while an uncleanness is on him, that person shall be cut off from his people. 21And if anyone touches an unclean thing, whether  e human uncleanness or an  f unclean beast or any  g unclean detestable creature, and then eats some flesh from the sacrifice of the LORD’s peace offerings, that person shall be cut off from his people.”

   22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 23“Speak to the people of Israel, saying,  h You shall eat no fat, of ox or sheep or goat. 24The fat of an animal  i that dies of itself and the fat of one that is torn by beasts may be put to any other use, but on no account shall you eat it. 25For every person who eats of the fat of an animal of which a food offering may be made to the LORD shall be cut off from his people. 26Moreover,  j you shall eat no blood whatever, whether of fowl or of animal, in any of your dwelling places. 27Whoever eats any blood, that person shall be cut off from his people.”

   28The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 29“Speak to the people of Israel, saying,  k Whoever offers the sacrifice of his peace offerings to the LORD shall bring his offering to the LORD from the sacrifice of his peace offerings. 30 l His own hands shall bring the LORD’s food offerings. He shall bring the fat with  m the breast, that the breast may be waved as a wave offering before the LORD. 31 n The priest shall burn the fat on the altar, but  o the breast shall be for Aaron and his sons. 32And  o the right thigh you shall give to the priest as a contribution from the sacrifice of your peace offerings. 33Whoever among the sons of Aaron offers the blood of the peace offerings and the fat shall have the right thigh for a portion. 34For the breast that is  o waved and the thigh that is  o contributed I have taken from the people of Israel, out of the sacrifices of their peace offerings, and  p have given them to Aaron the priest and to his sons, as a perpetual due from the people of Israel. 35This is the portion of Aaron and of his sons from the LORD’s food offerings, from the day they were presented to serve as priests of the LORD. 36The LORD commanded this to be given them by the people of Israel,  q from the day that he anointed them. It is a perpetual due throughout their generations.”

   37This is the law  r of the burnt offering, of the grain offering, of the sin offering,  s of the guilt offering,  t of the ordination offering, and  u of the peace offering, 38which the LORD commanded Moses on Mount Sinai, on the day that he commanded the people of Israel  v to bring their offerings to the LORD, in the wilderness of Sinai.

  Consecration of Aaron and His Sons

   LEVITICUS 8 [†] w The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Take Aaron and his sons with him, and  x the garments and  y the anointing oil and the bull of the sin offering and the two rams and the basket of unleavened bread. 3And assemble all the congregation at the entrance of the tent of meeting.” 4And Moses did as the LORD commanded him, and the congregation was assembled at the entrance of the tent of meeting.

   5And Moses said to the congregation,  z “This is the thing that the LORD has commanded to be done.” 6And Moses brought Aaron and his sons and washed them with water. 7And he put  a the coat on him and tied the sash around his waist and clothed him with the robe and put the ephod on him and tied the skillfully woven band of the ephod around him, binding it to him with the band. [1] 8[†]And he placed the breastpiece on him, and  b in the breastpiece he put the Urim and the Thummim. 9And he set  a the turban on his head, and  c on the turban, in front, he set the golden plate, the holy crown, as the LORD commanded Moses.

   10[†] d Then Moses took the anointing oil and anointed the tabernacle and all that was in it, and consecrated them. 11And he sprinkled some of it on the altar seven times, and anointed the altar and all its utensils and the basin and its stand, to consecrate them. 12And  e he poured some of the anointing oil on Aaron’s head and anointed him to consecrate him. 13And Moses brought Aaron’s sons and clothed them with coats and tied sashes around their waists and bound caps on them, as the LORD commanded Moses.

   14[†]Then he brought  f the bull of the sin offering, and Aaron and his sons  g laid their hands on the head of the bull of the sin offering. 15And he [2] killed it, and  h Moses took the blood, and with his finger put it on the horns of the altar around it and purified the altar and poured out the blood at the base of the altar and consecrated it to make atonement for it. 16 i And he took all the fat that was on the entrails and the long lobe of the liver and the two kidneys with their fat, and Moses burned them on the altar. 17But  j the bull and its skin and its flesh and its dung he burned up with fire outside the camp, as the LORD commanded Moses.

   18[†] k Then he presented the ram of the burnt offering, and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the head of the ram. 19And he killed it, and Moses threw the blood against the sides of the altar. 20He cut the ram into pieces, and Moses burned  l the head and the pieces and the fat. 21He washed the entrails and the legs with water, and Moses burned the whole ram on the altar. It was a burnt offering with a pleasing aroma, a food offering for the LORD, as the LORD commanded Moses.

   22[†]Then  m he presented the other ram, the ram of ordination, and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the head of the ram. 23And he killed it, and Moses took some of its blood and  n put it on the lobe of Aaron’s right ear and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot. 24Then he presented Aaron’s sons, and Moses put some of the blood on the lobes of their right ears and on the thumbs of their right hands and on the big toes of their right feet. And Moses threw the blood against the sides of the altar. 25Then he took the fat and the fat tail and all the fat that was on the entrails and the long lobe of the liver and the two kidneys with their fat and the right thigh, 26and out of the basket of unleavened bread that was before the LORD he took one unleavened loaf and one loaf of bread with oil and one wafer and placed them on the pieces of fat and on the right thigh. 27And he put all these in the hands of Aaron and in the hands of his sons and waved them as a wave offering before the LORD. 28Then Moses took them from their hands and burned them on the altar with the burnt offering. This was an ordination offering with a pleasing aroma, a food offering to the LORD. 29And Moses took the breast and waved it for a wave offering before the LORD. It was Moses’ portion of the ram of ordination, as the LORD commanded Moses.

   30Then  o Moses took some of the anointing oil and of the blood that was on the altar and sprinkled it on Aaron and his garments, and also on his sons and his sons’ garments. So he consecrated Aaron and his garments, and his sons and his sons’ garments with him.

   31[†]And Moses said to Aaron and his sons, “Boil the flesh at the entrance of the tent of meeting, and there eat it and the bread that is in the basket of ordination offerings, as I commanded, saying, ‘Aaron and his sons shall eat it.’ 32And what remains of the flesh and the bread you shall burn up with fire. 33And you shall not go outside the entrance of the tent of meeting for seven days, until the days of your ordination are completed, for it  p will take seven days to ordain you. 34As has been done today, the LORD has commanded to be done to make atonement for you. 35At the entrance of the tent of meeting you shall remain day and night for seven days, performing what the LORD has  q charged, so that you do not die, for so I have been commanded.” 36And Aaron and his sons did all the things that the LORD commanded by Moses.

  The LORD Accepts Aaron’s Offering

   LEVITICUS 9 [†] r On the eighth day Moses called Aaron and his sons and the elders of Israel, 2and he said to Aaron,  s “Take for yourself a bull calf for a sin offering and  t a ram for a burnt offering, both without blemish, and offer them before the LORD. 3And say to the people of Israel,  u ‘Take a male goat for a sin offering, and a calf and a lamb, both a year old without blemish, for a burnt offering, 4and an ox and a ram for peace offerings, to sacrifice before the LORD, and  v a grain offering mixed with oil, for  w today the LORD will appear to you.’” 5[†]And they brought what Moses commanded in front of the tent of meeting, and all the congregation drew near and stood before the LORD. 6And Moses said, “This is the thing that the LORD commanded you to do, that the glory of the LORD may appear to you.” 7[†]Then Moses said to Aaron, “Draw near to the altar and  x offer your sin offering and your burnt offering and  y make atonement for yourself and for the people, and bring the offering of the people and make atonement for them, as the LORD has commanded.”

   8So Aaron drew near to the altar and killed the calf of the sin offering, which was for himself. 9 z And the sons of Aaron presented the blood to him, and he dipped his finger in the blood and  a put it on the horns of the altar and poured out the blood at the base of the altar. 10 b But the fat and the kidneys and the long lobe of the liver from the sin offering he burned on the altar,  c as the LORD commanded Moses. 11 d The flesh and the skin he burned up with fire outside the camp.

   12Then he killed the burnt offering, and Aaron’s sons handed him the blood, and he  e threw it against the sides of the altar. 13 f And they handed the burnt offering to him, piece by piece, and the head, and he burned them on the altar. 14 g And he washed the entrails and the legs and burned them with the burnt offering on the altar.

   15 h Then he presented the people’s offering and took the goat of the sin offering that was for the people and killed it and  i offered it as a sin offering,  j like the first one. 16And he presented the burnt offering and offered it  k according to the  l rule. 17And he presented the  m grain offering, took a handful of it, and burned it on the altar,  n besides the burnt offering of the morning.

   18Then he killed the ox and the ram,  o the sacrifice of peace offerings for the people. And Aaron’s sons handed him the blood, and he threw it against the sides of the altar. 19But the fat pieces of the ox and of the ram, the fat tail and that which covers  p the entrails and the kidneys and the long lobe of the liver— 20they put the fat pieces on the breasts,  q and he burned the fat pieces on the altar, 21but the breasts and the right thigh Aaron waved  r for a wave offering before the LORD, as Moses commanded.

   22[†]Then Aaron  s lifted up his hands toward the people and  t blessed them, and he came down from offering the sin offering and the burnt offering and the peace offerings. 23And Moses and Aaron went into the tent of meeting, and when they came out they blessed the people, and  u the glory of the LORD appeared to all the people. 24And  v fire came out from before the LORD and consumed the burnt offering and the pieces of fat on the altar, and when all the people saw it,  w they shouted and  x fell on their faces.

  The Death of Nadab and Abihu

   LEVITICUS 10 [†]Now  y Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron,  z each took his censer and put fire in it and laid incense on it and offered  a unauthorized [1] fire before the LORD, which he had not commanded them. 2And fire  b came out from before the LORD and consumed them, and they died before the LORD. 3Then Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the LORD has said: ‘Among  c those who are near me  d I will be sanctified, and before all the people I will be glorified.’”  e And Aaron held his peace.

   4[†]And Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons of  f Uzziel the uncle of Aaron, and said to them, “Come near; carry your brothers away from the front of the sanctuary and out of the camp.” 5So they came near and carried them in their coats out of the camp, as Moses had said. 6And Moses said to Aaron and to Eleazar and Ithamar his sons,  g “Do not let the hair of your heads hang loose, and do not tear your clothes, lest you die, and  h wrath come upon all the congregation; but let your brothers, the whole house of Israel, bewail the burning that the LORD has kindled. 7 i And do not go outside the entrance of the tent of meeting, lest you die,  j for the anointing oil of the LORD is upon you.” And they did according to the word of Moses.

   8[†]And the LORD spoke to Aaron, saying, 9[†] k “Drink no wine or strong drink, you or your sons with you, when you go into the tent of meeting, lest you die. It shall be a statute forever throughout your generations. 10You are to  l distinguish between the holy and the common, and between the unclean and the clean, 11and  m you are to teach the people of Israel all the statutes that the LORD has spoken to them by Moses.”

   12Moses spoke to Aaron and to Eleazar and Ithamar, his surviving sons: “Take the  n grain offering that is left of the LORD’s food offerings, and eat it unleavened beside the altar, for  o it is most holy. 13You shall eat it in a holy place, because it is your due and your sons’ due, from the LORD’s food offerings, for  p so I am commanded. 14But the  q breast that is waved and the thigh that is contributed you shall eat in a clean place, you and your sons and your daughters with you, for they are given as your due and your sons’ due from the sacrifices of the peace offerings of the people of Israel. 15 r The thigh that is contributed and the breast that is waved they shall bring with the food offerings of the fat pieces to wave for a wave offering before the LORD, and it shall be yours and your sons’ with you as a due forever, as the LORD has commanded.”

   16[†]Now Moses diligently inquired about  s the goat of the sin offering, and behold, it was burned up! And he was angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, the surviving sons of Aaron, saying, 17 t “Why have you not eaten the sin offering in the place of the sanctuary, since  o it is a thing most holy and has been given to you that you may bear the iniquity of the congregation, to make atonement for them before the LORD? 18Behold,  u its blood was not brought into the inner part of the sanctuary. You certainly ought to have eaten it in the sanctuary,  v as I commanded.” 19And Aaron said to Moses, “Behold,  w today they have offered their sin offering and their burnt offering before the LORD, and yet such things as these have happened to me! If I had eaten the sin offering today,  x would the LORD have approved?” 20And when Moses heard that, he approved.

  Clean and Unclean Animals

   LEVITICUS 11 [†]And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying to them, 2“Speak to the people of Israel, saying,  y These are the living things that you may eat among all the animals that are on the earth. 3Whatever parts the hoof and is cloven-footed and chews the cud, among the animals, you may eat. 4Nevertheless, among those that chew the cud or part the hoof, you shall not eat these: The camel, because it chews the cud but does not part the hoof, is unclean to you. 5And the  z rock badger, because it chews the cud but does not part the hoof, is unclean to you. 6And the hare, because it chews the cud but does not part the hoof, is unclean to you. 7And the pig, because it parts the hoof and is cloven-footed but does not chew the cud,  a is unclean to you. 8You shall not eat any of their flesh, and you shall not touch their carcasses; they are unclean to you.

   9[†]“These you may eat, of all that are in the waters. Everything in the waters that has fins and scales, whether in the seas or in the rivers, you may eat. 10But anything in the seas or the rivers that does not have fins and scales, of the swarming creatures in the waters and of the living creatures that are in the waters, is  b detestable to you. 11You shall regard them as detestable; you shall not eat any of their flesh, and you shall detest their carcasses. 12Everything in the waters that does not have fins and scales is detestable to you.

   13[†]“And these you shall detest among the birds; [1] they shall not be eaten; they are  b detestable:  c the eagle, [2] the bearded vulture, the black vulture, 14the kite,  d the falcon of any kind, 15every raven of any kind, 16the ostrich, the nighthawk, the sea gull, the  e hawk of any kind, 17the  f little owl, the cormorant, the  g short-eared owl, 18the barn owl, the  h tawny owl, the carrion vulture, 19the stork, the heron of any kind, the hoopoe, and  i the bat.

   20[†]“All winged insects that go on all fours are detestable to you. 21Yet among the winged insects that go on all fours you may eat those that have jointed legs above their feet, with which to hop on the ground. 22Of them you may eat:  j the locust of any kind, the bald locust of any kind, the cricket of any kind, and the grasshopper of any kind. 23But all other winged insects that have four feet are detestable to you.

   24[†]“And by these you shall become unclean. Whoever touches their carcass shall be unclean until the evening, 25and whoever carries any part of their carcass  k shall wash his clothes and be unclean until the evening. 26Every animal that parts the hoof but is not cloven-footed or does not chew the cud is unclean to you. Everyone who touches them shall be unclean. 27And all that walk on their paws, among the animals that go on all fours, are unclean to you. Whoever touches their carcass shall be unclean until the evening, 28and he who carries their carcass  k shall wash his clothes and be unclean until the evening; they are unclean to you.

   29[†]“And these are unclean to you among the swarming things that swarm on the ground: the mole rat,  l the mouse, the great lizard of any kind, 30the gecko, the monitor lizard, the lizard, the sand lizard, and the chameleon. 31These are unclean to you among all that swarm. Whoever touches them when they are dead shall be unclean until the evening. 32And anything on which any of them falls when they are dead shall be unclean, whether it is an article of wood or a garment or a skin or a sack, any article that is used for any purpose.  m It must be put into water, and it shall be unclean until the evening; then it shall be clean. 33And if any of them falls into any earthenware vessel, all that is in it shall be unclean, and you  n shall break it. 34Any food in it that could be eaten, on which water comes, shall be unclean. And all drink that could be drunk from every such vessel shall be unclean. 35And everything on which any part of their carcass falls shall be unclean. Whether oven or stove, it shall be broken in pieces. They are unclean and shall remain unclean for you. 36[†]Nevertheless, a spring or a cistern holding water shall be clean, but whoever touches a carcass in them shall be unclean. 37And if any part of their carcass falls upon any seed grain that is to be sown, it is clean, 38but if water is put on the seed and any part of their carcass falls on it, it is unclean to you.

   39[†]“And if any animal which you may eat dies, whoever touches its carcass shall be unclean until the evening, 40and  o whoever eats of its carcass shall wash his clothes and be unclean until the evening. And whoever carries the carcass shall wash his clothes and be unclean until the evening.

   41 p “Every swarming thing that swarms on the ground is detestable; it shall not be eaten. 42Whatever goes on its belly, and whatever goes on all fours, or whatever has many feet, any swarming thing that swarms on the ground, you shall not eat, for they are detestable. 43 q You shall not make yourselves detestable with any swarming thing that swarms, and you shall not defile yourselves with them, and become unclean through them. 44[†]For I am the LORD your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and  r be holy, for I am holy.  q You shall not defile yourselves with any swarming thing that crawls on the ground. 45 s For I am the LORD who brought you up out of the land of Egypt to be your God.  r You shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.”

   46This is the law about beast and bird and every living creature that moves through the waters and every creature that swarms on the ground, 47 t to make a distinction between the unclean and the clean and between the living creature that may be eaten and the living creature that may not be eaten.

  Purification After Childbirth

   LEVITICUS 12 [†]The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to the people of Israel, saying, If a woman conceives and bears a male child, then  u she shall be unclean seven days.  v As at the time of her menstruation, she shall be unclean. 3And on the  w eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised. 4Then she shall continue for thirty-three days in the blood of her purifying. She shall not touch anything holy, nor come into the sanctuary, until the days of her purifying are completed. 5But if she bears a female child, then she shall be unclean two weeks, as in her menstruation. And she shall continue in the blood of her purifying for sixty-six days.

   6 u “And when the days of her purifying are completed, whether for a son or for a daughter, she shall bring to the priest at the entrance of the tent of meeting a lamb a year old for a burnt offering, and a pigeon or a turtledove for a sin offering, 7and he shall offer it before the LORD and make atonement for her. Then she shall be clean from the flow of her blood. This is the law for her who bears a child, either male or female. 8[†]And if she cannot afford a lamb, then she shall take  x two turtledoves or two pigeons, [1]  y one for a burnt offering and the other for a sin offering.  z And the priest shall make atonement for her, and she shall be clean.”

  Laws About Leprosy

   LEVITICUS 13 [†]The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 2“When a person has on the skin of his body a  a swelling or an eruption or a spot, and it turns into a case of leprous [1] disease on the skin of his body,  b then he shall be brought to Aaron the priest or to one of his sons the priests, 3[†]and the priest shall examine the diseased area on the skin of his body. And if the hair in the diseased area has turned white and the disease appears to be deeper than the skin of his body, it is a case of leprous disease. When the priest has examined him, he shall pronounce him unclean. 4But if the spot is white in the skin of his body and appears no deeper than the skin, and the hair in it has not turned white,  c the priest shall shut up the diseased person for seven days. 5And the priest shall examine him on the seventh day, and if in his eyes the disease is checked and the disease has not spread in the skin, then the  c priest shall shut him up for another seven days. 6And the priest shall examine him again on the seventh day, and if the diseased area has faded and the disease has not spread in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him clean; it is only an eruption. And  d he shall wash his clothes and be clean. 7But if the eruption spreads in the skin, after he has shown himself to the priest for his cleansing, he shall appear again before the priest. 8And the priest shall look, and if the eruption has spread in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is a leprous disease.

   9[†]“When a man is afflicted with a leprous disease, he shall be brought to the priest, 10and the priest shall look. And if there is a  e white swelling in the skin that has turned the hair white, and there is raw flesh in the swelling, 11it is a chronic leprous disease in the skin of his body, and the priest shall pronounce him unclean.  f He shall not shut him up, for he is unclean. 12And if the leprous disease breaks out in the skin, so that the leprous disease covers all the skin of the diseased person from head to foot, so far as the priest can see, 13then the priest shall look, and if the leprous disease has covered all his body, he shall pronounce him clean of the disease; it has all turned white, and he is clean. 14But when raw flesh appears on him, he shall be unclean. 15And the priest shall examine the raw flesh and pronounce him unclean. Raw flesh is unclean, for it is a leprous disease. 16But if the raw flesh recovers and turns white again, then he shall come to the priest, 17and the priest shall examine him, and if the disease has turned white, then the priest shall pronounce the diseased person clean; he is clean.

   18[†]“If there is in the skin of one’s body a  g boil and it heals, 19and in the place of the boil there comes a white swelling or a  h reddish-white spot, then it shall be shown to the priest. 20And the priest shall look, and if it appears deeper than the skin and its hair has turned white, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean. It is a case of leprous disease that has broken out in the boil. 21But if the priest examines it and there is no white hair in it and it is not deeper than the skin, but has faded, then the priest shall shut him up seven days. 22And if it spreads in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is a disease. 23But  i if the spot remains in one place and does not spread, it is the scar of the boil, and the priest shall pronounce him clean.

   24“Or, when the body has a burn on its skin and the raw flesh of the burn becomes a spot,  j reddish-white or white, 25the priest shall examine it, and if the hair in the spot has turned white and it appears deeper than the skin, then it is a leprous disease. It has broken out in the burn, and the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is a case of leprous disease. 26But if the priest examines it and there is no white hair in the spot and it is no deeper than the skin, but has faded, the priest shall shut him up seven days, 27and the priest shall examine him the seventh day. If it is spreading in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is a case of leprous disease. 28But if the spot remains  k in one place and does not spread in the skin, but has faded, it is a swelling from the burn, and the priest shall pronounce him clean, for it is the scar of the burn.

   29“When a man or woman has a disease on the head or the beard, 30the priest shall examine the disease. And if it appears deeper than the skin, and the hair in it is yellow and thin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean. It is an itch, a leprous disease of the head or the beard. 31And if the priest examines the itching disease and it appears no deeper than the skin and there is no black hair in it, then the priest shall shut up the person with the itching disease for seven days, 32and on the seventh day the priest shall examine the disease. If the itch has not spread, and there is in it no yellow hair, and the itch appears to be no deeper than the skin, 33then he shall shave himself, but the itch he shall not shave; and the priest shall shut up the person with the itching disease for another seven days. 34And on the seventh day the priest shall examine the itch, and if the itch has not spread in the skin and it appears to be no deeper than the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him clean. And  l he shall wash his clothes and be clean. 35But if the itch spreads in the skin after his cleansing, 36then the priest shall examine him, and if the itch has spread in the skin, the priest need not seek for the yellow hair; he is unclean. 37But if in his eyes the itch is unchanged and black hair has grown in it, the itch is healed and he is clean, and the priest shall pronounce him clean.

   38“When a man or a woman has spots on the skin of the body, white spots, 39the priest shall look, and if the spots on the skin of the body are of a dull white, it is leukoderma that has broken out in the skin; he is clean.

   40“If a man’s hair falls out from his head, he is bald; he is clean. 41And if a man’s hair falls out from his forehead, he has baldness of the forehead; he is clean. 42But if there is on the bald head or the bald forehead a reddish-white diseased area, it is a leprous disease breaking out on his bald head or his bald forehead. 43Then the priest shall examine him, and if the diseased swelling is reddish-white on his bald head or on his bald forehead, like the appearance of leprous disease in the skin of the body, 44he is a leprous man, he is unclean. The priest must pronounce him unclean; his disease is on his head.

   45[†]“The leprous person who has the disease shall wear torn clothes and  m let the hair of his head hang loose, and he shall  n cover his upper lip [2] and cry out,  o ‘Unclean, unclean.’ 46He shall remain unclean as long as he has the disease. He is unclean. He shall live alone. His dwelling shall be  p outside the camp.

   47[†]“When there is a case of leprous disease in a  q garment, whether a woolen or a linen garment, 48in warp or woof of linen or wool, or in a skin or in anything made of skin, 49if the disease is greenish or reddish in the garment, or in the skin or in the warp or the woof or in any article made of skin, it is a case of leprous disease, and it shall be shown to the priest. 50And the priest shall examine the disease and shut up that which has the disease for seven days. 51Then he shall examine the disease on the seventh day. If the disease has spread in the garment, in the warp or the woof, or in the skin, whatever be the use of the skin, the disease is a  r persistent leprous disease; it is unclean. 52And he shall burn the garment, or the warp or the woof, the wool or the linen, or any article made of skin that is diseased, for it is a persistent leprous disease. It shall be burned in the fire.

   53“And if the priest examines, and if the disease has not spread in the garment, in the warp or the woof or in any article made of skin, 54then the priest shall command that they wash the thing in which is the disease, and he shall shut it up for another seven days. 55And the priest shall examine the diseased thing after it has been washed. And if the appearance of the diseased area has not changed, though the disease has not spread, it is unclean. You shall burn it in the fire, whether the rot is on the back or on the front.

   56“But if the priest examines, and if the diseased area has faded after it has been washed, he shall tear it out of the garment or the skin or the warp or the woof. 57Then if it appears again in the garment, in the warp or the woof, or in any article made of skin, it is spreading. You shall burn with fire whatever has the disease. 58But the garment, or the warp or the woof, or any article made of skin from which the disease departs when you have washed it, shall then be washed a second time, and be clean.”

   59This is the law for a case of leprous disease in a garment of wool or linen, either in the warp or the woof, or in any article made of skin, to determine whether it is clean or unclean.


	


  Laws for Cleansing Lepers

   LEVITICUS 14 [†]The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“This shall be the law of the leprous person for the day of his cleansing.  s He shall be brought to the priest, 3and the priest shall go  t out of the camp, and the priest shall look. Then, if the case of leprous disease is healed in the leprous person, 4the priest shall command them to take for him who is to be cleansed two live [1] clean birds and  u cedarwood and  v scarlet yarn and  w hyssop. 5And the priest shall command them to kill one of the birds in an earthenware vessel over fresh [2] water. 6He shall take the live bird with the cedarwood and the scarlet yarn and the hyssop, and dip them and the live bird in the blood of the bird that was killed over the fresh water. 7And he shall  x sprinkle it  y seven times on him who is to be cleansed of the leprous disease. Then he shall pronounce him clean and shall  z let the living bird go  a into the open field. 8And he who is to be cleansed  b shall wash his clothes and shave off all his hair and bathe himself in water, and he shall be clean. And after that he may come into the camp, but  c live outside his tent seven days. 9And  d on the seventh day he shall shave off all his hair from his head, his beard, and his eyebrows. He shall shave off all his hair, and then he  b shall wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and he shall be clean.

   10[†]“And on the eighth day he  e shall take two male lambs without blemish, and one ewe lamb a year old without blemish, and a  f grain offering of three tenths of an ephah [3] of fine flour mixed with oil, and one log [4] of oil. 11And the priest who cleanses him shall set the man who is to be cleansed and these things before the LORD, at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 12And the priest shall take one of the male lambs and  g offer it for a guilt offering, along with the log of oil, and  h wave them for a wave offering before the LORD. 13And he shall kill the lamb  i in the place where they kill the sin offering and the burnt offering, in the place of the sanctuary. For  j the guilt offering, like the sin offering, belongs to the priest;  k it is most holy. 14The priest shall take some of the blood of the guilt offering, and the priest shall put it  l on the lobe of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot. 15Then the priest shall take some of the log of oil and pour it into the palm of his own left hand 16and dip his right finger in the oil that is in his left hand and sprinkle some oil with his finger seven times before the LORD. 17And some of the oil that remains in his hand the priest shall put on the lobe of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot, on top of the blood of the guilt offering. 18And the rest of the oil that is in the priest’s hand he shall put on the head of him who is to be cleansed.  m Then the priest shall make atonement for him before the LORD. 19The priest shall offer the sin offering, to make atonement for him who is to be cleansed from his uncleanness. And afterward he shall kill the burnt offering. 20And the priest shall offer the burnt offering and the  f grain offering on the altar.  m Thus the priest shall make atonement for him, and he shall be clean.

   21[†]“But  n if he is poor and cannot afford so much, then he shall take one male lamb for a guilt offering  h to be waved, to make atonement for him, and a tenth of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering, and a log of oil; 22 o also two turtledoves or two pigeons, whichever he can afford. The one shall be a sin offering and the other a burnt offering. 23 p And on the eighth day he shall bring them for his cleansing to the priest, to the entrance of the tent of meeting, before the LORD. 24 q And the priest shall take the lamb of the guilt offering and the log of oil, and the priest shall wave them for a wave offering before the LORD. 25And he shall kill the lamb of the guilt offering.  r And the priest shall take some of the blood of the guilt offering and put it on the lobe of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed, and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot. 26And the priest shall pour some of the oil into the palm of his own left hand, 27and shall sprinkle with his right finger some of the oil that is in his left hand seven times before the LORD. 28And the priest shall put some of the oil that is in his hand on the lobe of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot, in the place where the blood of the guilt offering was put. 29And the rest of the oil that is in the priest’s hand he shall put on the head of him who is to be cleansed, to make atonement for him before the LORD. 30And he shall offer, of the  s turtledoves or pigeons, whichever he can afford, 31one [5] for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering, along with a grain offering.  m And the priest shall make atonement before the LORD for him who is being cleansed. 32This is the law for him in whom is a case of leprous disease, who cannot afford  t the offerings for his cleansing.”

  Laws for Cleansing Houses

   33[†]The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 34“When you come into the land of Canaan, which I give you  u for a possession, and I put a case of leprous disease in a house in the land of your possession, 35then he who owns the house shall come and tell the priest, ‘There seems to me to be some case of  v disease in my house.’ 36Then the priest shall command that they empty the house before the priest goes to examine the disease, lest all that is in the house be declared unclean. And afterward the priest shall go in to see the house. 37And he shall examine the disease. And if the disease is in the walls of the house with greenish or reddish spots, and if it appears to be deeper than the surface, 38then the priest shall go out of the house to the door of the house and shut up the house seven days. 39And the priest shall come again on the seventh day, and look. If the disease has spread in the walls of the house, 40then the priest shall command that they take out the stones in which is the disease and throw them into an unclean place outside the city. 41And he shall have the inside of the house scraped all around, and the plaster that they scrape off they shall pour out in an unclean place outside the city. 42Then they shall take other stones and put them in the place of those stones, and he shall take other plaster and plaster the house.

   43“If the disease breaks out again in the house, after he has taken out the stones and scraped the house and plastered it, 44then the priest shall go and look. And if the disease has spread in the house, it is a  w persistent leprous disease in the house; it is unclean. 45And he shall break down the house, its stones and timber and all the plaster of the house, and he shall carry them out of the city to an unclean place. 46Moreover, whoever enters the house while it is shut up shall be unclean until the evening, 47and whoever sleeps in the house  x shall wash his clothes, and whoever eats in the house shall wash his clothes.

   48“But if the priest comes and looks, and if the disease has not spread in the house after the house was plastered, then the priest shall pronounce the house clean, for the disease is healed. 49And for the  y cleansing of the house he shall take  z two small birds, with cedarwood and scarlet yarn and hyssop, 50and shall kill one of the birds in an earthenware vessel over fresh water 51and shall take the cedarwood and the hyssop and the scarlet yarn, along with the live bird, and dip them in the blood of the bird that was killed and in the fresh water and sprinkle the house seven times. 52Thus he shall cleanse the house with the blood of the bird and with the fresh water and with the live bird and with the cedarwood and hyssop and scarlet yarn. 53And he shall let the live bird go out of the city  a into the open country. So he shall  b make atonement for the house, and it shall be clean.”

   54This is the law for any case of leprous disease: for  c an itch, 55for  d leprous disease in a garment or in  e a house, 56and  f for a swelling or an eruption or a spot, 57to  g show when it is unclean and when it is clean. This is the law for leprous disease.

  Laws About Bodily Discharges

   LEVITICUS 15 [†]The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 2[†]“Speak to the people of Israel and say to them,  h When any man has a discharge from his body, [1] his discharge is unclean. 3And this is the law of his uncleanness for a discharge: whether his body runs with his discharge, or his body is blocked up by his discharge, it is his uncleanness. 4Every bed on which the one with the discharge lies shall be unclean, and everything on which he sits shall be unclean. 5And anyone who touches his bed  i shall wash his clothes and  j bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening. 6And whoever sits on anything on which the one with the discharge has sat shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening. 7And whoever touches the body of the one with the discharge shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening. 8And if the one with the discharge spits on someone who is clean, then he shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening. 9And any saddle on which the one with the discharge rides shall be unclean. 10And whoever touches anything that was under him shall be unclean until the evening. And whoever carries such things shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening. 11Anyone whom the one with the discharge touches without having rinsed his hands in water shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening. 12And an  k earthenware vessel that the one with the discharge touches shall be broken, and every vessel of wood shall be rinsed in water.

   13“And when the one with a discharge is cleansed of his discharge, then  l he shall count for himself seven days for his cleansing, and wash his clothes. And he shall bathe his body in fresh water and shall be clean. 14And on the eighth day he shall take two  m turtledoves or two pigeons and come before the LORD to the entrance of the tent of meeting and give them to the priest. 15And the priest shall use them,  n one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering.  o And the priest shall make atonement for him before the LORD for his discharge.

   16[†] p “If a man has an emission of semen, he shall bathe his whole body in water and be unclean until the evening. 17And every garment and every skin on which the semen comes shall be washed with water and be unclean until the evening. 18If a man lies with a woman and has an emission of semen, both of them shall bathe themselves in water and  q be unclean until the evening.

   19[†]“When a woman has a discharge, and the discharge in her body is blood, she shall be in her menstrual impurity for seven days, and whoever touches her shall be unclean until the evening. 20 r And everything on which she lies during her menstrual impurity shall be unclean. Everything also on which she sits shall be unclean. 21And whoever touches her bed shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening. 22And whoever touches anything on which she sits shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening. 23Whether it is the bed or anything on which she sits, when he touches it he shall be unclean until the evening. 24[†]And  s if any man lies with her and her menstrual impurity comes upon him, he shall be unclean seven days, and every bed on which he lies shall be unclean.

   25[†]“If  t a woman has a discharge of blood for many days, not at the time of her menstrual impurity, or if she has a discharge beyond the time of her impurity, all the days of the discharge she shall continue in uncleanness. As in the days of her impurity, she shall be unclean. 26Every bed on which she lies, all the days of her discharge, shall be to her as the bed of her impurity. And everything on which she sits shall be unclean, as in the uncleanness of her menstrual impurity. 27And whoever touches these things shall be unclean, and shall wash his clothes and bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening. 28But  u if she is cleansed of her discharge, she shall count for herself seven days, and after that she shall be clean. 29And on the eighth day she shall take two  v turtledoves or two pigeons and bring them to the priest, to the entrance of the tent of meeting. 30And the priest shall use one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering. And the priest shall make atonement for her before the LORD for her unclean discharge.

   31[†]“Thus you shall keep the people of Israel separate from their uncleanness, lest they die in their uncleanness by  w defiling my tabernacle that is in their midst.”

   32This is the law  x for him who has a discharge and  y for him who has an emission of semen, becoming unclean thereby; 33 z also for her who is unwell with her menstrual impurity, that is, for anyone,  x male or  a female, who has a discharge, and for the  b man who lies with a woman who is unclean.

  The Day of Atonement

   LEVITICUS 16 [†]The LORD spoke to Moses after  c the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they drew near before the LORD and died, 2and the LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron your brother not to  d come at any time into the Holy Place inside the veil, before the mercy seat that is on the ark, so that he may not die. For  e I will appear in the cloud over the mercy seat. 3[†]But in this way Aaron shall come into the Holy Place:  f with a bull from the herd for a sin offering and  g a ram for a burnt offering. 4He shall put on  h the holy linen coat and shall have the linen undergarment on his body, and he shall tie the linen sash around his waist, and wear the linen turban; these are the holy garments.  i He shall bathe his body in water and then put them on. 5And he shall take from  j the congregation of the people of Israel two male goats for a sin offering, and one ram for a burnt offering.

   6“Aaron shall  k offer the bull as a sin offering for himself and shall  l make atonement for himself and for his house. 7Then he shall take the two goats and set them before the LORD at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 8And Aaron shall cast lots over the two goats, one lot for the LORD and the other lot for  m Azazel. [1] 9And Aaron shall present the goat on which the lot fell for the LORD and use it as a sin offering, 10but the goat on which the lot fell for  m Azazel shall be presented alive before the LORD to make atonement over it, that it may be sent away into the wilderness to  m Azazel.

   11[†]“Aaron shall present  k the bull as a sin offering for himself, and shall make atonement for himself and for his house. He shall kill the bull as a sin offering for himself. 12And he shall take  n a censer full of coals of fire from the altar before the LORD, and two handfuls of sweet incense beaten small, and he shall bring it inside the veil 13 o and put the incense on the fire before the LORD, that the cloud of the incense may cover  p the mercy seat that is over the testimony, so that he does not die. 14And  q he shall take some of the blood of the bull and sprinkle it with his finger on the front of the mercy seat on the east side, and in front of the mercy seat he shall sprinkle some of the blood with his finger seven times.

   15 r “Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering that is for the people and bring its blood  s inside the veil and do with its blood as he did with the blood of the bull, sprinkling it over the mercy seat and in front of the mercy seat. 16Thus he shall  t make atonement for the Holy Place, because of the uncleannesses of the people of Israel and because of their transgressions, all their sins. And so he shall do for the tent of meeting, which dwells with them in the midst of their uncleannesses. 17 u No one may be in the tent of meeting from the time he enters to make atonement in the Holy Place until he comes out and has made atonement for himself and for his house and for all the assembly of Israel. 18[†]Then he shall go out to the altar that is  v before the LORD and  w make atonement for it, and shall take some of the blood of the bull and some of the blood of the goat, and put it on the horns of the altar all around. 19And he shall sprinkle some of the blood on it with his finger seven times, and cleanse it and consecrate it from the uncleannesses of the people of Israel.

   20[†]“And when he has made an end of  x atoning for the Holy Place and the tent of meeting and the altar, he shall present the live goat. 21And Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, and confess over it all the iniquities of the people of Israel, and all their transgressions, all their sins. And he shall  y put them on the head of the goat and send it away into the wilderness by the hand of a man who is in readiness. 22The goat shall  z bear all their iniquities on itself to a remote area, and  a he shall let the goat go free in the wilderness.

   23[†]“Then Aaron shall come into the tent of meeting and  b shall take off the linen garments that he put on when he went into the Holy Place and shall leave them there. 24And he shall bathe his body in water in a holy place and put on his garments and come out and  c offer his burnt offering and the burnt offering of the people and make atonement for himself and for the people. 25And  d the fat of the sin offering he shall burn on the altar. 26[†]And he who lets the goat go to  e Azazel shall wash his clothes and  f bathe his body in water, and afterward he may come into the camp. 27 g And the bull for the sin offering and the goat for the sin offering, whose blood was brought in to make atonement in the Holy Place, shall be carried outside the camp. Their skin and their flesh and their dung shall be burned up with fire. 28And he who burns them shall wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and afterward he may come into the camp.

   29[†]“And it shall be a statute to you forever that  h in the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, you shall  i afflict yourselves [2] and shall do no work, either  j the native or the stranger who sojourns among you. 30For on this day shall atonement be made for you  k to cleanse you. You shall be clean before the LORD from all your sins. 31 l It is a Sabbath of solemn rest to you, and you shall  i afflict yourselves; it is a statute forever. 32 m And the priest who is anointed and  n consecrated as priest in his father’s place  o shall make atonement, wearing the holy linen garments. 33He shall make atonement for  p the holy sanctuary, and he shall make atonement for the tent of meeting and for  q the altar, and he shall make atonement for  r the priests and for  s all the people of the assembly. 34And this shall be a statute forever for you, that atonement may be made for the people of Israel  t once in the year because of all their sins.” And Aaron [3] did as the LORD commanded Moses.

  The Place of Sacrifice

   LEVITICUS 17 [†]And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to Aaron and his sons and to all the people of Israel and say to them, This is the thing that the LORD has commanded. 3If any one of the house of Israel  u kills an ox or a lamb or a goat in the camp, or kills it outside the camp, 4and  v does not bring it to the entrance of the tent of meeting to offer it as a gift to the LORD in front of the tabernacle of the LORD, bloodguilt shall be imputed to that man. He has shed blood, and that man  w shall be cut off from among his people. 5This is to the end that the people of Israel may bring their sacrifices that they sacrifice  x in the open field, that they may bring them to the LORD, to the priest at the entrance of the tent of meeting, and sacrifice them  y as sacrifices of peace offerings to the LORD. 6And the priest shall  y throw the blood on the altar of the LORD at the entrance of the tent of meeting and burn the fat  z for a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 7So they shall no more sacrifice their sacrifices to goat demons, after whom they  a whore. This shall be a statute forever for them throughout their generations.

   8“And you shall say to them, Any one of the house of Israel, or of the strangers who sojourn among them, who  b offers a burnt offering or sacrifice 9and  c does not bring it to the entrance of the tent of meeting to offer it to the LORD,  w that man shall be cut off from his people.

  Laws Against Eating Blood

   10[†]“If any one of the house of Israel or of the strangers who sojourn among them  d eats any blood, I will  e set my face against that person who eats blood and will cut him off from among his people. 11[†] f For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it for you on the altar  g to make atonement for your souls,  h for it is the blood that makes atonement by the life. 12[†]Therefore I have said to the people of Israel, No person among you shall eat blood, neither shall any stranger who sojourns among you eat blood.

   13“Any one also of the people of Israel, or of the strangers who sojourn among them, who takes in hunting any beast or bird that may be eaten shall  i pour out its blood and  j cover it with earth. 14For the life of every creature [1] is its  k blood: its blood is its life. [2] Therefore I have said to the people of Israel, You shall not eat the blood of any creature, for the life of every creature is its blood. Whoever eats it shall be cut off. 15[†] l And every person who eats what dies of itself or what is torn by beasts,  m whether he is a native or a sojourner,  n shall wash his clothes and  o bathe himself in water and be unclean until the evening; then he shall be clean. 16But if he does not wash them or bathe his flesh,  p he shall bear his iniquity.”

  Unlawful Sexual Relations

   LEVITICUS 18 [†]And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to the people of Israel and say to them,  q I am the LORD your God. 3 r You shall not do as they do in the land of Egypt, where you lived, and  s you shall not do as they do in the land of Canaan, to which I am bringing you. You shall not walk in their statutes. 4 t You shall follow my rules [1] and keep my statutes and walk in them.  q I am the LORD your God. 5[†] t You shall therefore keep my statutes and my rules;  u if a person does them, he shall live by them: I am the LORD.

   6[†]“None of you shall approach any one of his close relatives to uncover nakedness. I am the LORD. 7 v You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father, which is the nakedness of your mother; she is your mother, you shall not uncover her nakedness. 8 w You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father’s wife; it is your father’s nakedness. 9 x You shall not uncover the nakedness of your sister, your father’s daughter or your mother’s daughter, whether brought up in the family or in another home. 10You shall not uncover the nakedness of your son’s daughter or of your daughter’s daughter, for their nakedness is your own nakedness. 11You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father’s wife’s daughter, brought up in your father’s family, since she is your sister. 12You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father’s sister; she is your father’s relative. 13You shall not uncover the nakedness of your mother’s sister, for she is your mother’s relative. 14You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father’s brother, that is, you shall not approach his wife; she is your aunt. 15 y You shall not uncover the nakedness of your daughter-in-law; she is your son’s wife, you shall not uncover her nakedness. 16 z You shall not uncover the nakedness of your brother’s wife; it is your brother’s nakedness. 17You shall not uncover the nakedness of a woman and of her daughter, and you shall not take her son’s daughter or her daughter’s daughter to uncover her nakedness; they are relatives; it is depravity. 18[†]And you shall not take a woman as a  a rival wife to her sister, uncovering her nakedness  b while her sister is still alive.

   19[†] c “You shall not approach a woman to uncover her nakedness while she is in her menstrual uncleanness. 20[†] d And you shall not lie sexually with your neighbor’s wife and so make yourself unclean with her. 21[†]You shall not give any of your children to  e offer them [2] to  f Molech, and so  g profane the name of your God: I am the LORD. 22[†] h You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination. 23 i And you shall not lie with any animal and so make yourself unclean with it, neither shall any woman give herself to an animal to lie with it: it is  j perversion.

   24[†] k “Do not make yourselves unclean by any of these things,  l for by all these the nations I am driving out before you have become unclean, 25and the  m land became unclean, so that I punished its iniquity, and the land  n vomited out its inhabitants. 26But  o you shall keep my statutes and my rules and do none of these abominations, either the  p native or the stranger who sojourns among you 27(for the people of the land, who were before you, did all of these abominations, so that the land became unclean), 28lest the land vomit you out when you make it unclean, as it vomited out the nation that was before you. 29For everyone who does any of these abominations, the persons who do them shall be cut off from among their people. 30 q So keep my charge never to practice  r any of these abominable customs that were practiced before you, and never to make yourselves unclean by them:  s I am the LORD your God.”

  The LORD Is Holy

   LEVITICUS 19 [†]And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them,  t You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy. 3 u Every one of you shall revere his mother and his father, and  v you shall keep my Sabbaths: I am the LORD your God. 4 w Do not turn to idols  x or make for yourselves any gods of cast metal: I am the LORD your God.

   5 y “When you offer a sacrifice of peace offerings to the LORD, you shall offer it so  z that you may be accepted. 6It shall be eaten the same day you offer it or on the day after, and anything left over until the third day shall be burned up with fire. 7If it is eaten at all on the third day, it is  a tainted; it will not be accepted, 8and everyone who eats it shall  b bear his iniquity, because  c he has profaned what is holy to the LORD, and that person shall be cut off from his people.

  Love Your Neighbor as Yourself

   9[†] d “When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to its edge, neither shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. 10And you shall not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: I am the LORD your God.

   11[†] e “You shall not steal;  f you shall not deal falsely; you shall not lie to one another. 12 g You shall not swear by my name falsely, and so  h profane the name of your God: I am the LORD.

   13 i “You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob him.  j The wages of a hired worker shall not remain with you all night until the morning. 14 k You shall not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind, but you shall  l fear your God: I am the LORD.

   15 m “You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great, but in righteousness shall you judge your neighbor. 16 n You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not  o stand up against the life [1] of your neighbor: I am the LORD.

   17[†] p “You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but  q you shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest you  r incur sin because of him. 18[†] s You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but  t you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.

  You Shall Keep My Statutes

   19[†] u “You shall keep my statutes. You shall not let your cattle breed with a different kind.  v You shall not sow your field with two kinds of seed, nor shall you wear a garment of cloth made of two kinds of material.

   20[†]“If a man lies sexually with a woman who is a slave, assigned to another man and not yet ransomed or given her freedom, a distinction shall be made. They shall not be put to death, because she was not free; 21but  w he shall bring his compensation to the LORD, to the entrance of the tent of meeting, a ram for a guilt offering. 22And the priest shall make atonement for him with the ram of the guilt offering before the LORD for his sin that he has committed, and he shall be forgiven for the sin that he has committed.

   23[†]“When you come into the land and plant any kind of tree for food, then you shall regard its fruit as forbidden. [2] Three years it shall be forbidden to you; it must not be eaten. 24And in the fourth year all its fruit shall be holy, an offering of praise to the LORD. 25But in the fifth year you may eat of its fruit, to increase its yield for you: I am the LORD your God.

   26[†] x “You shall not eat any flesh with the blood in it.  y You shall not interpret omens or  z tell fortunes. 27 a You shall not round off the hair on your temples or mar the edges of your beard. 28You shall not make any  b cuts on your body for the dead or tattoo yourselves: I am the LORD.

   29 c “Do not profane your daughter by making her a prostitute, lest the land fall into prostitution and the land become full of depravity. 30 d You shall keep my Sabbaths and  e reverence my sanctuary: I am the LORD.

   31 f “Do not turn to mediums or necromancers; do not seek them out, and so make yourselves unclean by them: I am the LORD your God.

   32 g “You shall stand up before the gray head and honor the face of an old man, and you shall  h fear your God: I am the LORD.

   33 i “When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong. 34 j You shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the native among you, and  k you shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.

   35 l “You shall do no wrong in judgment, in measures of length or weight or quantity. 36 m You shall have just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin: [3] I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt. 37And  n you shall observe all my statutes and all my rules, and do them: I am the LORD.”

  Punishment for Child Sacrifice

   LEVITICUS 20 [†]The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Say to the people of Israel,  o Any one of the people of Israel or of the strangers who sojourn in Israel who gives any of his children to Molech shall surely be put to death. The people of the land shall stone him with stones. 3 p I myself will set my face against that man and will cut him off from among his people, because he has given one of his children to Molech, to make my sanctuary  q unclean and  r to profane my holy name. 4And if the people of the land do at all close their eyes to that man when he gives one of his children to Molech, and do not  s put him to death, 5then I will set my face against that man and against his clan and will cut them off from among their people, him and all who follow him in  t whoring after Molech.

   6“If  u a person turns to mediums and necromancers, whoring after them,  v I will set my face against that person and will cut him off from among his people. 7[†] w Consecrate yourselves, therefore, and be holy, for I am the LORD your God. 8 x Keep my statutes and do them;  y I am the LORD who sanctifies you. 9[†]For  z anyone who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put to death; he has cursed his father or his mother;  a his blood is upon him.

  Punishments for Sexual Immorality

   10[†]“If a  b man commits adultery with the wife of [1] his neighbor, both the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death. 11 c If a man lies with his father’s wife, he has uncovered his father’s nakedness; both of them shall surely be put to death; their blood is upon them. 12 d If a man lies with his daughter-in-law, both of them shall surely be put to death; they have committed  e perversion; their blood is upon them. 13 f If a man lies with a male as with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination; they shall surely be put to death; their blood is upon them. 14 g If a man takes a woman and her mother also, it is depravity; he and they shall be burned with fire, that there may be no depravity among you. 15 h If a man lies with an animal, he shall surely be put to death, and you shall kill the animal. 16 h If a woman approaches any animal and lies with it, you shall kill the woman and the animal; they shall surely be put to death; their blood is upon them.

   17[†] i “If a man takes his sister, a daughter of his father or a daughter of his mother, and sees her nakedness, and she sees his nakedness, it is a disgrace, and they shall be cut off in the sight of the children of their people. He has uncovered his sister’s nakedness, and he shall bear his iniquity. 18 j If a man lies with a woman during her menstrual period and uncovers her nakedness, he has made naked her fountain, and she has uncovered the fountain of her blood. Both of them shall be cut off from among their people. 19 k You shall not uncover the nakedness of your mother’s sister or of your father’s sister, for that is to make naked  l one’s relative; they shall bear their iniquity. 20 m If a man lies with his uncle’s wife, he has uncovered his uncle’s nakedness; they shall bear their sin; they shall die childless. 21 n If a man takes his brother’s wife, it is impurity. [2] He has uncovered his brother’s nakedness; they shall be childless.

  You Shall Be Holy

   22[†] o “You shall therefore keep all my statutes and all my rules and do them, that the land where I am bringing you to live may not  p vomit you out. 23 q And you shall not walk in the customs of the nation that I am driving out before you, for they did all these things, and therefore I detested them. 24But  r I have said to you, ‘You shall inherit their land, and I will give it to you to possess, a land  s flowing with milk and honey.’ I am the LORD your God,  t who has separated you from the peoples. 25 u You shall therefore separate the clean beast from the unclean, and the unclean bird from the clean. You shall not make yourselves detestable by beast or by bird or by anything with which the ground crawls, which I have set apart for you to hold unclean. 26 v You shall be holy to me,  w for I the LORD am holy and have separated you from the peoples, that you should be mine.

   27[†] x “A man or a woman who is a medium or a necromancer shall surely be put to death. They shall be  y stoned with stones;  z their blood shall be upon them.”

  Holiness and the Priests

   LEVITICUS 21 [†]And the LORD said to Moses, “Speak to the priests, the sons of Aaron, and say to them,  a No one shall make himself unclean for the dead among his people, 2except for his closest relatives, his mother, his father, his son, his daughter, his brother, 3or his virgin sister (who is near to him because she has had no husband; for her he may make himself unclean). 4He shall not make himself unclean as a husband among his people and so profane himself. 5[†] b They shall not make bald patches on their heads, nor shave off the edges of their beards, nor make any cuts on their body. 6They shall be holy to their God and  c not profane the name of their God. For they offer the LORD’s food offerings,  d the bread of their God; therefore they shall be holy. 7[†] e They shall not marry a prostitute or a woman who has been defiled, neither shall they marry a woman  f divorced from her husband, for the priest is holy to his God. 8You shall sanctify him, for he offers the bread of your God. He shall be holy to you, for  g I, the LORD, who sanctify you,  h am holy. 9And the daughter of any priest, if she profanes herself by whoring, profanes her father;  i she shall be burned with fire.

   10[†] j “The priest who is chief among his brothers, on whose head the anointing oil is poured and who has been consecrated to wear the garments,  k shall not let the hair of his head hang loose nor tear his clothes. 11He shall not  l go in to any dead bodies nor make himself unclean, even for his father or for his mother. 12 m He shall not go out of the sanctuary, lest he  n profane the sanctuary of his God, for the  o consecration of the anointing oil of his God is on him: I am the LORD. 13And he shall take a wife in her virginity. [1] 14A widow,  p or a divorced woman, or a woman who has been defiled, or a prostitute, these he shall not marry. But he shall take as his wife a virgin [2] of his own people, 15that he may not profane his offspring among his people, for  g I am the LORD who sanctifies him.”

   16[†]And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 17“Speak to Aaron, saying, None of your offspring throughout their generations who has a blemish may  q approach to offer the bread of his God. 18For no one who has a blemish shall draw near, a man  r blind or lame, or one who has a mutilated face  s or a limb too long, 19or a man who has an injured foot or an injured hand, 20or a hunchback or a dwarf or a man with a  r defect in his sight or an itching disease or scabs or  t crushed testicles. 21[†]No man of the offspring of Aaron the priest who has a blemish shall come near to  u offer the LORD’s food offerings; since he has a blemish, he shall not come near to offer the bread of his God. 22He may eat the bread of his God, both of  v the most holy and of the  w holy things, 23but he shall not go through the veil or approach the altar, because he has a blemish, that he may not  x profane my sanctuaries,  y for I am the LORD who sanctifies them.” 24So Moses spoke to Aaron and to his sons and to all the people of Israel.

   LEVITICUS 22 [†]And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to Aaron and his sons so that they  z abstain from the holy things of the people of Israel, which they  a dedicate to me, so that they do not  b profane my holy name: I am the LORD. 3Say to them, ‘If any one of all your offspring throughout your generations approaches the holy things that the people of Israel dedicate to the LORD, while  c he has an uncleanness, that person shall be cut off from my presence: I am the LORD. 4[†]None of the offspring of Aaron who has a leprous disease or a  d discharge may eat of the holy things  e until he is clean.  f Whoever touches anything that is unclean through contact with the dead or  g a man who has had an emission of semen, 5and  h whoever touches a swarming thing by which he may be made unclean or  i a person from whom he may take uncleanness, whatever his uncleanness may be— 6the person who touches such a thing shall be unclean until the evening and shall not eat of the holy things unless he has  j bathed his body in water. 7When the sun goes down he shall be clean, and afterward he may eat of the holy things, because  k they are his food. 8 l He shall not eat what dies of itself or is torn by beasts, and so make himself unclean by it: I am the LORD.’ 9They shall therefore keep my charge,  m lest they bear sin for it and die thereby when they profane it:  n I am the LORD who sanctifies them.

   10[†] o “A lay person shall not eat of a holy thing; no foreign guest of the priest or hired worker shall eat of a holy thing, 11but if a priest buys a slave [1] as his property for money, the slave [2] may eat of it, and  p anyone born in his house may eat of his food. 12If a priest’s daughter marries a layman, she shall not eat of the contribution of the holy things. 13But if a priest’s daughter is widowed or divorced and has no child and  q returns to her father’s house,  r as in her youth, she may eat of her father’s food; yet no lay person shall eat of it. 14 s And if anyone eats of a holy thing unintentionally, he shall add  t the fifth of its value to it and give the holy thing to the priest. 15They  u shall not profane the holy things of the people of Israel, which they contribute to the LORD, 16and so cause them  m to bear iniquity and guilt, by eating their holy things:  n for I am the LORD who sanctifies them.”

  Acceptable Offerings

   17[†]And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 18“Speak to Aaron and his sons and all the people of Israel and say to them,  v When any one of the house of Israel or of the sojourners in Israel presents a burnt offering as his offering, for any of their vows or freewill offerings that they offer to the LORD, 19if it is to be accepted for you it shall be a  w male without blemish, of the bulls or the sheep or the goats. 20 x You shall not offer anything that has a blemish, for it will not be acceptable for you. 21And when anyone  y offers a sacrifice of peace offerings to the LORD  z to fulfill a vow or as a freewill offering from the herd or from the flock, to be accepted it must be perfect; there shall be no blemish in it. 22Animals  a blind or disabled or mutilated or having a discharge or  b an itch or scabs you shall not offer to the LORD or give them to the LORD as a food  c offering on the altar. 23You may present a bull or a lamb that has a part  d too long or too short for a freewill offering, but for a vow offering it cannot be accepted. 24Any animal that has its testicles bruised or crushed or torn or cut you shall not offer to the LORD; you shall not do it within your land, 25neither shall you offer as  e the bread of your God any such animals gotten from a foreigner. Since there is a  f blemish in them, because of their mutilation, they will not be accepted for you.”

   26And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 27 g “When an ox or sheep or goat is born, it shall remain seven days with its mother, and from the eighth day on it shall be acceptable as a food offering to the LORD. 28But you shall not kill an ox or a sheep  h and her young in one day. 29[†]And when you sacrifice a  i sacrifice of thanksgiving to the LORD, you shall sacrifice it so that you may be accepted. 30It shall be eaten on the same day;  j you shall leave none of it until morning: I am the LORD.

   31 k “So you shall keep my commandments and do them: I am the LORD. 32 l And you shall not profane my holy name, that  m I may be sanctified among the people of Israel.  n I am the LORD who sanctifies you, 33who brought you out of the land of Egypt  o to be your God: I am the LORD.”

  Feasts of the LORD

   LEVITICUS 23 [†]The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to the people of Israel and say to them,  p These are the appointed feasts of the LORD that you shall  q proclaim as  r holy convocations; they are my appointed feasts.

  The Sabbath

   3 s “Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, a holy convocation. You shall do no work. It is a Sabbath to the LORD in all your dwelling places.

  The Passover

   4[†] p “These are the appointed feasts of the LORD, the  t holy convocations, which you shall proclaim at the time appointed for them. 5 u In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at twilight, [1] is the LORD’s Passover. 6And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the Feast of Unleavened Bread to the LORD; for seven days you shall eat unleavened bread. 7 v On the first day you shall have a holy convocation; you shall not do any ordinary work. 8But you shall present a food offering to the LORD for seven days. On the seventh day is a holy convocation; you shall not do any ordinary work.”

  The Feast of Firstfruits

   9[†]And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 10“Speak to the people of Israel and say to them,  w When you come into the land that I give you and reap its harvest, you shall bring the sheaf of  x the firstfruits of your harvest to the priest, 11and he shall  y wave the sheaf before the LORD, so that you may be accepted. On the day after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it. 12And on the day when you  y wave the sheaf, you shall offer a  z male lamb a year old without blemish as a burnt offering to the LORD. 13 a And the grain offering with it shall be two tenths of an ephah [2] of fine flour mixed with oil, a food offering to the LORD with a pleasing aroma,  b and the drink offering with it shall be of wine, a fourth of a hin. [3] 14And you shall eat neither bread nor grain  c parched or  c fresh until this same day, until you have brought the offering of your God: it is a statute forever throughout your generations in all your dwellings.

  The Feast of Weeks

   15[†] d “You shall count seven full weeks from the day after the Sabbath, from the day that you brought the sheaf of the  y wave offering. 16You shall count  e fifty days to the day after the seventh Sabbath. Then you shall present a grain offering of  f new grain to the LORD. 17You shall bring from your dwelling places two loaves of bread to be waved, made of two tenths of an ephah. They shall be of fine flour, and they shall be baked with leaven, as  g firstfruits to the LORD. 18And you shall present with the bread seven lambs a year old without blemish, and one bull from the herd and two rams. They shall be a burnt offering to the LORD, with their grain offering and their drink offerings, a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 19And you shall offer one  h male goat for a sin offering, and two male lambs a year old as a sacrifice of  i peace offerings. 20And the priest shall  y wave them with the bread of the firstfruits as a wave offering before the LORD, with the two lambs.  j They shall be holy to the LORD for the priest. 21And you shall make a proclamation on the same day. You shall hold a holy convocation. You shall not do any ordinary work. It is a statute forever in all your dwelling places throughout your generations.

   22“And  k when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to its edge, nor shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: I am the LORD your God.”

  The Feast of Trumpets

   23[†]And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 24“Speak to the people of Israel, saying, In  l the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall observe a day of solemn rest,  m a memorial proclaimed with blast of trumpets, a holy convocation. 25You shall not do any ordinary work, and you shall present a food offering to the LORD.”

  The Day of Atonement

   26[†]And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 27“Now  n on the tenth day of this seventh month is the Day of Atonement. It shall be for you a time of holy convocation, and you shall afflict yourselves [4] and present a food offering to the LORD. 28And you shall not do any work on that very day, for it is a Day of Atonement, to make atonement for you before the LORD your God. 29For whoever is not afflicted on that very day  o shall be cut off from his people. 30And whoever does any work on that very day, that person I will destroy from among his people. 31You shall not do any work. It is a statute forever throughout your generations in all your dwelling places. 32It shall be to you a Sabbath of solemn rest, and you shall afflict yourselves. On the ninth day of the month beginning at evening, from evening to evening shall you keep your Sabbath.”

  The Feast of Booths

   33[†]And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 34“Speak to the people of Israel, saying,  p On the fifteenth day of this seventh month and for seven days is the Feast of Booths [5] to the LORD. 35On the first day shall be a holy convocation; you shall not do any ordinary work. 36For seven days you shall present food offerings to the LORD.  q On the eighth day you shall hold a holy convocation and present a food offering to the LORD. It is a  r solemn assembly; you shall not do any ordinary work.

   37[†] s “These are the appointed feasts of the LORD, which you shall proclaim as times of holy convocation, for presenting to the LORD food offerings, burnt offerings and grain offerings, sacrifices and drink offerings, each on its proper day, 38 t besides the LORD’s Sabbaths and besides your gifts and besides all your vow offerings and besides all your freewill offerings, which you give to the LORD.

   39“On the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have  u gathered in the produce of the land, you shall celebrate the feast of the LORD seven days. On the first day shall be a solemn rest, and on the eighth day shall be a solemn rest. 40And  v you shall take on the first day the fruit of splendid trees, branches of palm trees and boughs of leafy trees and willows of the brook, and  w you shall rejoice before the LORD your God seven days. 41 x You shall celebrate it as a feast to the LORD for seven days in the year. It is a statute forever throughout your generations; you shall celebrate it in the seventh month. 42 y You shall dwell in booths for seven days. All native Israelites shall dwell in booths, 43that  z your generations may know that I made the people of Israel dwell in booths when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.”

   44Thus Moses  a declared to the people of Israel the appointed feasts of the LORD.

  The Lamps

   LEVITICUS 24 [†] b The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Command the people of Israel to bring you pure oil from beaten olives for the lamp, that a light may be kept burning regularly. 3Outside the veil of the testimony, in the tent of meeting, Aaron shall arrange it from evening to morning before the LORD regularly. It shall be a statute forever throughout your generations. 4He shall arrange the lamps on the  c lampstand of pure gold [1] before the LORD regularly.

  Bread for the Tabernacle

   5[†]“You shall take fine flour and bake twelve  d loaves from it; two tenths of an ephah [2] shall be in each loaf. 6And you shall set them in two piles, six in a pile,  e on the table of pure gold [3] before the LORD. 7And you shall put pure frankincense on each pile, that it may go with the bread as a memorial portion as a food offering to the LORD. 8 f Every Sabbath day Aaron shall arrange it before the LORD regularly; it is from the people of Israel as a covenant forever. 9And  g it shall be for Aaron and his sons, and  h they shall eat it in a holy place, since it is for him a most holy portion out of the LORD’s food offerings, a perpetual due.”

  Punishment for Blasphemy

   10[†]Now an Israelite woman’s son, whose father was an Egyptian, went out among the people of Israel. And the Israelite woman’s son and a man of Israel fought in the camp, 11and the Israelite woman’s son  i blasphemed the  j Name, and cursed. Then they  k brought him to Moses. His mother’s name was Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan. 12And  l they put him in custody,  m till the will of the LORD should be clear to them.

   13[†]Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 14 n “Bring out of the camp the one who cursed, and let all who heard him  o lay their hands on his head, and let all the congregation stone him. 15And speak to the people of Israel, saying, Whoever curses his God shall  p bear his sin. 16Whoever  q blasphemes the name of the LORD shall surely be put to death. All the congregation shall stone him. The sojourner as well as the native, when he blasphemes the Name, shall be put to death.

  An Eye for an Eye

   17[†] r “Whoever takes a human life shall surely be put to death. 18 s Whoever takes an animal’s life shall make it good, life for life. 19If anyone injures his neighbor,  t as he has done it shall be done to him, 20fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth; whatever injury he has given a person shall be given to him. 21 s Whoever kills an animal shall make it good,  r and whoever kills a person shall be put to death. 22You shall have the  u same rule for the sojourner and for the native, for I am the LORD your God.” 23So Moses spoke to the people of Israel, and  v they brought out of the camp the one who had cursed and stoned him with stones. Thus the people of Israel did as the LORD commanded Moses.

  The Sabbath Year

   LEVITICUS 25 [†] w The LORD spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying, 2“Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When you come into  x the land that I give you, the land shall keep a Sabbath to the LORD. 3For six years you shall sow your field, and for six years you shall prune your vineyard and gather in its fruits, 4but in the seventh year there shall be a Sabbath of solemn rest for the land, a Sabbath to the LORD. You shall not sow your field or prune your vineyard. 5 y You shall not reap what grows of itself in your harvest, or gather the grapes of your undressed vine. It shall be a year of solemn rest for the land. 6The Sabbath of the land [1] shall provide food for you, for yourself and for your male and female slaves [2] and for your hired worker and the sojourner who lives with you, 7and for your cattle and for the wild animals that are in your land:  z all its yield shall be for food.

  The Year of Jubilee

   8[†]“You shall count seven weeks [3] of years, seven times seven years, so that the time of the seven weeks of years shall give you forty-nine years. 9Then you shall sound  a the loud trumpet on the tenth day of the seventh month.  b On the Day of Atonement you shall sound the trumpet throughout all your land. 10And you shall consecrate the fiftieth year, and  c proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you, when each of you shall return to his property and each of  d you shall return to his clan. 11That fiftieth year shall be a jubilee for you; in it  e you shall neither sow nor reap  y what grows of itself nor gather the grapes from the undressed vines. 12For it is a jubilee. It shall be holy to you.  f You may eat the produce of the field. [4]

   13[†] d “In this year of jubilee each of you shall return to his property. 14And if you make a sale to your neighbor or buy from your neighbor,  g you shall not wrong one another. 15 h You shall pay your neighbor according to the number of years after the jubilee, and he shall sell to you according to the number of years for crops. 16If the years are many, you shall increase the price, and if the years are few, you shall reduce the price, for it is the number of the crops that he is selling to you. 17 i You shall not wrong one another, but you shall fear your God, for I am the LORD your God.

   18 j “Therefore you shall do my statutes and keep my rules and perform them, and then  k you will dwell in the land securely. 19 l The land will yield its fruit, and  m you will eat your fill  k and dwell in it securely. 20And if you say,  n ‘What shall we eat in the seventh year, if  o we may not sow or gather in our crop?’ 21I will  p command my blessing on you in the sixth year, so that it will produce a crop sufficient for three years. 22 q When you sow in the eighth year, you will be eating some of  r the old crop; you shall eat the old until the ninth year, when its crop arrives.

  Redemption of Property

   23[†]“The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for  s the land is mine. For you are strangers and sojourners with me. 24And in all the country you possess, you shall allow a redemption of the land.

   25[†]“If your brother becomes poor and sells part of his property,  t then his nearest redeemer shall come and redeem what his brother has sold. 26If a man has no one to redeem it and then himself becomes prosperous and finds sufficient means to redeem it, 27let  u him calculate the years since he sold it and pay back the balance to the man to whom he sold it, and then return to his property. 28But if he does not have sufficient means to recover it, then what he sold shall remain in the hand of the buyer until the year of jubilee. In the jubilee it shall  v be released, and  w he shall return to his property.

   29“If a man sells a dwelling house in a walled city, he may redeem it within a year of its sale. For a full year he shall have the right of redemption. 30If it is not redeemed within a full year, then the house in the walled city shall belong in perpetuity to the buyer, throughout his generations;  v it shall not be released in the jubilee. 31But the houses of the villages that have no wall around them shall be classified with the fields of the land. They may be redeemed, and  v they shall be released in the jubilee. 32As for  x the cities of the Levites, the Levites may redeem at any time the houses in the cities they possess. 33And if one of the Levites exercises his right of redemption, then the house that was sold in a city they possess shall be released in the jubilee. For the houses in the cities of the Levites are their possession among the people of Israel. 34But the fields  y of pastureland belonging to their cities may not be sold, for that is their possession forever.

  Kindness for Poor Brothers

   35[†]“If your brother becomes poor and cannot maintain himself with you,  z you shall support him as though he were a stranger and a sojourner, and he shall live with you. 36 a Take no interest from him or profit, but  b fear your God, that your brother may live beside you. 37 a You shall not lend him your money at interest, nor give him your food for profit. 38 c I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt to give you the land of Canaan, and to be your God.

   39[†] d “If your brother becomes poor beside you and sells himself to you, you shall not make him serve as a slave: 40he shall be with you as a hired worker and as a sojourner. He shall serve with you until the year of the jubilee. 41 v Then he shall go out from you,  e he and his children with him, and go back to his own clan and return  f to the possession of his fathers. 42For they are  g my servants, [5] whom I brought out of the land of Egypt; they shall not be sold as slaves. 43 h You shall not rule over him  i ruthlessly but  j shall fear your God. 44As for your male and female slaves whom you may have: you may buy male and female slaves from among the nations that are around you. 45 k You may also buy from among the strangers who sojourn with you and their clans that are with you, who have been born in your land, and they may be your property. 46You may bequeath them to your sons after you to inherit as a possession forever. You may make slaves of them, but over your brothers the people of Israel  l you shall not rule, one over another ruthlessly.

  Redeeming a Poor Man

   47[†]“If a stranger or sojourner with you becomes rich, and  m your brother beside him becomes poor and sells himself to the stranger or sojourner with you or to a member of the stranger’s clan, 48then after he is sold he may be redeemed. One of his brothers may redeem him, 49or his uncle or his cousin may  n redeem him, or a close relative from his clan may redeem him. Or if he  o grows rich he may redeem himself. 50He shall calculate with his buyer from the year when he sold himself to him until the year of jubilee, and the price of his sale shall vary with the number of years. The time he was with his owner shall be  p rated as the time of a hired worker. 51If there are still many years left, he shall pay proportionately for his redemption some of his sale price. 52If there remain but a few years until the year of jubilee, he shall calculate and pay for his redemption in proportion to his years of service. 53He shall treat him as a worker hired year by year.  l He shall not rule ruthlessly over him in your sight. 54And if he is not redeemed by these means, then  q he and his children with him shall be released in the year of jubilee. 55For it is  r to me that the people of Israel are servants. [6] They are my servants whom I brought out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.

  Blessings for Obedience

   LEVITICUS 26 [†]“You shall not make  s idols for yourselves or erect an  t image or  u pillar, and you shall not set up a  v figured stone in your land to bow down to it, for I am the LORD your God. 2 w You shall keep my Sabbaths and reverence my sanctuary: I am the LORD.

   3[†] x “If you walk in my statutes and observe my commandments and do them, 4then  y I will give you your rains in their season, and the land shall yield its increase, and the trees of the field shall yield their fruit. 5 z Your threshing shall last to the time of the grape harvest, and the grape harvest shall last to the time for sowing. And  a you shall eat your bread to the full and  b dwell in your land securely. 6 c I will give peace in the land, and  d you shall lie down, and none shall make you afraid. And  e I will remove harmful beasts from the land,  f and the sword shall not go through your land. 7You shall chase your enemies, and they shall fall before you by the sword. 8 g Five of you shall chase a hundred, and a hundred of you shall chase ten thousand, and your enemies shall fall before you by the sword. 9 h I will turn to you and  i make you fruitful and multiply you and will confirm my covenant with you. 10You shall eat  j old store long kept, and you shall clear out the old to make way for the new. 11 k I will make my dwelling [1] among you, and my soul shall not abhor you. 12 l And I  m will walk among you and will be your God, and you shall be my people. 13 n I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, that you should not be their slaves.  o And I have broken the bars of your yoke and made you walk erect.

  Punishment for Disobedience

   14 p “But if you will not listen to me and will not do all these commandments, 15if you spurn my statutes, and if your soul abhors my rules, so that you will not do all my commandments, but  q break my covenant, 16then I will do this to you: I will visit you with panic, with  r wasting disease and fever that consume the eyes and make the heart ache. And  s you shall sow your seed in vain, for your enemies shall eat it. 17I will  t set my face against you, and  u you shall be struck down before your enemies.  v Those who hate you shall rule over you, and  w you shall flee when none pursues you. 18[†]And if in spite of this you will not listen to me, then I will discipline you again  x sevenfold for your sins, 19and I will break  y the pride of your power, and I  z will make your heavens like iron and your earth like bronze. 20And  a your strength shall be spent in vain, for  b your land shall not yield its increase, and the trees of the land shall not yield their fruit.

   21 c “Then if you walk contrary to me and will not listen to me, I will continue striking you, sevenfold for your sins. 22And  d I will let loose the wild beasts against you, which shall bereave you of your children and destroy your livestock and make you few in number, so that  e your roads shall be deserted.

   23“And  f if by this discipline you are not turned to me  c but walk contrary to me, 24 g then I also will walk contrary to you, and I myself will strike you sevenfold for your sins. 25And  h I will bring a sword upon you, that shall execute vengeance for the covenant. And if you gather within your cities,  i I will send pestilence among you, and you shall be delivered into the hand of the enemy. 26 j When I break your supply [2] of bread, ten women shall bake your bread in a single oven and shall dole out your bread again by weight, and  k you shall eat and not be satisfied.

   27[†]“But  l if in spite of this you will not listen to me, but walk contrary to me, 28then I will walk contrary to you  m in fury, and I myself will discipline you  x sevenfold for your sins. 29 n You shall eat the flesh of your sons, and you shall eat the flesh of your daughters. 30And  o I will destroy your high places and cut down your incense altars and  p cast your dead bodies upon the dead bodies of your idols, and my soul will abhor you. 31And I will  q lay your cities waste and will  r make your sanctuaries desolate, and  s I will not smell your pleasing aromas. 32And  t I myself will devastate the land, so that your enemies who settle in it shall be  u appalled at it. 33And  v I will scatter you among the nations, and I will unsheathe the sword after you, and your land shall be a desolation, and your cities shall be a waste.

   34[†] w “Then the land shall enjoy [3] its Sabbaths as long as it lies desolate, while you are in your enemies’ land; then the land shall rest, and enjoy its Sabbaths. 35As long as it lies desolate it shall have rest, the rest that it did not have on your Sabbaths when you were dwelling in it. 36And as for those of you who are left,  x I will send faintness into their hearts in the lands of their enemies. The  y sound of a  z driven leaf shall put them to flight, and they shall flee as one flees from the sword, and they shall fall when none pursues. 37They shall stumble over one another, as if to escape a sword, though none pursues. And  a you shall have no power to stand before your enemies. 38And you shall perish among the nations, and the land of your enemies shall eat you up. 39And those of you who are left shall  b rot away in your enemies’ lands because of their iniquity, and also because of the iniquities of their fathers they shall rot away like them.

   40[†]“But if  c they confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their fathers in their treachery that they  d committed against me, and also in walking contrary to me, 41so that I walked contrary to them and brought them into the land of their enemies—if then their  e uncircumcised heart is  f humbled and they make amends for their iniquity, 42then I will  g remember my covenant with Jacob, and I will remember my covenant with Isaac and my covenant with Abraham, and I will  h remember the land. 43But  w the land shall be abandoned by them and enjoy its Sabbaths while it lies desolate without them, and they shall make amends for their iniquity, because they spurned my rules and their soul abhorred my statutes. 44Yet for all that, when they are in the land of their enemies,  i I will not spurn them, neither will I abhor them so as to destroy them utterly and  j break my covenant with them, for I am the LORD their God. 45But I will for their sake remember the covenant with their forefathers,  k whom I brought out of the land of Egypt  l in the sight of the nations, that I might be their God: I am the LORD.”

   46 m These are the statutes and rules and laws that the LORD made between himself and the people of Israel through Moses  n on Mount Sinai.

  Laws About Vows

   LEVITICUS 27 [†]The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, If anyone  o makes a special vow to the LORD involving the valuation of persons, 3then the valuation of a male from twenty years old up to sixty years old shall be fifty shekels [1] of silver, according to the  p shekel of the sanctuary. 4If the person is a female, the valuation shall be thirty shekels. 5If the person is from five years old up to twenty years old, the valuation shall be for a male twenty shekels, and for a female ten shekels. 6If the person is from a month old up to five years old, the valuation shall be for a male five shekels of silver, and for a female the valuation shall be three shekels of silver. 7And if the person is sixty years old or over, then the valuation for a male shall be fifteen shekels, and for a female ten shekels. 8And if someone is too poor to pay the valuation, then he shall be made to stand before the priest, and the priest shall value him; the priest shall value him according to what the vower can afford.

   9[†]“If the vow [2] is an animal that may be offered as an offering to the LORD, all of it that he gives to the LORD is holy. 10 q He shall not exchange it or make a substitute for it, good for bad, or bad for good; and if he does in fact substitute one animal for another, then both it and the substitute shall be holy. 11And if it is any unclean animal that may not be offered as an offering to the LORD, then he shall stand the animal before the priest, 12and the priest shall value it as either good or bad; as the priest values it, so it shall be. 13 r But if he wishes to redeem it, he shall add a  s fifth to the valuation.

   14“When a man dedicates his house as a holy gift to the LORD, the priest shall value it as either good or bad; as the priest values it, so it shall stand. 15 t And if the donor wishes to redeem his house, he shall add a  s fifth to the valuation price, and it shall be his.

   16[†]“If a man dedicates to the LORD part of the land that is his possession, then the valuation shall be in proportion to its seed. A homer [3] of barley seed shall be valued at fifty shekels of silver. 17If he dedicates his field from the year of jubilee, the valuation shall stand, 18but if he dedicates his field after the jubilee, then the priest shall  u calculate the price according to the years that remain until the year of jubilee, and a deduction shall be made from the valuation. 19 v And if he who dedicates the field wishes to redeem it, then he shall add a  s fifth to its valuation price, and it shall remain his. 20But if he does not wish to redeem the field, or if he has sold the field to another man, it shall not be redeemed anymore. 21But the field,  w when it is released in the jubilee, shall be a holy gift to the LORD, like a field that has been  x devoted. The priest shall be in  y possession of it. 22If he dedicates to the LORD a field that he has bought,  z which is not a part of his possession, 23 a then the priest shall calculate the amount of the valuation for it up to the year of jubilee, and the man shall give the valuation on that day as a holy gift to the LORD. 24 b In the year of jubilee the field shall return to him from whom it was bought, to whom the land belongs as a possession. 25Every valuation shall be according to  c the shekel of the sanctuary:  d twenty gerahs [4] shall make a shekel.

   26[†]“But a  e firstborn of animals, which as a firstborn belongs to the LORD, no man may dedicate; whether ox or sheep, it is the LORD’s. 27And if it is an unclean animal, then he shall buy it back at the valuation,  f and add a fifth to it; or, if it is not redeemed, it shall be sold at the valuation.

   28[†]“But  g no devoted thing that a man devotes to the LORD, of anything that he has, whether man or beast, or of his inherited field, shall be sold or redeemed; every devoted thing is most holy to the LORD. 29 h No one devoted, who is to be devoted for destruction [5] from mankind, shall be ransomed; he shall surely be put to death.

   30[†] i “Every tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the trees, is the LORD’s; it is holy to the LORD. 31If a man wishes to redeem some of his tithe, he shall add a fifth to it. 32And every tithe of herds and flocks, every tenth animal of all that  j pass under the herdsman’s staff, shall be holy to the LORD. 33One shall not differentiate between good or bad,  k neither shall he make a substitute for it; and if he does substitute for it, then both it and the substitute shall be holy; it shall not be redeemed.”

   34[†] l These are the commandments that the LORD commanded Moses for the people of Israel  m on Mount Sinai.
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Study Notes for Leviticus

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 1:1–6:7 Five Major Offerings. Leviticus describes five major offerings, each with its own characteristics.




FACT


Burnt offerings were the most costly type of sacrifice. Unlike other offerings, none of the remains could be used for other purposes.





LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 1:1–17 The burnt offering (see also 6:8–13) is the most costly offering, since it is completely burned up (except for the skin, which the priest kept). The motive for the burnt offering is not specified here, but other references to the sacrifices show that it is offered for thanksgiving, penitence, vows, and self-dedication.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 1:3–4 The bull offered in sacrifice must be without blemish. It should have no physical defects (22:22–24) that would lessen its value and make it unworthy for presenting to the Lord (compare Mal. 1:8). lay his hand. This action probably establishes some relationship between the offerers and animal so that the animal is accepted on their behalf. shall be accepted . . . to make atonement for him. “Make atonement” seems to involve both expiation (the removal of sin) and propitiation (the appeasement of wrath). The offerings that “make atonement” are the burnt offering, the sin offering (Lev. 4:26), and the guilt offering (5:16).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 1:5–9 Atonement is achieved through both the sacrifice and the priests who represent the Lord. Food offering is not a specific name of an offering but a more general term for what is “consumed” by the Lord in the fire. In other offerings, it is often coupled with a pleasing aroma (v. 9; compare Gen. 8:21), implying the Lord’s acceptance (Lev. 1:3–4).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 1:14–17 Despite its small size, the burnt offering of a bird is acceptable to God. He considers it a pleasing aroma.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 2:1–16 The grain offering (see also 6:14–23) would ordinarily be offered with a burnt or peace offering. It probably served the same purpose as the offering it accompanied.




FACT


Grain offerings. Grain was highly valued by nomads such as the Israelites, since it could not be grown in the desert. Grain offerings were thus an act of worship and thanksgiving.





LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 2:1–3 The priest was to burn a handful of the offering as a memorial portion to the Lord (v. 2). The Israelites were asking the Lord to “remember” them with favor as they made their request or offered their praise.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 2:11–13 The worshipers are prohibited from burning leaven or honey on the altar, though the text does not explain why. They could, however, season their offerings with salt, which is described as the salt of the covenant. As a preservative, salt would remind them of the permanence of their covenant relationship with the Lord (see Num. 18:19).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 3:1–17 The peace offering (see also 7:11–36) expresses peace between an offerer and the Lord. As with the burnt offering, there are various motives for a peace offering, from petition to praise.




FACT


Peace offerings were also called fellowship offerings. They expressed peace and fellowship between the person making the offering and the Lord.





LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 3:1–5 For the burnt offering, the entire animal was to be burned up; for the peace offering, only the fatty parts are to be burned. The fat in ancient Israel represented the very best part of the animal (compare the “fat of the wheat,” Num. 18:12).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 3:6–17 Almost the same instructions are given here for the offering of a sheep or a goat.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 3:16–17 The fat, being the very best part of the animal, was to be given to the Lord. The blood was reserved for atoning for the life of the Israelites, therefore it too must not be consumed (see notes on 17:11; 17:12).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 4:1–5:13 The sin offering (see also 6:24–30) is for restoring one’s broken relationship with the Lord, whether that was caused by an unintentional sin (4:1–35) or by a sin of omission (5:1–13).




FACT


Sin offerings atoned for unintentional sins (4:1–35) and for sins of omission (5:1–13). The sacrificial animal was burned “outside of the camp” (4:12), rather than at the base of the altar. This foreshadowed the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ, who was crucified “outside the camp” (Heb. 13:13).





LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 4:1–21 These verses show how to deal with the sins of the priest and the whole congregation. Blood is sprinkled in front of the veil that separates the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place, indicating that their sins have defiled the Most Holy Place. But since this is a regular occasion, and not the Day of Atonement (ch. 16), the blood cannot be brought into the Most Holy Place. The priest and congregation as a corporate entity bear heavier responsibility than an individual leader or layperson. Therefore, a more costly animal is required for the sacrifice.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 4:3 The anointed priest probably refers to the high priest.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 4:13 If the whole congregation . . . sins unintentionally. For a possible biblical example of unintentional sin, see Josh. 9:15, where Israel made a wrongful covenant with the Gibeonites, not realizing that they were being deceived. realize their guilt. See esv footnote; compare Lev. 4:22, 27; 5:2, 3, 4, 5.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 4:22–35 The priest atones for the sin of a leader or an individual by what he does with the blood at the altar of the burnt offering (v. 25) and by burning the fat on it (v. 26). The meat is not burned outside the camp, since it will be eaten by the priests (6:24–30).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 5:1–6 These verses describe four cases in which sinners either deliberately (v. 1) or unknowingly (vv. 2–4) fail to do something that is required. In any of these cases, once they realize their guilt, they are to confess their sin (v. 5) and bring a sin offering.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 5:7–13 Either a lamb, two turtledoves, or two pigeons could be offered for the sin offering, depending on the sinner’s economic situation. Thus all Israelites could present an acceptable sacrifice.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 5:14–6:7 The offenses covered by the guilt offering (see also 7:1–10) appear to be more serious than those covered by the sin offering. The sacrificial animal is more costly (a male instead of a female) and the sins are described as a breach of faith (5:15).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 6:1–7 When a person sins against his neighbor, he should make it right both with the neighbor and with the Lord (see also Matt. 5:23–26).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 6:8–7:38 Handling of the Offerings. This section describes the proper handling, eating, and disposal of the various sacrifices and offerings described in 1:1–6:7. The sacrifices and offerings are either “holy” or “most holy” and must be treated with respect. Otherwise, the offering would not count and the offender would be punished (see 7:18, 20–21).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 6:8–13 burnt offering. See also 1:1–17. fire on the altar shall be kept burning (6:9, 12–13). This would encourage the priests to be faithful in their duties so that worship could continue without interruption.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 6:14–23 The initial description of the grain offering (2:1–16) describes what the worshiper does while this section focuses on what the priests do with grain offerings.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 6:14–18 The grain offering is most holy and must therefore be eaten by holy people (the sons of Aaron) in a holy place (the court of the tent of meeting).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 6:19–23 Since it appears that this grain offering was offered on behalf of the priests, it is not surprising that the high priest (the priest . . . who is anointed) would offer it, since he would represent the priests as a whole.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 6:24–30 The initial description of the sin offering (4:1–5:13) indicated that meat of the offering was to be burned up when its blood had been taken into the Holy Place (4:3–21; compare 6:30). These verses explain that the remaining meat of other sin offerings (4:22–35) is to be eaten by holy people (priests) in a holy place (6:26, 29). blood . . . on a garment . . . bronze vessel. The instructions of vv. 27–28 ensure that holy blood does not leave the holy place.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 7:1–10 This passage focuses on how the guilt offering is to be made. The earlier passage (5:14–6:7) focused on when it was to be offered.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 7:1–7 This ritual is similar to each of the other offerings, but is not identical with any of them. As in the sin offering, the remaining flesh goes to the priest and his family.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 7:11–36 The peace offering (see also 3:1–17) is subdivided into three types: thanksgiving in response to God’s favor (7:12, 13, 15), a vow (an offering in fulfillment of a vow; v. 16), and a freewill offering (when there is no specific obligation to make an offering; v. 16). Cut off from his people (vv. 20, 21, 25, 27) could mean that the person is isolated from the community, or it could mean that he actually dies (compare Ex. 31:14; Num. 4:18–20). On the prohibition against eating fat and blood (Lev. 7:22–27), see note on 3:16–17.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 8:1–10:20 The Establishment of the Priesthood. The book of Exodus ends with the construction of the tabernacle (Exodus 35–40), and Leviticus 1–7 provides a manual for sacrifice in the tabernacle. Now, ch. 8 records the installation of the priesthood; ch. 9 describes the first services in the tabernacle; and ch. 10 tells about an occasion when priests did not obey the Lord’s words, and also gives instructions on worship.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 8:1–4 Nearly one-third of the uses of the word commanded in Leviticus appear in ch. 8. As he learns of the Lord’s commands, Moses is completely obedient. entrance of the tent of meeting. That is, the entrance to the screened-off courtyard of the tabernacle.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 8:8 On Urim and Thummim, see note on Ex. 28:30.




FACT


What were the Urim and the Thummim? Mentioned in 8:8 and in various other OT passages, the Urim and the Thummim remain a mystery to modern readers. All that is known is that they were worn on the garment of the high priest, and were used in seeking the Lord’s will on particular matters.





LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 8:10–13 Anointing the tabernacle and its utensils with oil (Ex. 30:22–33) sets apart these items for holy use.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 8:14–17 Moses presents a sin offering to purify the priesthood and the altar.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 8:18–21 Compare Ex. 29:15–18 and Leviticus 1. Aaron and his sons dedicate themselves by offering a ram as a burnt offering. The use of this animal, which is probably costlier than a goat (compare 4:28 with 5:15, 18; 6:6), shows the greater importance of Aaron and his sons compared to the other priests.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 8:22–29 The second ram is for the sacrifice of installation. Placing its blood on the right extremities of the priests represents total dedication and purification.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 8:31–36 This is a meal of covenant agreement, symbolizing the bond between the Lord and his priesthood.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 9:1–24 Now that Aaron and his sons have been ordained, ch. 9 describes the first tabernacle service. Various offerings are required, because both the priests and the people are sinful. God delivered his covenant to his people at Sinai; now he descends upon his altar to dwell with them.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 9:1–4 The daily sacrifices in the tabernacle begin.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 9:5–6 The purpose of this service is for the glory of the LORD to be shown both to the people and to the priests. See note on Ex. 16:7; compare Ex. 40:34–35.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 9:7–21 First comes the atonement for the priests (vv. 7–14), and then for the people (vv. 15–21). As in other ceremonies, the atonement process moves from the removal of sinfulness (by the sin offering), to petitions and praises (the burnt offering), and finally to communion with the Lord (the peace offering).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 9:22–24 Moses and Aaron together enter the tent. This means that the priests (represented by Aaron) will now mediate between the Lord and the people, instead of Moses.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 10:1–3 Nadab and Abihu, the eldest of Aaron’s four sons, took censers of their own, put incense in them, and offered unauthorized fire (see esv footnote) to the Lord. That is, they did the offering in their own way instead of in the way authorized by the Lord, and for this they died. Their sin probably also involved entering—or trying to enter—the Most Holy Place (see 16:1–3, 11–17; compare Heb. 9:7) after drinking alcohol (compare Lev. 10:8–11). Aaron held his peace. He apparently agreed that God was justified in killing Nadab and Abihu for their sin.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 10:4–7 The ordained priests were forbidden to mourn the death of their rebellious family members (but see note on 21:1–4).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 10:8–11 This is the only time in Leviticus that God speaks directly to Aaron alone. God outlines three major roles for the priesthood: (1) to distinguish between the holy and the profane, (2) to separate the clean from the unclean, and (3) to teach the people the laws of God.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 10:9–11 Wine and strong drink are forbidden while priests are “on duty,” so that they can faithfully carry out their responsibilities. On their responsibility to teach, see also Deut. 33:10; Ezra 7:10; Neh. 8:1–12; Mal. 2:6–7.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 10:16–20 On the final day of the installation of the priesthood, Moses discovers that Eleazar and Ithamar have not followed the regulations concerning sacrifice. Aaron argues that the events of the day have been so exceptional that it is too dangerous to perform the ritual. Moses then realizes that, though mistakes were made, Aaron has a correct fear of God’s holiness.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 11:1–15:33 The Laws on Cleanness and Uncleanness. Chap­ter 11 deals with foods that are clean and may be eaten, and foods that are unclean and may not be eaten. Chapter 12 addresses cleanliness and purification after childbirth. Chapters 13–14 provide regulations concerning cleanliness in matters of fungi, skin diseases, and infections. Chapter 15 considers bodily discharges that may make a person unclean. These five chapters define what is clean and unclean for Israel in God’s sight.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 11:1–47 The reason a particular creature is called either clean or unclean has puzzled commentators throughout the ages. Yet the purpose of these laws is clear: to help Israel, as God’s holy people, see the difference between ritual cleanness and ritual uncleanness (vv. 46–47). Seeing these differences in the ritual realm would constantly remind the people that they need to make such distinctions in the moral realm as well. Further, obeying these food laws expresses Israel’s devotion to the Lord: just as God separated the Israelites from the other nations, so they must separate clean from unclean foods (20:24–26). This is why the restrictions can be removed in Acts 10:9–28, when the Jew vs. Gentile distinction is no longer relevant in defining the people of God (see also Mark 7:18–19; Col. 2:16–23). A “clean” animal is one “permitted” as food (Lev. 11:2). See the parallel list in Deut. 14:3–21.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 11:1–8 The laws regarding clean vs. unclean animals permit Israel to eat hoofed mammals with two functional toes, including domestic beasts such as sheep, goats, and cattle, and wild ones such as antelopes (compare Deut. 14:4–5). On the other hand a horse is not clean, because it has only one toe. What these animals eat is apparently not the basis of their cleanness or uncleanness. The camel, rock badger (hyrax), and hare are exclusively vegetarian, but they are considered unclean. The pig is the only animal in this list that is not strictly vegetarian. Many of the clean aquatic creatures (Lev. 11:9–12) are carnivorous.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 11:9–12 The requirement of fins and scales limits the clean aquatic animals to what modern zoologists would call fish.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 11:13–19 Almost all the unclean birds are predators and carrion-eaters (that is, they touch dead creatures and consume blood). The term translated “bird” covers a variety of creatures that fly (see esv footnote), and can include the bat.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 11:20–23 If the winged insects have an ability to leave the ground, they are clean. For the locust and grasshopper as allowable food, compare the diet of John the Baptist (Matt. 3:4).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 11:24–28 The law gradually introduces the theme of death as a defiling force (see “carcasses” in vv. 8, 11).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 11:29–35 Not only are these creatures unclean for food, but touching them when they are dead will also defile a person.




FACT


The word unclean occurs more than 130 times in the OT, with half of those occurrences in Leviticus. It is not a statement about a person’s hygiene. Rather, it relates to holiness in worship and in personal conduct (see note on 11:1–47).





LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 11:36–38 The water in a spring or a cistern was not contaminated by an unclean creature that fell into it. This may have been because the water in them was flowing and continuously refreshed. Or, the law may have allowed this concession because water was in such short supply in Palestine.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 11:39–40 Even the clean animals cause defilement after they have died.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 11:44–45 For I am the LORD. This is the first occurrence of this phrase in Leviticus, but it occurs frequently from ch. 18 on. for I am holy. Compare 19:2; 20:26; 21:8. The Lord, who is holy, calls his people to consecrate themselves and to be holy. Compare 20:7–8 and note. who brought you up out of the land of Egypt. God’s people should pursue holiness in response to his gracious actions on their behalf.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 12:1–8 A woman who has just given birth is considered unclean because of loss of blood. Three steps are required to become clean again. The time of purification for the mother is twice as long if she gave birth to a female. This may have been because the female is potentially more unclean because of the probability of her menstruating and giving birth. Whatever the reason, this law in no way suggests that women are inferior to men.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 12:8 lamb . . . two turtledoves. Compare 5:11; and Luke 2:24, indicating the poverty of Jesus’ parents.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 13:1–59 Leprous disease (v. 2 and throughout ch. 13) could include many skin ailments (see esv footnote on v. 2). The basic symptoms are given in vv. 2–3. What today is called leprosy (Hansen’s disease) was unknown in the Near East at the time of Leviticus.




FACT


Leprosy. The “leprosy” mentioned in the Bible was not what is commonly called leprosy today (Hansen’s disease). Rather, it may have been a form of psoriasis or a fungal infection. Nonetheless it was highly contagious, so those who had leprosy had to follow strict rules of hygiene.





LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 13:3 The law required unclean people to live outside the camp until they were free of disease (vv. 45–46) and to present a sacrifice as part of a cleansing ceremony (14:1–32). See Introduction: Problems in Understanding Leviticus. The purpose of this law was to prevent what is unclean from coming into contact with what is holy, which would be dangerous for the unclean person and for the whole community. The law did not imply that the unclean person was under God’s condemnation or that he or she should be excluded from the love of the community.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 13:9–17 This is the case of a person with a severe, chronic skin condition. The patient has raw flesh, that is, it is red and oozing. His condition is easily recognizable, and therefore no quarantine is needed. The priest simply declares him ritually unclean and impure.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 13:18–44 These rules deal with various cases of the leprous disease in relation to other common skin diseases. The priest is to determine if the condition makes the person unclean (compare 10:10–11) in order to protect the community.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 13:45–46 The person with a skin disease is to tear his clothes, go bareheaded, and have his beard and mouth covered—all signs of mourning (compare Ezek. 24:17, 22).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 13:47–59 leprous disease in a garment. Causes of such disease include various molds or fungi. If the disease spreads or does not go away, the owners are to burn the item. If the disease lessens, they may tear out the damaged portion and sew the item back together.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 14:1–32 Chapter 14 explains how an unclean person who had been placed outside the camp is readmitted into the covenant community.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 14:1–9 Cedarwood, scarlet yarn, and hyssop are used in this ritual because they all seem to have cleansing properties (see Num. 19:6). The live bird being driven into the fields may symbolize the patient’s disease being carried outside the camp of Israel.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 14:10–20 This final series of sacrifices, focusing on cleansing at the sanctuary, restores the unclean person to full fellowship as a member of the covenant community.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 14:21–32 For the poor, birds are substituted for the expensive large animals, and only one-third the normal amount of grain is required.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 14:33–57 These laws regarding leprous disease in houses prepare for the time when Israel will settle in Canaan and live in houses. Houses may become infected with disease—things like mold, mildew, and fungus. These are unclean and dangerous, and must be eliminated. The priest determines the course of action.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 15:1–33 These regulations about discharges from male and female reproductive organs emphasize the transmission of infection. No matter how it happens, the person infected is required to separate himself or herself and to undergo the purification ritual. “Unclean” is not the same as “sinful,” but rather has to do with what is permitted (compare note on 13:3). The Bible does not view the process of reproduction as evil; it is part of the original good creation. Certainly, however, the Creator of these functions has the right to tell his creatures how and when to use them.




FACT


Could a house have leprosy? The Israelites were told what to do if a house had a “leprous disease” (14:34). This most likely referred to things like mold, mildew, or fungus.





LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 15:2 The word body in this verse refers to the genitals. The same word is used in v. 19 of the vagina.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 15:16–18 The emission of semen makes a man unclean, perhaps because, like blood, it is a source of life.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 15:19–23 A woman who is menstruating is unclean, and her uncleanness may be transmitted to others.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 15:24 If a man has sexual relations with a woman during her menstrual period, then he is considered unclean for seven days, the same as for the woman herself. This rule may seem to conflict with 18:19 and 20:18, in which both the man and the woman are cut off from Israel. Perhaps the present rule relates to a more casual sexual act, whereas the later rules relate to a deliberate breaking of the law.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 15:25–30 These laws address irregular or unnatural flows of blood from a female (compare Mark 5:25–34).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 15:31–33 defiling my tabernacle. Uncleanness in the Israelite camp constantly defiles the sanctuary. This is why it needs to be cleansed on the Day of Atonement (see 16:16).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 16:1–34 The Day of Atonement Ritual. This annual observance highlights God’s grace. Here God offers forgiveness and renewal for Israel’s worship site, priests, and people. All sins can be forgiven. This ritual reminds readers that forgiveness comes from God, whose presence is symbolized by the ark in the Most Holy Place.




FACT


The Day of Atonement was the most solemn of all Hebrew festivals, focusing on personal remorse for sin. Today it is called Yom Kippur.





LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 16:1–2 Nadab and Abihu’s sin was not simply being drunk (see 10:9). They sinned when they entered (or attempted to enter) the Most Holy Place (inside the veil). See note on 10:1–3.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 16:3–10 One of the goats offered for the people’s sin purifies the tent of meeting, while the other is to be sent away alive into the wilderness. Azazel (vv. 8, 10) may have been a proper name. Or, it may be a compound word combining “goat” with “going away.” In that case it would mean “goat that goes away” (or “scapegoat”). Either way, the goat is sent out to take sin away from Israel.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 16:11–17 The atonement-day ritual begins with atonement for the priests (vv. 11–14) and then for the people (vv. 15–17). The cloud of incense is to protect Aaron from clearly seeing God’s presence in the Most Holy Place (see Ex. 33:20). because of their transgressions, all their sins (Lev. 16:16). “All their sins” (see also v. 21) probably refers to any sins not already atoned for through normal sacrifices.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 16:18–19 Altar here probably refers to the altar of burnt offering.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 16:20–22 Sending the guilt of all Israel into the desert is probably another way of cleansing the people, in addition to the prior purification of the sanctuary (vv. 3–20).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 16:23–25 Aaron leaves his Day of Atonement clothes inside the Holy Place because they are holy, not to be worn for the normal priestly activity.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 16:26–28 The person who handles the Azazel-goat is defiled because of contact with the uncleanness that the goat bore.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 16:29–34 On the tenth day of the seventh month (Tishri, that is, September/October), the Israelites and the strangers living among them are to afflict themselves (v. 29; literally, “humble their souls”). This term is connected with fasting and prayer (Ps. 35:13; Isa. 58:3).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 17:1–16 The Handling and Meaning of Blood. Chapter 17 deals with the handling of sacrificial animals, beginning with a reminder that the blood of slain animals should be brought to the sanctuary (vv. 3–4). Following these instructions prevents ongoing idolatry (v. 7) and emphasizes that the blood of a sacrificial animal is the “life” that takes the place of the offerer’s death (vv. 11–14). Animal blood is not to be used by Israel as it was used among the pagans of the time.




FACT


Were the Israelites vegetarians? During their wilderness journey, the Israelites seldom ate the meat of large animals. It was eaten only on special occasions.





LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 17:1–9 If a person slaughters an animal for sacrifice either in the camp or outside the camp (v. 3) and does not bring the blood to the sanctuary (v. 4), that act is practically the same as human murder (though not identical to it). The purpose of the rule is to prevent the people’s idolatry in worshiping the goat demons (v. 7). Anyone who violates the prohibition is to be cut off from his people (v. 9).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 17:10 Eats any blood probably refers to eating meat that still has the blood in it (compare Gen. 9:4; Deut. 12:23).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 17:11 and I have given it. The Hebrew reads literally, “And I, I have given it.” This underscores the action of the Lord himself in granting the means of atonement. It is his gracious gift. makes atonement by the life. That is, by the life of the animal, which ransoms the life of the offerer from the deserved judgment of the Lord.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 17:12 Therefore. Because the Lord has set aside the blood for the unique role of atonement (v. 11), the Israelites and all sojourners are prohibited from partaking of it.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 17:15–16 dies of itself . . . is torn by beasts. A person who eats from these animals is unclean, probably because the animals that have died in these ways have not had their blood drained properly.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 18:1–22:33 The Call to Holiness. This section applies the principle of holiness (19:1–2) to various aspects of Israelite life. Chapter 18 considers sexual behavior and how Israel is to act differently from the pagan nations. Chapters 19–20 apply the idea of holiness in various ways. The manner in which the people treat the land, their neighbors, their parents, and all other things is to be distinct. Holiness is to affect every area of Israelite life. Chapters 21–22 deal with the holiness of the priesthood.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 18:1–30 The rules from ch. 18 onward aim to lead the people to holiness, although the term “holy” or “holiness” is not mentioned in ch. 18. The minimal requirement for holiness is to not act like the Egyptians or Canaanites. The actions prohibited in this chapter are representative examples. They do not address every possible situation in life.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 18:5 if a person does them, he shall live by them. The person who responds rightly to God’s grace (“does”) will enjoy life under God’s pleasure (“shall live”). Compare Deut. 4:1; 8:1; Neh. 9:29; Ezek. 20:11; John 15:10.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 18:6–18 These laws prohibit sexual relations (approach . . . to uncover nakedness), and therefore marriage, between people who are too closely related, either by blood (mother, sister, granddaughter, aunt) or by marriage (stepmother, stepsister, stepdaughter, stepgranddaughter, sister-in-law, daughter-in-law, aunt by marriage). No mention is made of the daughter, probably because this prohibition was already well known in the laws of other cultures. The rules enforce a distinction between family affection and erotic love, which protects the well-being of the community.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 18:18 you shall not take a woman as a rival wife to her sister. Polygamy violates the creation ideal (Gen. 2:24), and polygamous marriages in the Bible are generally unhappy ones (e.g., Gen. 29:30–30:2; 1 Sam. 1:2–7).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 18:19 Leviticus offers no explanation for this law. Unlike most of the other sexual laws of this chapter, such as those concerning adultery and homosexuality, this law is not repeated in the NT. In view of 15:19–24, the concern is probably the man’s ceremonial uncleanness.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 18:20 This prohibition follows from the seventh commandment (Ex. 20:14) and is universally applicable. make yourself unclean with her. Although not all uncleanness is sin, all sin makes a person unclean.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 18:21 This refers to the cult of Molech (2 Kings 23:10; Jer. 32:35). The precise nature of the offering of children to this pagan god is uncertain. It may be that they are being given to the cult of Molech to train to be temple prostitutes, and that is why this passage is listed in a section dealing with sexual prohibitions. On the other hand, Roman authors describe the practice of sacrificing babies by fire, and this may indeed refer to this horrific custom.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 18:22 You shall not lie with a male as with a woman. This prohibits all male homosexual activity (compare 20:13; also note on Rom. 1:26–27). Such activity is utterly at odds with the creation ideal (see note on Gen. 2:23–24).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 18:24–30 All the listed offenses are declared to be an outrage to the Lord. They defile the offender and the land.




FACT


Abomination describes a behavior or action that is utterly repulsive and detestable to God. The offenses listed in 18:24–30 defile not only the person who committed the act but the entire land.





LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 19:1–37 The Lord strongly commands the people (including the priests) to become holy in their practice, as he is holy (v. 2). They do this by observing all the following negative and positive commandments.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 19:1–4 The term holy means “set apart, unique, and distinct.” Human holiness means imitating God, becoming and acting like him.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 19:9–10 Caring for one’s neighbor and helping provide for the poor and the sojourner displays holiness. On the other hand, harvesting right up to the edge of one’s land may suggest selfishness. (For an example of this law being obeyed, see Ruth 2.)

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 19:11–18 Holiness requires that a person keep the Word of God, especially the Ten Commandments.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 19:17 To hate in one’s heart is prohibited. Instead one should reason frankly with his neighbor (compare Prov. 27:5–6). lest you incur sin because of him. This may mean that the person who refuses to reason with his neighbor, helping him see his sin, would share in the guilt of his sin. It might also mean that a failure to “reason frankly” will result in bitter feelings that will overflow into sinful action.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 19:18 The instruction of v. 17 is heightened: you shall love your neighbor as yourself. This is a fundamental principle of God’s law.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 19:19 Two different kinds of domesticated animals are not to be crossbred, and two types of cloth are not to be woven together. Ceremonial holiness requires that things stay in their proper sphere, just as Israel must observe its separation from the nations (20:22–26).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 19:20–22 The idea of holiness should govern sexual relations. Fair judgment must be made in legal matters pertaining to adultery and promiscuity.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 19:23–25 Forbidden literally means “uncircumcised.” As a child is not to be circumcised before the eighth day, so the fruit on a tree is not to be harvested until after the third year.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 19:26–31 These are all practices of the Canaanites. Holiness requires Israel not to act like the ungodly in any area of life.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 20:1–6 Worshipers of Molech ought to be stoned to death (v. 2). If that is not done, the Lord himself will cut them off (vv. 4–5; see note on 7:11–36). The Lord carries out the same punishment upon those who consult mediums and necromancers (20:6) in order to communicate with the spirits of the dead.




FACT


Beards. Art from Bible times often shows Israelite men with full, rounded beards. This set them apart from the Egyptians and Romans, who were generally clean-shaven. Other peoples living in Palestine would cut or clip their beards. The Israelites were forbidden to do so, perhaps to show their commitment to God in a pagan culture (19:27).






FACT


Private sin, public action. Though sexual immorality is often considered a private matter, it was not dealt with privately in ancient Israel. The Israelites understood that people’s religious and moral behavior affected the lives and well-being of their families and neighbors. Therefore, the community as a whole was responsible for carrying out the punishment for sexual sin.





LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 20:7–8 The Lord sanctifies the Israelites by making them his holy people, set apart to be his own. Now he calls on them to consecrate themselves and be holy (dedicate themselves to holiness in practice); see note on 11:44–45.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 20:9 anyone who curses his father or his mother. Cursing one’s parents is the exact opposite of “honoring” them (Ex. 20:12; 21:17; compare Prov. 20:20).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 20:10–20 This section includes the punishments for each of the sexual activities prohibited in ch. 18: capital punishment (20:10–16), exile (vv. 17–18), or barrenness (vv. 19–21).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 20:17 sees her nakedness. A euphemism for having sexual relations.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 20:22–26 A land flowing with milk and honey is a common scriptural description of Canaan (Ex. 13:5; Num. 13:27; etc.).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 20:27 In v. 6, the one who consults a necromancer or a medium was to be put to death. In this verse, the necromancer or the medium is to be put to death. Why this verse appears here in the text is puzzling. It may be because the act receives capital punishment, as do most of the other activities of the section.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 21:1–24 Stricter rules of holiness are required of priests because they work directly with the holy objects of the sanctuary.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 21:1–4 Ordinary priests are prohibited from contact with the dead, except in the case of their closest relatives. (The rules for high priests are given in vv. 10–15; see note.) his virgin sister. The assumption is that, once she marries, she is not regarded as one of his closest relatives, but comes under the care of her husband and his clan (see Gen. 2:24).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 21:5–6 Priests were prohibited from making bald patches on their heads, shaving off the edges of their beards, or making cuts on their body (compare 19:27–28). These are pagan mourning and burial practices. Israelite priests oversee the worship, and no Canaanite ritual is to enter the priestly system.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 21:7–8 The wife of a priest must be a woman of high moral character. She may not be a prostitute, because that is a defiling profession. She must not have been divorced. Even though divorce is allowed in the OT (see note on Deut. 24:1–4), a broken marriage falls short of the creation ideal, which the priests are to embody (compare Mal. 2:1–9).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 21:10–15 The high priest is subject to stricter holiness regulations than the ordinary priest. While an ordinary priest may marry a widow, the high priest must marry a virgin (vv. 13–14). (Perhaps this is to ensure that all the children in his home are his own.) The high priest may not participate in any mourning or burial activities (vv. 10–12; compare note on vv. 1–4). This is to keep him from any uncleanness that he might bring into the inner parts of the sanctuary.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 21:16–20 No priest who has a blemish may approach to offer sacrifices. The same requirement applies to sacrificial animals. Both the priest and the animal are to exemplify holiness and completeness (see 22:17–25).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 21:21–24 for I am the LORD who sanctifies them (v. 23c). Although “them” might refer to the priests with physical defects (vv. 17–23a), more likely it refers to my sanctuaries (v. 23b). While “my sanctuaries” matches the plural “them,” the references to the priests with physical defects are all singular.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 22:1–3 The heavy responsibility demanded of the priests is seen in the phrase cut off from my presence, which is more severe than the ordinary formula “cut off from his people” (19:8; 20:5) which describes the punishment for laymen. The priest is exiled from the service in the tabernacle (that is, in God’s presence).




FACT


The eating of holy things. Only priests and their families were allowed to eat the meat from sacrifices. Servants who were members of the household could also partake of the offerings, but hired laborers could not do so.





LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 22:4–9 For the background of these rules, see 11:1–47; 13:1–59; 15:1–33; and 17:15. Contracting uncleanness is certain, but when purification has been made, one can eat the holy offering. If purification is not made and the offering is eaten, the offender gives up his life.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 22:10–16 Priests and their families survived on food from donations to the tabernacle. The priests are to guard the holy food so that those not authorized to do so may not eat of it (vv. 15–16).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 22:17–25 Animals with defects are considered unholy and incomplete, and are not to be offered to the Holy One.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 22:29–30 A thanksgiving sacrifice was a type of peace offering (compare 7:15). on the same day (see also 7:15). This stricter rule could suggest that this offering was especially sacred or important.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 23:1–25:55 Holy Times. These chapters address holiness in relation to time.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 23:1–44 This chapter presents the calendar for feasts in Israel (compare Ex. 23:10–19; 34:18–26; Numbers 28–29; Deut. 16:1–17; see chart). Keeping this calendar sets Israel apart from all the surrounding nations.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 23:1–3 During the appointed feasts, people are to meet with the Lord. The Sabbath is a day of solemn rest and the basis for all the following feasts. The day is also one of holy convocation, or public assembly for worship (vv. 2, 4, 7, 21).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 23:4–8 The Passover is also called the Feast of Unleavened Bread. See Ex. 12:1–20; Luke 22:1.




Holy Feasts

The Sabbath principle is seen in each of these feasts, which are intended to express the divine-human relationship. Each feast requires (1) cessation from ordinary work and (2) dedication to the Lord by means of offerings.


	Feast	Reference	General time of year	Specific time of year	Modern equivalent	Significance

	Sabbath	23:3	Weekly	7th day	Saturday	Creation

	Passover	23:4–8	Spring 	14th of first month (Abib)	March/April (Easter)	Salvation

	Firstfruits	23:9–14	Spring 	16th of first month (Abib)	March/April (Easter)	Dedication

	Weeks	23:15–21	Spring 	1st of third month (Sivan)	Pentecost	Dedication

	Trumpets	23:23–25	Fall 	1st of seventh month (Tishri)	September	Solemn assembly; spiritual preparation

	Day of Atonement	23:26–32	Fall 	10th of seventh month (Tishri)	September/October	Redemption

	Booths	23:33–36	Fall 	15th–22nd of seventh month (Tishri)	September/October	Joyful remembrance of the Lord’s historic guidance







LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 23:9–14 For laws relating to the firstfruits, see Ex. 23:15 and 34:18–20. The feast celebrates the harvest as a blessing from God to his people.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 23:15–22 The Feast of Weeks is also called the “Feast of Harvest” (Ex. 23:16) and “the day of the firstfruits” (Num. 28:26). In the NT it is called “Pentecost” (Acts 2:1). This celebration recognizes the Lord as provider of the harvest, who deserves the first of all produce.




FACT


The Feast of Weeks is known in the NT as Pentecost (Acts 2:1). It was a celebration honoring the Lord as provider of all crops and as the One who deserved the firstfruits of those crops.





LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 23:23–25 At the Feast of Trumpets, trumpet blasts and a solemn assembly call the people to prepare for the most sacred month of the Hebrew calendar. It also marks the end of one agricultural year and the beginning of another. Following the Babylonian exile, Jews celebrated this day as Rosh Hashanah, or New Year’s Day.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 23:26–32 During the Day of Atonement, the people are to humble themselves (see note on 16:29–34) and not do any work. Otherwise, they will be cut off from their people.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 23:33–36 The Feast of Booths was a weeklong feast celebrating the people’s salvation from Egypt.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 23:37–44 These six appointed feasts are to help the people worship the Lord and remember his work on their behalf. Verses 39–44 return to discuss the Feast of Booths.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 24:1–9 These verses may have been a reminder not to forget the daily tabernacle activities in between the annual festivals described in ch. 23.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 24:5–9 The twelve loaves symbolize the 12 tribes of Israel as they stand in God’s presence. In Ex. 25:30 the loaves are called “the bread of the Presence.” New loaves are to be set out on each Sabbath.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 24:10–23 These verses are an example of the laws in Israel that arose in response to specific situations.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 24:10–12 The command against misusing God’s name (Ex. 20:7; 22:28) is mentioned again. The Exodus passages did not specify a penalty.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 24:13–16 let all who heard him lay their hands on his head. This may have been done to pass onto the one who cursed the guilt of all who had heard his curse and had thus become defiled. Or, it may have been done simply to indicate who it was that had uttered the curse.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 24:17–23 fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth. This proverbial phrase means “the punishment must fit the crime” (compare Ex. 21:18–19). The law was intended for judges in a court of law; it was not intended as a way for individuals to “take the law into their own hands.”

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 25:1–7 The practice of allowing no organized farming in the seventh year clearly benefits the soil. It also recognizes that all produce belongs to God and that he gives it freely to his people.




FACT


An eye for an eye? This law (24:19–20) was not meant to encourage personal revenge. Rather, it set a limit to the penalties in cases of personal injury. In other words, “let the punishment fit the crime.”






FACT


Listen for the trumpet! Once every 50 years, the Israelites were to observe the Year of Jubilee. They would know it was time for the special year to begin when they heard the sound of a trumpet (25:9). The Hebrew word for Jubilee is related to a term that means “ram’s horn.”





LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 25:8–12 Jubilee was a year of release and liberty (v. 10), when people were to return to their ancestral property. Israelites who had sold themselves as servants were to be released and sent home. This provided a periodic restoration of the means to earn a living for each family in an agrarian society. The jubilee did not equalize all possessions in Israel, however, since possessions such as cattle and money were not reallocated. The land was to lie fallow for two years in a row: the forty-ninth year (sabbatical year) and the fiftieth year (jubilee). This law prohibited the creation of large estates, which would have reduced many Israelites to being tenants on their ancestral land (see Isa. 5:8).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 25:13–17 The price of property must be calculated in terms of how many years have passed since the jubilee, since it is not the property itself that is being sold but the amount of crops that can be harvested before the next jubilee. Since all the Israelites eventually return to their inherited land, the act of selling agricultural land essentially means leasing it (but see vv. 29–31 for land that could be sold permanently). The instruction you shall not wrong one another (vv. 14, 17) relates to the economic oppression of the poor and needy (compare 19:33).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 25:23–24 The land is the Lord’s, and the Israelites are strangers and sojourners. They are tenants, essentially.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 25:25–28 If an Israelite is forced to sell his land, the land can be brought back to the family in one of three ways: (1) a close relative, called a kinsman-redeemer, buys it; (2) the one who sold it can buy it back; or (3) it is returned at the jubilee.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 25:35–38 Israelites are to show mercy to one another because they have received mercy from God.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 25:39–46 A poor Israelite may have sold himself to a fellow Israelite. His right to return to his house at the jubilee means he has sold just his labor, and not his status as a free Israelite.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 25:47–55 The sojourner is required to keep the laws of Israel while residing in the land.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 26:1–46 Blessings and Curses. Covenant documents include a list of consequences. Verses 1–13 display the blessings if Israel obeys the covenant; vv. 14–39 pronounce curses for disobedience.




FACT


Like any modern-day agreement between two parties, God’s covenant with Israel involved certain conditions. There were blessings for those who kept the covenant (26:1–13) and punishment for those who broke it (26:14–46).





LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 26:1–2 Faithfulness to God and keeping the Sabbath are at the heart of Israelite law.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 26:3–13 If the Israelites are faithful to the Word of God, then they will be blessed with abundance, a visible sign of the Lord’s presence.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 26:18 Sevenfold means “fully” or “completely.”

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 26:27–33 if in spite of this you will not listen. The retribution for continued rebellion includes a horrific lapse into cannibalism and the destruction of the religious centers, the cities, and the land. The Lord’s wrath is actually carried out by the people’s enemies.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 26:34–39 When the people are punished by being pushed out of the land, the land will benefit by having rest (compare 25:2–7). The verb enjoy is a personification: the land will be purified and recover its holiness.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 26:40–46 If the people repent, God will deliver them from exile and restore them to the Land of Promise. uncircumcised heart. Although the Israelites are circumcised in the flesh, their unbelieving, disobedient hearts are actually like the hearts of the pagan peoples.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 27:1–34 Vows and Dedication. This final chapter describes means of redemption relating to vows made to the Lord. The ma­terial appears to be an appendix to the book because it does not fit smoothly with the previous content. This does not mean the chapter was added later. It was probably placed at the end to emphasize the importance of funding the sanctuary.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 27:1–8 In Israel, a man may make a vow to the Lord, offering himself or a member of his family to serve the Lord. This pledge entails service in the sanctuary. Because non-Levites cannot serve on the temple grounds, a person may be freed from this service by making a payment to the sanctuary.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 27:9–13 One of the vows a man can make is to donate a clean animal to the sanctuary. No substitution of the animal is permitted once the animal has been donated. A person may also contribute an unclean animal. It will not be sacrificed, but the priests may sell it and use the money for the sanctuary.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 27:16–25 Dedicating land to the Lord is divided into two cases: inherited land (vv. 16–21) and purchased land (vv. 22–25). Since the land belongs to the Lord anyway, only the crops can be donated to the Lord. (In practice, this means donating them to the priests.) The rules of the jubilee year apply to these donations (vv. 17–18; see 25:15–16). If the donor does not redeem the land at jubilee, then he forfeits the land to the priesthood.

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 27:26–27 The firstborn already belongs to the LORD (Ex. 13:2; 34:19–20).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 27:28–29 A devoted thing was something “set apart” or “set aside” for God’s purposes. It could not be ransomed or “redeemed for other purposes.”

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 27:30–33 The tithe is already the Lord’s. This law allows the rules for ordinary vows to govern the tithes as well (see vv. 9–13).

LEVITICUS—NOTE ON 27:34 The phrase on Mount Sinai appeared in 25:1 and 26:46, giving the impression that just chs. 25–27 were spoken on Mount Sinai. But the range of meaning of commandments probably includes “rules and statutes” (compare 26:14–15), which suggests that this verse refers to the entire content of Leviticus.
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Author and Date

Moses is the source and primary author of the book of Numbers, which is the fourth volume in the Pentateuch. Its English name comes from the censuses in chs. 1–4 and 26.

Numbers tells of Israel’s journey from Mount Sinai to the borders of the Promised Land, summarizing some 40 years of the nation’s history. With Israel having been freed from slavery in Egypt and then receiving the law (Exodus and Leviticus), the book of Numbers begins with the people’s final preparations to leave Sinai. It then records their triumphal setting out, before a series of events in which the people grumbled about the difficulty of the journey and the impossibility of conquering Canaan. This response leads God to delay their entry to Canaan by 40 years. The closing chapters of the book tell how the people at last set out again and reach the banks of the Jordan, ready to cross into the land promised to their forefathers.

Theme and Purpose

The theme of Numbers is the gradual fulfillment of the promises to Abraham that his descendants would be the people of God and would occupy the land of Canaan. The book shows the reality of God’s presence with Israel in the pillar of cloud and fire over the tabernacle. It also shows how Israel’s unbelief delays the entry into Canaan and costs many lives. Nevertheless, by the end of the book, Israel is ready to enter the land.

Key Themes

There were four elements to God’s promise to Abraham in Genesis 12:1–3, and they all play a role in Numbers:


	The land. Numbers describes Israel’s journey toward the Promised Land.

	Descendants. Abraham had been promised that his descendants would be as many as the stars of heaven (Gen. 15:5). Jacob’s family consisted of just 70 persons when he entered Egypt (Gen. 46:27). Now they had increased immensely. The first census (Num. 1:1–46) showed that the fighting men numbered 603,550. That did not include women and children. Surveying their camp from a hilltop, Balaam declared, “Who can count the dust of Jacob or number the fourth part of Israel?” (23:10). Balaam went on to predict that Israel would become a powerful kingdom in its own right: “a star shall come out of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise out of Israel” (24:17).

	Covenant relationship with God. The essence of the covenant was, “You shall be my people, and I will be your God.” The Lord’s presence with Israel is constantly highlighted throughout the book of Numbers.

	Blessing to the nations. This is the aspect of the promises to Abraham that is least apparent in Numbers. To a greater or lesser degree, the nations that Israel encounters are all hostile. Nevertheless Balaam recalls the phrasing of Genesis 12:3 when he says, “Blessed are those who bless you, and cursed are those who curse you” (Num. 24:9). Nations who treat Israel generously by blessing her will themselves be blessed.



Outline

Numbers consists of three major blocks of material describing the events and laws associated with three centers where Israel encamped for a significant time. These centers are Sinai (chs. 1–10), Kadesh (chs. 13–19), and the plains of Moab (chs. 22–36). They are linked by two short travelogues recording what occurred as Israel journeyed from one camp to the next.

	Israel Prepares to Enter the Land (1:1–10:10)

	Marching from Sinai to Kadesh (10:11–12:16)

	Forty Years near Kadesh (13:1–19:22)

	Marching from Kadesh to the Plains of Moab (20:1–21:35)

	Israel in the Plains of Moab (22:1–36:13)



Journeys in the Wilderness

c. 1446 B.C.

The book of Numbers details the Israelites’ experience in the wilderness as they journeyed from Mount Sinai to Canaan. As with the exodus, it is difficult to establish the exact route that the Israelites took, but it is generally believed that they headed east from Mount Sinai until they reached the Red Sea, where they turned northward to the top of the gulf and on to Kadesh-barnea.
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The Global Message of Numbers

Numbers in Redemptive History

The modern title of the book of Numbers is probably one reason that the church often neglects this important part of Scripture. The title, together with a first reading of its early chapters, may mislead the reader into believing that the book is primarily a detailed census of the population of Israel. The original Hebrew title of the book, however, is “In the Wilderness,” and this accurately describes the essence of the book. The original purpose of Numbers was to warn the second generation of Israel not to lapse into the rebellion and unbelief of their first-generation parents, lest they also perish in judgment in the wilderness between Egypt and the Promised Land. Yet its deeper purpose was to encourage them that the Lord was with them, and that he intended to fulfill his promise to their father Abraham to give his descendants the land and through them to bless the nations. 

Numbers thus has something to say to Christians all around the globe today, for this book advances the history of redemption for all peoples—the story of salvation that began in Eden, was given as a solemn promise in Genesis 12:1–3, and which we see finally accomplished in Revelation 21–22. 

Conquest of the Promised Land

In Numbers, Moses seeks to encourage the second generation of Israelites to advance to the Promised Land by faith and begin the war to take possession of it. This will be a holy war. The Israelite camp houses a holy army, for the Lord dwells at the center of the camp and has ordered its military configuration and census. The camp itself is arranged in three concentric circles (or squares), from greater to lesser holiness. The holy tabernacle sits at the center. The Levites, encamped immediately around the tabernacle, provide a protective space between it and the rest of the camp. The twelve tribes surround them as the outermost ring. As Israel prepares to set off from Mount Sinai toward Canaan, the tabernacle becomes the royal traveling tent of a King on the march to retake what is rightfully his. The camp is a holy army preparing for war to take the Promised Land by conquest. 

Tested in the Wilderness

Israel’s wilderness wandering can be seen as an “already–not yet” stage in redemptive history. Israel had already experienced God’s salvation in their exodus deliverance from Egypt, but they had not yet obtained the Promised Land. The wilderness becomes the place of testing. When Israel first entered the wilderness, the Lord gave them manna from heaven, not merely to provide for their needs but also that “I may test them, whether they will walk in my law or not” (Ex. 16:4; compare 20:20). The wilderness was no easy stretch of land through which to journey. Hot and dry, it offered no shelter from the sweltering heat. Like much of the world today, the wilderness was barren, harsh, windswept, and inhospitable. Plants did not grow, and humans struggled to survive. God intended the wilderness to function as a test for his people, to reveal whether their faith was genuine or not. Those with genuine faith persevered with the Lord through the hardships and trials; those who did not trust the Lord fell away into apostasy and rebellion.

Universal Themes in Numbers

Abrahamic, messianic, and new creational themes are all seen in Balaam’s oracles (Numbers 23–24). Genesis 12:3 and 49:9 are echoed in Numbers 24:9. Israel is reaffirmed as the bearer of a messianic hope and the channel through which the Abrahamic promise will be realized and the nations of the world blessed. The messianic promise from Genesis 49:9 of an ultimate king of the nations from the line of Judah is picked up and expounded (Num. 23:21, 24; 24:7, 9, 17–19). This king will bear Israel’s vocation upon his shoulders and will fulfill the Abrahamic promise. Through him the world will be blessed and the curses of Genesis 3 will be overcome (see “The Global Message of Genesis”; compare Ps. 72:17). He will rule over the world as the king of Israel, depicted in a vision as an Eden-paradise-kingdom (Num. 24:3–7). All these hopes are finally fulfilled in Jesus

The Global Message of Numbers for Today

Murmuring rather than trusting. Grumbling plagues the global church today as it always has. Complaining when circumstances are difficult, when leaders appear ineffective, or when resources are scarce may seem like the normal and even right thing to do. The book of Numbers warns, however, that grumbling is taken by the Creator-King as treason. Whenever Israel murmured, God’s anger was roused and he broke out in judgment against them (Num. 11:1–3, 33–34; 12:10–16; 14:20–23, 27–38; 16:20–35, 46–50; 20:12; 21:6–9). The Lord had set out to test Israel, but Israel tested him instead—ten times (14:22). For their stubborn rebellion, the first generation’s bodies were strewn across the desert, and they never saw or entered the Promised Land. 

The global church must recognize that grumbling, murmuring, and complaining all flow out of a lack of trust in the promises of its covenant Lord. By covenant, the Lord had become Israel’s God and had promised to provide for their needs and protect them. He had also sworn to bring them to the Promised Land, assuring them that it was “flowing with milk and honey”—far better than slavery in Egypt. The people, however, did not trust these promises. Their murmuring reflected the deeper issue of unbelieving hearts. Grumbling, complaining, and murmuring by the church is rebellion against Christ and reveals unbelief in the promises of God. Paul warns the church against such murmuring (Phil. 2:14–15).

Adversity in the wilderness. In 1 Corinthians 10:1–13, Paul refers to several events in Israel’s journey through the wilderness. He sees the church as being “in the wilderness,” on its way to a Promised Land, having been freed from slavery in an exodus deliverance (see 1 Cor. 5:7). God had tested his people Israel by the difficulties of the wilderness, in order to see if they would trust and obey him in the midst of adverse circumstances. Likewise, the span between the first and second comings of Christ can be seen as the church’s own wilderness journey. In his first coming, Christ delivered his people in the exodus deliverance of the cross; at his return, Christ will usher the church into the new creation, the true and final Promised Land. The wilderness march of Israel serves as a pattern of the church’s own wilderness march (1 Cor. 10:11). 

Our march through this wilderness is not easy, nor does God intend it to be. It is a time of difficulty and suffering. It is a time of testing, to distinguish between those who profess faith in Christ and persevere in obedience to him (thus revealing genuine faith) and those who profess faith yet fall away in apostasy (revealing lack of true saving faith). Through difficult circumstances, the church must trust Christ as we march homeward. Christ has promised to every believer who overcomes the wilderness of this world the privilege “to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God” (Rev. 2:7). He has assured the church that he will bring her safely home to this Promised Land. This is indescribably better than any pleasures that the fallen world may offer (Heb. 11:24–26).

	


  A Census of Israel’s Warriors

   NUMBERS 1 [†]The LORD spoke to Moses  a in the wilderness of Sinai,  b in the tent of meeting, on the first day of the second month, in the second year after they had come out of the land of Egypt, saying, 2 c “Take a census of all the congregation of the people of Israel, by clans,  d by fathers’ houses, according to the number of names, every male, head by head. 3[†] e From twenty years old and upward, all in Israel who are able to go to war, you and Aaron shall list them,  f company by company. 4And there shall be with you a man from each tribe, each man being the head of the house of his fathers. 5And these are the names of the men who shall assist you. From Reuben,  g Elizur the son of Shedeur; 6from Simeon,  h Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai; 7from Judah,  i Nahshon the son of Amminadab; 8from Issachar,  j Nethanel the son of Zuar; 9from Zebulun,  k Eliab the son of Helon; 10from the sons of Joseph, from Ephraim,  l Elishama the son of Ammihud, and from Manasseh,  m Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur; 11from Benjamin,  n Abidan the son of Gideoni; 12from Dan,  o Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai; 13from Asher,  p Pagiel the son of Ochran; 14from Gad, Eliasaph the son of  q Deuel; 15from Naphtali,  r Ahira the son of Enan.” 16These were the ones  s chosen from the congregation,  t the chiefs of their ancestral tribes, the heads of the clans of Israel.

   17Moses and Aaron took these men  u who had been named, 18and on the first day of the second month, they assembled the whole congregation together, who registered themselves by clans, by fathers’ houses, according to the number of names from twenty years old and upward, head by head, 19as the LORD commanded Moses. So he listed them in the wilderness of Sinai.

   20[†]The people of  v Reuben, Israel’s firstborn, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers’ houses, according to the number of names, head by head, every male from twenty years old and upward, all who were able to go to war: 21those listed of the tribe of Reuben were  w 46,500.

   22Of the people of Simeon, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers’ houses, those of them who were listed, according to the number of names, head by head, every male from twenty years old and upward, all who were able to go to war: 23those listed of the tribe of Simeon were  x 59,300.

   24Of the people of Gad, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers’ houses, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all who were able to go to war: 25those listed of the tribe of Gad were  y 45,650.

   26[†]Of the people of Judah, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers’ houses, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war: 27those listed of the tribe of Judah were  z 74,600.

   28Of the people of Issachar, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers’ houses, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war: 29those listed of the tribe of Issachar were  a 54,400.

   30Of the people of Zebulun, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers’ houses, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war: 31those listed of the tribe of Zebulun were  b 57,400.

   32Of the people of Joseph, namely, of the people of Ephraim, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers’ houses, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war: 33those listed of the tribe of Ephraim were  c 40,500.

   34Of the people of Manasseh, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers’ houses, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war: 35those listed of the tribe of Manasseh were  d 32,200.

   36Of the people of Benjamin, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers’ houses, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war: 37those listed of the tribe of Benjamin were  e 35,400.

   38Of the people of Dan, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers’ houses, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war: 39those listed of the tribe of Dan were  f 62,700.

   40Of the people of Asher, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers’ houses, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war: 41those listed of the tribe of Asher were  g 41,500.

   42Of the people of Naphtali, their generations, by their clans, by their fathers’ houses, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war: 43those listed of the tribe of Naphtali were  h 53,400.

   44 i These are those who were listed, whom Moses and Aaron listed with the help of the chiefs of Israel, twelve men, each representing his fathers’ house. 45So all those listed of the people of Israel, by their fathers’ houses, from twenty years old and upward, every man able to go to war in Israel— 46all those listed were  j 603,550.

  Levites Exempted

   47[†]But  k the Levites were not listed along with them by their ancestral tribe. 48For the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 49“Only the tribe of Levi you shall not list, and you shall not take a census of them among the people of Israel. 50 l But appoint the Levites over the tabernacle of the testimony, and over all its furnishings, and over all that belongs to it. They are to carry the tabernacle and all its furnishings, and they shall take care of it  m and shall camp around the tabernacle. 51 n When the tabernacle is to set out, the Levites shall take it down, and when the tabernacle is to be pitched, the Levites shall set it up.  o And if any outsider comes near, he shall be put to death. 52The people of Israel shall pitch their tents by their companies, each man in his own camp and  p each man by his own standard. 53But the Levites shall camp around the tabernacle of the testimony, so that there may be no  q wrath on the congregation of the people of Israel.  r And the Levites shall keep guard over the tabernacle of the testimony.” 54Thus did the people of Israel; they did according to all that the LORD commanded Moses.

  Arrangement of the Camp

   NUMBERS 2 [†]The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 2[†] s “The people of Israel shall camp each by his own standard, with the banners of their fathers’ houses. They shall camp facing the tent of meeting on every side. 3Those to camp on the east side toward the sunrise shall be of the standard of the camp of Judah by their companies, the chief of the people of Judah being  t Nahshon the son of Amminadab, 4his company as listed being 74,600. 5Those to camp next to him shall be the tribe of Issachar, the chief of the people of Issachar being Nethanel the son of Zuar, 6his company as listed being 54,400. 7Then the tribe of Zebulun, the chief of the people of Zebulun being Eliab the son of Helon, 8his company as listed being 57,400. 9All those listed of the camp of Judah, by their companies, were 186,400.  u They shall set out first on the march.

   10“On the south side shall be the standard of the camp of Reuben by their companies, the chief of the people of Reuben being Elizur the son of Shedeur, 11his company as listed being 46,500. 12And those to camp next to him shall be the tribe of Simeon, the chief of the people of Simeon being Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai, 13his company as listed being 59,300. 14[†]Then the tribe of Gad, the chief of the people of Gad being Eliasaph the son of  v Reuel, 15his company as listed being 45,650. 16All those listed of the camp of Reuben, by their companies, were 151,450.  w They shall set out second.

   17 x “Then the tent of meeting shall set out, with the camp of the Levites in the midst of the camps; as they camp, so shall they set out, each in position, standard by standard.

   18“On the west side shall be the standard of the camp of Ephraim by their companies, the chief of the people of Ephraim being Elishama the son of Ammihud, 19his company as listed being 40,500. 20And next to him shall be the tribe of Manasseh, the chief of the people of Manasseh being Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur, 21his company as listed being 32,200. 22Then the tribe of Benjamin, the chief of the people of Benjamin being Abidan the son of Gideoni, 23his company as listed being 35,400. 24All those listed of the camp of Ephraim, by their companies, were 108,100.  y They shall set out third on the march.

   25“On the north side shall be the standard of the camp of Dan by their companies, the chief of the people of Dan being Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai, 26his company as listed being 62,700. 27And those to camp next to him shall be the tribe of Asher, the chief of the people of Asher being Pagiel the son of Ochran, 28his company as listed being 41,500. 29Then the tribe of Naphtali, the chief of the people of Naphtali being Ahira the son of Enan, 30his company as listed being 53,400. 31All those listed of the camp of Dan were 157,600.  z They shall set out last, standard by standard.”

   32These are the people of Israel as listed by their fathers’ houses. All those listed in the camps by their companies were  a 603,550. 33But  b the Levites were not listed among the people of Israel, as the LORD commanded Moses.

   34Thus did the people of Israel. According to all that the LORD commanded Moses,  c so they camped by their standards, and so they set out, each one in his clan, according to his fathers’ house.

  The Sons of Aaron

   NUMBERS 3 [†]These are the generations of Aaron and Moses at the time when the LORD spoke with Moses on Mount Sinai. 2These are the names of the sons of Aaron:  d Nadab the firstborn, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 3These are the names of the sons of Aaron,  e the anointed priests,  f whom he ordained to serve as priests. 4 g But Nadab and Abihu died before the LORD when they offered unauthorized fire before the LORD in the wilderness of Sinai, and they had no children. So Eleazar and Ithamar served as priests in the lifetime of Aaron their father.

  Duties of the Levites

   5[†]And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 6 h “Bring the tribe of Levi near, and set them before Aaron the priest, that they may minister to him. 7They shall keep guard over him and over the whole congregation before the tent of meeting,  i as they minister at the tabernacle. 8They shall guard all the furnishings of the tent of meeting, and keep guard over the people of Israel as they minister at the tabernacle. 9And  j you shall give the Levites to Aaron and his sons; they are  k wholly given to him from among the people of Israel. 10And you shall appoint Aaron and his sons, and  l they shall guard their priesthood. But if  m any outsider comes near, he shall be put to death.”

   11[†]And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 12“Behold,  n I have taken the Levites from among the people of Israel instead of every firstborn who opens the womb among the people of Israel. The Levites shall be mine, 13for  o all the firstborn are mine.  p On the day that I struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, I consecrated for my own all the firstborn in Israel, both of man and of beast. They shall be mine: I am the LORD.”

   14[†]And the LORD spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, saying, 15“List the sons of Levi, by fathers’ houses and by clans;  q every male from a month old and upward you shall list.” 16So Moses listed them according to the word of the LORD, as he was commanded. 17 r And these were the sons of Levi by their names: Gershon and Kohath and Merari. 18And these are the names of the sons of Gershon by their clans:  s Libni and Shimei. 19And the sons of Kohath by their clans:  t Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel. 20And the sons of Merari by their clans:  u Mahli and Mushi. These are the clans of the Levites, by their fathers’ houses.

   21To Gershon belonged the clan of the Libnites and the clan of the Shimeites; these were the clans of the Gershonites. 22Their listing according to the number of all the males from a month old and upward was [1] 7,500. 23 v The clans of the Gershonites were to camp behind the tabernacle on the west, 24with Eliasaph, the son of Lael as chief of the fathers’ house of the Gershonites. 25And the  w guard duty of the sons of Gershon in the tent of meeting involved  x the tabernacle,  y the tent with  z its covering,  a the screen for the entrance of the tent of meeting, 26 b the hangings of the court,  c the screen for the door of the court that is around the tabernacle and the altar, and  d its cords—all the service connected with these.

   27To Kohath belonged the clan of the  e Amramites and the clan of the Izharites and the clan of the Hebronites and the clan of the Uzzielites; these are the clans of the Kohathites. 28According to the number of all the males, from a month old and upward, there were 8,600, keeping guard over the sanctuary. 29The clans of the sons of Kohath were to camp on the south side of the tabernacle, 30with  f Elizaphan the son of Uzziel as chief of the fathers’ house of the clans of the Kohathites. 31And their guard duty involved  g the ark,  h the table,  i the lampstand,  j the altars, the vessels of the sanctuary with which the priests minister, and  k the screen; all the service connected with these. 32And Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest was to be chief over the chiefs of the Levites, and to have oversight of those who kept guard over the sanctuary.

   33To Merari belonged the clan of the Mahlites and the clan of the Mushites: these are the clans of Merari. 34Their listing according to the number of all the males from a month old and upward was 6,200. 35And the chief of the fathers’ house of the clans of Merari was Zuriel the son of Abihail. They were to camp on the north side of the tabernacle. 36 l And the appointed guard duty of the sons of Merari involved the  m frames of the tabernacle,  n the bars,  o the pillars, the bases, and all their accessories; all the service connected with these; 37also  p the pillars around the court, with their bases and  q pegs and  r cords.

   38Those who were to camp before the tabernacle on the east, before the tent of meeting toward the sunrise, were Moses and Aaron and his sons,  s guarding the sanctuary itself, to protect [2] the people of Israel. And any outsider who came near was to be put to death. 39All those listed among the Levites, whom Moses and Aaron listed at the commandment of the LORD, by clans, all the males from a month old and upward, were  t 22,000.

  Redemption of the Firstborn

   40And the LORD said to Moses, “List all the firstborn males of the people of Israel, from a month old and upward, taking the number of their names. 41 u And you shall take the Levites for me—I am the LORD—instead of all the firstborn among the people of Israel, and the cattle of the Levites instead of all the firstborn among the cattle of the people of Israel.” 42So Moses listed all the firstborn among the people of Israel, as the LORD commanded him. 43[†]And all the firstborn males, according to the number of names, from a month old and upward as listed were 22,273.

   44And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 45 v “Take the Levites instead of all the firstborn among the people of Israel, and the cattle of the Levites instead of their cattle. The Levites shall be mine: I am the LORD. 46[†]And  w as the redemption price for the 273 of the firstborn of the people of Israel, over and above the number of the male Levites, 47you shall take  x five shekels [3] per head; you shall take them according to  y the shekel of the sanctuary (the shekel of twenty gerahs [4]), 48and give the money to Aaron and his sons as the redemption price for those who are over.” 49So Moses took the redemption money from those who were over and above those redeemed by the Levites. 50From the firstborn of the people of Israel he took the money,  z 1,365 shekels, by the shekel of the sanctuary. 51And Moses  a gave the redemption money to Aaron and his sons, according to the word of the LORD, as the LORD commanded Moses.

  Duties of the Kohathites

   NUMBERS 4 [†]The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 2“Take a census of the sons of Kohath from among the sons of Levi, by their clans and their fathers’ houses, 3 b from thirty years old up to fifty years old, all who can come on duty, to do the work in the tent of meeting. 4This is the service of the sons of Kohath in the tent of meeting:  c the most holy things. 5When the camp is to set out, Aaron and his sons shall go in and take down  d the veil of the screen and cover  e the ark of the testimony with it. 6Then they shall put on it a covering of goatskin [1] and spread on top of that a cloth all of blue, and shall put in its  f poles. 7And over the  g table of the bread of the Presence they shall spread a cloth of blue and put on it the plates, the dishes for incense, the bowls, and the flagons for the drink offering;  h the regular showbread also shall be on it. 8Then they shall spread over them a cloth of scarlet and cover the same with a covering of goatskin, and shall  i put in its poles. 9And they shall take a cloth of blue and cover  j the lampstand for the light, with its lamps, its tongs, its trays, and all the vessels for oil with which it is supplied. 10And they shall put it with all its utensils in a covering of goatskin and put it on the carrying frame. 11And over  k the golden altar they shall spread a cloth of blue and cover it with a covering of goatskin, and shall put in its poles. 12And they shall take all  l the vessels of the service that are used in the sanctuary and put them in a cloth of blue and cover them with a covering of goatskin and put them on the carrying frame. 13And they shall take away the ashes from the altar and spread a purple cloth over it. 14And they shall put on it all the utensils of the altar, which are used for the service there, the fire pans, the forks, the shovels, and the basins, all the utensils of the altar; and they shall spread on it a covering of goatskin, and shall put in its poles. 15And when Aaron and his sons have finished covering the sanctuary and all the furnishings of the sanctuary, as the camp sets out, after that  m the sons of Kohath shall come to carry these,  n but they must not touch the holy things, lest they die. These are the things of the tent of meeting that the sons of Kohath are to carry.

   16“And Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest shall have charge of  o the oil for the light, the  p fragrant incense,  q the regular grain offering, and  r the anointing oil, with the oversight of the whole tabernacle and all that is in it, of the sanctuary and its vessels.”

   17The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 18“Let not the tribe of the clans of the Kohathites be destroyed from among the Levites, 19but deal thus with them, that they may live and not die when they come near to  s the most holy things: Aaron and his sons shall go in and appoint them each to his task and to his burden, 20 t but they shall not go in to look on the holy things even for a moment, lest they die.”

   21The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 22“Take a census of the sons of Gershon also, by their fathers’ houses and by their clans. 23 u From thirty years old up to fifty years old, you shall list them, all who can  v come to do duty, to do service in the tent of meeting. 24This is the service of the clans of the Gershonites, in serving and bearing burdens: 25 w they shall carry  x the curtains of the tabernacle and the tent of meeting with  y its covering and the covering of goatskin that is on top of it and the screen for the entrance of the tent of meeting 26and the hangings of the court and the screen for the entrance of the gate of the court that is around the tabernacle and the altar, and their cords and all the equipment for their service. And they shall do all that needs to be done with regard to them. 27All the service of the sons of the Gershonites shall be at the command of Aaron and his sons, in all that they are to carry and in all that they have to do. And you shall assign to their charge all that they are to carry. 28This is the service of the clans of the sons of the Gershonites in the tent of meeting, and their guard duty is to be  z under the direction of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.

   29“As for the sons of Merari, you shall list them by their clans and their fathers’ houses. 30 u From thirty years old up to fifty years old, you shall list them, everyone who can come on duty, to do the service of the tent of meeting. 31And  a this is what they are charged to carry, as the whole of their service in the tent of meeting: the frames of the tabernacle, with its bars, pillars, and bases, 32and the pillars around the court with their bases, pegs, and cords, with all their equipment and all their accessories. And you shall  b list by name the objects that they are required to carry. 33This is the service of the clans of the sons of Merari, the whole of their service in the tent of meeting,  c under the direction of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.”

   34And Moses and Aaron and the chiefs of the congregation listed the sons of the Kohathites, by their clans and their fathers’ houses, 35 u from thirty years old up to fifty years old, everyone who could come on duty, for service in the tent of meeting; 36and those listed by clans were 2,750. 37 d This was the list of the clans of the Kohathites, all who served in the tent of meeting, whom Moses and Aaron listed according to the commandment of the LORD by Moses.

   38Those listed of the sons of Gershon, by their clans and their fathers’ houses, 39 u from thirty years old up to fifty years old, everyone who could come on duty for service in the tent of meeting— 40those listed by their clans and their fathers’ houses were 2,630. 41 e This was the list of the clans of the sons of Gershon, all who served in the tent of meeting, whom Moses and Aaron listed according to the commandment of the LORD.

   42Those listed of the clans of the sons of Merari, by their clans and their fathers’ houses, 43 u from thirty years old up to fifty years old, everyone who could come on duty, for service in the tent of meeting— 44those listed by clans were 3,200. 45 f This was the list of the clans of the sons of Merari, whom Moses and Aaron listed according to the commandment of the LORD by Moses.

   46All those who were listed of the Levites, whom Moses and Aaron and the chiefs of Israel listed, by their clans and their fathers’ houses, 47 u from thirty years old up to fifty years old, everyone who could come to do the service of ministry and the service of bearing burdens in the tent of meeting, 48those listed were 8,580. 49According to the commandment of the LORD through Moses they were listed,  g each one with his task of serving or carrying. Thus they were listed by him,  h as the LORD commanded Moses.

  Unclean People

   NUMBERS 5 [†]The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2[†]“Command the people of Israel that they  i put out of the camp everyone who is leprous [1] or has  j a discharge and everyone who is  k unclean through contact with the dead. 3You shall put out both male and female, putting them outside the camp, that they may not defile their camp,  l in the midst of which I dwell.” 4And the people of Israel did so, and put them outside the camp; as the LORD said to Moses, so the people of Israel did.

  Confession and Restitution

   5[†]And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 6“Speak to the people of Israel,  m When a man or woman commits any of the sins that people commit by breaking faith with the LORD, and that person realizes his guilt, 7 n he shall confess his sin that he has committed. [2]  o And he shall make full restitution for his wrong, adding a fifth to it and giving it to him to whom he did the wrong. 8But if the man has no next of kin to whom restitution may be made for the wrong, the restitution for wrong shall go to the LORD for the priest, in addition to  p the ram of atonement with which atonement is made for him. 9And  q every contribution, all the holy donations of the people of Israel, which they bring to the priest, shall be his. 10Each one shall keep his holy donations: whatever anyone gives to the priest shall be his.”

  A Test for Adultery

   11[†]And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 12“Speak to the people of Israel, If any man’s wife goes astray and breaks faith with him, 13if a man  r lies with her sexually, and it is hidden from the eyes of her husband, and she is undetected though she has defiled herself, and there is no witness against her,  s since she was not taken in the act, 14and if the spirit of jealousy comes over him and he is jealous of his wife who has defiled herself, or if the spirit of jealousy comes over him and he is jealous of his wife, though she has not defiled herself, 15[†]then the man shall bring his wife to the priest and bring the offering required of her, a tenth of an ephah [3] of barley flour.  t He shall pour no oil on it and put no frankincense on it, for it is a grain offering of jealousy, a grain offering of remembrance,  u bringing iniquity to remembrance.

   16“And the priest shall bring her near and set her before the LORD. 17And the priest shall take holy water in an earthenware vessel and take some of the dust that is on the floor of the tabernacle and put it into the water. 18[†]And the priest shall set the woman before the LORD and  v unbind the hair of the woman’s head and place in her hands the grain offering of remembrance, which is the grain offering of jealousy. And in his hand the priest shall have the water of bitterness that brings the curse. 19Then the priest shall make her take an oath, saying, ‘If no man has lain with you, and if you have not turned aside to uncleanness while you were under your husband’s authority, be free from this water of bitterness that brings the curse. 20But if you have gone astray, though you are under your husband’s authority, and if you have defiled yourself, and some man other than your husband has lain with you, 21then’ (let the priest make the woman take the oath of the curse, and say to the woman)  w ‘the LORD make you a curse and an oath among your people, when the LORD makes your thigh fall away and your body swell. 22May this water that brings the curse  x pass into your bowels and make your womb swell and your thigh fall away.’ And the woman shall say,  y ‘Amen, Amen.’

   23“Then the priest shall write these curses in a book and wash them off into the water of bitterness. 24And he shall make the woman drink the water of bitterness that brings the curse, and the water that brings the curse shall enter into her and cause bitter pain. 25And the priest shall take the grain offering of jealousy out of the woman’s hand  z and shall wave the grain offering before the LORD and bring it to the altar. 26And the priest  a shall take a handful of the grain offering, as its memorial portion, and burn it on the altar, and afterward shall make the woman drink the water. 27And when he has made her drink the water, then, if she has defiled herself and has broken faith with her husband, the water that brings the curse shall enter into her and cause bitter pain, and her womb shall swell, and her thigh shall fall away, and the woman  b shall become a curse among her people. 28But if the woman has not defiled herself and is clean, then she shall be free and shall conceive children.

   29“This is the law in cases of jealousy, when a wife,  c though under her husband’s authority, goes astray and defiles herself, 30or when the spirit of jealousy comes over a man and he is jealous of his wife. Then he shall set the woman before the LORD, and the priest shall carry out for her all this law. 31The man shall be free from iniquity, but the woman  d shall bear her iniquity.”

  The Nazirite Vow

   NUMBERS 6 [†]And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When either a man or a woman makes a special vow, the vow of  e a Nazirite, [1]  f to separate himself to the LORD, 3he  g shall separate himself from wine and strong drink. He shall drink no vinegar made from wine or strong drink and shall not drink any juice of grapes or eat grapes, fresh or dried. 4All the days of his separation [2] he shall eat nothing that is produced by the grapevine, not even the seeds or the skins.

   5“All the days of his vow of separation, no  h razor shall touch his head. Until the time is completed for which he separates himself to the LORD, he shall be holy.  i He shall let the locks of hair of his head grow long.

   6“All the days that he separates himself to the LORD  j he shall not go near a dead body. 7[†] k Not even for his father or for his mother, for brother or sister, if they die, shall he make himself unclean, because his separation to God is on his head. 8All the days of his separation he is holy to the LORD.

   9“And if any man dies very suddenly beside him and he defiles his consecrated head, then  l he shall shave his head on the day of his cleansing; on the seventh day he shall shave it. 10 m On the eighth day he shall bring two turtledoves or two pigeons to the priest to the entrance of the tent of meeting, 11and the priest shall offer one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering, and make atonement for him, because he sinned by reason of the dead body. And he shall consecrate his head that same day 12and separate himself to the LORD for the days of his separation and bring a male lamb a year old  n for a guilt offering. But the previous period shall be void, because his separation was defiled.

   13[†]“And this is the law for the Nazirite,  o when the time of his separation has been completed: he shall be brought to the entrance of the tent of meeting, 14and he shall bring his gift to the LORD, one male lamb a year old without blemish for a burnt offering, and one ewe lamb a year old without blemish  p as a sin offering, and one ram without blemish  q as a peace offering, 15and a basket of unleavened bread,  r loaves of fine flour mixed with oil, and unleavened wafers smeared with oil, and their  s grain offering and their  t drink offerings. 16And the priest shall bring them before the LORD and offer  u his sin offering and his burnt offering, 17and he shall offer the ram as a sacrifice of peace offering to the LORD, with the basket of unleavened bread. The priest shall offer also its grain offering and its drink offering. 18And the Nazirite  v shall shave his consecrated head at the entrance of the tent of meeting and shall take the hair from his consecrated head and put it on the fire that is under the sacrifice of the peace offering. 19And the priest shall take the  w shoulder of the ram, when it is boiled, and one unleavened loaf out of the basket and one unleavened wafer, and  x shall put them on the hands of the Nazirite, after he has shaved the hair of his consecration, 20and the priest shall wave them for a wave offering before the LORD.  y They are a holy portion for the priest, together with the breast that is waved and the thigh that is contributed. And after that the Nazirite may drink wine.

   21“This is the law of the Nazirite. But if he vows an offering to the LORD above his Nazirite vow, as he can afford, in exact accordance with the vow that he takes, then he shall do in addition to the law of the Nazirite.”

  Aaron’s Blessing

   22[†]The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 23“Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus  z you shall bless the people of Israel: you shall say to them,

   24[†] The LORD  a bless you and  b keep you;

  25 the LORD  c make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;

  26[†] the LORD  d lift up his countenance [3] upon you and give you peace.

   27 e “So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them.”

  Offerings at the Tabernacle’s Consecration

   NUMBERS 7 [†]On the day when Moses had finished  f setting up the tabernacle and had anointed and  g consecrated it with all its furnishings and had anointed and consecrated the altar with all its utensils, 2 h the chiefs of Israel, heads of their fathers’ houses, who were the chiefs of the tribes, who were over those who were listed, approached 3and brought their offerings before the LORD, six wagons and twelve oxen, a wagon for every two of the chiefs, and for each one an ox. They brought them before the tabernacle. 4Then the LORD said to Moses, 5“Accept these from them, that they may be used in the service of the tent of meeting, and give them to the Levites, to each man according to his service.” 6So Moses took the wagons and the oxen and gave them to the Levites. 7Two wagons and four oxen  i he gave to the sons of Gershon, according to their service. 8And four wagons and eight oxen  j he gave to the sons of Merari, according to their service, under the direction of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest. 9But to the sons of Kohath he gave none, because they were charged with  k the service of the holy things that  l had to be carried on the shoulder. 10[†]And the chiefs offered offerings for the  m dedication of the altar on the day it was anointed; and the chiefs offered their offering before the altar. 11And the LORD said to Moses, “They shall offer their offerings, one chief each day, for the dedication of the altar.”

   12He who offered his offering the first day was  n Nahshon the son of Amminadab, of the tribe of Judah. 13And his offering was one silver plate whose weight was 130 shekels, [1] one silver basin of 70 shekels, according to  o the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a  p grain offering; 14one golden dish of 10 shekels, full of  q incense; 15 r one bull from the herd, one ram, one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 16one male goat for a  s sin offering; 17and for  t the sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs a year old. This was the offering of Nahshon the son of Amminadab.

   18On the second day  u Nethanel the son of Zuar, the chief of Issachar, made an offering. 19He offered for his offering one silver plate whose weight was 130 shekels, one silver basin of 70 shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 20one golden dish of 10 shekels, full of incense; 21one bull from the herd, one ram, one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 22one male goat for a sin offering; 23and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs a year old. This was the offering of Nethanel the son of Zuar.

   24On the third day  v Eliab the son of Helon, the chief of the people of Zebulun: 25his offering was one silver plate whose weight was 130 shekels, one silver basin of 70 shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 26one golden dish of 10 shekels, full of incense; 27one bull from the herd, one ram, one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 28one male goat for a sin offering; 29and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs a year old. This was the offering of Eliab the son of Helon.

   30On the fourth day  w Elizur the son of Shedeur, the chief of the people of Reuben: 31his offering was one silver plate whose weight was 130 shekels, one silver basin of 70 shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 32one golden dish of 10 shekels, full of incense; 33one bull from the herd, one ram, one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 34one male goat for a sin offering; 35and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs a year old. This was the offering of Elizur the son of Shedeur.

   36On the fifth day  x Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai, the chief of the people of Simeon: 37his offering was one silver plate whose weight was 130 shekels, one silver basin of 70 shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 38one golden dish of 10 shekels, full of incense; 39one bull from the herd, one ram, one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 40one male goat for a sin offering; 41and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs a year old. This was the offering of Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai.

   42On the sixth day  y Eliasaph the son of Deuel, the chief of the people of Gad: 43his offering was one silver plate whose weight was 130 shekels, one silver basin of 70 shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 44one golden dish of 10 shekels, full of incense; 45one bull from the herd, one ram, one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 46one male goat for a sin offering; 47and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs a year old. This was the offering of Eliasaph the son of Deuel.

   48On the seventh day  z Elishama the son of Ammihud, the chief of the people of Ephraim: 49his offering was one silver plate whose weight was 130 shekels, one silver basin of 70 shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 50one golden dish of 10 shekels, full of incense; 51one bull from the herd, one ram, one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 52one male goat for a sin offering; 53and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs a year old. This was the offering of Elishama the son of Ammihud.

   54On the eighth day  a Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur, the chief of the people of Manasseh: 55his offering was one silver plate whose weight was 130 shekels, one silver basin of 70 shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 56one golden dish of 10 shekels, full of incense; 57one bull from the herd, one ram, one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 58one male goat for a sin offering; 59and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs a year old. This was the offering of Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur.

   60On the ninth day  b Abidan the son of Gideoni, the chief of the people of Benjamin: 61his offering was one silver plate whose weight was 130 shekels, one silver basin of 70 shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 62one golden dish of 10 shekels, full of incense; 63one bull from the herd, one ram, one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 64one male goat for a sin offering; 65and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs a year old. This was the offering of Abidan the son of Gideoni.

   66On the tenth day  c Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai, the chief of the people of Dan: 67his offering was one silver plate whose weight was 130 shekels, one silver basin of 70 shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 68one golden dish of 10 shekels, full of incense; 69one bull from the herd, one ram, one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 70one male goat for a sin offering; 71and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs a year old. This was the offering of Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai.

   72On the eleventh day  d Pagiel the son of Ochran, the chief of the people of Asher: 73his offering was one silver plate whose weight was 130 shekels, one silver basin of 70 shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 74one golden dish of 10 shekels, full of incense; 75one bull from the herd, one ram, one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 76one male goat for a sin offering; 77and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs a year old. This was the offering of Pagiel the son of Ochran.

   78On the twelfth day  e Ahira the son of Enan, the chief of the people of Naphtali: 79his offering was one silver plate whose weight was 130 shekels, one silver basin of 70 shekels, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering; 80one golden dish of 10 shekels, full of incense; 81one bull from the herd, one ram, one male lamb a year old, for a burnt offering; 82one male goat for a sin offering; 83and for the sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs a year old. This was the offering of Ahira the son of Enan.

   84This was the dedication offering for the altar on the day when it was anointed, from the chiefs of Israel: twelve silver plates, twelve silver basins, twelve golden dishes, 85each silver plate weighing 130 shekels and each basin 70, all the silver of the vessels 2,400 shekels according to the shekel of the sanctuary, 86the twelve golden dishes, full of incense, weighing 10 shekels apiece according to the shekel of the sanctuary, all the gold of the dishes being 120 shekels; 87all the cattle for the burnt offering twelve bulls, twelve rams, twelve male lambs a year old, with their grain offering; and twelve male goats for a sin offering; 88and all the cattle for the sacrifice of peace offerings twenty-four bulls, the rams sixty, the male goats sixty, the male lambs a year old sixty. This was the dedication offering for the altar after it  f was anointed.

   89[†]And when Moses went into the tent of meeting  g to speak with the LORD, he heard  h the voice speaking to him from above the mercy seat that was on the ark of the testimony, from between the two cherubim; and it spoke to him.

  The Seven Lamps

   NUMBERS 8 [†]Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to Aaron and say to him, When you set up the lamps, the seven lamps shall give light in front of the lampstand.” 3And Aaron did so: he set up its lamps in front of the lampstand, as the LORD commanded Moses. 4And  i this was the workmanship of the lampstand, hammered work of gold. From its base to its flowers, it was hammered work; according to the pattern that the LORD had shown Moses, so he made the lampstand.

  Cleansing of the Levites

   5[†]And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 6“Take the Levites from among the people of Israel and cleanse them. 7Thus you shall do to them to cleanse them: sprinkle the  j water of purification upon them, and  k let them go with a razor over all their body, and wash their clothes and cleanse themselves. 8Then let them take a bull from the herd and  l its grain offering of fine flour mixed with oil,  m and you shall take another bull from the herd for a sin offering. 9 n And you shall bring the Levites before the tent of meeting  o and assemble the whole congregation of the people of Israel. 10When you bring the Levites before the LORD, the people of Israel  p shall lay their hands on the Levites, 11and Aaron shall offer the Levites before the LORD as a wave offering from the people of Israel, that they may do the service of the LORD. 12Then the Levites  q shall lay their hands on the heads of the bulls, and you shall offer  r the one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering to the LORD to make atonement for the Levites. 13And you shall set the Levites before Aaron and his sons, and shall offer them as  s a wave offering to the LORD.

   14“Thus you shall separate the Levites from among the people of Israel, and  t the Levites shall be mine. 15And after that the Levites shall go in to serve at the tent of meeting, when you have cleansed them and offered them as a  s wave offering. 16For they are  u wholly given to me from among the people of Israel.  v Instead of all who open the womb, the firstborn of all the people of Israel, I have taken them for myself. 17 w For all the firstborn among the people of Israel are mine, both of man and of beast. On the day that I struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt I consecrated them for myself, 18and I have taken the Levites instead of all the firstborn among the people of Israel. 19 u And I have given the Levites as a gift to Aaron and his sons from among the people of Israel, to do the service for the people of Israel at the tent of meeting and  x to make atonement for the people of Israel,  y that there may be no plague among the people of Israel when the people of Israel come near the sanctuary.”

   20Thus did Moses and Aaron and all the congregation of the people of Israel to the Levites. According to all that the LORD commanded Moses concerning the Levites, the people of Israel did to them. 21And  z the Levites purified themselves from sin and washed their clothes, and  a Aaron offered them as a wave offering before the LORD, and Aaron made atonement for them to cleanse them. 22And after that the Levites went in to do their service in the tent of meeting before Aaron and his sons; as the LORD had commanded Moses concerning the Levites, so they did to them.

  Retirement of the Levites

   23[†]And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 24“This applies to the Levites:  b from twenty-five years old and upward they [1] shall come to do duty in the service of the tent of meeting. 25And from the age of fifty years they shall withdraw from the duty of the service and serve no more. 26They minister [2] to their brothers in the tent of meeting  c by keeping guard, but they shall do no service. Thus shall you do to the Levites in assigning their duties.”

  The Passover Celebrated

   NUMBERS 9 [†]And the LORD spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai,  d in the first month of the second year after they had come out of the land of Egypt, saying, 2“Let the people of Israel keep the Passover at its appointed time. 3 e On the fourteenth day of this month, at twilight, you shall keep it at its appointed time; according to all its statutes and all its rules you shall keep it.” 4So Moses told the people of Israel that they should keep the Passover. 5And they kept the Passover in the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, at twilight, in the wilderness of Sinai; according to all that the LORD commanded Moses, so the people of Israel did. 6[†]And there were certain men who were  f unclean through touching a dead body, so that they could not keep the Passover on that day, and  g they came before Moses and Aaron on that day. 7And those men said to him, “We are unclean through touching a dead body. Why are we kept from bringing the LORD’s  h offering at its appointed time among the people of Israel?” 8And Moses said to them, “Wait, that  i I may hear what the LORD will command concerning you.”

   9The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 10“Speak to the people of Israel, saying, If any one of you or of your descendants is unclean through touching a dead body, or is on a long journey, he shall still keep the Passover to the LORD. 11 j In the second month on the fourteenth day at twilight they shall keep it.  k They shall eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 12 l They shall leave none of it until the morning,  m nor break any of its bones;  n according to all the statute for the Passover they shall keep it. 13But if anyone who is clean and is not on a journey fails to keep the Passover,  o that person shall be cut off from his people because he did not bring the LORD’s  p offering at its appointed time; that man shall bear his sin. 14And if a stranger sojourns among you and would keep the Passover to the LORD, according to the statute of the Passover and according to its rule, so shall he do.  q You shall have one statute, both for the sojourner and for the native.”

  The Cloud Covering the Tabernacle

   15[†] r On the day that the tabernacle was set up, the cloud covered the tabernacle, the tent of the testimony. And  s at evening it was over the tabernacle like the appearance of fire until morning. 16So it was always: the cloud covered it by day [1] and the appearance of fire by night. 17And whenever the cloud  t lifted from over the tent, after that the people of Israel set out, and in the place where the cloud settled down, there the people of Israel camped. 18At the command of the LORD the people of Israel set out, and at the command of the LORD they camped.  u As long as the cloud rested over the tabernacle, they remained in camp. 19Even when the cloud continued over the tabernacle many days, the people of Israel  v kept the charge of the LORD and did not set out. 20Sometimes the cloud was a few days over the tabernacle, and according to the command of the LORD they remained in camp; then according to the command of the LORD they set out. 21And sometimes the cloud remained from evening until morning. And when the cloud lifted in the morning, they set out, or if it continued for a day and a night, when the cloud lifted they set out. 22Whether it was two days, or a month, or a longer time, that the cloud continued over the tabernacle, abiding there, the people of Israel  w remained in camp and did not set out, but when it lifted they set out. 23At the command of the LORD they camped, and at the command of the LORD they set out.  v They kept the charge of the LORD, at the command of the LORD by Moses.

  The Silver Trumpets

   NUMBERS 10 [†]The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Make two silver trumpets. Of hammered work you shall make them, and you shall use them for  x summoning the congregation and for breaking camp. 3And when  y both are blown, all the congregation shall gather themselves to you at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 4But if they blow only one, then  z the chiefs, the heads of the tribes of Israel, shall gather themselves to you. 5When you blow an alarm,  a the camps that are on the east side shall set out. 6And when you blow an alarm the second time,  b the camps that are on the south side shall set out. An alarm is to be blown whenever they are to set out. 7But when the assembly is to be gathered together,  c you shall blow a long blast, but you shall not  d sound an alarm. 8 e And the sons of Aaron, the priests, shall blow the trumpets. The trumpets shall be to you for a perpetual statute throughout your generations. 9And  f when you go to war in your land against the adversary who  g oppresses you, then you shall  d sound an alarm with the trumpets, that you may be  h remembered before the LORD your God, and you shall be saved from your enemies. 10 i On the day of your gladness also, and at your appointed feasts and  j at the beginnings of your months, you shall blow the trumpets over your burnt offerings and over the sacrifices of your peace offerings. They shall be  k a reminder of you before your God: I am the LORD your God.”

  Israel Leaves Sinai

   11[†]In the second year, in the second month, on the twentieth day of the month,  l the cloud lifted from over the tabernacle of the testimony, 12and the people of Israel  m set out by stages from the  n wilderness of Sinai. And the cloud settled down in the  o wilderness of Paran. 13They set out for the first time  p at the command of the LORD by Moses. 14The standard of the camp of the people of Judah set out  q first by their companies, and over their company was  r Nahshon the son of Amminadab. 15And over the company of the tribe of the people of Issachar was Nethanel the son of Zuar. 16And over the company of the tribe of the people of Zebulun was Eliab the son of Helon.

   17And when  s the tabernacle was taken down, the sons of Gershon and the sons of Merari,  t who carried the tabernacle, set out. 18And  u the standard of the camp of Reuben set out by their companies, and over their company was  v Elizur the son of Shedeur. 19And over the company of the tribe of the people of Simeon was  w Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai. 20And over the company of the tribe of the people of Gad was  x Eliasaph the son of  y Deuel.

   21Then the Kohathites set out,  z carrying the holy things, and  a the tabernacle was set up before their arrival. 22And  b the standard of the camp of the people of Ephraim set out by their companies, and over their company was  c Elishama the son of Ammihud. 23And over the company of the tribe of the people of Manasseh was  c Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur. 24And over the company of the tribe of the people of Benjamin was  d Abidan the son of Gideoni.

   25Then  e the standard of the camp of the people of Dan, acting as the  f rear guard of all the camps, set out by their companies, and over their company was  g Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai. 26And over the company of the tribe of the people of Asher was  h Pagiel the son of Ochran. 27And over the company of the tribe of the people of Naphtali was  i Ahira the son of Enan. 28 j This was the order of march of the people of Israel by their companies, when they set out.

   29[†]And Moses said to Hobab the son of  k Reuel the Midianite, Moses’ father-in-law, “We are setting out for the place of which the LORD said,  l ‘I will give it to you.’ Come with us, and we will do good to you, for  m the LORD has promised good to Israel.” 30But he said to him, “I will not go. I will depart to my own land and to my kindred.” 31And he said, “Please do not leave us, for you know where we should camp in the wilderness, and you will serve  n as eyes for us. 32And if you do go with us,  o whatever good the LORD will do to us, the same will we do to you.”

   33[†]So they set out from  p the mount of the LORD three days’ journey. And the ark of the covenant of the LORD went before them three days’ journey, to seek out  q a resting place for them. 34 r And the cloud of the LORD was over them by day, whenever they set out from the camp.

   35And whenever the ark set out, Moses said,  s “Arise, O LORD, and let your enemies be scattered, and let those who hate you flee before you.” 36And when it rested, he said, “Return, O LORD, to the ten thousand thousands of Israel.”

  The People Complain

   NUMBERS 11 [†]And  t the people complained in the hearing of the LORD about their misfortunes, and when the LORD heard it,  u his anger was kindled, and  v the fire of the LORD burned among them and consumed some outlying parts of the camp. 2Then  w the people cried out to Moses,  x and Moses prayed to the LORD, and the fire died down. 3So the name of that place was called  y Taberah, [1] because the fire of the LORD burned among them.

   4[†]Now the  z rabble that was among them had a strong craving. And the people of Israel also  a wept again and said,  b “Oh that we had meat to eat! 5 c We remember the fish we ate in Egypt that cost nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic. 6But now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at.”

   7[†]Now  d the manna was like coriander seed, and its appearance like that of bdellium. 8 e The people went about and gathered it and ground it in handmills or beat it in mortars and boiled it in pots and made cakes of it.  f And the taste of it was like the taste of cakes baked with oil. 9 g When the dew fell upon the camp in the night, the manna fell with it.

   10Moses heard the people  h weeping throughout their clans, everyone at the door of his tent. And the anger of the LORD blazed hotly, and Moses was displeased. 11 i Moses said to the LORD, “Why have you dealt ill with your servant? And why have I not found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of all this people on me? 12Did I conceive all this people? Did I give them birth, that you should say to me,  j ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a  k nurse carries a nursing child,’ to the land  l that you swore to give their fathers? 13 m Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they weep before me and say, ‘Give us meat, that we may eat.’ 14 n I am not able to carry all this people alone; the burden is too heavy for me. 15If you will treat me like this, kill me at once, if I find favor in your sight, that I may not see my wretchedness.”

  Elders Appointed to Aid Moses

   16[†]Then the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me  o seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the elders of the people and  p officers over them, and bring them to the tent of meeting, and let them take their stand there with you. 17 q And I will come down and talk with you there. And  r I will take some of the Spirit that is on you and put it on them, and  s they shall bear the burden of the people with you, so that you may not bear it yourself alone. 18And say to the people,  t ‘Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow, and you shall eat meat, for you have wept in the hearing of the LORD, saying, “Who will give us meat to eat?  u For it was better for us in Egypt.” Therefore the LORD will give you meat, and you shall eat. 19You shall not eat just one day, or two days, or five days, or ten days, or twenty days, 20but a whole month,  v until it comes out at your nostrils and becomes loathsome to you, because you have rejected the LORD who is among you and have wept before him, saying,  w “Why did we come out of Egypt?”’” 21But Moses said,  x “The people among whom I am number six hundred thousand on foot, and you have said, ‘I will give them meat, that they may eat a whole month!’ 22 y Shall flocks and herds be slaughtered for them, and be enough for them? Or shall all the fish of the sea be gathered together for them, and be enough for them?” 23And the LORD said to Moses,  z “Is the LORD’s hand shortened? Now you shall see whether  a my word will come true for you or not.”

   24[†]So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD.  b And he gathered seventy men of the elders of the people and placed them around the tent. 25Then  c the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the Spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders. And as soon as the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied. But they did not continue doing it.

   26Now two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the Spirit rested on them. They were among those registered, but they  d had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. 27And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 28And  e Joshua the son of Nun, the assistant of Moses from his youth, said, “My lord Moses,  f stop them.” 29But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake?  g Would that all the LORD’s people were prophets, that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!” 30And Moses and the elders of Israel returned to the camp.

  Quail and a Plague

   31[†]Then a  h wind from the LORD sprang up, and it brought quail from the sea and let them fall beside the camp, about a day’s journey on this side and a day’s journey on the other side, around the camp, and about two cubits [2] above the ground. 32And the people rose all that day and all night and all the next day, and gathered the quail. Those who gathered least gathered ten  i homers. [3] And they spread them out for themselves all around the camp. 33 j While the meat was yet between their teeth, before it was consumed, the anger of the LORD was kindled against the people, and  k the LORD struck down the people with a very great plague. 34Therefore the name of that place was called  l Kibroth-hattaavah, [4] because there they buried the people who had the craving. 35 m From Kibroth-hattaavah the people journeyed to  n Hazeroth, and they remained at  n Hazeroth.

  Miriam and Aaron Oppose Moses

   NUMBERS 12 [†]Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Cushite woman whom he had married, for he had married a Cushite woman. 2And they said, “Has the LORD indeed spoken only through Moses?  o Has he not spoken through us also?” And  p the LORD heard it. 3[†]Now the man Moses was very meek, more than all people who were on the face of the earth. 4And suddenly the LORD said to Moses and to Aaron and Miriam, “Come out, you three, to the tent of meeting.” And the three of them came out. 5And  q the LORD came down in a pillar of cloud and stood at the entrance of the tent and called Aaron and Miriam, and they both came forward. 6[†]And he said, “Hear my words: If there is a prophet among you, I the LORD make myself known to him  r in a vision; I speak with him  s in a dream. 7Not so with  t my servant Moses.  u He is faithful in all my house. 8With him I speak  v mouth to mouth, clearly, and not in  w riddles, and he beholds  x the form of the LORD. Why then were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?” 9[†]And the anger of the LORD was kindled against them, and he departed.

   10When the cloud removed from over the tent, behold,  y Miriam was  z leprous, [1] like snow. And Aaron turned toward Miriam, and behold, she was leprous. 11And Aaron said to Moses, “Oh, my lord,  a do not punish us [2] because we have done foolishly and have sinned. 12Let her not be as one dead, whose flesh is half eaten away when he comes out of his mother’s womb.” 13[†]And Moses cried to the LORD, “O God, please heal her—please.” 14But the LORD said to Moses, “If her father had but  b spit in her face, should she not be shamed seven days? Let her be  c shut outside the camp seven days, and after that she may be brought in again.” 15So Miriam  d was shut outside the camp seven days, and the people did not set out on the march till Miriam was brought in again. 16After that the people set out from  e Hazeroth, and camped in  f the wilderness of Paran.

  Spies Sent into Canaan

   NUMBERS 13 [†]The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2[†] g “Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the people of Israel. From each tribe of their fathers you shall send a man, every one a chief among them.” 3So Moses sent them from  h the wilderness of Paran, according to the command of the LORD, all of them men who were heads of the people of Israel. 4[†]And these were their names: From the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the son of Zaccur; 5from the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of Hori; 6 i from the tribe of Judah,  j Caleb the son of Jephunneh; 7from the tribe of Issachar, Igal the son of Joseph; 8from the tribe of Ephraim,  k Hoshea the son of Nun; 9from the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of Raphu; 10from the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of Sodi; 11from the tribe of Joseph (that is, from the tribe of Manasseh), Gaddi the son of Susi; 12from the tribe of Dan, Ammiel the son of Gemalli; 13from the tribe of Asher, Sethur the son of Michael; 14from the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi the son of Vophsi; 15from the tribe of Gad, Geuel the son of Machi. 16These were the names of the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land. And Moses called  k Hoshea the son of Nun Joshua.

   17[†]Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan and said to them, “Go up into  l the Negeb and go up into  m the hill country, 18and see what the land is, and whether the people who dwell in it are strong or weak, whether they are few or many, 19and whether the land that they dwell in is good or bad, and whether the cities that they dwell in are camps or strongholds, 20[†]and whether the land is  n rich or poor, and whether there are trees in it or not.  o Be of good courage and bring some of the fruit of the land.” Now the time was the season of the first ripe grapes.

   21So they went up and spied out the land  p from the wilderness of Zin to Rehob,  q near Lebo-hamath. 22[†]They went up into  m the Negeb and came to  r Hebron.  s Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the  t descendants of Anak, were there. ( u Hebron was built seven years before  u Zoan in Egypt.) 23[†]And  v they came to the Valley of Eshcol and cut down from there a branch with a single cluster of grapes, and they carried it on a pole between two of them; they also brought some pomegranates and figs. 24That place was called the Valley of Eshcol, [1] because of the cluster that the people of Israel cut down from there.

  Report of the Spies

   25[†]At the end of forty days they returned from spying out the land. 26And they came to Moses and Aaron and to all the congregation of the people of Israel in the wilderness of Paran, at  w Kadesh. They brought back word to them and to all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land. 27And they told him, “We came to the land to which you sent us. It  x flows with milk and honey,  y and this is its fruit. 28 z However, the people who dwell in the land are strong, and the cities are fortified and very large. And besides, we saw the descendants of Anak there. 29 a The Amalekites dwell in the land of the Negeb. The Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in the hill country.  b And the Canaanites dwell by the sea, and along the Jordan.”

   30But  c Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, “Let us go up at once and occupy it, for we are well able to overcome it.” 31 d Then the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we are.” 32So  e they brought to the people of Israel a bad report of the land that they had spied out, saying, “The land, through which we have gone to spy it out, is a land that devours its inhabitants, and  f all the people that we saw in it are of great height. 33And there we saw the  g Nephilim (the sons of Anak, who come from the  g Nephilim), and we seemed to ourselves  h like grasshoppers, and so we seemed to them.”

  The People Rebel

   NUMBERS 14 Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people  i wept that night. 2And all the people of Israel  j grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The whole congregation said to them, “Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or  k would that we had died in this wilderness! 3Why is the LORD bringing us into this land, to fall by the sword?  l Our wives and our little ones will become a prey. Would it not be better for us to go back to Egypt?” 4And they said to one another,  m “Let us choose a leader and  n go back to Egypt.”

   5Then  o Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the people of Israel. 6[†] p And Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes 7and said to all the congregation of the people of Israel,  q “The land, which we passed through to spy it out, is an exceedingly good land. 8[†]If  r the LORD delights in us, he will bring us into this land and give it to us,  s a land that flows with milk and honey. 9Only  t do not rebel against the LORD. And  u do not fear the people of the land, for  v they are bread for us. Their protection is removed from them, and the LORD is with us; do not fear them.” 10 w Then all the congregation said to stone them with stones. But  x the glory of the LORD appeared at the tent of meeting to all the people of Israel.

   11[†]And the LORD said to Moses, “How long will this people  y despise me? And how long will they not  z believe in me, in spite of all the signs that I have done among them? 12I will strike them with the pestilence and disinherit them, and I  a will make of you a nation greater and mightier than they.”

  Moses Intercedes for the People

   13[†]But  b Moses said to the LORD, “Then the Egyptians will hear of it, for you brought up this people in your might from among them, 14and they will tell the inhabitants of this land.  c They have heard that you, O LORD, are in the midst of this people. For you, O LORD, are seen face to face, and  d your cloud stands over them and you go before them, in a pillar of cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by night. 15Now if you kill this people as one man, then the nations who have heard your fame will say, 16‘It is because the LORD  e was not able to bring this people into the land that he swore to give to them that he has killed them in the wilderness.’ 17And now, please let the power of the Lord be great as you have promised, saying, 18 f ‘The LORD is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, forgiving iniquity and transgression, but he will by no means clear the guilty,  g visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, to the third and the fourth generation.’ 19Please  h pardon the iniquity of this people, according to the greatness of your steadfast love, just  i as you have forgiven this people, from Egypt until now.”

  God Promises Judgment

   20[†]Then the LORD said, “I have pardoned,  j according to your word. 21[†]But truly, as I live, and as all  k the earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD, 22 l none of the men who have seen my glory and my signs that I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and yet have put me to the test these  m ten times and have not obeyed my voice, 23 n shall see the land that I swore to give to their fathers. And none of those who despised me shall see it. 24But my servant  o Caleb, because he has a different spirit and has  p followed me fully, I will bring into the land into which he went, and his descendants shall possess it. 25 q Now, since the Amalekites and the Canaanites dwell in the valleys,  r turn tomorrow and set out for the wilderness by the way to the Red Sea.”

   26And the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, 27“How long shall  s this wicked congregation grumble against me?  t I have heard the grumblings of the people of Israel, which they grumble against me. 28Say to them,  u ‘As I live, declares the LORD,  v what you have said in my hearing I will do to you: 29[†] w your dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness, and  x of all your number, listed in the census  y from twenty years old and upward, who have grumbled against me, 30not one shall come into the land where I  z swore that I would make you dwell,  a except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun. 31 b But your little ones, who you said would become a prey, I will bring in, and they shall know the land that  c you have rejected. 32But as for you,  w your dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness. 33And your children  d shall be shepherds in the wilderness  e forty years and shall  f suffer for your faithlessness, until the last of your dead bodies lies in the wilderness. 34 g According to the number of the days in which you spied out the land,  h forty days, a year for each day, you shall bear your iniquity forty years, and you shall know my displeasure.’ 35 i I, the LORD, have spoken. Surely this will I do to all  j this wicked congregation who are gathered together against me: in this wilderness they shall come to a full end, and there they shall die.”

   36[†] k And the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land, who returned and made all the congregation grumble against him by bringing up a bad report about the land— 37the men who brought up a bad report of the land— l died by plague before the LORD. 38Of those men who went to spy out the land,  m only Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh remained alive.

  Israel Defeated in Battle

   39When Moses told these words to all the people of Israel, the people  n mourned greatly. 40And they rose early in the morning and went up to the heights of the hill country, saying,  o “Here we are. We will go up to the place that the LORD has promised, for we have sinned.” 41[†] p But Moses said, “Why now are you transgressing the command of the LORD, when that will not succeed? 42 q Do not go up,  r for the Lord is not among you, lest you be struck down before your enemies. 43For there  s the Amalekites and the Canaanites are facing you, and you shall fall by the sword. Because you have turned back from following the LORD, the LORD will not be with you.” 44 t But they presumed to go up to the heights of the hill country, although neither  u the ark of the covenant of the LORD nor Moses departed out of the camp. 45Then  v the Amalekites and the Canaanites who lived in that hill country came down and defeated them and pursued them, even to  w Hormah.

  Laws About Sacrifices

   NUMBERS 15 [†]The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to the people of Israel and say to them,  x When you come into the land you are to inhabit, which I am giving you, 3and  y you offer to the LORD from the herd or from the flock a food offering [1] or a burnt offering or a sacrifice,  z to fulfill a vow or as a freewill offering or  a at your appointed feasts, to make a  b pleasing aroma to the LORD, 4then  c he who brings his offering shall offer to the LORD  d a grain offering of a tenth of an ephah [2] of fine flour,  e mixed with a quarter of a hin [3] of oil; 5and you shall offer with the burnt offering, or for the sacrifice, a quarter of a hin of  f wine for the drink offering for each lamb. 6 g Or for a ram, you shall offer for a grain offering two tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with a third of a hin of oil. 7And for the drink offering you shall offer a third of a hin of wine, a  b pleasing aroma to the LORD. 8And when you offer a bull as a burnt offering or sacrifice, to  z fulfill a vow or for  h peace offerings to the LORD, 9then one shall offer  i with the bull a grain offering of three tenths of an ephah of fine flour, mixed with half a hin of oil. 10And you shall offer for the drink offering half a hin of wine, as a food offering, a pleasing aroma to the LORD.

   11 j “Thus it shall be done for each bull or ram, or for each lamb or young goat. 12As many as you offer, so shall you do with each one, as many as there are. 13Every native Israelite shall do these things in this way, in offering a food offering, with a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 14And if a stranger is sojourning with you, or anyone is living permanently among you, and he wishes to offer a food offering, with a pleasing aroma to the LORD, he shall do as you do. 15For the assembly,  k there shall be one statute for you and for the stranger who sojourns with you, a statute forever throughout your generations. You and the sojourner shall be alike before the LORD. 16One law and one rule shall be for you and for the stranger who sojourns with you.”

   17[†]The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 18 l “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When you come into the land to which I bring you 19and when you eat of  m the bread of the land, you shall present a contribution to the LORD. 20 n Of the first of your dough you shall present a loaf as a contribution; like a  o contribution from the threshing floor, so shall you present it. 21 n Some of the first of your dough you shall give to the LORD as a contribution throughout your generations.

  Laws About Unintentional Sins

   22[†] p “But if you sin unintentionally, [4] and do not observe all these commandments that the LORD has spoken to Moses, 23all that the LORD has commanded you by Moses, from the day that the LORD gave commandment, and onward throughout your generations, 24then if it was done unintentionally  q without the knowledge of the congregation, all the congregation shall offer one bull from the herd for a burnt offering, a pleasing aroma to the LORD,  r with its grain offering and its drink offering, according to the rule, and  s one male goat for a sin offering. 25 t And the priest shall make atonement for all the congregation of the people of Israel, and they shall be forgiven, because it was a mistake, and they have brought their offering, a food offering to the LORD, and their sin offering before the LORD for their mistake. 26And all the congregation of the people of Israel shall be forgiven, and the stranger who sojourns among them, because the whole population was involved in the mistake.

   27[†] u “If one person sins unintentionally, he shall offer a female goat a year old for a sin offering. 28 v And the priest shall make atonement before the LORD for the person who makes a mistake, when he sins unintentionally, to make atonement for him, and he shall be forgiven. 29 w You shall have one law for him who does anything unintentionally, for him who is native among the people of Israel and for the stranger who sojourns among them. 30[†] x But the person who does anything with a high hand, whether he is native or a sojourner, reviles the LORD, and that person shall be cut off from among his people. 31Because he has  y despised the word of the LORD and has broken his commandment, that person shall be utterly cut off; his iniquity shall be on him.”

  A Sabbathbreaker Executed

   32[†]While the people of Israel were in the wilderness, they found a man  z gathering sticks on the Sabbath day. 33And those who found him gathering sticks brought him to Moses and Aaron and to all the congregation. 34 a They put him in custody, because it had not been made clear what should be done to him. 35And the LORD said to Moses,  b “The man shall be put to death; all the congregation shall  c stone him with stones outside the camp.” 36And all the congregation brought him outside the camp and stoned him to death with stones, as the LORD commanded Moses.

  Tassels on Garments

   37The LORD said to Moses, 38“Speak to the people of Israel, and tell them to  d make tassels on the corners of their garments throughout their generations, and to put a cord of blue on the tassel of each corner. 39And it shall be a tassel for you to look at and remember all the commandments of the LORD, to do them,  e not to follow [5] after your own heart and your own eyes, which you are inclined  f to whore after. 40So you shall remember and do all my commandments, and be  g holy to your God. 41 h I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your God: I am the LORD your God.”

  Korah’s Rebellion

   NUMBERS 16 [†]Now  i Korah the son of Izhar, son of Kohath, son of Levi, and  j Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men. 2And they rose up before Moses, with a number of the people of Israel, 250 chiefs of the congregation, chosen from the assembly, well-known men. 3[†] k They assembled themselves together against Moses and against Aaron and said to them,  l “You have gone too far! For  m all in the congregation are holy, every one of them, and the LORD is among them. Why then do you exalt yourselves above the assembly of the LORD?” 4When Moses heard it,  n he fell on his face, 5and he said to Korah and all his company, “In the morning the LORD will show  o who is his, [1] and who is  p holy, and will bring him near to him. The one  q whom he chooses he will  r bring near to him. 6Do this: take  s censers, Korah and all his company; 7put fire in them and put incense on them before the LORD tomorrow, and the man whom the LORD chooses shall be the holy one.  t You have gone too far, sons of Levi!” 8[†]And Moses said to Korah, “Hear now, you sons of Levi: 9is it  u too small a thing for you that the God of Israel has  v separated you from the congregation of Israel, to bring you near to himself, to do service in the tabernacle of the LORD and to stand before the congregation to minister to them, 10and that he has brought you near him, and all your brothers the sons of Levi with you? And would you seek the priesthood also? 11Therefore it is against the LORD that you and all your company have gathered together. What is  w Aaron that you grumble against him?”

   12[†]And Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, and they said, “We will not come up. 13Is it  x a small thing that you have brought us up out of  y a land flowing with milk and honey, to kill us in the wilderness, that you must also  z make yourself a prince over us? 14Moreover, you have not brought us into a land flowing with milk and honey, nor given us inheritance of fields and vineyards. Will you put out the eyes of these men? We will not come up.” 15[†]And Moses was very angry and said to the LORD,  a “Do not respect their offering.  b I have not taken one donkey from them, and I have not harmed one of them.”

   16[†]And Moses said to Korah, “Be present, you and all your company,  c before the LORD, you and they, and Aaron, tomorrow. 17And  d let every one of you take his censer and put incense on it, and every one of you bring before the LORD his censer,  e 250 censers; you also, and Aaron, each his censer.” 18So every man took his censer and put fire in them and laid incense on them and stood at the entrance of the tent of meeting with Moses and Aaron. 19Then Korah assembled all the congregation against them at the entrance of the tent of meeting.  f And the glory of the LORD appeared to all the congregation.

   20[†]And the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, 21 g “Separate yourselves from among this congregation, that I may consume them  h in a moment.” 22And they  i fell on their faces and said, “O God,  j the God of the spirits of all flesh,  k shall one man sin, and will you be angry with all the congregation?” 23And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 24“Say to the congregation, Get away from the dwelling of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.”

   25Then Moses rose and went to Dathan and Abiram, and the elders of Israel followed him. 26And he spoke to the congregation, saying,  l “Depart, please, from the tents of these wicked men, and touch nothing of theirs, lest you be swept away with all their sins.” 27So they got away from the dwelling of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. And Dathan and Abiram came out and stood  m at the door of their tents, together with their wives, their sons, and their little ones. 28And Moses said, “Hereby you shall know that the LORD has sent me to do all these works, and that it has not been  n of my own accord. 29If these men die as all men die, or if they are visited by the fate of all mankind,  o then the LORD has not sent me. 30But if the LORD creates something new, and  p the ground opens its mouth and swallows them up with all that belongs to them, and they  q go down alive into Sheol, then you shall know that these men have despised the LORD.”

   31 r And as soon as he had finished speaking all these words, the ground under them split apart. 32And the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with their households and  s all the people who belonged to Korah and all their goods. 33So they and all that belonged to them went down alive into Sheol, and the earth closed over them, and  t they perished from the midst of the assembly. 34And all Israel who were around them fled at their cry, for they said, “Lest the earth swallow us up!” 35[†]And  u fire came out from the LORD and consumed  v the 250 men offering the incense.

   36 [2] Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 37“Tell Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest to take up the censers out of the blaze. Then scatter the fire far and wide, for they have become holy. 38As for the censers of  w these men who have sinned at the cost of their lives, let them be made into hammered plates as a covering for the altar, for they offered them before the LORD, and they became holy.  x Thus they shall be a sign to the people of Israel.” 39[†]So Eleazar the priest took the bronze censers, which those who were burned had offered, and they were hammered out as a covering for the altar, 40to be a reminder to the people of Israel, so  y that no outsider, who is not of the descendants of Aaron, should draw near to burn incense before the LORD, lest he become like Korah and his company—as the LORD said to him through Moses.

   41[†]But on the next day all the congregation of the people of Israel  z grumbled against Moses and against Aaron, saying, “You have killed the people of the LORD.” 42And when the congregation had assembled against Moses and against Aaron, they turned toward the tent of meeting. And behold,  a the cloud covered it, and  b the glory of the LORD appeared. 43And Moses and Aaron came to the front of the tent of meeting, 44and the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 45 c “Get away from the midst of this congregation, that I may consume them in a moment.”  d And they fell on their faces. 46And Moses said to Aaron, “Take your censer, and put fire on it from off the altar and lay incense on it and carry it quickly to the congregation and make atonement for them, for  e wrath has gone out from the LORD; the plague has begun.” 47So Aaron took it as Moses said and ran into the midst of the assembly. And behold, the plague had already begun among the people. And he put on the incense and made atonement for the people. 48And he stood between the dead and the living, and  f the plague was stopped. 49Now those who died in the plague were 14,700,  g besides those who died in the affair of Korah. 50And Aaron returned to Moses at the entrance of the tent of meeting, when the plague was stopped.

  Aaron’s Staff Buds

   NUMBERS 17 [†] [1] The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 h “Speak to the people of Israel, and get from them staffs, one for each fathers’ house, from all their chiefs according to their fathers’ houses, twelve staffs. Write each man’s name on his staff, 3and write Aaron’s name on the staff of Levi. For there shall be one staff for the head of each fathers’ house. 4Then you shall deposit them in the tent of meeting before the testimony,  i where I meet with you. 5And the staff of the man  j whom I choose shall sprout. Thus I will make to cease from me  k the grumblings of the people of Israel, which they grumble against you.” 6[†]Moses spoke to the people of Israel. And all their chiefs gave him staffs, one for each chief, according to their fathers’ houses, twelve staffs. And the staff of Aaron was among their staffs. 7And Moses deposited the staffs before the LORD in  l the tent of the testimony.

   8On the next day Moses went into the tent of the testimony, and behold, the staff of Aaron for the house of Levi had sprouted and put forth buds and produced blossoms, and it bore ripe almonds. 9Then Moses brought out all the staffs from before the LORD to all the people of Israel. And they looked, and each man took his staff. 10[†]And the LORD said to Moses, “Put back  m the staff of Aaron before the testimony, to be kept  n as a sign for the rebels,  o that you may make an end of their grumblings against me, lest they die.” 11Thus did Moses; as the LORD commanded him, so he did.

   12[†]And the people of Israel said to Moses, “Behold, we perish, we are undone, we are all undone. 13 p Everyone who comes near, who comes near to the tabernacle of the LORD, shall die. Are we all to perish?”


	


  Duties of Priests and Levites

   NUMBERS 18 [†]So the LORD said to Aaron, “You and your sons and your father’s house with you shall  q bear iniquity connected with the sanctuary,  r and you and your sons with you shall bear iniquity connected with your priesthood. 2And with you bring your brothers also, the tribe of Levi, the tribe of your father, that they may  s join you and  t minister to you while you and your sons with you are before the tent of the testimony. 3They shall keep guard over you and  u over the whole tent,  v but shall not come near to the vessels of the sanctuary or to the altar  w lest they, and you, die. 4They shall join you and keep guard over the tent of meeting for all the service of the tent,  x and no outsider shall come near you. 5And you shall  y keep guard over the sanctuary and over the altar,  z that there may never again be wrath on the people of Israel. 6 a And behold, I have taken your brothers the Levites from among the people of Israel.  b They are a gift to you, given to the LORD, to do the service of the tent of meeting. 7And  c you and your sons with you shall guard your priesthood for all that concerns the altar and  d that is within the veil; and you shall serve. I give your priesthood as a gift, [1] and  e any outsider who comes near shall be put to death.”

   8[†]Then the LORD spoke to Aaron, “Behold,  f I have given you charge of the contributions made to me, all the consecrated things of the people of Israel. I have given them to you  g as a portion and to your sons as a perpetual due. 9This shall be yours of the most holy things, reserved from the fire: every offering of theirs, every grain offering of theirs and every  h sin offering of theirs and every  i guilt offering of theirs, which they render to me, shall be most holy to you and to your sons. 10In a most holy place shall you eat it. Every male may eat it; it is holy to you. 11This also is yours: the contribution of their gift, all the  j wave offerings of the people of Israel. I have given them to  k you, and to your sons and daughters with you, as a perpetual due.  l Everyone who is clean in your house may eat it. 12 m All the best of the oil and all the best of the wine and of the grain,  n the firstfruits of what they give to the LORD, I give to you. 13The first ripe fruits of all that is in their land,  o which they bring to the LORD, shall be yours.  l Everyone who is clean in your house may eat it. 14 p Every devoted thing in Israel shall be yours. 15 q Everything that opens the womb of all flesh, whether man or beast, which they offer to the LORD, shall be yours. Nevertheless,  r the firstborn of man you shall redeem, and the firstborn of unclean animals you shall redeem. 16And their redemption price  s (at a month old you shall redeem them) you shall fix at five shekels [2] in silver, according to the shekel of the sanctuary,  t which is twenty gerahs. 17 u But the firstborn of a cow, or the firstborn of a sheep, or the firstborn of a goat, you shall not redeem; they are holy. You shall sprinkle their blood on the altar and shall burn their fat as a food offering, with a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 18But their flesh shall be yours, as  v the breast that is waved and as the right thigh are yours. 19[†] w All the holy contributions that the people of Israel present to the LORD I give to you, and to your sons and daughters with you, as a perpetual due.  x It is a covenant of salt forever before the LORD for you and for your offspring with you.” 20And the LORD said to Aaron, “You shall have no inheritance in their land, neither shall you have any portion among them.  y I am your portion and your inheritance among the people of Israel.

   21[†] z “To the Levites I have given every tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in return for their service that they do, their service in the tent of meeting, 22 a so that the people of Israel do not come near the tent of meeting,  b lest they bear sin and die. 23But  c the Levites shall do the service of the tent of meeting,  d and they shall bear their iniquity. It shall be a perpetual statute throughout your generations, and among the people of Israel they shall have no inheritance. 24For the tithe of the people of Israel, which  e they present as a contribution to the LORD, I have given to the Levites for an inheritance. Therefore I have said of them that they shall have no inheritance  f among the people of Israel.”

   25[†]And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 26“Moreover, you shall speak and say to the Levites, ‘When you take from the people of Israel the tithe that I have given you from them for your inheritance, then you shall present a contribution from it to the LORD,  g a tithe of the tithe. 27 h And your contribution shall be counted to you as though it were the grain of the threshing floor, and as the fullness of the winepress. 28So you shall also present a contribution to the LORD from all your tithes, which you receive from the people of Israel. And from it you shall give the LORD’s contribution to Aaron the priest. 29Out of all the gifts to you, you shall present every contribution due to the LORD; from each its best part is to be dedicated.’ 30Therefore you shall say to them, ‘When you have offered from it the best of it,  i then the rest shall be counted to the Levites as produce of the threshing floor, and as produce of the winepress. 31And you may eat it in any place, you and your households, for it is  j your reward in return for your service in the tent of meeting. 32And you shall  k bear no sin by reason of it, when you have contributed the best of it. But you shall not  l profane the holy things of the people of Israel, lest you die.’”

  Laws for Purification

   NUMBERS 19 [†]Now the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, 2“This is the statute of the law that the LORD has commanded: Tell the people of Israel to bring you a red heifer without defect, in which there is no blemish,  m and on which a yoke has never come. 3And you shall give it to Eleazar the priest, and  n it shall be taken outside the camp and slaughtered before him. 4And Eleazar the priest shall take some of its blood with his finger, and  o sprinkle some of its blood toward the front of the tent of meeting seven times. 5And the heifer shall be burned in his sight.  p Its skin, its flesh, and its blood, with its dung, shall be burned. 6And the priest shall take  q cedarwood and hyssop and scarlet yarn, and throw them into the fire burning the heifer. 7Then the priest  r shall wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and afterward he may come into the camp. But the priest shall be unclean until evening. 8 s The one who burns the heifer  r shall wash his clothes in water and bathe his body in water and shall be unclean until evening. 9And a man who is clean shall gather up  t the ashes of the heifer and deposit them outside the camp in a  u clean place. And they shall be kept for the water for  v impurity for the congregation of the people of Israel; it is a sin offering. 10And the one who gathers the ashes of the heifer  r shall wash his clothes and be unclean until evening. And this shall be a perpetual statute for the people of Israel, and for the stranger who sojourns among them.

   11[†] w “Whoever touches the dead body of any person shall be unclean seven days. 12He  x shall cleanse himself with the water on the third day and on the seventh day, and so be clean. But if he does not cleanse himself on the third day and on the seventh day, he will not become clean. 13Whoever touches a dead person, the body of anyone who has died, and does not cleanse himself,  y defiles the tabernacle of the LORD,  z and that person shall be cut off from Israel; because the water for impurity was not thrown on him, he shall be unclean. His uncleanness is still on him.

   14“This is the law when someone dies in a tent: everyone who comes into the tent and everyone who is in the tent shall be unclean seven days. 15And every  a open vessel that has no cover fastened on it is unclean. 16 b Whoever in the open field touches someone who was killed with a sword or who died naturally, or touches a human bone or a  c grave, shall be unclean seven days. 17For the unclean they shall take  d some ashes of the burnt sin offering, and fresh [1] water shall be added in a vessel. 18Then a clean person shall take  e hyssop and dip it in the water and sprinkle it on the tent and on all the furnishings and on the persons who were there and on whoever touched the bone, or the slain or the dead or the grave. 19And the clean person shall sprinkle it on the unclean  f on the third day and on the seventh day.  g Thus on the seventh day he shall cleanse him, and he shall  h wash his clothes and bathe himself in water, and at evening he shall be clean.

   20“If the man who is unclean does not cleanse himself,  i that person shall be cut off from the midst of the assembly, since he has defiled the sanctuary of the LORD. Because the water for impurity has not been thrown on him, he is unclean. 21And it shall be a statute forever for them. The one who sprinkles the water for impurity shall wash his clothes, and the one who touches the water for impurity shall be unclean until evening. 22And  j whatever the unclean person touches shall be unclean, and anyone who touches it shall be unclean until evening.”

  The Death of Miriam

   NUMBERS 20 [†]And the people of Israel, the whole congregation, came  k into the wilderness of Zin in the first month, and the people stayed in Kadesh. And  l Miriam died there and was buried there.

  The Waters of Meribah

   2[†] m Now there was no water for the congregation.  n And they assembled themselves together against Moses and against Aaron. 3And the people  o quarreled with Moses and said, “Would that we had perished  p when our brothers perished before the LORD! 4Why have you brought the assembly of the LORD into this wilderness, that we should die here, both we and our cattle? 5And  q why have you made us come up out of Egypt to bring us to this evil place? It is no place for grain or figs or vines or pomegranates, and there is no water to drink.” 6Then Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly to the entrance of the tent of meeting and  r fell on their faces.  s And the glory of the LORD appeared to them, 7and the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 8 t “Take the staff, and assemble the congregation, you and Aaron your brother, and tell the rock before their eyes to yield its water. So  u you shall bring water out of the rock for them and give drink to the congregation and their cattle.” 9And Moses took the staff  v from before the LORD, as he commanded him.

  Moses Strikes the Rock

   10Then Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock, and he said to them,  w “Hear now, you rebels: shall we bring water for you out of this rock?” 11And Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock with his staff twice,  u and water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their livestock. 12And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “Because  x you did not believe in me,  y to uphold me as holy in the eyes of the people of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land that I have given them.” 13 z These are the waters of Meribah, [1] where the people of Israel quarreled with the LORD, and through them he showed himself holy.

  Edom Refuses Passage

   14[†] a Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to  b the king of Edom: “Thus says  c your brother Israel: You know all the hardship that we have met: 15 d how our fathers went down to Egypt,  e and we lived in Egypt a long time.  f And the Egyptians dealt harshly with us and our fathers. 16[†]And  g when we cried to the LORD, he heard our voice and  h sent an angel and brought us out of Egypt. And here we are in Kadesh, a city on the edge of your territory. 17[†] i Please let us pass through your land. We will not pass through field or vineyard,  j or drink water from a well. We will go along the King’s Highway. We will not turn aside to the right hand or to the left until we have passed through your territory.” 18But Edom said to him, “You shall not pass through, lest I come out with the sword against you.” 19And the people of Israel said to him, “We will go up by the highway,  k and if we drink of your water, I and my livestock,  l then I will pay for it. Let me only pass through on foot, nothing more.” 20But he said,  m “You shall not pass through.” And Edom came out against them with a large army and with a strong force. 21Thus Edom  n refused to give Israel passage through his territory, so Israel  o turned away from him.

  The Death of Aaron

   22[†]And they journeyed from  p Kadesh, and the people of Israel, the whole congregation, came to  q Mount Hor. 23And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron at Mount Hor, on the border of the land of Edom, 24 r “Let Aaron be gathered to his people, for he shall not enter the land that I have given to the people of Israel, because  s you rebelled against my command at the waters of Meribah. 25Take Aaron and Eleazar his son and bring them up to Mount Hor. 26[†]And strip Aaron of his garments and put them on Eleazar his son. And Aaron  r shall be gathered to his people and shall die there.” 27Moses did as the LORD commanded. And they went up Mount Hor in the sight of all the congregation. 28[†] t And Moses stripped Aaron of his garments and put them on Eleazar his son. And Aaron died there  u on the top of the mountain. Then Moses and Eleazar came down from the mountain. 29And when all the congregation saw that Aaron had perished,  v all the house of Israel wept for Aaron thirty days.

  Arad Destroyed

   NUMBERS 21 [†]When  w the Canaanite, the king of Arad, who lived in  x the Negeb, heard that Israel was coming by the way of Atharim, he fought against Israel, and took some of them captive. 2[†] y And Israel vowed a vow to the LORD and said, “If you will indeed give this people into my hand, then I will devote their cities to destruction.” [1] 3And the LORD heeded the voice of Israel and gave over the Canaanites, and they devoted them and their cities to destruction. So the name of the place was called  z Hormah. [2]

  The Bronze Serpent

   4[†]From Mount Hor  a they set out by the way to the Red Sea,  b to go around the land of Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 5And the people  c spoke against God and against Moses,  d “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and  e we loathe this worthless food.” 6 f Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and  g they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. 7 h And the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you.  i Pray to the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” 9[†]So  j Moses made a bronze [3] serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live.

  The Song of the Well

   10[†]And the people of Israel set out and  k camped in Oboth. 11 k And they set out from Oboth and  k camped at Iye-abarim, in the wilderness that is opposite Moab, toward the sunrise. 12From there they set out and camped in  l the Valley of Zered. 13From there they set out and camped on the other side of the Arnon, which is in the wilderness that extends from the border of the Amorites, for the  m Arnon is the border of Moab, between Moab and the Amorites. 14[†]Therefore it is said in the Book of the Wars of the LORD,

   “Waheb in Suphah, and the valleys of the Arnon,

  15 and the slope of the valleys

  that extends to the seat of  n Ar,

  and leans to the border of Moab.”

   16[†]And from there they continued  o to Beer; [4] that is the well of which the LORD said to Moses, “Gather the people together, so that  p I may give them water.” 17Then Israel sang this song:

   “Spring up, O well!—Sing to it!—

  18 the well that the princes made,

  that the nobles of the people dug,

  with  q the scepter and with their staffs.”

  And from the wilderness they went on to Mattanah, 19and from Mattanah to Nahaliel, and from Nahaliel to Bamoth, 20and from Bamoth to the valley lying in the region of Moab by the top of Pisgah  r that looks down on the desert. [5]

  King Sihon Defeated

   21[†]Then  s Israel sent messengers to Sihon king of the Amorites, saying, 22 t “Let me pass through your land. We will not turn aside into field or vineyard. We will not drink the water of a well. We will go by the King’s Highway until we have passed through your territory.” 23 u But Sihon would not allow Israel to pass through his territory. He gathered all his people together and went out against Israel to the wilderness and  v came to Jahaz and fought against Israel. 24 w And Israel defeated him with the edge of the sword and took possession of his land from the Arnon to the  x Jabbok, as far as to the Ammonites, for the border of the Ammonites was strong. 25And Israel took all these cities, and Israel settled in all the cities of the Amorites, in Heshbon, and in all its villages. 26For Heshbon was the city of Sihon the king of the Amorites, who had fought against the former king of Moab and taken all his land out of his hand, as far as the Arnon. 27[†]Therefore the  y ballad singers say,

   “Come to  z Heshbon, let it be built;

  let the city of Sihon be established.

  28 For  a fire came out from  z Heshbon,

  flame from the city of Sihon.

  It devoured  n Ar of Moab,

  and swallowed [6] the heights of the Arnon.

  29[†]  a Woe to you, O Moab!

  You are undone, O people of  b Chemosh!

  He has made his sons fugitives,

  and his daughters captives,

  to an Amorite king, Sihon.

  30 So we overthrew them;

  Heshbon, as far as  c Dibon, perished;

  and we laid waste as far as Nophah;

  fire spread as far as  d Medeba.” [7]

  King Og Defeated

   31[†]Thus Israel lived in the land of the Amorites. 32And Moses sent to spy out  e Jazer, and they captured its villages and dispossessed the Amorites who were there. 33Then they turned and went up by the way to Bashan. And Og the king of Bashan came out against them, he and all his people, to battle  f at Edrei. 34 g But the LORD said to Moses, “Do not fear him, for I have given him into your hand, and all his people, and his land. And  h you shall do to him as you did to Sihon king of the Amorites, who lived at Heshbon.” 35So they defeated him and his sons and all his people, until he had no survivor left. And they possessed his land.

  Balak Summons Balaam

   NUMBERS 22 [†]Then  i the people of Israel set out and camped in the plains of Moab beyond the Jordan at Jericho. 2And  j Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites. 3And  k Moab was in great dread of the people, because they were many. Moab was overcome with fear of the people of Israel. 4And Moab said to  l the elders of Midian, “This horde will now lick up all that is around us, as the ox licks up the grass of the field.” So Balak the son of Zippor, who was king of Moab at that time, 5 m sent messengers to Balaam the son of Beor  n at Pethor, which is near the River in the land of the people of Amaw, [1] to call him, saying, “Behold, a people has come out of Egypt. They cover the face of the earth, and they are dwelling opposite me. 6 o Come now, curse this people for me, since they are too mighty for me. Perhaps I shall be able to defeat them and drive them from the land, for I know that he whom you bless is blessed, and he whom you curse is cursed.”

   7[†]So the elders of Moab and  l the elders of Midian departed with  p the fees for divination in their hand. And they came to Balaam and gave him Balak’s message. 8And he said to them, “Lodge here tonight, and I will bring back word to you, as the LORD speaks to me.” So the princes of Moab stayed with Balaam. 9 q And God came to Balaam and said, “Who are these men with you?” 10And Balaam said to God, “Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, has sent to me, saying, 11‘Behold, a people has come out of Egypt, and it covers the face of the earth. Now come, curse them for me. Perhaps I shall be able to fight against them and drive them out.’” 12God said to Balaam, “You shall not go with them. You shall not curse the people, for  r they are blessed.” 13So Balaam rose in the morning and said to the princes of Balak, “Go to your own land, for the LORD has refused to let me go with you.” 14So the princes of Moab rose and went to Balak and said, “Balaam refuses to come with us.”

   15[†]Once again Balak sent princes, more in number and more honorable than these. 16And they came to Balaam and said to him, “Thus says Balak the son of Zippor: ‘Let nothing hinder you from coming to me, 17 s for I will surely do you great honor, and whatever you say to me I will do.  t Come, curse this people for me.’” 18But Balaam answered and said to the servants of Balak,  u “Though Balak were to give me his house full of silver and gold,  v I could not go beyond the command of the LORD my God to do less or more. 19[†]So you, too,  w please stay here tonight, that I may know what more the LORD will say to me.” 20 q And God came to Balaam at night and said to him, “If the men have come to call you, rise, go with them;  x but only do what I tell you.” 21So Balaam rose in the morning and saddled his donkey and went with the princes of Moab.

  Balaam’s Donkey and the Angel

   22[†]But God’s anger was kindled because he went,  y and the angel of the LORD took his stand in the way  z as his adversary. Now he was riding on the donkey, and his two servants were with him. 23And the donkey saw the angel of the LORD standing in the road, with a drawn sword in his hand. And the donkey turned aside out of the road and went into the field. And Balaam struck the donkey, to turn her into the road. 24Then the angel of the LORD stood in a narrow path between the vineyards, with a wall on either side. 25And when the donkey saw the angel of the LORD, she pushed against the wall and pressed Balaam’s foot against the wall. So he struck her again. 26Then the angel of the LORD went ahead and stood in a narrow place, where there was no way to turn either to the right or to the left. 27When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD, she lay down under Balaam. And Balaam’s anger was kindled, and he struck the donkey with his staff. 28Then the LORD  a opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said to Balaam, “What have I done to you, that you have struck me these three times?” 29And Balaam said to the donkey, “Because you have made a fool of me. I wish I had a sword in my hand, for then I would kill you.” 30And the donkey said to Balaam, “Am I not your donkey, on which you have ridden all your life long to this day? Is it my habit to treat you this way?” And he said, “No.”

   31Then the LORD  b opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way, with his drawn sword in his hand. And he bowed down and fell on his face. 32And the angel of the LORD said to him, “Why have you struck your donkey these three times? Behold, I have come out  c to oppose you because your way is perverse [2] before me. 33The donkey saw me and turned aside before me these three times. If she had not turned aside from me, surely just now I would have killed you and let her live.” 34[†]Then Balaam said to the angel of the LORD,  d “I have sinned, for I did not know that you stood in the road against me. Now therefore, if it is evil in your sight, I will turn back.” 35And the angel of the LORD said to Balaam, “Go with the men,  e but speak only the word that I tell you.” So Balaam went on with the princes of Balak.

   36[†]When Balak heard that Balaam had come, he went out to meet him at the city of Moab,  f on the border formed by the Arnon, at the extremity of the border. 37And Balak said to Balaam, “Did I not send to you to call you? Why did you not come to me? Am I not able to  g honor you?” 38Balaam said to Balak, “Behold, I have come to you! Have I now any power of my own to speak anything?  h The word that God puts in my mouth, that must I speak.” 39[†]Then Balaam went with Balak, and they came to Kiriath-huzoth. 40And Balak sacrificed oxen and sheep, and sent for Balaam and for the princes who were with him.

   41[†]And in the morning Balak took Balaam and brought him up to Bamoth-baal, and from there he saw a fraction of the people.

  Balaam’s First Oracle

   NUMBERS 23 And Balaam said to Balak,  i “Build for me here seven altars, and prepare for me here seven bulls and seven rams.” 2Balak did as Balaam had said. And Balak and Balaam  j offered on each altar a bull and a ram. 3And Balaam said to Balak,  k “Stand beside your burnt offering, and I will go. Perhaps the LORD will come  l to meet me, and whatever he shows me I will tell you.” And he went to a bare height, 4 m and God met Balaam. And Balaam said to him, “I have arranged the seven altars and I have offered on each altar a bull and a ram.” 5And the LORD  n put a word in Balaam’s mouth and said, “Return to Balak, and thus you shall speak.” 6And he returned to him, and behold, he and all the princes of Moab were standing beside his burnt offering. 7And Balaam  o took up his discourse and said,

   “From  p Aram Balak has brought me,

  the king of Moab  q from the eastern mountains:

  ‘Come,  r curse Jacob for me,

  and come, denounce Israel!’

  8 How can I curse whom God has not cursed?

  How can I denounce whom the LORD has not denounced?

  9[†] For from the top of the crags  s I see him,

  from the hills I behold him;

  behold,  t a people dwelling alone,

  and  u not counting itself among the nations!

  10[†]  v Who can count the dust of Jacob

  or number the fourth part [1] of Israel?

  Let me die  w the death of the upright,

  and let my end be like his!”

   11And Balak said to Balaam, “What have you done to me?  x I took you to curse my enemies, and behold, you have done nothing but bless them.” 12And he answered and said,  y “Must I not take care to speak what the LORD puts in my mouth?”

  Balaam’s Second Oracle

   13[†]And Balak said to him, “Please come with me to another place, from which you may see them. You shall see only a fraction of them and shall not see them all. Then curse them for me from there.” 14And he took him to the field of Zophim, to the top of Pisgah,  z and built seven altars and offered a bull and a ram on each altar. 15Balaam said to Balak,  a “Stand here beside your burnt offering, while I meet the LORD over there.” 16And the LORD met Balaam and  b put a word in his mouth and said, “Return to Balak, and thus shall you speak.” 17And he came to him, and behold, he was standing beside his burnt offering, and the princes of Moab with him. And Balak said to him, “What has the LORD spoken?” 18And Balaam took up his discourse and said,

   “Rise, Balak, and hear;

  give ear to me, O son of Zippor:

  19[†]  c God is not man, that he should lie,

  or a son of man, that he should change his mind.

  Has he said, and will he not do it?

  Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it?

  20 Behold, I received a command to bless:

   d he has blessed, and  e I cannot revoke it.

  21[†]  f He has not beheld misfortune in Jacob,

  nor has he seen trouble in Israel.

  The LORD their God is with them,

  and the shout of a king is among them.

  22  g God brings them out of Egypt

  and is for them like  h the horns of the wild ox.

  23[†] For there is no enchantment against Jacob,

  no  i divination against Israel;

  now it shall be said of Jacob and Israel,

   j ‘What has God wrought!’

  24[†] Behold, a people!  k As a lioness it rises up

  and as a lion it lifts itself;

   l it does not lie down until it has devoured the prey

  and drunk the blood of the slain.”

   25And Balak said to Balaam, “Do not curse them at all, and do not bless them at all.” 26But Balaam answered Balak, “Did I not tell you,  m ‘All that the LORD says, that I must do’?” 27And Balak said to Balaam,  n “Come now, I will take you to another place. Perhaps it will please God that you may curse them for me from there.” 28So Balak took Balaam to the top of  o Peor, which overlooks  p the desert. [2] 29And Balaam said to Balak,  q “Build for me here seven altars and prepare for me here seven bulls and seven rams.” 30 r And Balak did as Balaam had said, and offered a bull and a ram on each altar.

  Balaam’s Third Oracle

   NUMBERS 24 [†]When Balaam saw that it pleased the LORD to bless Israel, he did not go, as at  s other times, to look for omens, but set his face toward the wilderness. 2And Balaam lifted up his eyes and saw Israel  t camping tribe by tribe. And  u the Spirit of God came upon him, 3and he  v took up his discourse and said,

   “The oracle of Balaam the son of Beor,

  the oracle of the man whose eye is opened, [1]

  4 the oracle of him who hears the words of God,

  who sees the vision of the Almighty,

   w falling down with his eyes uncovered:

  5[†] How lovely are your tents, O Jacob,

  your encampments, O Israel!

  6 Like palm groves [2] that stretch afar,

  like gardens beside a river,

   x like aloes  y that the LORD has planted,

  like cedar trees beside the waters.

  7[†] Water shall flow from his buckets,

  and his seed shall be  z in many waters;

  his king shall be higher than  a Agag,

  and  b his kingdom shall be exalted.

  8 God brings him out of Egypt

  and is for him like the  c horns of the wild ox;

  he shall  d eat up the nations, his adversaries,

  and shall  e break their bones in pieces

  and  f pierce them through with his arrows.

  9[†] He crouched, he lay down like a lion

  and  g like a lioness; who will rouse him up?

   h Blessed are those who bless you,

  and cursed are those who curse you.”

   10And Balak’s anger was kindled against Balaam, and he  i struck his hands together. And Balak said to Balaam,  j “I called you to curse my enemies, and behold, you have blessed them these three times. 11Therefore now flee to your own place. I said,  k ‘I will certainly honor you,’ but the LORD has held you back from honor.” 12And Balaam said to Balak, “Did I not tell your messengers whom you sent to me, 13 l ‘If Balak should give me his house full of silver and gold, I would not be able to go beyond the word of the LORD, to do either good or bad  m of my own will. What the LORD speaks, that will I speak’? 14And now, behold, I am going to my people. Come,  n I will let you know what this people will do to your people  o in the latter days.”

  Balaam’s Final Oracle

   15[†] p And he took up his discourse and said,

   “The oracle of Balaam the son of Beor,

  the oracle of the man whose eye is opened,

  16 the oracle of him who hears the words of God,

  and knows the knowledge of  q the Most High,

  who sees the vision of the Almighty,

   r falling down with his eyes uncovered:

  17[†]  s I see him, but not now;

  I behold him, but not near:

   t a star shall come out of Jacob,

  and  u a scepter shall rise out of Israel;

  it shall  v crush the forehead [3] of Moab

  and break down all the sons of Sheth.

  18[†]  w Edom shall be dispossessed;

   x Seir also, his enemies, shall be dispossessed.

  Israel is doing valiantly.

  19[†] And one from Jacob shall exercise dominion

  and destroy the survivors of cities!”

   20[†]Then he looked on Amalek and  y took up his discourse and said,

   “Amalek was the first among the nations,

   z but its end is utter destruction.”

   21[†]And he looked on the Kenite, and took up his discourse and said,

   “Enduring is your dwelling place,

  and your nest is set in the rock.

  22 Nevertheless, Kain shall be burned

  when Asshur takes you away captive.”

   23[†]And he took up his discourse and said,

   “Alas, who shall live when God does this?

  24 But ships shall come from  a Kittim

  and shall afflict Asshur and  b Eber;

  and he too  c shall come to utter destruction.”

   25[†]Then Balaam rose and  d went back to his place. And Balak also went his way.

  Baal Worship at Peor

   NUMBERS 25 [†]While Israel lived in  e Shittim,  f the people began to whore with the daughters of Moab. 2 g These invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people ate and bowed down to their gods. 3[†]So Israel yoked himself to Baal of Peor. And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel. 4[†]And the LORD said to Moses,  h “Take all the chiefs of the people and  i hang [1] them in the sun before the LORD,  j that the fierce anger of the LORD may turn away from Israel.” 5And Moses said to  k the judges of Israel,  l “Each of you kill those of his men who have yoked themselves to Baal of Peor.”

   6[†]And behold, one of the people of Israel came and brought a Midianite woman to his family, in the sight of Moses and in the sight of the whole congregation of the people of Israel, while they were  m weeping in the entrance of the tent of meeting. 7[†] n When Phinehas  o the son of Eleazar, son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose and left the congregation and took a spear in his hand 8and went after the man of Israel into the chamber and pierced both of them, the man of Israel and the woman through her belly. Thus the plague on the people of Israel was stopped. 9[†]Nevertheless,  p those who died by the plague were twenty-four thousand.

  The Zeal of Phinehas

   10And the LORD said to Moses, 11“Phinehas the son of Eleazar, son of Aaron the priest, has turned back my wrath from the people of Israel, in that he  q was jealous with my jealousy among them, so that I did not consume the people of Israel in  r my jealousy. 12Therefore say,  s ‘Behold, I give to him my covenant of peace, 13and it shall be to him and to  t his descendants after him the covenant of  u a perpetual priesthood, because he was jealous for his God and made atonement for the people of Israel.’”

   14The name of the slain man of Israel, who was killed with the Midianite woman, was Zimri the son of Salu, chief of a father’s house belonging to the Simeonites. 15And the name of the Midianite woman who was killed was Cozbi the daughter of  v Zur, who was the tribal head of a father’s house in Midian.

   16[†]And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 17 w “Harass the Midianites and strike them down, 18for they have harassed you with their  x wiles, with which they beguiled you in the matter of  y Peor, and in the matter of Cozbi, the daughter of the chief of Midian, their sister, who was killed on the day of the plague on account of Peor.”

  Census of the New Generation

   NUMBERS 26 [†] z After the plague, the LORD said to Moses and to Eleazar the son of Aaron, the priest, 2 a “Take a census of all the congregation of the people of Israel, from twenty years old and upward, by their fathers’ houses, all in Israel who are able to go to war.” 3And Moses and Eleazar the priest spoke with them  b in the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho, saying, 4“Take a census of the people, [1] from twenty years old and upward,” as the LORD  c commanded Moses. The people of Israel who came out of the land of Egypt were:

   5 d Reuben, the firstborn of Israel; the sons of Reuben: of Hanoch, the clan of the Hanochites; of Pallu, the clan of the Palluites; 6of Hezron, the clan of the Hezronites; of Carmi, the clan of the Carmites. 7These are the clans of the Reubenites, and those listed were  e 43,730. 8And the sons of Pallu: Eliab. 9[†]The sons of Eliab: Nemuel, Dathan, and Abiram. These are the Dathan and Abiram,  f chosen from the congregation, who contended against Moses and Aaron in the company of Korah, when they contended against the LORD 10and  g the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up together with Korah, when that company died, when the fire devoured 250 men, and  h they became a warning. 11[†]But  i the sons of Korah did not die.

   12The sons of  j Simeon according to their clans: of Nemuel, the clan of the Nemuelites; of Jamin, the clan of the Jaminites; of Jachin, the clan of the Jachinites; 13of Zerah, the clan of the Zerahites; of Shaul, the clan of the Shaulites. 14These are the clans of the Simeonites,  k 22,200.

   15The sons of  l Gad according to their clans: of Zephon, the clan of the Zephonites; of Haggi, the clan of the Haggites; of Shuni, the clan of the Shunites; 16of Ozni, the clan of the Oznites; of Eri, the clan of the Erites; 17of Arod, the clan of the Arodites; of Areli, the clan of the Arelites. 18These are the clans of the sons of Gad as they were listed,  m 40,500.

   19[†]The sons of  n Judah were Er and Onan; and Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan. 20And the sons of Judah according to their clans were: of Shelah, the clan of the Shelanites; of Perez, the clan of the Perezites; of Zerah, the clan of the Zerahites. 21And the sons of Perez were: of Hezron, the clan of the Hezronites; of Hamul, the clan of the Hamulites. 22These are the clans of Judah as they were listed,  o 76,500.

   23The sons of  p Issachar according to their clans: of Tola, the clan of the Tolaites; of Puvah, the clan of the Punites; 24of Jashub, the clan of the Jashubites; of Shimron, the clan of the Shimronites. 25These are the clans of Issachar as they were listed,  q 64,300.

   26The sons of  r Zebulun, according to their clans: of Sered, the clan of the Seredites; of Elon, the clan of the Elonites; of Jahleel, the clan of the Jahleelites. 27These are the clans of the Zebulunites as they were listed,  s 60,500.

   28[†]The sons of  t Joseph according to their clans: Manasseh and Ephraim. 29 u The sons of Manasseh: of  v Machir, the clan of the Machirites; and Machir was the father of Gilead;  w of Gilead, the clan of the Gileadites. 30These are the sons of Gilead: of Iezer, the clan of the Iezerites; of Helek, the clan of the Helekites; 31and of Asriel, the clan of the Asrielites; and of Shechem, the clan of the Shechemites; 32and of Shemida, the clan of the Shemidaites; and of Hepher, the clan of the Hepherites. 33Now  x Zelophehad the son of Hepher had no sons, but daughters. And the names of the daughters of Zelophehad were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 34These are the clans of Manasseh, and those listed were  y 52,700.

   35These are the sons of Ephraim according to their clans: of Shuthelah, the clan of the Shuthelahites; of Becher, the clan of the Becherites; of Tahan, the clan of the Tahanites. 36And these are the sons of Shuthelah: of Eran, the clan of the Eranites. 37These are the clans of the sons of Ephraim as they were listed,  z 32,500. These are the sons of Joseph according to their clans.

   38The sons of  a Benjamin according to their clans: of Bela, the clan of the Belaites; of Ashbel, the clan of the Ashbelites; of Ahiram, the clan of the Ahiramites; 39of Shephupham, the clan of the Shuphamites; of Hupham, the clan of the Huphamites. 40And the sons of Bela were Ard and Naaman: of Ard, the clan of the Ardites; of Naaman, the clan of the Naamites. 41These are the sons of Benjamin according to their clans, and those listed were  b 45,600.

   42These are the sons of  c Dan according to their clans: of Shuham, the clan of the Shuhamites. These are the clans of Dan according to their clans. 43All the clans of the Shuhamites, as they were listed, were  d 64,400.

   44The sons of  e Asher according to their clans: of Imnah, the clan of the Imnites; of Ishvi, the clan of the Ishvites; of Beriah, the clan of the Beriites. 45Of the sons of Beriah: of Heber, the clan of the Heberites; of Malchiel, the clan of the Malchielites. 46And the name of the daughter of Asher was Serah. 47These are the clans of the sons of Asher as they were listed,  f 53,400.

   48The sons of  g Naphtali according to their clans: of Jahzeel, the clan of the Jahzeelites; of Guni, the clan of the Gunites; 49of Jezer, the clan of the Jezerites; of Shillem, the clan of the Shillemites. 50These are the clans of Naphtali according to their clans, and those listed were  h 45,400.

   51This was the list of the people of Israel,  i 601,730.

   52The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 53 j “Among these the land shall be divided for inheritance according to the number of names. 54 k To a large tribe you shall give a large inheritance, and to a small tribe you shall give a small inheritance; every tribe shall be given its inheritance in proportion to its list. 55But the land shall be  l divided by lot. According to the names of the tribes of their fathers they shall inherit. 56Their inheritance shall be divided according to lot between the larger and the smaller.”

   57 m This was the list of the Levites according to their clans: of Gershon, the clan of the Gershonites; of Kohath, the clan of the Kohathites; of Merari, the clan of the Merarites. 58These are the clans of Levi: the clan of the Libnites, the clan of the Hebronites, the clan of the Mahlites, the clan of the Mushites, the clan of the Korahites. And Kohath was the father of Amram. 59The name of Amram’s wife was  n Jochebed the daughter of Levi, who was born to Levi in Egypt. And she bore to Amram Aaron and Moses and Miriam their sister. 60 o And to Aaron were born Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 61 p But Nadab and Abihu died when they offered unauthorized fire before the LORD. 62And those listed were  q 23,000, every male from a month old and upward. For  r they were not listed among the people of Israel, because  s there was no inheritance given to them among the people of Israel.

   63These were those listed by Moses and Eleazar the priest, who listed the people of Israel  t in the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho. 64 u But among these there was not one of those listed by Moses and Aaron the priest, who had listed the people of Israel in the wilderness of Sinai. 65For the LORD had said of them,  v “They shall die in the wilderness.” Not one of them was left,  w except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun.

  The Daughters of Zelophehad

   NUMBERS 27 [†]Then drew near the daughters of  x Zelophehad the son of Hepher, son of Gilead, son of Machir, son of Manasseh, from the clans of Manasseh the son of Joseph. The names of his daughters were: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 2And they stood before Moses and before Eleazar the priest and before the chiefs and all the congregation, at the entrance of the tent of meeting, saying, 3[†]“Our father  y died in the wilderness. He was not among the company of those who gathered themselves together against the LORD  z in the company of Korah, but  a died for his own sin. And he had no sons. 4Why should the name of our father be taken away from his clan because he had no son?  b Give to us a possession among our father’s brothers.”

   5Moses  c brought their case before the LORD. 6And the LORD said to Moses, 7“The daughters of Zelophehad  d are right.  e You shall give them possession of an inheritance among their father’s brothers and transfer the inheritance of their father to them. 8And you shall speak to the people of Israel, saying, ‘If a man dies and has no son, then you shall transfer his inheritance to his daughter. 9And if he has no daughter, then you shall give his inheritance to his brothers. 10And if he has no brothers, then you shall give his inheritance to his father’s brothers. 11And if his father has no brothers, then you shall give his inheritance to the nearest  f kinsman of his clan, and he shall possess it. And it shall be for the people of Israel  g a statute and rule, as the LORD commanded Moses.’”

  Joshua to Succeed Moses

   12[†]The LORD said to Moses, “Go up into  h this mountain of Abarim and see the land that I have given to the people of Israel. 13When you have seen it, you also  i shall be gathered to your people, as your brother Aaron was, 14 j because you rebelled against my word in the wilderness of Zin when the congregation quarreled, failing  k to uphold me as holy at the waters before their eyes.” (These are  l the waters of Meribah of Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin.) 15Moses spoke to the LORD, saying, 16“Let the LORD,  m the God of the spirits of all flesh, appoint a man over the congregation 17who  n shall go out before them and come in before them, who shall lead them out and bring them in, that the congregation of the LORD may not be  o as sheep that have no shepherd.” 18So the LORD said to Moses, “Take  p Joshua the son of Nun, a man  q in whom is the Spirit, and  r lay your hand on him. 19Make him stand before Eleazar the priest and all the congregation, and you shall  s commission him in their sight. 20[†]You shall invest him with some of your authority,  t that all the congregation of the people of Israel may obey. 21And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire for him  u by the judgment of the Urim before the LORD. At his word they shall go out, and at his word they shall come in, both he and all the people of Israel with him, the whole congregation.” 22And Moses did as the LORD commanded him. He took Joshua and made him stand before Eleazar the priest and the whole congregation, 23and he laid his hands on him and  s commissioned him as the LORD directed through Moses.

  Daily Offerings

   NUMBERS 28 [†]The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Command the people of Israel and say to them, ‘My offering,  v my food for my food offerings, my  w pleasing aroma, you shall be careful to offer to me at its appointed time.’ 3 x And you shall say to them, This is the food offering that you shall offer to the LORD: two male lambs a year old without blemish, day by day, as a regular offering. 4The one lamb you shall offer in the morning, and the other lamb you shall offer at twilight; 5also  y a tenth of an ephah [1] of fine flour for  z a grain offering, mixed  a with a quarter of a hin [2] of beaten oil. 6It is a  b regular burnt offering, which was ordained at Mount Sinai for a pleasing aroma, a food offering to the LORD. 7Its drink offering shall be a quarter of a hin for each lamb. In the Holy Place you shall pour out a drink offering of strong drink to the LORD. 8The other lamb you shall offer at twilight. Like the grain offering of the morning, and like its drink offering, you shall offer it as a food offering, with a pleasing aroma to the LORD.

  Sabbath Offerings

   9[†]“On the Sabbath day, two male lambs a year old without blemish, and two tenths of an ephah of fine flour for a grain offering, mixed with oil, and its drink offering: 10this is  c the burnt offering of every Sabbath, besides the regular burnt offering and its drink offering.

  Monthly Offerings

   11[†] d “At the beginnings of your months, you shall offer a burnt offering to the LORD: two bulls from the herd, one ram, seven male lambs a year old without blemish; 12also  e three tenths of an ephah of fine flour for a grain offering, mixed with oil, for each bull, and two tenths of fine flour for a grain offering, mixed with oil, for the one ram; 13and a tenth of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering for every lamb; for a burnt offering with a pleasing aroma, a food offering to the LORD. 14Their drink offerings shall be half a hin of wine for a bull, a third of a hin for a ram, and a quarter of a hin for a lamb. This is the burnt offering of each month throughout the months of the year. 15Also  f one male goat for a sin offering to the LORD; it shall be offered besides the regular burnt offering and its drink offering.

  Passover Offerings

   16[†] g “On the fourteenth day of the first month is the LORD’s Passover, 17[†] h and on the fifteenth day of this month is a feast. Seven days shall unleavened bread be eaten. 18[†] i On the first day there shall be a holy convocation. You shall not do any ordinary work, 19[†]but offer a food offering, a burnt offering to the LORD: two bulls from the herd, one ram, and seven male lambs a year old;  j see that they are without blemish; 20also their grain offering of fine flour mixed with oil; three tenths of an ephah shall you offer for a bull, and two tenths for a ram; 21a tenth shall you offer for each of the seven lambs; 22also  k one male goat for a sin offering, to make atonement for you. 23You shall offer these besides the burnt offering of the morning, which is for a regular burnt offering. 24In the same way you shall offer daily, for seven days, the food of a food offering, with a pleasing aroma to the LORD. It shall be offered besides the regular burnt offering and its drink offering. 25And  l on the seventh day you shall have a holy convocation. You shall not do any ordinary work.

  Offerings for the Feast of Weeks

   26[†]“On  m the day of the firstfruits, when you offer a grain offering of new grain to the LORD at your Feast of Weeks, you shall have a holy convocation. You shall not do any ordinary work, 27but offer a burnt offering, with a pleasing aroma to the LORD:  n two bulls from the herd, one ram, seven male lambs a year old; 28also their grain offering of fine flour mixed with oil, three tenths of an ephah for each bull, two tenths for one ram, 29a tenth for each of the seven lambs; 30with  o one male goat, to make atonement for you. 31Besides the regular burnt offering and its grain offering, you shall offer them and their drink offering.  p See that they are without blemish.

  Offerings for the Feast of Trumpets

   NUMBERS 29 [†]“On the first day of the seventh month you shall have a holy convocation. You shall not do any ordinary work.  q It is a day for you to blow the trumpets, 2and you shall offer a burnt offering, for a pleasing aroma to the LORD: one bull from the herd, one ram, seven male lambs a year old without blemish; 3also their grain offering of fine flour mixed with oil, three tenths of an ephah [1] for the bull, two tenths for the ram, 4and one tenth for each of the seven lambs; 5with  o one male goat for a sin offering, to make atonement for you; 6besides  r the burnt offering of the new moon, and its grain offering, and  s the regular burnt offering and its grain offering, and their drink offering, according to the rule for them, for a pleasing aroma, a food offering to the LORD.

  Offerings for the Day of Atonement

   7[†] t “On the tenth day of this seventh month you shall have a holy convocation and  u afflict yourselves. [2] You shall do no work, 8but you shall offer a burnt offering to the LORD, a pleasing aroma: one bull from the herd, one ram, seven male lambs a year old:  v see that they are without blemish. 9And their grain offering shall be of fine flour mixed with oil, three tenths of an ephah for the bull, two tenths for the one ram, 10a tenth for each of the seven lambs: 11also  w one male goat for a sin offering, besides  x the sin offering of atonement, and the regular burnt offering and its grain offering, and their drink offerings.

  Offerings for the Feast of Booths

   12[†] y “On the fifteenth day of the seventh month you shall have a holy convocation. You shall not do any ordinary work, and you shall keep a feast to the LORD seven days. 13And  z you shall offer a burnt offering, a food offering, with a pleasing aroma to the LORD, thirteen bulls from the herd, two rams, fourteen male lambs a year old; they shall be without blemish; 14and their grain offering of fine flour mixed with oil, three tenths of an ephah for each of the thirteen bulls, two tenths for each of the two rams, 15and a tenth for each of the fourteen lambs; 16also one male goat for a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering and its drink offering.

   17“On the second day twelve bulls from the herd, two rams, fourteen male lambs a year old without blemish, 18with the grain offering and the drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs,  a in the prescribed quantities; 19also one male goat for a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering and its grain offering, and their drink offerings.

   20“On the third day eleven bulls, two rams, fourteen male lambs a year old without blemish, 21with the grain offering and the drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, in the prescribed quantities; 22also one male goat for a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering and its grain offering and its drink offering.

   23“On the fourth day ten bulls, two rams, fourteen male lambs a year old without blemish, 24with the grain offering and the drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, in the prescribed quantities; 25also one male goat for a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering and its drink offering.

   26“On the fifth day nine bulls, two rams, fourteen male lambs a year old without blemish, 27with the grain offering and the drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, in the prescribed quantities; 28also one male goat for a sin offering; besides the regular burnt offering and its grain offering and its drink offering.

   29“On the sixth day eight bulls, two rams, fourteen male lambs a year old without blemish, 30with the grain offering and the drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, in the prescribed quantities; 31also one male goat for a sin offering; besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering, and its drink offerings.

   32“On the seventh day seven bulls, two rams, fourteen male lambs a year old without blemish, 33with the grain offering and the drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, in the prescribed quantities; 34also one male goat for a sin offering; besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering, and its drink offering.

   35 b “On the eighth day you shall have a  c solemn assembly. You shall not do any ordinary work, 36but you shall offer a burnt offering, a food offering, with a pleasing aroma to the LORD: one bull, one ram, seven male lambs a year old without blemish, 37and the grain offering and the drink offerings for the bull, for the ram, and for the lambs, in the prescribed quantities; 38also one male goat for a sin offering; besides the regular burnt offering and its grain offering and its drink offering.

   39[†]“These you shall offer to the LORD at your  d appointed feasts, in addition to your  e vow offerings and your freewill offerings, for your burnt offerings, and for your grain offerings, and for your drink offerings, and for your peace offerings.”

   40 [3] So Moses told the people of Israel everything just as the LORD had commanded Moses.

  Men and Vows

   NUMBERS 30 [†]Moses spoke to  f the heads of the tribes of the people of Israel, saying, “This is what the LORD has commanded. 2 g If a man vows a vow to the LORD, or  h swears an oath to bind himself by a pledge, he shall not break his word.  i He shall do according to all that proceeds out of his mouth.

  Women and Vows

   3[†]“If a woman vows a vow to the LORD and binds herself by a pledge, while within her father’s house in her youth, 4and her father hears of her vow and of her pledge by which she has bound herself and says nothing to her, then all her vows shall stand, and every pledge by which she has bound herself shall stand. 5But if her father opposes her on the day that he hears of it, no vow of hers, no pledge by which she has bound herself shall stand. And the LORD will forgive her, because her father opposed her.

   6“If she marries a husband, while under her  j vows or any thoughtless utterance of her lips by which she has bound herself, 7and her husband hears of it and says nothing to her on the day that he hears, then her vows shall stand, and her pledges by which she has bound herself shall stand. 8But if, on the day that her husband comes to hear of it, he opposes her, then he makes void her  j vow that was on her, and the thoughtless utterance of her lips by which she bound herself.  k And the LORD will forgive her. 9(But any vow of a widow or of a divorced woman, anything by which she has bound herself, shall stand against her.) 10[†]And if she vowed in her husband’s house or bound herself by a pledge with an oath, 11and her husband heard of it and said nothing to her and did not oppose her, then all her vows shall stand, and every pledge by which she bound herself shall stand. 12But if her husband makes them null and void on the day that he hears them, then whatever proceeds out of her lips concerning her vows or concerning her pledge of herself shall not stand. Her husband has made them void, and  l the LORD will forgive her. 13Any vow and any binding oath to afflict herself, [1] her husband may establish, [2] or her husband may make void. 14But if her husband says nothing to her from day to day, then he establishes all her vows or all her pledges that are upon her. He has established them, because he said nothing to her on the day that he heard of them. 15But if he makes them null and void after he has heard of them, then  m he shall bear her iniquity.”

   16These are the statutes that the LORD commanded Moses about a man and his wife and about a father and his daughter while she is in her youth within her father’s house.

  Vengeance on Midian

   NUMBERS 31 [†]The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 n “Avenge the people of Israel on the Midianites. Afterward you shall  o be gathered to your people.” 3So Moses spoke to the people, saying, “Arm men from among you for the war, that they may go against Midian to execute the LORD’s vengeance on Midian. 4You shall send a thousand from each of the tribes of Israel to the war.” 5So there were provided, out of the thousands of Israel, a thousand from each tribe, twelve thousand  p armed for war. 6[†]And Moses sent them to the war, a thousand from each tribe, together with Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, with the vessels of the sanctuary and  q the trumpets for the alarm in his hand. 7They warred against Midian, as the LORD commanded Moses, and  r killed every male. 8They killed the kings of Midian with the rest of their slain,  s Evi, Rekem,  t Zur, Hur, and Reba, the five kings of Midian. And they also killed  u Balaam the son of Beor with the sword. 9And the people of Israel took captive the women of Midian and their little ones, and they took as plunder all their cattle, their flocks, and all their goods. 10All their cities in the places where they lived, and all their  v encampments, they burned with fire, 11 w and took all the spoil and all the plunder, both of man and of beast. 12Then they brought the captives and the plunder and the spoil to Moses, and to Eleazar the priest, and to the congregation of the people of Israel, at the camp on  x the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho.

   13[†]Moses and Eleazar the priest and all the chiefs of the congregation went to meet them outside the camp. 14And Moses was angry with  y the officers of the army, the commanders of thousands and the commanders of hundreds, who had come from service in the war. 15Moses said to them, “Have you  z let all the women live? 16Behold,  a these,  b on Balaam’s advice, caused the people of Israel to act treacherously against the LORD in the incident of  c Peor, and so  d the plague came among the congregation of the LORD. 17Now therefore,  e kill every male among the little ones, and kill every woman who has known man by lying with him. 18But all the young girls who have not known man by lying with him  f keep alive for yourselves. 19[†] g Encamp outside the camp seven days. Whoever of you has killed any person and  h whoever has touched any slain, purify yourselves and your captives on the third day and on the seventh day. 20You shall purify every garment, every article of skin, all work of goats’ hair, and every article of wood.”

   21Then Eleazar the priest said to the men in the army who had gone to battle: “This is the statute of the law that the LORD has commanded Moses: 22only the gold, the silver, the bronze, the iron, the tin, and the lead, 23everything that can stand the fire, you shall pass through the fire, and it shall be clean. Nevertheless, it shall also be purified  i with the water for impurity. And whatever cannot stand the fire, you shall pass through the water. 24You must  j wash your clothes on the seventh day, and you shall be clean. And afterward you may come into the camp.”

   25[†]The LORD said to Moses, 26“Take the count of the plunder that was taken, both of man and of beast, you and Eleazar the priest and the heads of the fathers’ houses of the congregation, 27and  k divide the plunder into two parts between the warriors who went out to battle and all the congregation. 28And levy for the LORD a tribute from the men of war who went out to battle,  l one out of five hundred, of the people and of the oxen and of the donkeys and of the flocks. 29Take it from their half and give it to Eleazar the priest as a contribution to the LORD. 30And from the people of Israel’s half you shall take  m one drawn out of every fifty, of the people, of the oxen, of the donkeys, and of the flocks, of all the cattle, and give them to the Levites  n who keep guard over the tabernacle of the LORD.” 31And Moses and Eleazar the priest did as the LORD commanded Moses.

   32Now the plunder remaining of the spoil that the army took was 675,000 sheep, 3372,000 cattle, 3461,000 donkeys, 35and 32,000 persons in all, women who had not known man by lying with him. 36And the half, the portion of those who had gone out in the army, numbered 337,500 sheep, 37and  o the LORD’s tribute of sheep was 675. 38The cattle were 36,000, of which the LORD’s tribute was 72. 39The donkeys were 30,500, of which the LORD’s tribute was 61. 40The persons were 16,000, of which the LORD’s tribute was 32 persons. 41And Moses gave the tribute, which was the contribution for the LORD, to Eleazar the priest,  p as the LORD commanded Moses.

   42From the people of Israel’s half, which Moses separated from that of the men who had served in the army— 43now the congregation’s half was 337,500 sheep, 4436,000 cattle, 45and 30,500 donkeys, 46and 16,000 persons— 47 q from the people of Israel’s half Moses took one of every 50, both of persons and of beasts, and gave them to the Levites who kept guard over the tabernacle of the LORD, as the LORD commanded Moses.

   48[†]Then  r the officers who were over the thousands of the army, the commanders of thousands and the commanders of hundreds, came near to Moses 49and said to Moses, “Your servants have counted the men of war who are under our command, and there is not a man missing from us. 50And we have brought the LORD’s offering, what each man found, articles of gold, armlets and bracelets, signet rings, earrings, and beads,  s to make atonement for ourselves before the LORD.” 51And Moses and Eleazar the priest received from them the gold, all crafted articles. 52And all the gold of the contribution that they presented to the LORD, from the commanders of thousands and the commanders of hundreds, was 16,750 shekels. [1] 53 t (The men in the army had each taken plunder for himself.) 54And Moses and Eleazar the priest received the gold from the commanders of thousands and of hundreds, and brought it into the tent of meeting,  u as a memorial for the people of Israel before the LORD.

  Reuben and Gad Settle in Gilead

   NUMBERS 32 [†]Now the people of Reuben and the people of Gad had a very great number of livestock. And they saw the land of  v Jazer and the land of Gilead, and behold, the place was a place for livestock. 2So the people of Gad and the people of Reuben came and said to Moses and to Eleazar the priest and to the chiefs of the congregation, 3[†] w “Ataroth,  x Dibon, Jazer, Nimrah, Heshbon, Elealeh, Sebam,  y Nebo, and Beon, 4the land  z that the LORD struck down before the congregation of Israel, is a land for livestock, and your servants have livestock.” 5And they said, “If we have found favor in your sight, let this land be given to your servants for a possession. Do not take us across the Jordan.”

   6[†]But Moses said to the people of Gad and to the people of Reuben, “Shall your brothers go to the war while you sit here? 7Why will you discourage the heart of the people of Israel from going over into the land that the LORD has given them? 8Your fathers did this,  a when I sent them from Kadesh-barnea to see the land. 9For when they went up to the Valley of Eshcol and saw the land, they discouraged the heart of the people of Israel from going into the land that the LORD had given them. 10 b And the LORD’s anger was kindled on that day, and he swore, saying, 11‘Surely none of the men who came up out of Egypt,  c from twenty years old and upward, shall see the land that I swore to give  d to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, because they have not wholly followed me, 12none except Caleb the son of Jephunneh the  e Kenizzite and Joshua the son of Nun, for  f they have wholly followed the LORD.’ 13And the LORD’s anger was kindled against Israel, and he made them  g wander in the wilderness forty years, until  h all the generation that had done evil in the sight of the LORD was gone. 14And behold, you have risen in your fathers’ place, a brood of sinful men, to increase still more the fierce anger of the LORD against Israel! 15For if you  i turn away from following him, he will again abandon them in the wilderness, and you will destroy all this people.”

   16Then they came near to him and said,  j “We will build sheepfolds here for our livestock, and cities for our little ones, 17but  k we will take up arms, ready to go before the people of Israel, until we have brought them to their place. And our little ones shall live in the fortified cities because of the inhabitants of the land. 18 l We will not return to our homes until each of the people of Israel has gained his inheritance. 19For we will not inherit with them on the other side of the Jordan and beyond,  m because our inheritance has come to us on this side of the Jordan to the east.” 20So  n Moses said to them, “If you will do this, if you will take up arms to go before the LORD for the war, 21and every armed man of you will pass over the Jordan before the LORD, until he has  o driven out his enemies from before him 22and the land is subdued before the LORD; then after that you shall return and be free of obligation to the LORD and to Israel, and  p this land shall be your possession before the LORD. 23[†]But if you will not do so, behold, you have sinned against the LORD, and  q be sure your sin will find you out. 24 r Build cities for your little ones and folds for your sheep, and do what you have promised.” 25And the people of Gad and the people of Reuben said to Moses, “Your servants will do as my lord commands. 26 s Our little ones, our wives, our livestock, and all our cattle shall remain there in the cities of Gilead, 27 t but your servants will pass over, every man who is  u armed for war, before the LORD to battle, as my lord orders.”

   28So  v Moses gave command concerning them to Eleazar the priest and to  w Joshua the son of Nun and to the heads of the fathers’ houses of the tribes of the people of Israel. 29And Moses said to them, “If the people of Gad and the people of Reuben, every man who is armed to battle before the LORD, will pass with you over the Jordan and the land shall be subdued before you, then you shall give them the land of Gilead for a possession. 30However, if they will not pass over with you armed, they shall have possessions among you in the land of Canaan.” 31And the people of Gad and the people of Reuben answered, “What the LORD has said to your servants, we will do. 32We will pass over armed before the LORD into the land of Canaan, and the possession of our inheritance shall remain with us beyond the Jordan.”

   33And  x Moses gave to them, to the people of Gad and to the people of Reuben and to the half-tribe of Manasseh the son of Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites and the kingdom of Og king of Bashan, the land and its cities with their territories, the cities of the land throughout the country. 34[†]And the people of Gad built  y Dibon,  z Ataroth,  a Aroer, 35Atroth-shophan,  b Jazer, Jogbehah, 36 c Beth-nimrah and Beth-haran,  d fortified cities, and folds for sheep. 37And the people of Reuben built  e Heshbon,  y Elealeh, Kiriathaim, 38 f Nebo, and  g Baal-meon ( h their names were changed), and  c Sibmah. And they gave other names to the cities that they built. 39And the sons of  i Machir the son of Manasseh went to Gilead and captured it, and dispossessed the Amorites who were in it. 40[†]And Moses  j gave Gilead to Machir the son of Manasseh, and he settled in it. 41And  k Jair the son of Manasseh went and captured their villages, and called them Havvoth-jair. [1] 42And Nobah went and captured Kenath and its villages, and called it Nobah, after his own name.

  Recounting Israel’s Journey

   NUMBERS 33 [†]These are the stages of the people of Israel, when they went out of the land of Egypt by their companies under the leadership of Moses and Aaron. 2Moses wrote down their starting places,  l stage by stage, by command of the LORD, and these are their stages according to their starting places. 3They  m set out from Rameses in  n the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first month. On the day after the Passover, the people of Israel went out  o triumphantly in the sight of all the Egyptians, 4while the Egyptians were burying all their firstborn,  p whom the LORD had struck down among them.  q On their gods also the LORD executed judgments.

   5[†]So the people of Israel set out from Rameses and camped at  r Succoth. 6And they set out from Succoth and camped at  s Etham, which is on the edge of the wilderness. 7And they set out from Etham and turned back to  t Pi-hahiroth, which is east of Baal-zephon, and they camped before Migdol. 8And they set out from before Hahiroth [1] and  u passed through the midst of the sea into the wilderness, and they  v went a three days’ journey in the wilderness of Etham and camped at Marah. 9And they set out from Marah and came to  w Elim; at Elim there were twelve springs of water and seventy palm trees, and they camped there. 10And they set out from Elim and camped by the Red Sea. 11And they set out from the Red Sea and camped in  x the wilderness of Sin. 12And they set out from the wilderness of Sin and camped at Dophkah. 13And they set out from Dophkah and camped at Alush. 14And they set out from Alush and camped at  y Rephidim, where there was no water for the people to drink. 15And they set out from Rephidim and camped in the  z wilderness of Sinai. 16[†]And they set out from the wilderness of Sinai and camped at  a Kibroth-hattaavah. 17And they set out from Kibroth-hattaavah and camped at  b Hazeroth. 18[†]And they  c set out from Hazeroth and camped at Rithmah. 19And they set out from Rithmah and camped at Rimmon-perez. 20And they set out from Rimmon-perez and camped at Libnah. 21And they set out from Libnah and camped at Rissah. 22And they set out from Rissah and camped at Kehelathah. 23And they set out from Kehelathah and camped at Mount Shepher. 24And they set out from Mount Shepher and camped at Haradah. 25And they set out from Haradah and camped at Makheloth. 26And they set out from Makheloth and camped at Tahath. 27And they set out from Tahath and camped at Terah. 28And they set out from Terah and camped at Mithkah. 29And they set out from Mithkah and camped at Hashmonah. 30[†]And they set out from Hashmonah and camped at Moseroth. 31And they set out from Moseroth and camped at  d Bene-jaakan. 32And they set out from Bene-jaakan and camped at  e Hor-haggidgad. 33And they set out from Hor-haggidgad and camped at  e Jotbathah. 34And they set out from Jotbathah and camped at Abronah. 35[†]And they set out from Abronah and camped at  f Ezion-geber. 36And they set out from Ezion-geber and camped in the  g wilderness of Zin (that is, Kadesh). 37[†]And they set out from  h Kadesh and camped at  i Mount Hor, on the edge of the land of Edom.

   38And Aaron the priest went up  j Mount Hor at the command of the LORD and died there, in the fortieth year after the people of Israel had come out of the land of Egypt, on the first day of the fifth month. 39And Aaron was  k 123 years old when he died on Mount Hor.

   40And  l the Canaanite, the king of Arad, who lived in the Negeb in the land of Canaan, heard of the coming of the people of Israel.

   41And they set out from Mount Hor and camped at Zalmonah. 42And they set out from Zalmonah and camped at Punon. 43And they set out from Punon and camped at  m Oboth. 44And they set out from Oboth and camped at  n Iye-abarim, in the territory of Moab. 45And they set out from Iyim and camped at  o Dibon-gad. 46And they set out from Dibon-gad and camped at Almon-diblathaim. 47And they set out from Almon-diblathaim  p and camped in the mountains of Abarim, before Nebo. 48And they set out from the mountains of Abarim and camped in  q the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho; 49they camped by the Jordan from Beth-jeshimoth as far as  r Abel-shittim in the plains of Moab.

  Drive Out the Inhabitants

   50[†]And the LORD spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho, saying, 51“Speak to the people of Israel and say to them,  s When you pass over the Jordan into the land of Canaan, 52then  t you shall drive out  u all the inhabitants of the land from before you and destroy all their  v figured stones and destroy all their metal images and demolish all their high places. 53And you shall take possession of the land and settle in it, for I have given the land to you to possess it. 54 w You shall inherit the land by lot according to your clans.  x To a large tribe you shall give a large inheritance, and to a small tribe you shall give a small inheritance. Wherever the lot falls for anyone, that shall be his. According to the tribes of your fathers you shall inherit. 55But if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before you, then those of them whom you let remain shall be as  y barbs in your eyes and thorns in your sides, and they shall trouble you in the land where you dwell. 56And I will do to you  z as I thought to do to them.”

  Boundaries of the Land

   NUMBERS 34 [†]The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Command the people of Israel, and say to them, When you enter  a the land of Canaan  b (this is the land that shall fall to you for an inheritance, the land of Canaan as defined by its borders), 3 c your south side shall be from the wilderness of Zin alongside Edom, and your southern border shall run from the end of  d the Salt Sea on the east. 4And your border shall turn south of  e the ascent of Akrabbim, and cross to Zin, and its limit shall be south of Kadesh-barnea. Then it shall go on to  e Hazar-addar, and pass along to Azmon. 5And the border shall turn  f from Azmon to  g the Brook of Egypt, and its limit shall be at the sea.

   6“For the western border, you shall have the Great Sea and its [1] coast. This shall be your western border.

   7[†]“This shall be your northern border: from the Great Sea you shall draw a line to  h Mount Hor. 8From Mount Hor you shall draw a line  i to Lebo-hamath, and the limit of the border shall be at  j Zedad. 9Then the border shall extend to Ziphron, and its limit shall be at  k Hazar-enan. This shall be your northern border.

   10[†]“You shall draw a line for your eastern border from Hazar-enan to Shepham. 11And the border shall go down from Shepham to  l Riblah on the east side of Ain. And the border shall go down and reach to the shoulder of  m the Sea of Chinnereth on the east. 12And the border shall go down to the Jordan, and its limit shall be at  n the Salt Sea. This shall be your land as defined by its borders all around.”

   13Moses commanded the people of Israel, saying,  o “This is the land that you shall inherit by lot, which the LORD has commanded to give to the nine tribes and to the half-tribe. 14 p For the tribe of the people of Reuben by fathers’ houses and the tribe of the people of Gad by their fathers’ houses have received their inheritance, and also the half-tribe of Manasseh. 15The two tribes and the half-tribe have received their inheritance beyond the Jordan east of Jericho, toward the sunrise.”

  List of Tribal Chiefs

   16[†]The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 17“These are the names of the men who shall divide the land to you for inheritance:  q Eleazar the priest and Joshua the son of Nun. 18You shall take one  r chief from every tribe to divide the land for inheritance. 19These are the names of the men: Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh. 20Of the tribe of the people of Simeon, Shemuel the son of Ammihud. 21Of the tribe of Benjamin, Elidad the son of Chislon. 22Of the tribe of the people of Dan a chief, Bukki the son of Jogli. 23Of the people of Joseph: of the tribe of the people of Manasseh a chief, Hanniel the son of Ephod. 24And of the tribe of the people of Ephraim a chief, Kemuel the son of Shiphtan. 25Of the tribe of the people of Zebulun a chief, Elizaphan the son of Parnach. 26Of the tribe of the people of Issachar a chief, Paltiel the son of Azzan. 27And of the tribe of the people of Asher a chief, Ahihud the son of Shelomi. 28Of the tribe of the people of Naphtali a chief, Pedahel the son of Ammihud. 29These are the men whom the LORD commanded to divide the inheritance for the people of Israel in the land of Canaan.”

  Cities for the Levites

   NUMBERS 35 [†]The LORD spoke to Moses in  s the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho, saying, 2 t “Command the people of Israel to give to the Levites some of the inheritance of their possession as cities for them to dwell in. And you shall give to the Levites pasturelands around the cities. 3The cities shall be theirs to dwell in, and their pasturelands shall be for their cattle and for their livestock and for all their beasts. 4The pasturelands of the cities, which you shall give to the Levites, shall reach from the wall of the city outward a thousand cubits [1] all around. 5And you shall measure, outside the city, on the east side two thousand cubits, and on the south side two thousand cubits, and on the west side two thousand cubits, and on the north side two thousand cubits, the city being in the middle. This shall belong to them as pastureland for their cities.

   6“The cities that you give to the Levites shall be  u the six cities of refuge, where you shall permit the manslayer to flee, and in addition to them you shall give forty-two cities. 7All the cities that you give to the Levites shall be  v forty-eight, with their pasturelands. 8And as for the cities that you shall give  w from the possession of the people of Israel,  x from the larger tribes you shall take many, and from the smaller tribes you shall take few; each, in proportion to the inheritance that it inherits, shall give of its cities to the Levites.”

  Cities of Refuge

   9[†]And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 10“Speak to the people of Israel and say to them,  y When you cross the Jordan into the land of Canaan, 11 z then you shall select cities to be cities of refuge for you, that the manslayer who kills any person without intent may flee there. 12The cities shall be for you a refuge from the avenger, that the manslayer may not die until he stands before the congregation for judgment. 13And the cities that you give shall be your  a six cities of refuge. 14 b You shall give three cities beyond the Jordan, and three cities in the land of Canaan, to be cities of refuge. 15These six cities shall be for refuge for the people of Israel, and  c for the stranger and for the sojourner among them, that anyone who kills any person without intent may flee there.

   16[†] d “But if he struck him down with an iron object, so that he died, he is a murderer. The murderer shall be put to death. 17And if he struck him down with a stone tool that could cause death, and he died, he is a murderer. The murderer shall be put to death. 18Or if he struck him down with a wooden tool that could cause death, and he died, he is a murderer. The murderer shall be put to death. 19 e The avenger of blood shall himself put the murderer to death; when he meets him, he shall put him to death. 20And if he pushed him out of hatred or hurled something at him,  f lying in wait, so that he died, 21or in enmity struck him down with his hand, so that he died, then he who struck the blow shall be put to death. He is a murderer.  e The avenger of blood shall put the murderer to death when he meets him.

   22[†]“But if he pushed him suddenly without enmity, or hurled anything on him  g without lying in wait 23or used a stone that could cause death, and without seeing him dropped it on him, so that he died, though he was not his enemy and did not seek his harm, 24then  h the congregation shall judge between the manslayer and  e the avenger of blood, in accordance with these rules. 25And the congregation shall rescue the manslayer from the hand of the avenger of blood, and the congregation shall restore him to his city of refuge to which he had fled, and he shall live in it  i until the death of the high priest  j who was anointed with the holy oil. 26But if the manslayer shall at any time go beyond the boundaries of his city of refuge to which he fled, 27and  e the avenger of blood finds him outside the boundaries of his city of refuge, and the avenger of blood kills the manslayer, he shall not be guilty of blood. 28For he must remain in his city of refuge  i until the death of the high priest, but after the death of the high priest the manslayer may return to the land of his possession. 29And these things shall be for  k a statute and rule for you throughout your generations in all your dwelling places.

   30[†]“If anyone kills a person, the murderer shall be put to death on the  l evidence of witnesses. But no person shall be put to death on the testimony of one witness. 31Moreover, you shall accept no ransom for the life of a murderer, who is guilty of death, but he shall be put to death. 32And you shall accept no ransom for him who has fled to his city of refuge, that he may return to dwell in the land before the death of the high priest. 33You shall not  m pollute the land in which you live, for blood  m pollutes the land, and no atonement can be made for the land for the blood that is shed in it, except  n by the blood of the one who shed it. 34 o You shall not defile the land in which you live, in the midst of which I dwell,  p for I the LORD dwell in the midst of the people of Israel.”

  Marriage of Female Heirs

   NUMBERS 36 [†]The heads of the fathers’ houses of the clan of the  q people of Gilead the son of Machir, son of Manasseh, from the clans of the people of Joseph, came near and spoke before Moses and before the chiefs, the heads of the fathers’ houses of the people of Israel. 2They said,  r “The LORD commanded my lord to give the land for inheritance by lot to the people of Israel, and  s my lord was commanded by the LORD to give the inheritance of Zelophehad our brother to his daughters. 3But if they are married to any of the sons of the other tribes of the people of Israel, then their inheritance will be taken from the inheritance of our fathers and added to the inheritance of the tribe into which they marry. So it will be taken away from the lot of our inheritance. 4And when  t the jubilee of the people of Israel comes, then their inheritance will be added to the inheritance of the tribe into which they marry, and their inheritance will be taken from the inheritance of the tribe of our fathers.”

   5And Moses commanded the people of Israel according to the word of the LORD, saying, “The tribe of the people of Joseph  u is right. 6This is what the LORD commands concerning the daughters of Zelophehad: ‘Let them marry whom they think best,  v only they shall marry within the clan of the tribe of their father. 7The inheritance of the people of Israel shall not be transferred from one tribe to another, for every one of the people of Israel  w shall hold on to the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers. 8And  x every daughter who possesses an inheritance in any tribe of the people of Israel shall be wife to one of the clan of the tribe of her father, so that every one of the people of Israel may possess the inheritance of his fathers. 9So no inheritance shall be transferred from one tribe to another, for each of the tribes of the people of Israel shall hold on to its own inheritance.’”

   10The daughters of Zelophehad did as the LORD commanded Moses, 11 y for Mahlah, Tirzah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Noah, the daughters of Zelophehad, were married to sons of their father’s brothers. 12They were married into the clans of the people of Manasseh the son of Joseph, and their inheritance remained in the tribe of their father’s clan.

   13[†]These are the commandments and the rules that the LORD commanded through Moses to the people of Israel  z in the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho.
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Study Notes for Numbers

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 1:1–10:10 Israel Prepares to Enter the Land. Numbers tells how Israel traveled from Mount Sinai to the Jordan Valley, the eastern border of the Promised Land. The first 10 chapters relate Israel’s preparations to enter the land.




FACT


Where do the events in Numbers take place? Chapters 1–9 take place near Mount Sinai. In chs. 10–12 the people travel to Kadesh, where they will spend the next 40 years (chs. 13–19). Next they journey toward Canaan (chs. 20–21), and in the final chapters of Numbers (22–36) they camp in the plains of Moab, across the Jordan River from the Promised Land.





NUMBERS—NOTE ON 1:1–46 This first census has two purposes: (1) to show that God’s promise of many descendants for Abraham has been fulfilled (Gen. 22:17); and (2) to count the number of men over 20 years old who could fight.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 1:1 The wilderness of Sinai is the area near Mount Sinai. Israel has been encamped there since Ex. 19:1. The tent of meeting, otherwise known as the tabernacle (see Exodus 25–31; 35–40), had been completed just one month earlier (Ex. 40:2). It now served as God’s earthly dwelling, where he gave instructions to Moses.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 1:3 All . . . able to go to war shows that the invasion of Canaan is about to happen.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 1:20–46 The number of men between the ages of 20 and 60 comes to 603,550. This counts every man able to go to war in Israel (see vv. 45–46). When women, children, and men under 20 and over 60 are included, the total population would probably have been about 2 million, a remarkable fulfillment of God’s promises.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 1:26–27 Judah is the largest tribe. Its position in the camp (2:3) and its leadership on the march (2:9) shows Judah’s importance among the tribes. David and Jesus came from this tribe.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 1:47–54 The Levites, the priestly tribe, were not included in the census because they were responsible for the tabernacle, the most vital part of the whole camp. They dismantled, carried, and reassembled the tabernacle (vv. 50–51) and guarded it from intruders. Laypeople were not allowed to enter the tabernacle, so the Levites were told to execute any outsider breaking in (vv. 51–53).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 2:1–34 This chapter describes how the camp was to be arranged and the order in which the tribes were to march. At the center of the camp was the tabernacle. Surrounding it were the Levites. Beyond them the other tribes were encamped.




Israel in Camp and on the March

Both in camp and on the march, the tabernacle (guarded by the Levites) is always at the center, as God is at the heart of the nation. The Judah group has pride of place in the camp and leads the nation on the march (capital letters designate the lead tribe in each of the four groups).


[image: Israel in Camp and on the March]







FACT


The arrangement of the Israelites’ camp symbolized the Lord’s prominence. It was arranged in a square, with the east side of the camp considered the prime position. This pattern is still followed by tent-dwellers today in the Middle East. In a Bedouin camp the chieftain’s tent occupies a central position. The families are then assigned positions around his tent.





NUMBERS—NOTE ON 2:2 It is unknown what Israel’s tribal banners and standards looked like. Facing could also be translated “at a distance from.” A gap had to be kept between the non-Levites and the tabernacle.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 2:14 Reuel is elsewhere called Deuel (1:14). The letters D and R are easily confused in Hebrew script.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 3:1–4:49 The two censuses of Levites count different groups. The first (3:1–51) counts every male Levite over one month old. The male Levites took the place of the firstborn males of the other tribes to serve the Lord, so the first census ensures that the number of the Levites matches the number of other firstborn sons. The second census (4:1–49) counts Levites between 30 and 50 years of age. This census aims to find if there are enough able-bodied male Levites to transport the tabernacle.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 3:1–4 This census begins with the priests, the most holy family of the Levites. The priests were descended from Aaron, who belonged to the Kohathite clan within the tribe of Levi (Ex. 6:16–25).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 3:5–10 The two main tasks of the Levites were (1) guarding the tabernacle from intruders and (2) ministering at the tabernacle (which included carrying it from place to place).




Positions and Duties of the Levites


[image: Positions and Duties of the Levites]






NUMBERS—NOTE ON 3:11–13 In the final plague, every firstborn male Egyptian and every firstborn of their cattle died, but the Israelite boys and cattle were spared. After this, all Israelite firstborn boys and cattle were dedicated to God. That meant the cattle were sacrificed and the boys should have served God in the sanctuary (Ex. 11:4–13:15). But after the golden calf incident, the Levites served in place of the firstborn boys (Ex. 32:25–29) from other tribes.




FACT


Guard duty. It was the Levites’ job to put to death anyone other than Aaron and his sons who attempted to enter the holy ground of the tabernacle. This included Israelites and not just outsiders. Only those whom God had chosen could be appointed to serve as priests.





NUMBERS—NOTE ON 3:14–39 The census results are listed by clan. Each clan is responsible for carrying a specific part of the tabernacle and for guarding a specific side of the tabernacle. The total number of Levites (v. 39) is 22,000, which is 300 less than the sum of the individual Levite clans. The likeliest explanation is that, correcting a copyist’s error, the number of Kohathites should be 8,300, not 8,600. The numerals 6 and 3 are very similar in Hebrew.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 3:43 all the firstborn males . . . were 22,273. If the total population was over 2 million, then this number would represent only firstborn males born since the exodus. Other interpreters understand this figure as the total of all the firstborn in Israel, which would indicate a much smaller total population.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 3:46–49 The census showed that there were 273 fewer Levites than firstborn males in the other tribes. To redeem these 273 Israelites who had no Levite to take their place, five shekels per person had to be paid (see Lev. 27:6). This would have been about a year’s pay for a herdsman.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 4:1–49 Levites between 30 and 50 years old were responsible for moving the tabernacle from campsite to campsite. This chapter specifies what each Levitical clan must do (vv. 3–33) and then records their number (vv. 34–49). For a full description of the tabernacle, see Exodus 25–31 and notes, and illustration.




FACT


Symbols of holiness are found all throughout Numbers. The tabernacle objects that were farther from the presence of God in the Most Holy Place could be made of ordinary materials like bronze. Within the Most Holy Place, everything was overlaid with pure gold.





NUMBERS—NOTE ON 4:1–20 The Kohathite priests handle the most holy items of the tabernacle (such as the ark, lampstand, and altars). The non-priestly Kohathites will die if they even look at these objects (compare Ex. 33:20).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 5:1–6:27 The concept of uncleanness is important in the Bible, and it is not what most people assume the term means (for a discussion of the term, see Introduction to Leviticus; see also Leviticus 11–16). There were different levels of uncleanness, ranging from a mild form caused by marital intercourse (Lev. 15:18), to moderate caused by skin disease (Leviticus 13), to severe uncleanness triggered by sins like idolatry, adultery, and homicide. Severe uncleanness had led to the Canaanites losing their land, and Israel was warned that the same thing could happen to them (Lev. 20:22–23). People who were unclean were forbidden to participate in worship. Their uncleanness could infect the tabernacle, making it impossible for God to dwell there. The Day of Atonement cleansed the tabernacle once a year (Leviticus 16) to ensure God’s continuing presence with his people. These regulations in Numbers 5–6 protect the camp from uncleanness so that the tabernacle will remain pure and God can stay with his people.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 5:1–4 The unclean must live separate from the people, outside the campsite (compare Lev. 13:46; 2 Kings 7:3).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 5:2 leprous. The skin conditions involved are described in Leviticus 13. dead. On the uncleanness caused by death, see Num. 19:11–22. discharge. See notes on Leviticus 15.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 5:5–10 This law expands on Lev. 6:1–7, which deals with the case of someone stealing his neighbor’s property and then taking an oath denying that he did so.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 5:11–31 The ritual described here is designed to distinguish between actual adultery (vv. 12–14a) and unwarranted suspicion (v. 14b). In Israel as well as in other ancient Near Eastern countries, adulterers faced the death penalty (Deut. 22:22). It is not clear what the threat that her womb swell and her thigh fall away means, but it could refer to miscarriage. The guilty wife is threatened with childlessness, while the innocent wife is assured she shall be free and shall conceive children (Num. 5:28; compare Gen. 20:17–18).




FACT


What is a “grain offering of jealousy”? This was part of a ritual to determine the guilt or innocence of a woman accused of adultery (5:11–31). Oil and frankincense were not poured over this offering, as they were with other grain offerings. The lack of these elements showed that this was not a joyful occasion.





NUMBERS—NOTE ON 5:15 grain offering. For the normal procedure, see Leviticus 2. The absence of oil and frankincense shows that this is not a joyful occasion.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 5:18 unbind the hair. An act of shaming, or perhaps of mourning (compare Lev. 10:6; 21:10).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 6:1–21 Nazirites were the most dedicated laypeople in the OT. Samson, Samuel, and John the Baptist were lifelong Nazirites, but usually a person vowed to become a Nazirite for a limited period of time.




FACT


Nazirites were dedicated laypersons. Samson, Samuel, and John the Baptist were lifelong Nazirites. 





NUMBERS—NOTE ON 6:7–12 Contact with death brought severe uncleanness. It had to be remedied by offering three sacrifices (sin, burnt, and guilt offerings; Lev. 1:14–16; 5:7–10, 14–16) and by starting the period of the Nazirite vow all over again: the previous period shall be void (Num. 6:12).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 6:7 his separation to God is on his head. The word translated “separation” is also used of the high priest’s crown (Lev. 8:9). Both the priestly crown and the Nazirite’s uncut hair reminded other people of their dedication to God’s service.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 6:13–20 When the period for which a Nazirite had dedicated himself ended, he had to bring various offerings. His unshaven head marked his dedication to God, and by burning the hair he symbolically gave himself to God. The shoulder of the ram is given to the priest, in addition to his usual share of the sacrifice (the breast and the thigh; see Lev. 7:31–34).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 6:22–27 This famous blessing shows that God’s will is to bless every Israelite, not just the Nazirites. The priests offer God’s blessing to the people.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 6:24–25 The LORD bless you. God blesses by giving good harvests, peace, children, and his own presence (Lev. 26:3–13). keep. That is, “guard” and “protect.” his face to shine upon you. A shining face indicates God’s favor on his people.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 6:26 The “countenance” is the face or its expression. For God to lift up his countenance involves taking notice of his people and treating them with favor. Peace (Hebrew shalom) involves more than the English sense of “lack of war”; it means total well-being.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 7:1–89 On the day when Moses had finished setting up the tabernacle. These events took place on or soon after the “first day of the first month” (see Ex. 40:2), a month before those described in Numbers 1–6, which began on “the first day of the second month” (1:1). Placing chs. 1–6 first helps readers see the significance of what is described in this chapter. Numbers 3–4 describes the duties of the priests and Levites; ch. 7 shows how the other tribes supported them. The Gershonites, who carried the tabernacle curtains and hangings, and the Merarites, who carried the poles, frames, and bases, were given wagons and oxen. The Kohathites, who carried the tabernacle furniture on shoulder poles, received none (v. 9).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 7:10–88 On 12 successive days the chiefs of the 12 tribes brought gifts to show their tribes’ support for the tabernacle worship. All made equal donations. As in chs. 1–4, the tribe of Judah takes the lead (see note on 1:26–27).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 7:89 This verse reinforces the importance of the tabernacle, where God speaks to Moses from between the two cherubim. For a description of the cherubim on the ark, see Ex. 25:10–22, and illustration.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 8:1–4 The lampstand is described more fully in Ex. 25:31–40. Its construction is explained in Ex. 37:17–24; see also illustration. This section gives instructions for its operation. The seven lamps . . . give light in front of the lampstand, so that their light shines on the table opposite it in the tabernacle (see illustration). On this table are 12 flat loaves of bread symbolizing the 12 tribes of Israel (Ex. 25:23–30). Light reflects God’s glorious presence (see notes on John 1:4–5; 8:12).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 8:5–22 The Levites took the place of the firstborn Israelites (vv. 16–18). Their cleansing made them fit to be offered to God. The leaders then laid hands on them, symbolizing that the Levites represent the congregation (vv. 9–11). Then, like parts of a sacrifice, they are offered as a wave offering (v. 11). “Sacrificial waving” is usually a side-to-side movement, but how the Levites were “waved” is unclear. Part of the Levites’ job is to guard the tabernacle. They protect the community by preventing an Israelite from approaching the sanctuary incorrectly and thus causing a plague (see v. 19).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 8:23–26 At age 50 Levites were to retire from the duty of the service because carrying the tabernacle was too hard for older men. They could continue as guards (vv. 25–26). In 4:23 Levites start carrying the tabernacle at age 30, but here they start at age 25. Perhaps from the ages of 25 to 30 they were apprentices.




FACT


Laying on of hands in the OT was used primarily in dealing with sacrificial offerings, usually animals. This act identified the animal as belonging to a particular person. The animal was seen to be taking that person’s place as a sacrifice.





NUMBERS—NOTE ON 9:1–5 The first Passover took place in Egypt just before the exodus. So this Passover, celebrated a year later at Sinai, was the first one that could look back to God’s faithfulness in bringing the people out of Egypt and through the Red Sea. On the fourteenth day (vv. 3, 5) places the celebration between the events described in chs. 7–8 and the censuses of chs. 1–4. according to all its statutes. See Exodus 12–13, which describes the original Passover in Egypt and gives many regulations about later Passover celebrations.




FACT


The delayed Passover (9:6–14) took place one month after the official Passover. It was for those who could not attend the regular Passover due to ceremonial uncleanness. Sharing in the Passover was a high privilege. Not participating in the Passover was grounds for exclusion from the community.





NUMBERS—NOTE ON 9:6–14 The regular Passover of the “first month” was carried out properly (v. 5), but some people could not join in because they were unclean through contact with a corpse (see ch. 19). If, therefore, they wanted to celebrate the Passover at another time, they were allowed to keep it one month later than usual (9:11–12). However, failure to celebrate the Passover when one is able to do so is a serious sin, punished by being cut off (v. 13). This could mean dying suddenly as a divine punishment, being executed, or being separated from the rest of the community. if a stranger sojourns among you (v. 14). Non-Israelites living among God’s people are not required to keep the Passover, but they are welcome to observe it if they would like (see Ex. 20:10; Lev. 16:29).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 9:15–23 Wherever and whenever the cloud moved, the people followed it until it stopped.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 9:15 the cloud covered the tabernacle. This evidence of God’s presence (compare Ex. 40:34–38) could be seen all the time by Israel.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 10:1–10 The trumpets signal when the different tribes are to set out (see vv. 5–7). They are also used to call the congregation (v. 3) or the chiefs (v. 4). Their use in war and on the festival days is described (vv. 9–10). But blowing the trumpets was also a kind of prayer, a plea to God to remember his people and their needs, that you may be remembered before the LORD your God (v. 9). Blowing the trumpets involves long notes, whereas sounding an alarm is done with short blasts. On the day of your gladness (v. 10) would include such occasions as festivals or victory celebrations after battle.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 10:11–12:16 Marching from Sinai to Kadesh. Numbers alternates sections on law-giving and organization with “travel reports.” In chs. 10–12 Israel moves from the foot of Mount Sinai to Kadesh (later called Kadesh-barnea; 32:8), an oasis on the southern border of Canaan. Another such report of travel will come in chs. 20–21.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 10:11–28 The people of Israel have been at Sinai for almost a full year (see Ex. 19:1). They now begin their journey to the Promised Land, following the cloud that represents God’s presence.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 10:29–32 The relationship of Hobab and Reuel to Jethro (Ex. 3:1; 18:1–2) is uncertain. The simplest solution is that Reuel and Jethro are alternative names of Moses’ father-in-law. This would make Hobab Moses’ brother-in-law. In Judg. 4:11, Hobab’s descendants are called Kenites, whereas here he is called a Midianite; the Kenites were most likely a subgroup of the Midianites. I will depart to my own land and to my kindred. Hobab apparently rejects a share in Canaan, and the text does not say whether Moses’ offer persuades him to reconsider. In Numbers 25 and 31, the Midianites are fierce enemies of Israel, but in Judg. 1:16 and 4:11, the Kenites are Israel’s allies in Canaan.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 10:33–36 The repetition of three days emphasizes the short distance that was traveled.




FACT


The ark of the covenant traveled in front of the Israelites as they marched to Kadesh (10:33); like the cloud (11:25), it symbolized God’s presence and his guidance of the people.





NUMBERS—NOTE ON 11:1–3 This is a general complaint by the people. As on other occasions, Moses’ intercession stops God’s judgment (Ex. 32:11–14, 31–32; Num. 12:13–15; 14:11–25).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 11:4–35 The people complain about the monotony of their diet of manna. What they really want, however, are the pleasures of Egypt (vv. 4–5). They are not satisfied with God’s plans.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 11:7 Bdellium is a pale yellow resin found in desert areas.




FACT


Bdellium (11:7) has been described as a precious stone similar to a pearl. It has also been described as a pale, yellow tree resin. Ancient history books tell of its being used to make perfumes, which means it was probably a resin.





NUMBERS—NOTE ON 11:16–23 Though God gives his people the meat they want, he punishes them for their ungrateful attitude.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 11:24–30 These seventy elders prophesied for only a short time (they did not continue doing it), but this was enough to give them credibility as Moses’ assistants. Their prophesying would have involved speaking under the influence of the Holy Spirit. It is unclear whether Eldad and Medad were attached to the group of 70. In any case, they prophesied in a different place (in the camp), whereas the 70 had prophesied around the tent (v. 24). This made their prophesying much more obvious to the other Israelites, which was a concern to Joshua (vv. 27–28). Would that all the LORD’s people were prophets! Moses’ positive response (v. 29) will later be echoed by the prophet Joel’s vision of the “day of the LORD,” when “your sons and daughters shall prophesy” (Joel 2:28; compare Acts 2:17). When the OT speaks of the work of the Spirit, it is focusing on the empowering of the Spirit for service, rather than on an internal, personal experience.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 11:31–34 Quail (small partridges) migrate north across the Sinai Peninsula in the spring and fall, so these were not a regular food item. There were so many quail that anyone could collect at least ten homers (v. 32), roughly 60 bushels (480 dry gallons or 2,200 liters)! The people’s greed was punished by a very great plague (v. 33). It led to many deaths, and the place was named Kibroth-hattaavah, “graves of craving” (v. 34).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 12:1–16 Moses’ brother Aaron, the high priest, and his sister Miriam, a prophetess (Ex. 15:20), challenge his unique position. Their initial remarks, concerning Moses’ Cushite wife, are only a cover for their real complaint: Has the LORD . . . spoken only through Moses?




FACT


Did Moses have a second wife? The “Cushite woman” mentioned in 12:1 was probably Moses’ second wife. “Cush” can refer to Ethiopia or to a much larger portion of Africa, depending on the era in biblical history. The controversy about her may have been due to ethnic prejudice. If so, God’s response indicates that the Lord’s people must reject such prejudice.





NUMBERS—NOTE ON 12:1–2 Nothing is known about the Cushite woman beyond this brief mention. Cush normally refers to ancient Ethiopia, so the Cushite woman probably was Moses’ second wife.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 12:3–4 The Hebrew term translated meek is more often rendered as “humble” or “poor.”

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 12:6–8 Unlike with ordinary prophets, who receive their revelations in vision and dream, God speaks to Moses mouth to mouth. This implies verbal communication. He is faithful in all my house. The Lord regarded Moses as a trusted household manager. It is not clear how seeing the form of the LORD differs from seeing his face. The Lord had previously forbidden Moses to see his face (Ex. 33:18–23). Someday, however, believers will see the Lord face to face (Ps. 17:15; Rev. 22:4). Why then were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses? To oppose Moses was also to oppose God himself.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 12:9–12 Miriam and Aaron should have realized that Moses had a unique kind of access to God. Their lack of awareness prompts God’s anger. leprous, like snow. In the Bible, “leprosy” includes a variety of skin diseases (see note on Lev. 13:1–59).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 12:13–16 As final proof of Moses’ special status before the Lord, his prayer for his sister’s healing is immediately answered. But she must be shut outside the camp seven days before being readmitted (see Lev. 14:1–9; Num. 5:2). God explains this punishment by comparing it to the punishment given to rebellious children (12:14; compare Deut. 25:9).

13:1–19:22 Forty Years near Kadesh. The central section of the book of Numbers spans 40 years. During this time the Israelites lived in or near Kadesh (later called Kadesh-barnea; 32:8), a large oasis about 50 miles (80 km) southwest of Beersheba. It marked the southern limit of the land of Canaan, according to 34:4. As a result of the rebellion after the spies’ negative reports, God punished the people by making them wait 40 years to enter the land.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 13:1–14:45 The rebellion recorded in these chapters recalls the rebellion at Sinai, when the Israelites worshiped the golden calf (Exodus 32–34).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 13:2 land . . . which I am giving. God reminds Moses of his promise to Israel.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 13:4–16 This list of tribal leaders differs from that in chs. 1–2. Perhaps younger, more energetic leaders were needed for the spying mission. In 13:16, Hoshea (“he saves”) is renamed Joshua (“Yahweh saves”). The faith Joshua will display in 14:6 shows the suitability of his new name.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 13:17–24 The spies cover some 220 miles (354 km). They travel from the Negeb, south of Beersheba, all the way to the far north—Rehob, near Lebo-hamath—about 47 miles (76 km) north of Damascus.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 13:20 The season of the first ripe grapes is late July.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 13:22 Hebron is about 20 miles (32 km) south of Jerusalem. It is where God had promised the land to Abraham forever (Gen. 17:8). Hebron is also the burial place of the patriarchs and their wives (see Genesis 23). the descendants of Anak. The Anakim were famous for their height (see Num. 13:33; Deut. 9:2). Zoan is Tanis, in the Nile delta. Several hundred years later, during Israel’s monarchy, it would be Egypt’s capital.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 13:23 Eshcol (which means cluster) cannot be precisely located, but grapes grow well in the Hebron area.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 13:25–33 The spies’ report covers the same events described in vv. 17–24. But while the earlier account is straightforward and factual, the spies’ account is vivid and exaggerated, designed to dismay the hearers. Their reference to Nephilim is most likely an excuse for their disobedience rather than an accurate report of what they saw in Canaan. The only other biblical mention of the Nephilim is before the flood (see note on Gen. 6:4).




FACT


Exaggerated claims? The spies’ reports about the size of the people of Canaan were exaggerations calculated to scare the people. However, their report about the size of the cities was true. Canaanite cities of that time were large and heavily defended. The city walls were often built of stone, and some were as thick as 24 feet (7.3 m).





NUMBERS—NOTE ON 14:6–9 Joshua and Caleb rightly call the reaction to the spies’ report a rebellion against the LORD.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 14:6 tore their clothes. A typical sign of grief (Gen. 37:29, 34).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 14:8 If the LORD delights in us, he will bring us into this land and give it to us. God’s blessing on Joshua and Caleb (see vv. 30, 38; 26:65) shows his approval of their faith.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 14:11–12 How long will this people despise me? The Lord shows the severity of his anger by threatening to destroy the nation and start all over again with Moses alone. He made a similar threat in Ex. 32:10.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 14:13–19 Moses prays here, as he did after the golden calf incident (Exodus 32).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 14:20–35 God declares, I have pardoned, according to your word. That is, he will not destroy Israel immediately; however, they cannot go ahead with their planned entry into Canaan.




FACT


God’s glory (14:21) refers to his measureless power and splendor.





NUMBERS—NOTE ON 14:21 all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD. God’s purposes will not be defeated by human failure. (See notes on Ps. 72:18–20; Isa. 6:3.)

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 14:29 All those twenty years old and upward will die in the wilderness. They were the ones who had been enrolled to fight (1:3) but in this case had refused to do so.




Caleb


Caleb was one of 12 tribal leaders sent by Moses to spy out the land of Canaan. Of the 12 spies, only Caleb and Joshua brought back an encouraging report. The other spies emphasized the strength of Canaan’s inhabitants and concluded that Israel would face certain defeat. However, Caleb and Joshua urged the people not to rebel against the Lord’s promise to give the land to them or to fear Canaan’s inhabitants. They reminded the people that the Lord would protect them and keep his promise if they obeyed. When the congregation responded with anger, the Lord punished their disbelief. He promised that the entire generation would die in the wilderness, with the exception of Caleb and Joshua. When Caleb was 85 years old, he was given Hebron for an inheritance. (Numbers 14:24)





NUMBERS—NOTE ON 14:36–38 God forgives sin, but sin still has consequences. Israel would remain the people of God, but the generation that rebelled against him would die in the wilderness.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 14:36–37 died by plague. God judged the 10 faithless spies because their bad report had made all the congregation grumble against Moses.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 14:41–45 The Israelites disobeyed Moses’ command and presumed to decide their own course of action. This brought God’s judgment. Hormah (meaning “Destruction”; see 21:3) is a village on the southern border of Canaan (Josh. 15:30).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 15:1–41 At each place where Israel encamped for a long time, laws were given: at Sinai (Exodus 20–Numbers 9), Kadesh (Numbers 15), and the plains of Moab (Numbers 28–36). The Kadesh laws are the briefest and are mainly clarifications of the Sinai laws.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 15:1–16 Leviticus 1–7 explained how each type of sacrifice was to be conducted. It did not explain that burnt offerings and peace offerings must be accompanied by flour, oil, and wine, possibly because these were not available in the wilderness. But when you come into the land (Num. 15:2), those things will be available.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 15:17–21 The principle of firstfruits is now extended to baking. The first dough is to be given to the priests.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 15:22–31 Sins that are unintentional or that are done in ignorance may be atoned for by a sin offering (compare Lev. 4:1–5:13).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 15:22–26 These verses deal with unintentional sin committed by the entire congregation (compare Lev. 4:13–21).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 15:27–29 These verses deal with unintentional sin committed by one person (compare Lev. 4:27–35). Atonement is required for such a person even though his sin is not as serious as willful sin. An immigrant (stranger who sojourns) may also seek atonement for unintentional sin (see also Num. 15:14–16).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 15:30–31 Sins committed with a high hand probably are deliberate, defiant sins, since these are contrasted with unintentional sins (vv. 22, 24, 27). Those who sin intentionally shall be cut off (see Gen. 17:14; Ex. 12:15; 31:14; Num. 9:13; and note on 9:6–14).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 15:32–36 This seems to be a case of sinning intentionally and publicly. The offender is executed, not just left to be “cut off” (compare vv. 30–31). In this case it is clear that the man has sinned, since all work on the Sabbath is prohibited (Ex. 20:10), including lighting a fire (Ex. 35:3).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 16:1 Korah was a Levite (but not a priest) from the Kohathite clan. They camped near the tribe of Reuben (2:10–11; 3:29), from which the other leaders (Dathan, Abiram, and On) came. This could explain their cooperation. On is not mentioned later.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 16:3 The claim that all . . . are holy could be based on the repeated call in the law to be holy (e.g., Lev. 11:45; 19:2; Num. 15:40). But this ethical holiness is not identical with priestly holiness, which gives the priest the right to approach God in the offering of sacrifice and incense. When the Kohathites claim that Moses and Aaron exalt themselves, they show that they do not understand that the priesthood is a matter of God’s choosing (see Heb. 5:4).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 16:8–11 The Levites already enjoy great privileges in serving in the tabernacle, so they should not seek the priesthood also.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 16:12–15 The Reubenite complaint is about dying in the wilderness instead of in Canaan or Egypt. This is a rebellion against God’s will and purpose like that provoked by the spies (chs. 13–14).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 16:15 I have not taken one donkey from them. Moses did not misuse his office for personal gain.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 16:16–19, 35–40 For a similar judgment on the unauthorized offering of incense, see Lev. 10:1–3.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 16:20–34 And the earth opened its mouth. God swiftly judges those who thought they could take the privileges of priesthood for themselves. Sheol (v. 33) is the place of the dead, often pictured as being under the earth (Gen. 37:35; Ps. 6:5; Isa. 14:9–11).




FACT


What is a censer? A censer (16:17) was a vessel used for burning incense before the Lord. Censers were usually made of stone, but portable ones could be made of bronze. They held live coals for burning the incense.





NUMBERS—NOTE ON 16:35 fire came out from the LORD and consumed the 250 men. This punishment shows that no one should presume to come into God’s presence without God’s authorization (but compare Heb. 10:19, with regard to believers under the new covenant).




Korah


Korah, who was from the tribe of Levi, led a rebellion against Moses and Aaron. Dathan, Abiram, and 250 well-known chiefs of the congregation joined with him. Korah and his men accused Moses and Aaron of exalting themselves above the people of Israel. They failed to recognize, however, that it is God who gives authority to whomever he chooses. As punishment for their rebellion, Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, together with their households and possessions, were swallowed up by the earth in front of the people of Israel. God sent fire to consume the 250 chiefs. The people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron and remained sympathetic to the punished rebels, so God sent a plague as further punishment. (Numbers 16:31–35)





NUMBERS—NOTE ON 16:39–40 A covering for the altar is mentioned in Ex. 38:2. This new one may have replaced or been put on top of the old one.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 16:41–50 God sent a plague because all the congregation falsely accused Moses and Aaron. God had chosen Aaron as high priest. Only he could minister atonement. Aaron stopped the punishment by holding a censer and standing between the dead and the living (v. 48).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 17:1–13 This procedure showed who had the right to approach God (16:5).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 17:6 The twelve staffs probably do not include Aaron’s. There are 12 tribes in chs. 1 and 7, so Aaron’s staff brings the number to 13.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 17:10 The miraculous staff was kept in the ark (before the testimony) as a sign and a warning (see note on Heb. 9:4).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 17:12–13 we are undone. Apparently the miracle of Aaron’s staff finally convinced the people that the priests had a special place in the life of the nation.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 18:1–7 In general, the priests guarded the interior of the tabernacle (vv. 5–7) and the Levites guarded its exterior (vv. 3–4). Any outsider (that is, any unauthorized person) is to be executed if he is caught trespassing (vv. 4, 7). If a Levite enters the area guarded by the priests, both the Levite and priest will die (v. 3). These rigorous measures are designed that there may never again be wrath on the people of Israel (v. 5). The risk of divine judgment for ritual trespass will be limited to the priests and Levites, who bear iniquity connected with your priesthood (v. 1).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 18:8–20 The priests’ income came from the sacrifices and similar offerings. Only priests could eat parts of the cereal, sin, and guilt offerings (vv. 8–10). All clean members of the priestly families could eat (vv. 11–19) parts of the peace offerings (v. 11), firstfruits of the harvest (vv. 12–13), and firstborn animals (vv. 17–18). The firstborn of man and the firstborn of unclean animals must be “redeemed,” that is, replaced by a gift. Parents must give five shekels for their firstborn son (v. 16; see also Ex. 13:1–2, 11–16).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 18:19 Covenant of salt forever indicates a permanent and unbreakable agreement (compare 2 Chron. 13:5). The salt’s significance may be as a preservative or as a seasoning of food. It points to a shared meal between two parties, symbolic of their friendship and the binding nature of their covenant.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 18:21–24 The Levites’ income comes from the tithe given by the other tribes. It compensates them for having no inheritance among the people of Israel (vv. 23–24). Unlike other tribes, they had no tribal territory, only 48 cities scattered through the land (35:1–8).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 18:25–32 The Levites had to give a tenth of their income to the priests. The priests were to receive the best tenth of the tithe (vv. 29–30; compare Lev. 22:18–25; Mal. 1:6–14).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 19:1–22 Human corpses caused the most serious pollution under the Mosaic system, affecting all who approached them. Those who have been near or have touched corpses must keep away from the sanctuary and must undergo ritual cleansing.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 19:1–10 The ashes of the red heifer are described as a sin offering (v. 9). They cleanse both the sanctuary and the worshiper (see Leviticus 4).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 19:11–22 The process of the cleansing ash has two phases. Failure to carry out this rite defiles the tabernacle, and that person shall be cut off (see note on 9:6–14).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 20:1–21:35 Marching from Kadesh to the Plains of Moab. After nearly 40 years of aimless wandering in the wilderness, Israel is ready to enter the Land of Promise. Most of the older generation have died out, and the younger ones are now taking over.




The Journey to Canaan

After many years of wandering in the wilderness as a consequence of their sin, the Israelites set out from Kadesh-barnea toward the Promised Land. It is difficult to know for certain the exact route they took from Kadesh-barnea to the plains of Moab, but it is possible that they followed a course that went around the lands of Edom and Moab along a desert route, after being refused passage through those lands—or they may have taken another route, through the heart of Edom and Moab along the King’s Highway.


[image: The Journey to Canaan]






NUMBERS—NOTE ON 20:1 Kadesh was last mentioned in 13:26, when the spies returned. The wilderness of Zin, just north of Kadesh, was the area first investigated by the spies (13:21). in the first month. The year is not mentioned, but according to 33:38 Aaron died in the fortieth year after the exodus, and this would fit here. The death of Miriam is a important moment. She was the sister who saved Moses’ life (Ex. 2:4–8). She was a prophetess and an influential woman (Ex. 15:20–21).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 20:2–13 Even though Moses’ error seems minor, v. 12 indicates that carelessness in responding to God’s command was the real issue: Because you did not believe in me, to uphold me as holy in the eyes of the people. As the mediators of God’s laws to Israel, Moses and Aaron had to be exemplary in their obedience. Their failure to follow God’s instruction exactly kept them from entering Canaan. Meribah means “quarreling.”

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 20:14–21 your brother Israel. Esau (Edom) was the twin brother of Jacob (Israel); see Gen. 25:24–26. The Edomites were therefore the people with whom Israel had the closest connection. Yet there was always tension and hostility between these two nations.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 20:16 Kadesh, a city on the edge of your territory. In the second millennium B.C., Edom’s main settlements were southeast of the Dead Sea. Kadesh-barnea (see note on 10:11–12:16) is a long way west of there, in northern Sinai. This suggests that either the Edomites were living west of the Dead Sea, or another Kadesh is meant instead of Kadesh-barnea.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 20:17–21 The King’s Highway is the main trade route from Damascus to Arabia, passing through Edom in the high hills southeast of the Dead Sea. Israel wanted to travel north along this road. But the Edomites refused to let them pass through their territory, so Israel turned away. Apparently they headed south toward the Gulf of Aqaba (21:4) and then northward through the wilderness east of the King’s Highway (see Deut. 2:1–8).




FACT


The King’s Highway (20:17) is the main trade route from Damascus to Arabia. It runs north to south, east of the Jordan River and Dead Sea. The King’s Highway has been in continuous use for more than 3,000 years.





NUMBERS—NOTE ON 20:22–29 Aaron’s death fulfills the judgment pronounced on him in v. 12.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 20:22–23 The location of Mount Hor is uncertain. It is probably somewhere north of the Gulf of Aqaba, if that is where the border . . . of Edom ran. “The Mount of the Prophet Aaron” near Petra, Jordan, is the traditional location.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 20:26 gathered to his people. After death, one is reunited with one’s deceased relatives, according to OT belief (see note on 2 Sam. 12:23; see also Gen. 25:8; Num. 20:24; Deut. 32:50).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 20:28 stripped Aaron . . . and put them on Eleazar his son. Aaron’s death meant his son must follow him as high priest, the supreme mediator between God and Israel.




Eleazar


Eleazar was the third son of Aaron. His older brothers, Nadab and Abihu, died after offering unauthorized fire before the Lord. Following their death, Eleazar and his younger brother, Ithamar, were placed in charge of the tent of meeting. Eleazar supervised those who guarded the sanctuary. After Aaron’s death, he became high priest of Israel. He assisted Moses in taking a census of Israel. This was to establish the size of the tribes so that each could be given an appropriate inheritance. Moses commissioned Joshua as his successor in the presence of Eleazar, who later helped Joshua divide the Promised Land among the tribes of Israel. Eleazar died soon after the death of Aaron. He had one son, Phinehas, and was an ancestor of Ezra the scribe. (Numbers 20:25–28)





NUMBERS—NOTE ON 21:1–3 This victory at Hormah marks a turning point. From now on, one victory follows another until they reach the Jordan, ready to enter Canaan.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 21:1 This battle was not begun by Israel; they were attacked by the king of Arad. This was also true of other battles in the Transjordan (the area east of the Jordan River); compare vv. 21–23, 33–35; 25:17–18.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 21:2–3 devote their cities to destruction. Israel promised to keep no spoils of war for themselves if God gave them victory. Later God ordered that all Canaanite cities that resisted Israel should be treated like Hormah (Deut. 20:16–18).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 21:4–9 The people once again grumble about their food. They are punished by poisonous snake bites.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 21:9 bronze serpent. The Hebrew term translated “bronze” can also mean “copper” (see esv footnote). The redness of copper suggests atonement (see 19:1–10). Jesus compares his own death on the cross to the uplifted serpent (John 3:14–15). By the time of King Hezekiah of Judah (c. 715 B.C.), this copper serpent had become an object of worship among the Israelites (2 Kings 18:4).




FACT


The bronze serpent. When the people of Israel looked upon the serpent in order to live (21:9), it was a prophetic picture of the day when believers would look to the crucified Christ for salvation (John 3:14–15).





NUMBERS—NOTE ON 21:10–20 These verses summarize Israel’s passage through the Transjordan, east of the Dead Sea, around the territory of Moab and through the land of the Amorites. Many of the places cannot be precisely located, but the general route is clear.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 21:14–15 The Book of the Wars of the LORD was perhaps a collection of ancient songs, like the Book of Jashar (see Josh. 10:13; 2 Sam. 1:18). The esv translates the Hebrew text as it exists today. Because of the difficulty in understanding these verses, some have suggested the text may have been changed through a copyist’s error.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 21:16–18 These verses celebrate finding an abundant well.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 21:21–30 Sihon, king of the Amorites, attacked Israel and was defeated (v. 24). This was the first land the Israelites settled (v. 25).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 21:27–30 This old poem celebrates the previous capture of Moabite territory by Sihon. It is probably included to show that the Israelites were justified in displacing the Amorites from their land, since they had acquired it from the Moabites by force. The poem also helps to explain why the king of Moab later hired Balaam to curse Israel (chs. 22–24): Moab had been defeated by Sihon, and Sihon had been defeated by Israel, so what hope did Moab have against Israel?

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 21:29 Chemosh was the god of Moab (Judg. 11:24).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 21:31–35 The campaign against Og is reported more fully in Deut. 3:1–11. This large area in northern Transjordan was later settled by three tribes (see Numbers 32).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 22:1–36:13 Israel in the Plains of Moab. These chapters tell of Israel’s lengthy encampment in the plains of Moab at the northern end of the Dead Sea. Here they prepared to cross the Jordan and enter Canaan proper.




FACT


Balaam remembered. Evidence for Balaam’s existence can be seen on an eighth-century B.C. inscription found in Jordan. It begins with, “Inscription of Balaam the son of Beor, the man who was seer of the gods.”





NUMBERS—NOTE ON 22:1–24:25 This amusing account makes a serious point: the one true God is on Israel’s side, so no human power can prevail against them (23:21–23). Even a pagan prophet like Balaam can see this. The story presents Balaam as a corrupt person whom God used to deliver his word.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 22:1–6 The Moabite king Balak summoned a prophet to defeat Israel by cursing them (v. 6). Pethor is in northern Syria near the River Euphrates, some 400 miles (644 km) by road north of Moab.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 22:7–14 When Balaam says that God refused him permission to go, Balak increases his payment offer. This suggests the original messengers had reported to Balak that Balaam would prophesy against Israel, for the right price.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 22:15–21 Money becomes much more of an issue (vv. 15–18), but again Balaam awaits God’s permission.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 22:19 what more the LORD will say to me. Surely Balaam understood that the Lord did not want him to prophesy against Israel (v. 12). Likely, he just wanted the money and the honor that Balak offered (v. 17; compare 2 Pet. 2:15).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 22:22–35 The episode with the donkey exposes Balaam’s prophetic pretensions in a comical way: Balaam, the international expert on magic, cannot see the angel, but his donkey can! The encounter reinforces God’s message that Balaam must speak only the word that I tell you (v. 35).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 22:22 But God’s anger was kindled, apparently because God knew that Balaam would curse Israel for the right price, in spite of God’s strict instructions to the contrary (vv. 12, 20).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 22:34–35 if it is evil in your sight. Despite the clear statements of God (see v. 12) and of the angel of the Lord in v. 32, Balaam continues to seek a way to get what Balak had promised him (v. 17). Even though he had just been told that this was “perverse” (v. 32), he questions the truth of this statement by saying “if it is evil” (v. 34). The angel of the LORD manifests the presence and authority of the Lord himself (compare Gen. 16:7; 18:1–2; Ex. 3:1–6; and notes).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 22:36–40 Balaam reasserts his intention to say only what God allows him to say (v. 38), despite the fee he has been offered.




Balaam


Balaam was a well-known non-Israelite prophet. Balak, the king of Moab, was terrified of the Israelites, and so he summoned Balaam to place a curse on them. God spoke to Balaam, however, and forbade him to curse Israel. He permitted Balaam to go to Balak on the condition that he speak only as the Lord instructed. God reinforced this condition in a grimly humorous episode involving a talking donkey. Balak tried many times to persuade Balaam to curse Israel, but his plan backfired. Balaam instead pronounced four blessings on the nation. Although Balaam was unable to curse the Israelites, he later advised Balak to send women to seduce Israel away from God and into idolatry (31:6). (Numbers 22:22–35)





NUMBERS—NOTE ON 22:36 The city of Moab is on the Arnon, which formed the northern border of Moab (21:13). at the extremity of the border. By meeting him as soon as he entered Moabite territory, Balak showed his respect for Balaam.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 22:39 The location of Kiriath-huzoth is unknown.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 22:41–24:14 The first three attempts to persuade Balaam to curse Israel follow a similar pattern, though there are some significant differences in the third. This pattern shows that Balaam’s words, which are the opposite of what he was hired to say, are inspired by God and therefore must be reliable.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 22:41–23:12 In the Bible, a curse was generally promised by one who had the authority to carry it out. It was not a meaningless threat. Aram is the region of Syria, where Balaam came from.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 23:9 A people dwelling alone shows Israel’s sense of being a chosen people, different from other nations.




FACT


Aram. The pagan prophet Balaam described himself as being from Aram. Aram was a confederation of small towns in present-day Syria. It was named for Aram, the son of Shem and grandson of Noah. It was in this region that the Aramaic language developed.





NUMBERS—NOTE ON 23:10 The dust of Jacob suggests that God’s promise to the patriarchs has been fulfilled (see Gen. 13:16; 28:14). let my end be like his. That is, “Let me be like Jacob, in life and in death.”

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 23:13–30 Balaam observes that God does not change his mind, so the blessing already pronounced cannot be turned into a curse (vv. 19–20). Israel will be free from disaster (v. 21).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 23:19 God is not man, that he should lie. Balaam is affirming God’s truthfulness in general (compare Titus 1:2). His promises to Israel will come to pass.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 23:21 the shout of a king is among them. The king here is God himself, whose festivals are marked by shouts and trumpet blasts (e.g., 29:1).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 23:23 Because God is with Israel, attempts to attack them with magic will fail.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 23:24 lioness. This is a frightening image of Israel’s military might. It is an indirect warning to Balak not to attack them.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 24:1–14 The mention of the Spirit of God empowering Balaam (v. 2) shows the validity of Balaam’s third blessing. Balaam describes himself as the man . . . who hears the words of God.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 24:5–6 This picture of Israel’s future success in Canaan uses imagery from the garden of Eden (see Gen. 2:9–10).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 24:7 Water shall flow from his buckets. This continues the image of well-watered gardens. his seed shall be in many waters. This may refer to the fertility of the land, or to the growth of Israel’s population. His king shall be higher than Agag seems to be a prediction of Saul’s defeat of Agag (1 Sam. 15:1–9).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 24:9 Balak, by demanding a curse on Israel, will himself be cursed (see v. 17).




FACT


Wild oxen (24:8) are believed to be the ancestors of domestic cattle. In the OT, the wild ox was a symbol of strength.





NUMBERS—NOTE ON 24:15–19 An oracle was a prophet’s verbal statement about what God had shown him in a vision. Balaam’s final oracle begins like the previous one (compare vv. 3–4 with vv. 15–16). But it rapidly becomes a prophecy about the rise of the Davidic dynasty, which conquered the surrounding peoples, including Moab (2 Sam. 8:2–12).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 24:17 star . . . scepter. Symbols of kingship (see Gen. 49:10). Sons of Sheth. Probably nomads living in Canaan.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 24:18 Seir is another name for Edom.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 24:19 This prophecy ends with another prediction of Moab being ruled by the Davidic dynasty.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 24:20–25 Balaam adds three short oracles against the nations: Israel’s future will be secure, as other nations are destroyed.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 24:20 This oracle predicts the defeat of the Amalekites (compare Ex. 17:8–16), probably in the time of David.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 24:21–22 The next oracle predicts the defeat of the Kenites by Asshur. The Kenites were on good terms with Israel (see Judg. 1:16). Asshur is probably a tribe that lived in northern Sinai (Gen. 25:3–6; 2 Sam. 2:9).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 24:23–24 These verses are difficult to interpret. It appears that Balaam predicts the Philistines (Kittim) arriving on the coasts of Canaan. This happened in the twelfth century B.C. They defeated Asshur and Eber before they themselves came to utter destruction at the hands of David. All these prophecies seem to focus on the time of David.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 24:25 Then Balaam rose and went back to his place. This is not the end of the story of Balaam. Later he advised Balak to send women to seduce Israel and lead them away from God (31:16–18; compare Rev. 2:14).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 25:1–18 Once again, Israel is unfaithful to the Lord. However, unlike earlier times when they were unfaithful—at Sinai (Exodus 25–34) and at Kadesh (Numbers 13–14)—in this case God does not threaten to destroy the whole nation or delay their entry into Canaan. God will fulfill his promises to Israel, in spite of their continuing unfaithfulness (see Deut. 9:5).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 25:1–2 Whore . . . sacrifices of their gods . . . ate echoes the terms used in Ex. 34:15–16. The people were breaking the first commandment.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 25:1 Shittim was the final campsite before the Israelites crossed the Jordan (see Josh. 2:1). This is possibly Tell el-Hammam, about 10 miles (16 km) east of Jericho.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 25:3 Baal was the main Canaanite fertility god. Israel was constantly tempted to worship Baal.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 25:4–5 the fierce anger of the LORD. Drastic action was the only way to stop the Baal worship and the prostitution that went with it. hang them in the sun. This most likely refers to the ancient Near Eastern practice of impaling dead bodies on a stick after execution. This was a form of disgrace (rather than burying the bodies) and served as a public warning to all.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 25:6 A chief’s son (v. 14) openly violates the ban on sexual relationships with foreign women by taking a Midianite princess (v. 15) into a tent near the tabernacle. The Moabites and Midianites who had hired Balaam (22:4, 7) had evidently corrupted Israel as well.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 25:7–8 Phinehas, the high priest’s son, executes the chief’s son and the princess. His action stopped the plague that God sent to punish the people. Phinehas was rewarded for this by becoming the head of a permanent priestly dynasty (vv. 10–13).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 25:9 A large number of people died because of the plague. This parallels the plagues at Sinai and Kadesh (Ex. 32:35; Num. 14:37; 16:49).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 25:16–18 The ongoing struggle with Midian is reported in ch. 31 and Judges 6–8.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 26:1–65 The first census (ch. 1) established the number of fighting men in Israel. This second census establishes the size of each tribe, so that each may receive the appropriate amount of land (26:53–54). The total number of Israelites has changed very little between the censuses, but the people being counted are quite different (vv. 64–65). Only Joshua and Caleb figure in both totals. See note on 1:20–46.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 26:1 Eleazar has now taken over from his father, Aaron, as high priest.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 26:9–11 These verses recall the events in ch. 16.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 26:11 But the sons of Korah did not die clarifies a possible misreading of 16:32.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 26:19–21 sons of Judah. See Genesis 38.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 26:28–37 Verse 28 reverses the order of Ephraim and Manasseh in 1:32–35. The detail given here about Manasseh explains the identity of the daughters of Zelophehad (26:33), who are prominent in chs. 27 and 36. (See also note on 27:1–11.)

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 27:1–30:16 Chapters 27–30 address laws for the land, particularly the inheritance rules and the celebration of festivals.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 27:1–11 daughters of Zelophehad. Under traditional rules, daughters did not inherit from their father. The father would provide a monetary gift for them when they were married, but his land and other possessions were divided among his sons. If he had no sons, his estate would pass to his nearest male relative. The daughters point out that in this situation the land could pass out of Zelophehad’s family and his name could be forgotten. A new rule is devised for the case of a man without sons: his daughters will inherit before his brothers or uncles (v. 8).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 27:1 Noah here is a woman’s name.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 27:3–4 He was not . . . in the company of Korah (see ch. 16). Perhaps those involved in Korah’s rebellion lost their right to inherit, or perhaps these daughters just wanted to make clear that their father had not been among those notorious sinners. The daughters’ request shows their faith that the Promised Land would be conquered.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 27:12–23 Moses’ sin at Meribah meant he could not enter the land, so a successor had to be appointed (20:10–13).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 27:12 Like Aaron, Moses climbed a mountain to die (compare 20:22–29). From it he will see the promised land (see Deuteronomy 34).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 27:20–21 some of your authority. The people will obey Joshua, as they have Moses. Eleazar the high priest will aid him by seeking God’s will. The Urim and Thummim were used by the priest to make crucial decisions (see Ex. 28:30; compare note on 1 Sam. 14:41–42).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 28:1–29:40 While he lives, Moses still gives God’s law to Israel. First among his final instructions are laws about public sacrifices (compare Ex. 23:10–19; 34:18–26; Leviticus 23; Deut. 16:1–17). The regulations make several points: (1) They show the importance of the sacrificial system in Israel. These sacrifices must be offered daily on behalf of the whole nation. (2) They assure Joshua that the nation will become prosperous enough to provide for this expensive worship. (3) They show the importance of the Sabbath. Every seventh day is a Sabbath, and the number of sacrifices doubles on those days. The seventh month is marked by a huge number of extra sacrifices, especially during the Feast of Booths. That feast is clearly the biggest celebration of the year.




Joshua


Joshua was a spiritual and military leader of Israel. He accompanied Moses part of the way up Mount Sinai and also assisted him at the tent of meeting. He was one of the 12 spies sent to explore the land of Canaan. Upon their return, most of the spies said it would be impossible to conquer the land, but Joshua and Caleb encouraged the people to trust the Lord for victory. Because of their obedience and faith, Joshua and Caleb were the only two men of their generation allowed to enter Canaan. The Lord appointed Joshua to lead Israel into the Promised Land. He was also put in charge of dividing the land among the tribes. (Numbers 27:18–23)






FACT


How wealthy would the Israelites become? The sacrifices described in chs. 28–29 called for a total of 113 bulls, 1,086 lambs, more than a ton of flour, and 1,000 bottles of oil and wine. Israel would have had to become a successful agricultural society after reaching the Promised Land in order to meet the requirements for these sacrifices.





NUMBERS—NOTE ON 28:1–8 Pleasing (or “soothing”) aroma is a phrase used often to describe God’s acceptance of a sacrifice (see Gen. 8:21).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 28:9–10 There are twice as many burnt offerings on the Sabbath as on other days of the week.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 28:11–15 The Israelites celebrated the first day of each month, which was indicated by the new moon (see The Hebrew Calendar). As many sacrifices were offered then as at Passover or Pentecost (see vv. 16–31). It was an occasion for family worship (1 Sam. 20:5–6) and a day when commerce stopped (Amos 8:5).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 28:16–25 The Feast of Unleavened bread immediately followed Passover, which is celebrated on the fourteenth day of the first month (in late March or April).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 28:17 Unleavened, that is, made without yeast (see Ex. 12:15–20).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 28:18 Holy convocation is probably a gathering for worship. Ordinary work, literally, “work of labor.” This seems to be a milder ban than the rule for the Sabbath and the Day of Atonement, when absolutely no work was permitted (see Lev. 23:3, 28; Num. 29:7).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 28:19–24 These sacrifices are to be offered on each of the seven days of unleavened bread.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 28:26–31 The Feast of Weeks took place seven weeks after Passover. It coincided with the grain festival in Israel, so it is called the day of the firstfruits (see also Lev. 23:15–22). This description (Num. 28:1–29:40) requires one more bull and one less ram than the description in Leviticus.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 29:1–6 Every new moon was a holy day (28:11–15). Since the seventh month of the year was holy, the first day of that month was especially holy. It was marked by a holy convocation, no ordinary work, the blowing of trumpets, and almost twice as many sacrifices as on other new moon festivals. According to 10:10, blowing the trumpets at the festivals is a plea to God to act on Israel’s behalf.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 29:7–11 The Day of Atonement is fully described in Leviticus 16. This is simply a list of the main sacrifices and a reminder of the layperson’s duties.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 29:12–38 During the Feast of Booths all the Israelites lived in temporary dwellings. This reminded them of their time in the wilderness (see Lev. 23:33–43). The feast’s importance is shown by the large number of sacrifices the priests offered. The feast occurred at the end of harvest in October, so that the people could thank God for the harvest and to pray for rain in the following months. In Israel, rain is expected only between October and April.




FACT


During the Feast of Booths, the Israelites were to live in temporary dwellings (“booths”) as a reminder of their life in the wilderness. The large number of sacrifices offered during the eight days shows the importance of this feast. The Feast of Booths was celebrated in October, at the end of the agricultural year. It was also a time to pray for plenty of rain in the next year. In Israel, rain is expected only between October and April.





NUMBERS—NOTE ON 29:39–40 Private sacrifices, such as those connected with vows, may be offered at any time.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 30:1–16 In a crisis people often make a vow: “If God delivers me from X, I promise to do Y.” There are many examples in the Bible (e.g., Gen. 28:20–22; 1 Sam. 1:11). There is a danger that when the crisis is over, the vow may not be fulfilled (see Deut. 23:21–23; Eccles. 5:4–6). These laws concern those few circumstances in which a person may be excused from fulfilling a vow.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 30:1–2 When a man makes a vow (to do something like offer a sacrifice) or a pledge (to go without something), he shall not break his word.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 30:3–9 Until she marries, a woman is under her father’s authority. If she makes a vow and her father objects, she will be forgiven for not carrying it out. If a woman under a vow gets married, her new husband can cancel her vow. Widows and divorcees are not subject to the authority of a father or a husband, so their vows are binding.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 30:10–16 Vows a woman makes after marrying may be canceled by her husband as soon as he hears of them, but if he says nothing they are binding (v. 14). If he later objects to the vows, he—not his wife—will suffer the penalty for breaking them.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 31:1–54 The Midianites were nomadic people who lived in the deserts on the outside edges of Canaan. They were associated with the Ishmaelites, Amalekites, and Moabites. It is the Moabite Midianites who are discussed here. Urged on by Balaam (v. 16), they had seduced the Israelites into worshiping Baal at Peor (ch. 25). Since persuading Israelites to worship other gods is a capital offense (see Deuteronomy 13), the Lord instructs the people to go to war against these Midianites. This will be the last campaign headed by Moses (Num. 31:1–2), but the Israelites will fight many similar battles against the enemies of God after they enter Canaan.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 31:6 Phinehas had intervened to stop the plague brought on by the worship of Baal (25:7). Here, he goes into battle as chaplain of the army because his father, the high priest, has to keep away from the pollution caused by death in battle. Vessels of the sanctuary may refer to the priestly garments, the ark, or the Urim and Thummim (see note on Ex. 28:30).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 31:13–18 Normally in wars outside Canaan, the women were spared (Deut. 20:14). But because these women had seduced the Israelites, they had to be killed (compare Num. 25:6–9). Killing every male among the little ones would end the Midianite nation. Girls without sexual experience, who were not involved with the sin of Baal-peor, were allowed to live and marry Israelite warriors.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 31:19–24 Though the war had been ordered by God, it still made the soldiers unclean. They and the spoils had to be purified.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 31:25–47 Half of the spoils of war went to the soldiers and half to those who stayed behind (v. 27; compare 1 Sam. 30:24). From their share the soldiers were to give one-five-hundredth to the priests. From their share the people were to give one-fiftieth to the Levites. Similar instructions are given in Num. 18:26 for tithes.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 31:48–54 Conducting a census involves an offering of half a silver shekel per person (Ex. 30:11–16). On this occasion they dedicate all the gold captured from the Midianites: 16,750 shekels (Num. 31:52) on behalf of 12,000 warriors (v. 5).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 32:1–42 The conquest of the kings of Transjordan, Sihon and Og, was described in ch. 21. The high hills (2,500 feet [762 m]) of Transjordan were good for raising cattle, so it must have seemed a good idea for some of the Israelites to settle there. However, since Transjordan south of the Sea of Galilee is outside the Promised Land, Moses is shocked by Reuben and Gad’s request.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 32:1 The land of Jazer means the land surrounding the village of Jazer. Gilead normally means the hilly area south of the Jabbok River, but in vv. 39–40 it refers to the area north of the Jabbok.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 32:3 These towns were part of Sihon’s territory (see 21:2–32). Later they became part of the land of Reuben and Gad (32:34–38).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 32:6–19 Moses summarizes the spy episode (see chs. 13–14). He sees Reuben and Gad’s proposal as provoking God to abandon Israel entirely (32:15).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 32:23 Your sin will find you out, that is, “you will suffer for your sin.” God will not endure unfaithfulness among his people.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 32:34 Dibon and Aroer later belonged to Reuben (Josh. 13:16–17). Heshbon (Num. 32:37) would belong to Gad (Josh. 21:39).




FACT


Amorites. The Amorites inhabited the land west of the Euphrates River, which included Canaan. In fact, the name “Amorite” means “westerner.” They spoke a dialect similar to both the Canaanites and the Hebrews and were often considered to be a Canaanite tribe. However, many of the Canaanites considered the Amorites to be barbaric and uncivilized. Eventually Israel would conquer the Amorites and absorb them into Hebrew culture as servants.





NUMBERS—NOTE ON 32:40–42 The settlement of Manasseh in northern Gilead (see also Josh. 13:29–31) seems to have caused less trouble than the settlement of Reuben and Gad in southern Gilead. This may have been because northern Gilead was within the boundaries of Canaan (see Numbers 34).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 33:1–56 Most of Numbers is said to have been given to Moses by God (“The LORD spoke to Moses”; 1:1; 2:1; 3:5; etc.), but only ch. 33, which lists Israel’s campsites on the journey to Canaan, is said to have been recorded by Moses (v. 2). The chapter can be seen as Moses’ testimony of what God has done for Israel during his lifetime.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 33:1–4 These verses summarize Exodus 2–12. On their gods also the LORD executed judgments. The ten plagues and the defeat of Pharaoh, who was regarded as a god, demonstrated that the Lord is more powerful than all the gods of Egypt. As the Lord had treated the Egyptian gods, so Israel was to wipe out the worship of rival deities in Canaan (Num. 33:52).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 33:5–15 These verses summarize Ex. 12:37–19:2.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 33:16–17 These verses summarize Israel’s journeys in chs. 10–11.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 33:18–29 This part of the wilderness journey is mentioned only here.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 33:30–34 This part of the wilderness journey is probably mentioned also in Deut. 10:6–7, if the similar place names refer to the same places.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 33:35 Ezion-geber is probably at the northern end of the Gulf of Aqaba.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 33:37–49 These verses summarize chs. 20–25.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 33:50–56 Deuteronomy and Judges often repeat this stern warning against behaving like ungodly people and mixing their religions with Israelite worship. Israel will go into exile if she compromises her faith in God: I will do to you as I thought to do to them.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 34:1–15 God promised Abraham that his descendants would be given “all the land of Canaan” (Gen. 17:8). Here the Lord describes the borders of the Promised Land. The boundary is not always clear. In general terms, Canaan consisted of the land between the Mediterranean Sea and the Jordan River plus modern Lebanon and a portion of modern Syria.




The Boundaries of the Promised Land

The original boundaries of the Promised Land as defined in Numbers 34 are somewhat different from the boundaries of the land that the Israelites eventually occupied. The original boundaries included the mountainous area north of Sidon and Damascus, but the Israelites never occupied this area during the settlement period. Conversely, the original boundaries did not include land east of the Jordan River, but the Israelites occupied this land after capturing it from Og and Sihon.
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NUMBERS—NOTE ON 34:1–6 The southern border of the Promised Land runs from the southern end of the Dead Sea (the Salt Sea), south of Kadesh-barnea, to the Mediterranean coast, west of Gaza (the Brook of Egypt). The western border of the Promised Land is the Mediterranean (the Great Sea).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 34:7–9 The northern border of the Promised Land runs from the Mediterranean, north of Byblos, to Hazar-enan, which was perhaps an oasis on the edge of the desert east of Zedad.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 34:10–15 The eastern border of the Promised Land is the hardest to define. From Hazar-enan it apparently runs southward along the edge of the desert before swinging westward to the Sea of Galilee (Sea of Chinnereth). From there it runs south along the Jordan River to the Dead Sea.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 34:16–29 The men who divide the land are the chiefs of the 10 tribes who will settle west of the Jordan. No chiefs of Reuben and Gad are listed because they are settling east of the Jordan.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 35:1–8 The Levites were excluded from inheriting land (26:52–62). They were to live among the people, instructing them in God’s ways. In return, they were to receive tithes from the other tribes in the form of livestock. Here, they are assigned 48 villages and the surrounding grazing land for their livestock. The grazing land was to extend for a thousand cubits (500 yards [457 m]) from the wall of each city.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 35:9–34 Canaan is the holy land because God dwells there. He is the holy one, and sin and death are in absolute opposition to him (see note on 5:1–6:27). If the land is made unclean by violent death, atonement must be made. Otherwise the Lord will not protect the land, and Israel will be exiled. The cities of refuge and the laws associated with them show how cases of homicide are to be handled. The Israelite legal system involved the injured person seeking justice in court. A manslayer is someone who kills any person without intent. The manslayer is protected from the victim’s angry relatives (the avenger of blood). He may flee to one of the cities of refuge. There, the judges will decide whether the killer deserves to be executed for his crime. The guidelines for these decisions are stated in 35:16–24.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 35:9–15 Six cities of refuge were chosen. The law of refuge applied not just to the Israelites but also to the stranger and the sojourner (compare 15:15; Lev. 18:26).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 35:16–21 These verses list examples of premeditated killings. The killer in these cases had with him a lethal weapon (an iron tool or a stone), or he was known to have hatred for his victim, or he was lying in wait for him. These killings all count as murder, and the killer may be executed.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 35:22–29 These verses list examples of killings that are the result of an accident or impulsive behavior (he pushed him suddenly without enmity). The killer in this case is punished by confinement in one of the cities of refuge. If the avenger of blood finds him outside the bound­aries of the city, he may kill him. The manslayer must stay there until the high priest dies.

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 35:30–34 At least two witnesses are required for a murder conviction (see also Deut. 19:15–21). Ransom (monetary compensation) is not permitted for murder or less serious homicide (see also Gen. 9:5–6).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 36:1–13 The jubilee occurred every 50 years. During that time, land that had been sold was to return to its original owner (Lev. 25:10–28). This did not apply to land transferred through marriage. Normally when men married, there was no transfer of land; it stayed within the man’s own tribe. But if a land-owning daughter married, the land would be transferred to her husband’s family and tribe. To prevent tribal land being lost through intermarriage, Moses rules that Zelophehad’s daughters (see Num. 27:1–11) must marry men from their own tribe (36:6). In this way tribal lands will be preserved. This insistence that every one . . . shall hold on to his own inheritance can be seen as a promise that the tribes will always live in their God-given land (Gen. 17:8).

NUMBERS—NOTE ON 36:13 The book closes by reminding the reader that the LORD commanded its content through Moses. It is to Israel’s benefit to obey these instructions.
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Theme

Deuteronomy, the final book in the Pentateuch, contains Moses’ last three sermons and two prophetic poems about Israel’s future. Reflecting on the nation’s past mistakes, Moses urges the people not to repeat those errors when they enter the Promised Land. Possessing Canaan will fulfill the promises made to the patriarchs, but if the people fall into idolatry or fail to keep the law, they will be exiled.

Purpose and Background

Deuteronomy is largely a sermon, or set of sermons, preached by Moses to all of Israel shortly before his death. It is a motivational sermon, urging Israel’s faithful obedience to the covenant laws given 40 years previously at Sinai (Exodus 19–40).

The sermon is especially important because of Israel’s earlier failure to conquer the land (see Deut. 1:19–46). Now that they are back at the eastern border of the Promised Land, Moses wants to ensure that the people will be obedient this time. The sermon encourages obedience by constantly reassuring them of God’s faithfulness and his power to keep his promises. God is still faithful, despite Israel’s persistent sin (e.g., 1:19–46; 9:1–29). He is merciful to his sinful people, for the sake of his promises to Abraham.

In Deuteronomy, Moses urges Israel to trust and obey, and to conquer the land. He highlights God’s uniqueness (e.g., ch. 4), his power over other nations and armies (e.g., 2:1–23), and his grace and faithfulness. He reminds the people that God promised the land, that God’s gift of the land is undeserved (9:4–6), and that the land is full of good things (e.g., 6:10–12).

Moses emphasizes the importance of God’s law, given at Sinai (e.g., see 5:1–3). The large central section of Deuteronomy (12:1–26:19) recites the law and urges Israel to keep it. The law is wide-ranging, incorporating all areas of life (economics, family and sexual relationships, religious observance, leadership, justice, guidance, food, property, and warfare). The details of the laws expand upon the great command of 6:5, that Israel is to love the Lord with all its heart, soul, and strength. Chapters 12–16 show what such total love of God will look like and provide examples of what the Ten Commandments (ch. 5) mean in practice.

Key Themes


	God’s uniqueness (4:1–40).

	Israel’s election (4:5–9; 7:6; 10:14–15; 14:1–2, 21).

	The land’s goodness (1:25; 6:10–11; 8:7–13; 11:8–15).

	God’s faithful promise-keeping (1:8, 19–46; 7:1–26; 8:1–20; 9:1–10:11).

	God’s power to defeat the enemies in the land (2:1–3:11; 4:1–40; 7:1–26).

	Exhortations to Israel to love, serve, fear, and obey God (6:5; 10:12–13; 13:4).

	Warnings against idolatry and instruction for proper worship of God (4:9–31; 5:6–10; 7:1–5; 8:19–20; 12:1–32; 13:1–18).

	The impact of God’s laws (12:1–27:26).

	Moses’ imminent death (1:37; 3:26; 4:21; 32:51; 34:1–12).



Outline

	Prologue (1:1–5)

	Moses’ First Speech: Historical Prologue (1:6–4:43)

	Moses’ Second Speech: General Covenant Stipulations (4:44–11:32)

	Moses’ Second Speech: Specific Covenant Stipulations (12:1–26:19)

	Moses’ Third Speech: Blessings and Curses (27:1–28:68)

	Moses’ Third Speech: Final Exhortation (29:1–30:20)

	Succession of Leadership (31:1–34:12)



The Setting of Deuteronomy

c. 1406 B.C.

The book of Deuteronomy records Moses’ words to the Israelites as they waited on the plains of Moab to enter Canaan. Moses begins by reviewing the events of Israel’s journey from Mount Sinai to the plains of Moab.
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The Global Message of Deuteronomy

A New Generation and the Redemptive Story 

The book of Deuteronomy takes place within the larger context of Numbers 22 to Joshua 2. The historical setting is that of Israel encamped on the plains of Moab, just outside of the Promised Land. For forty years, Israel wandered in the wilderness between Egypt and the Promised Land. During this time, the first generation perished except for Caleb, Joshua, and Moses. Deuteronomy is Moses’ final address to second-generation Israel. Its purpose is to challenge and exhort this generation to total devotion to the Lord within a renewed covenant relationship, promising blessings for loyalty and threatening curses for rebellion. 

Devotion to the King of Israel

Most of Deuteronomy is comprised of three speeches of Moses, each of which expresses Israel’s covenant relationship with God. Deuteronomy is a covenant document, similar in many ways to the covenant agreements between kings and their subjects in the ancient Near Eastern world. Deuteronomy reveals that the Lord, Israel’s king, established a covenantal relationship with Israel. 

This relationship was based on loyalty, similar to a marriage relationship; it was not an impersonal contract based on regulations, as in a formal business arrangement. Deuteronomy is fundamentally about relationship, not rules. At the heart of the covenantal relationship is the one true living God and his demand for absolute devotion from his people. Deuteronomy 6:4–5 summarizes the life of faithfulness that the Lord required of his people: “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.”

Such love for God is expressed through obedience to his commands. Faith always expresses itself in obedience (see John 14:15, 21; Gal. 5:6; James 2:14–26; 1 John 5:3). True faith in God is demonstrated by a life of faithfulness to God. Indeed, the Lord Jesus Christ taught that Deuteronomy 6:4–5 was the heart of the covenant and its greatest obligation; love for God must result in love for one’s neighbor (Mark 12:28–31). 

A Heart of Sin and the Coming Promise

Deuteronomy must be viewed within the larger framework of redemptive history. The golden calf rebellion narrated in the book of Exodus had already revealed that Israel was a part of the problem that she had been set apart to solve. Israel was “set on evil” as a stiff-necked people (Ex. 32:9–10, 22; 33:5; 34:9). Like all people everywhere, Israel had inherited from Adam an evil heart (see the “Global Message” essays on Genesis and Exodus). Deuteronomy develops this theme, describing Israel’s “stiff-necked” condition as uncircumcision of the heart (Deut. 9:6, 13–14; 10:16). Although Moses gives the people the choice of either covenant blessing or curse, he knows that they will deserve cursing rather than blessing, since their hearts are full of rebellion (31:21, 27; 32:5, 20). In the mysterious counsel of his sovereign will, the Lord had not yet given Israel a new heart (29:4).

Moses promises, however, that in their eventual exile the Lord himself will circumcise Israel’s heart, so that they can be loyal to God and thus inherit the blessings (Deut. 30:6). The covenant Lord will provide what he demands; he will perform the miraculous “heart surgery” required to recreate his people so that, released from the slavery to sin inherited from Adam, they might be completely devoted to their God. Enabled by sovereign grace, the people of God will inherit the covenantal blessings of the paradise-kingdom begun in Eden (28:1–14; 30:1–10). Centuries of sinful history (as recorded in Joshua through the books of Kings and Chronicles) will pass before Israel finds herself in exile under the threatened Mosaic covenant curses. And five more centuries will come and go before the promised circumcision of the heart finally arrives, in the person and work of Jesus Christ (Rom. 2:28–29; Phil. 3:3; Col. 2:11). In his cross and resurrection, the Lord recreates a people who fulfill the law by the enabling power of the Spirit (Rom. 8:1–4). 

Universal Themes in Deuteronomy

What God requires of everyone. While the cultures of the world are diverse, the essence of what God requires from his covenant people is the same for all people everywhere. God demands a life of total devotion. Deuteronomy regulated all of life for Israel, teaching them that everything must be subject to the Lord. All of life is worship to be offered to God. 

The Mosaic covenant of Deuteronomy is not the church’s covenant; the church lives in relationship with God under the new covenant (Jer. 31:31–34; Luke 22:20; 2 Cor. 3:6; Heb. 8:6–13). Nevertheless, both covenants govern every area of life; it is only the way in which loyalty to God is expressed that has changed. In every era of redemptive history, God calls people to yield all that they are to his goodness and lordship.

The letter and the spirit of the law. Deuteronomy’s commandments were not intended to be exhaustive, covering every possible circumstance. Instead, they established a standard by offering examples. They set out in broad outline what loyalty to the Lord should look like within the Mosaic covenant and offered guidelines that enabled judges and priests to render judgments upon matters not explicitly covered by the Mosaic law. 

In a similar way, the New Testament does not attempt to cover every possible situation. With Spirit-led wisdom, believers around the world must discern the Lord’s will in difficult matters not specifically addressed in Scripture (Rom. 12:2; Eph. 5:10, 17; Col. 1:9–10). As we walk in love, we know we are doing that which pleases God and expresses the spirit of the law (Rom. 13:8–10).

The Global Message of Deuteronomy for Today

Physical health and material wealth? Deuteronomy teaches that the Lord blesses his people for faithfulness and curses them for rebellion. Some segments of the global church, however, have twisted this into a “prosperity” gospel which promises physical health and material wealth to believers in this life if they will only have enough faith. This teaching, however, fails to account for the clear instruction of the New Testament. It is true that God does ultimately bless the righteous and condemn the wicked, but the material expression of this spiritual reality awaits Christ’s final and triumphant return. 

Suffering and trials. Prosperity teaching fails to grasp the “already–not yet” situation of the church. While the new age has dawned in Christ’s first coming, it will not be completed until his return. Therefore, while the blessings of the age to come have begun, they will not be poured out in fullness upon the church until Christ returns and completes the work of salvation. In fact, the New Testament teaches that the normal experience of the church in this present evil age will be suffering and trials, following the pattern of her crucified Lord (Matt. 10:25; 1 Pet. 2:21; 4:12–13). There will be no crown without a cross. The global church must come to terms with the truth that glory is promised but its visible manifestation is still to come (2 Cor. 4:17–18). The church is still “in the wilderness” and has not yet arrived at the ultimate Promised Land.

	


  The Command to Leave Horeb

   DEUTERONOMY 1 [†]These are the words that Moses spoke to all Israel beyond the Jordan in the wilderness, in  a the Arabah opposite  b Suph, between  c Paran and Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Dizahab. 2[†]It is eleven days’ journey from Horeb by the way of Mount Seir to  d Kadesh-barnea. 3 e In the fortieth year, on the first day of the eleventh month, Moses spoke to the people of Israel according to all that the LORD had given him in commandment to them, 4after  f he had defeated Sihon the king of the Amorites, who lived in Heshbon, and  g Og the king of Bashan, who lived in Ashtaroth and in  h Edrei. 5[†]Beyond the Jordan,  i in the land of Moab, Moses undertook to explain this law, saying, 6[†]“The LORD our God said to us in Horeb,  j ‘You have stayed long enough at this mountain. 7[†]Turn and take your journey, and go to  k the hill country of the Amorites and to all their neighbors in  a the Arabah,  l in the hill country and in the lowland and in the Negeb and  l by the seacoast, the land of the Canaanites, and Lebanon, as far as the great river, the river Euphrates. 8[†]See, I have set the land before you. Go in and take possession of the land that the LORD swore to your fathers,  m to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give to them and to their offspring after them.’

  Leaders Appointed

   9“At that time  n I said to you, ‘I am not able to bear you by myself. 10[†]The LORD your God has multiplied you, and behold,  o you are today as numerous as the stars of heaven. 11 p May the LORD, the God of your fathers, make you a thousand times as many as you are and bless you,  q as he has promised you! 12 r How can I bear by myself the weight and burden of you and your strife? 13[†] s Choose for your tribes wise, understanding, and experienced men, and I will appoint them as your heads.’ 14And you answered me, ‘The thing that you have spoken is good for us to do.’ 15So I took the heads of your tribes, wise and experienced men,  t and set them as heads over you, commanders of thousands, commanders of hundreds, commanders of fifties, commanders of tens, and officers, throughout your tribes. 16[†]And I charged your judges at that time, ‘Hear the cases between your brothers, and  u judge righteously between a man and his brother or the alien who is with him. 17 v You shall not be partial in judgment. You shall hear the small and the great alike. You shall not be intimidated by anyone, for  w the judgment is God’s. And the case that is too hard for you, you shall  x bring to me, and I will hear it.’ 18And I commanded you at that time all the things that you should do.

  Israel’s Refusal to Enter the Land

   19“Then we set out from Horeb and  y went through all that great and terrifying wilderness that you saw, on the way to the hill country of the Amorites, as the LORD our God commanded us. And  z we came to Kadesh-barnea. 20[†]And I said to you, ‘You have come to the hill country of the Amorites, which the LORD our God is giving us. 21See, the LORD your God has set the land before you. Go up, take possession, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has told you.  a Do not fear or be dismayed.’ 22Then all of you came near me and said, ‘Let us send men before us, that they may explore the land for us and bring us word again of the way by which we must go up and the cities into which we shall come.’ 23[†]The thing seemed good to me, and  b I took twelve men from you, one man from each tribe. 24And  c they turned and went up into the hill country, and came to the Valley of Eshcol and spied it out. 25And they took in their hands some of the fruit of the land and brought it down to us, and brought us word again and said, ‘It is a good land that the LORD our God is giving us.’

   26“Yet you would not go up, but rebelled against the command of the LORD your God. 27And  d you murmured in your tents and said, ‘Because the LORD  e hated us he has brought us out of the land of Egypt,  f to give us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us. 28[†]Where are we going up?  g Our brothers have made our hearts melt, saying,  h “The people are greater and taller than we. The cities are great and fortified up to heaven. And besides, we have seen  i the sons of the Anakim there.”’ 29[†]Then I said to you, ‘Do not be in dread or afraid of them. 30The LORD your God who goes before you  j will himself fight for you, just as he did for you in Egypt before your eyes, 31and in the wilderness, where you have seen how the LORD your God  k carried you, as a man carries his son, all the way that you went until you came to this place.’ 32[†]Yet in spite of this word  l you did not believe the LORD your God, 33 m who went before you in the way  n to seek you out a place to pitch your tents, in fire by night and in the cloud by day, to show you by what way you should go.

  The Penalty for Israel’s Rebellion

   34“And the LORD heard your words and was angered, and he swore, 35 o ‘Not one of these men of this evil generation shall see the good land that I swore to give to your fathers, 36[†] p except Caleb the son of Jephunneh. He shall see it, and to him and to his children I will give the land on which he has trodden, because he has wholly followed the LORD!’ 37[†]Even with me  q the LORD was angry on your account and said, ‘You also shall not go in there. 38 r Joshua the son of Nun,  r who stands before you, he shall enter.  s Encourage him, for he shall cause Israel to inherit it. 39[†]And as for  t your little ones, who you said would become a prey, and your children, who today  u have no knowledge of good or evil, they shall go in there. And to them I will give it, and they shall possess it. 40But as for you,  v turn, and journey into the wilderness in the direction of the Red Sea.’

   41“Then you answered me,  w ‘We have sinned against the LORD. We ourselves will go up and fight, just as the LORD our God commanded us.’ And every one of you fastened on his weapons of war and thought it easy to go up into the hill country. 42[†]And the LORD said to me,  x ‘Say to them, Do not go up or fight,  y for I am not in your midst, lest you be defeated before your enemies.’ 43So I spoke to you, and you would not listen; but you rebelled against the command of the LORD and  z presumptuously went up into the hill country. 44 a Then the Amorites who lived in that hill country came out against you and chased you  b as bees do and beat you down in Seir as far as  c Hormah. 45And you returned and wept before the LORD, but the LORD did not listen to your voice or give ear to you. 46So  d you remained at Kadesh many days, the days that you remained there.

  The Wilderness Years

   DEUTERONOMY 2 [†]“Then we turned and journeyed into the wilderness in the direction of the Red Sea,  e as the LORD told me. And for many days we traveled around Mount Seir. 2[†]Then the LORD said to me, 3‘You have been traveling around this mountain country  f long enough. Turn northward 4and command the people, “You are about to pass through the territory of  g your brothers, the people of Esau,  h who live in Seir; and  i they will be afraid of you. So be very careful. 5[†]Do not contend with them, for I will not give you any of their land, no, not so much as for the sole of the foot to tread on, because  h I have given Mount Seir to Esau as a possession. 6[†] j You shall purchase food from them with money, that you may eat, and you shall also buy water from them with money, that you may drink. 7For the LORD your God has blessed you in all the work of your hands.  k He knows your going through this great wilderness.  l These forty years the LORD your God has been with you. You have lacked nothing.”’ 8[†]So  m we went on, away from our brothers, the people of Esau, who live in Seir, away from  n the Arabah road from  o Elath and  p Ezion-geber.

  “And we turned and went in the direction of the wilderness of Moab. 9[†]And the LORD said to me,  q ‘Do not harass Moab or contend with them in battle, for I will not give you any of their land for a possession, because I have given  r Ar to  s the people of Lot for a possession.’ 10[†]( t The Emim formerly lived there,  u a people great and many, and tall  v as the Anakim. 11Like the Anakim they are also counted as  w Rephaim, but the Moabites call them Emim. 12 x The Horites also lived in Seir formerly, but the people of Esau dispossessed them and destroyed them from before them and settled in their place,  y as Israel did to the land of their possession, which the LORD gave to them.) 13[†]‘Now rise up and go over  z the brook Zered.’ So we went over  z the brook Zered. 14And the time from our leaving  a Kadesh-barnea until we crossed  b the brook Zered was thirty-eight years,  c until the entire generation, that is, the men of war, had perished from the camp, as the LORD had sworn to them. 15For indeed the hand of the LORD was against them, to destroy them from the camp, until they had perished.

   16“So as soon as all the men of war had perished and were dead from among the people, 17the LORD said to me, 18‘Today you are to cross the border of Moab at Ar. 19And when you approach the territory of the people of Ammon,  d do not harass them or contend with them, for I will not give you any of the land of the people of Ammon as a possession, because I have given it to  e the sons of Lot for a possession.’ 20(It is also counted as a land of  f Rephaim. Rephaim formerly lived there—but the Ammonites call them Zamzummim— 21 g a people great and many, and tall as the Anakim; but the LORD destroyed them before the Ammonites, [1] and they dispossessed them and settled in their place, 22as he did for the people of Esau, who live in Seir, when he destroyed  h the Horites before them and they dispossessed them and settled in their place even to this day. 23As for  i the Avvim, who lived in villages as far as  j Gaza,  k the Caphtorim, who came from Caphtor, destroyed them and settled in their place.) 24[†]‘Rise up, set out on your journey and  l go over the Valley of the Arnon. Behold, I have given into your hand Sihon the Amorite, king of  m Heshbon, and his land. Begin to take possession, and  n contend with him in battle. 25This day I will begin to put  o the dread and fear of you on the peoples who are under the whole heaven, who shall hear the report of you and shall tremble and be in anguish because of you.’

  The Defeat of King Sihon

   26[†]“So I sent messengers from the wilderness of  p Kedemoth to Sihon the king of  m Heshbon,  q with words of peace, saying, 27 r ‘Let me pass through your land. I will go only by the road; I will turn aside neither to the right nor to the left. 28 s You shall sell me food for money, that I may eat, and give me water for money, that I may drink. Only let me pass through on foot, 29 t as the sons of Esau who live in Seir and the Moabites who live in Ar did for me, until I go over the Jordan into the land that the LORD our God is giving to us.’ 30[†]But  u Sihon the king of  m Heshbon would not let us pass by him, for the LORD your God  v hardened his spirit and made his heart obstinate, that he might give him into your hand, as he is this day. 31And the LORD said to me, ‘Behold, I have begun to give Sihon and his land over to you. Begin to take possession, that you may occupy his land.’ 32[†]Then  w Sihon came out against us, he and all his people, to battle at Jahaz. 33And  x the LORD our God gave him over to us, and  y we defeated him and his sons and all his people. 34[†]And we captured all his cities at that time and devoted to destruction [2] every  z city, men, women, and children. We left no survivors. 35Only the livestock we took as spoil for ourselves, with the plunder of the cities that we captured. 36 a From Aroer, which is on the edge of the Valley of the Arnon, and from  b the city that is in the valley, as far as Gilead, there was not a city too high for us.  c The LORD our God gave all into our hands. 37Only to the land of the sons of Ammon you did not draw near, that is, to all the banks of the river  d Jabbok and the cities of the hill country, whatever the LORD our God had forbidden us.

  The Defeat of King Og

   DEUTERONOMY 3 [†]“Then we turned and went up the way to Bashan. And  e Og the king of Bashan came out against us, he and all his people, to battle at  f Edrei. 2But the LORD said to me, ‘Do not fear him, for I have given him and all his people and his land into your hand. And you shall do to him as you did to  g Sihon the king of the Amorites, who lived at Heshbon.’ 3So the LORD our God gave into our hand Og also, the king of Bashan, and all his people,  h and we struck him down until he had no survivor left. 4And we took all his cities at that time—there was not a city that we did not take from them—sixty cities,  i the whole region of Argob, the kingdom of Og in Bashan. 5[†]All these were cities fortified with high walls, gates, and bars, besides very many unwalled villages. 6And  j we devoted them to destruction, [1] as we did to Sihon the king of Heshbon, devoting to destruction every  k city, men, women, and children. 7But all the livestock and the spoil of the cities we took as our plunder. 8[†]So we took the land at that time out of the hand of the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, from the Valley of the Arnon to Mount Hermon 9(the Sidonians call  l Hermon  m Sirion, while the Amorites call it  n Senir), 10all the cities of the  o tableland and all Gilead and all Bashan, as far as  p Salecah and Edrei, cities of the kingdom of Og in Bashan. 11[†](For  q only Og the king of Bashan was left of the remnant of  r the Rephaim. Behold, his bed was a bed of iron. Is it not in  s Rabbah of the Ammonites? Nine cubits [2] was its length, and four cubits its breadth, according to the  t common cubit. [3])

   12“When we took possession of this land at that time, I gave to the Reubenites and the Gadites the territory beginning  u at Aroer, which is on the edge of the Valley of the Arnon, and half the hill country of Gilead with  v its cities. 13 w The rest of Gilead, and all Bashan, the kingdom of Og, that is,  x all the region of Argob, I gave to the half-tribe of Manasseh. (All that portion of Bashan is called the land of  r Rephaim. 14 y Jair the Manassite took all the region of Argob, that is, Bashan, as far as the border of  z the Geshurites and the Maacathites, and called the villages  a after his own name, Havvoth-jair, as it is to this day.) 15[†]To Machir  b I gave Gilead, 16and to the Reubenites  c and the Gadites I gave the territory from Gilead as far as the Valley of the Arnon, with the middle of the valley as a border, as far over as the river Jabbok,  d the border of the Ammonites; 17[†]the Arabah also, with the Jordan as the border, from  e Chinnereth as far as  f the Sea of the Arabah,  g the Salt Sea, under  h the slopes of Pisgah on the east.

   18[†]“And I commanded you at that time, saying, ‘The LORD your God has given you this land to possess.  i All your men of valor shall cross over armed before your brothers, the people of Israel. 19Only your wives, your little ones, and your livestock  j (I know that you have much livestock) shall remain in the cities that I have given you, 20[†] k until the LORD gives rest to your brothers, as to you, and they also occupy the land that the LORD your God gives them beyond the Jordan. Then each of you may return to his possession which I have given you.’ 21And I commanded  l Joshua at that time, ‘Your eyes have seen all that the LORD your God has done to these two kings. So will the LORD do to all the kingdoms into which you are crossing. 22You shall not fear them, for it is  m the LORD your God who fights for you.’

  Moses Forbidden to Enter the Land

   23“And I pleaded with the LORD at that time, saying, 24[†]‘O Lord GOD, you have only begun to show your servant  n your greatness and your mighty hand. For  o what god is there in heaven or on earth who can do such works and mighty acts as yours? 25Please let me go over and see  p the good land beyond the Jordan, that good hill country and  q Lebanon.’ 26[†]But  r the LORD was angry with me because of you and would not listen to me. And the LORD said to me,  s ‘Enough from you; do not speak to me of this matter again. 27 t Go up to the top of Pisgah and lift up your eyes westward and northward and southward and eastward, and look at it with your eyes, for you shall not go over this Jordan. 28But  u charge Joshua, and encourage and strengthen him, for he shall go over at the head of this people, and he shall put them in possession of the land that you shall see.’ 29[†]So we remained in  v the valley opposite Beth-peor.

  Moses Commands Obedience

   DEUTERONOMY 4 [†]“And now, O Israel, listen to  w the statutes and the rules [1] that I am teaching you, and do them,  x that you may live, and go in and take possession of the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you. 2[†] y You shall not add to the word that I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God that I command you. 3[†]Your eyes have seen what the LORD did  z at Baal-peor, for the LORD your God destroyed from among you all the men who followed the Baal of Peor. 4But you who held fast to the LORD your God are all alive today. 5See, I have taught you statutes and rules, as the LORD my God commanded me, that you should do them in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 6[†] a Keep them and do them, for  b that will be your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’ 7[†]For  c what great nation is there that has  d a god so near to it as the LORD our God is to us, whenever we call upon him? 8And what great nation is there, that has statutes and rules so  e righteous as all this law that I set before you today?

   9[†] f “Only take care, and  g keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things that your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life.  h Make them known to your children and your children’s children— 10[†]how on  i the day that you stood before the LORD your God at Horeb, the LORD said to me,  j ‘Gather the people to me, that I may let them hear my words,  k so that they may learn to fear  l me all the days that they live on the earth, and that they may teach their children so.’ 11And  m you came near and stood at the foot of the mountain, while  n the mountain burned with fire to the heart of heaven, wrapped in darkness, cloud, and gloom. 12Then  o the LORD spoke to you out of the midst of the fire. You heard the sound of words,  p but saw no form;  q there was only a voice. 13[†] r And he declared to you his covenant, which he commanded you to perform, that is,  s the Ten Commandments, [2]  t and he wrote them on two tablets of stone. 14And  u the LORD commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and rules, that you might do them in the land that you are going over to possess.

  Idolatry Forbidden

   15[†] v “Therefore watch yourselves very carefully. Since  w you saw no form on the day that the LORD spoke to you at Horeb out of the midst of the fire, 16beware  x lest you act corruptly  y by making a carved image for yourselves, in the form of any figure,  z the likeness of male or female, 17the likeness of any animal that is on the earth, the likeness of any winged bird that flies in the air, 18the likeness of anything that creeps on the ground, the likeness of any fish that is in the water under the earth. 19And beware lest you raise your eyes to heaven, and when you see  a the sun and the moon and the stars,  b all the host of heaven, you be drawn away and bow down to them and serve them, things that the LORD your God has allotted to all the peoples under the whole heaven. 20[†]But the LORD has taken you and  c brought you out of the iron furnace, out of Egypt,  d to be a people of his own inheritance, as you are this day. 21[†]Furthermore,  e the LORD was angry with me because of you, and he swore that I should not cross the Jordan, and that I should not enter the good land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance. 22For I must die in this land;  f I must not go over the Jordan. But you shall go over and take possession of  g that good land. 23[†] h Take care, lest you forget the covenant of the LORD your God, which he made with you, and  i make a carved image, the form of anything that the LORD your God has forbidden you. 24For  j the LORD your God is a consuming fire,  k a jealous God.

   25“When you father children and children’s children, and have grown old in the land,  l if you act corruptly by making a carved image in the form of anything, and  m by doing what is evil in the sight of the LORD your God, so as to provoke him to anger, 26I  n call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that you will soon utterly perish from the land that you are going over the Jordan to possess. You will not live long in it, but will be utterly destroyed. 27[†]And the LORD  o will scatter you among the peoples,  p and you will be left few in number among the nations where the LORD will drive you. 28And  q there you will serve gods of wood and stone, the work of human hands,  r that neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell. 29[†] s But from there you will seek the LORD your God and you will find him, if you search after him with all your heart and with all your soul. 30When you are in tribulation, and all these things come upon you  t in the latter days, you will return to the LORD your God and obey his voice. 31[†]For the LORD your God is  u a merciful God.  v He will not leave you or destroy you or forget the covenant with your fathers that he swore to them.

  The LORD Alone Is God

   32[†]“For  w ask now of the days that are past, which were before you, since the day that God created man on the earth, and ask from one end of heaven to the other, whether such a great thing as this has ever happened or was ever heard of. 33 x Did any people ever hear the voice of a god speaking out of the midst of the fire, as you have heard, and still live? 34Or has any god ever attempted to go and take a nation for himself from the midst of another nation, by trials,  y by signs, by wonders, and  z by war,  a by a mighty hand and  b an outstretched arm, and by great deeds of terror, all of which the LORD your God did for you in Egypt before your eyes? 35[†]To you it was shown,  c that you might know that the LORD is God;  d there is no other besides him. 36 e Out of heaven he let you hear his voice, that he might discipline you. And on earth he let you see his great fire, and  x you heard his words out of the midst of the fire. 37[†]And because  f he loved your fathers and chose their offspring after them [3] and brought you out of Egypt  g with his own presence, by his great power, 38 h driving out before you nations greater and mightier than you, to bring you in, to give you their land for an inheritance, as it is this day, 39know therefore today, and lay it to your heart, that  i the LORD is God in heaven above and on the earth beneath;  j there is no other. 40 k Therefore you shall keep his statutes and his commandments, which I command you today,  l that it may go well with you and with your children after you, and that you may prolong your days in the land that the LORD your God is giving you for all time.”

  Cities of Refuge

   41[†]Then Moses  m set apart three cities in the east beyond the Jordan, 42that  n the manslayer might flee there, anyone who kills his neighbor unintentionally, without being at enmity with him in time past; he may flee to one of these cities and save his life: 43 o Bezer in the wilderness on the  p tableland for the Reubenites, Ramoth in Gilead for the Gadites, and Golan in Bashan for the Manassites.

  Introduction to the Law

   44[†]This is the law that Moses set before the people of Israel. 45These are the testimonies, the statutes, and the rules, which Moses spoke to the people of Israel when they came out of Egypt, 46beyond the Jordan  q in the valley opposite Beth-peor, in the land of Sihon the king of the Amorites, who lived at Heshbon,  r whom Moses and the people of Israel defeated when they came out of Egypt. 47And they took possession of his land and the land  s of Og, the king of Bashan, the two kings of the Amorites, who lived to the east beyond the Jordan; 48 t from Aroer, which is on the edge of the Valley of the Arnon, as far as Mount  u Sirion [4] (that is,  v Hermon), 49together with all the Arabah on the east side of the Jordan as far as  w the Sea of the Arabah, under the slopes of Pisgah.

  The Ten Commandments

   DEUTERONOMY 5 [†]And Moses summoned all Israel and said to them, “Hear, O Israel, the statutes and the rules that I speak in your hearing today, and you shall learn them and be careful to do them. 2 x The LORD our God made a covenant with us in Horeb. 3[†] y Not with our fathers did the LORD make this covenant, but with us, who are all of us here alive today. 4The LORD spoke with you  z face to face at the mountain, out of the midst of the fire, 5[†] a while I stood between the LORD and you at that time, to declare to you the word of the LORD. For  b you were afraid because of the fire, and you did not go up into the mountain. He said:

   6[†] c “‘I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.

   7[†]“‘You shall have no other gods before [1] me.

   8[†]“‘You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 9[†]You shall not bow down to them or serve them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 10but showing steadfast love to  d thousands [2] of those who love me and keep my commandments.

   11[†]“‘You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.

   12[†]“‘Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it holy, as the LORD your God commanded you. 13Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 14but  e the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter or your male servant or your female servant, or your ox or your donkey or any of your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates,  f that your male servant and your female servant may rest as well as you. 15[†] g You shall remember that you were a slave [3] in the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God brought you out from there  h with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Therefore the LORD your God commanded you to keep the Sabbath day.

   16[†]“‘Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God commanded you,  i that your days may be long, and that it may go well with you in the land that the LORD your God is giving you.

   17[†] j “‘You shall not murder. [4]

   18[†] j “‘And you shall not commit adultery.

   19“‘And you shall not steal.

   20[†]“‘And you shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

   21“‘And you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife. And you shall not desire your neighbor’s house, his field, or his male servant, or his female servant, his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.’

   22“These words the LORD spoke to all your assembly  k at the mountain out of the midst of the fire, the cloud, and the thick darkness, with a loud voice; and he added no more. And  l he wrote them on two tablets of stone and gave them to me. 23And  m as soon as you heard the voice out of the midst of the darkness, while the mountain was burning with fire, you came near to me, all the heads of your tribes, and your elders. 24And you said, ‘Behold, the LORD our God has shown us his glory and  n greatness, and  o we have heard his voice out of the midst of the fire. This day we have seen God speak with man, and man  p still live. 25Now therefore why should we die? For this great fire will consume us.  q If we hear the voice of the LORD our God any more, we shall die. 26 p For who is there of all flesh, that has heard the voice of the living God speaking out of the midst of fire as we have, and has still lived? 27Go near and hear all that the LORD our God will say, and  r speak to us all that the LORD our God will speak to you, and we will hear and do it.’

   28“And the LORD heard your words, when you spoke to me. And the LORD said to me, ‘I have heard the words of this people, which they have spoken to you.  s They are right in all that they have spoken. 29 t Oh that they had such a heart as this always, to fear me and to keep all my commandments,  u that it might go well with them and with their descendants [5] forever! 30Go and say to them, “Return to your tents.” 31But you, stand here by me, and  v I will tell you the whole commandment and the statutes and the rules that you shall teach them, that they may do them in the land that I am giving them to possess.’ 32[†]You shall be careful therefore to do as the LORD your God has commanded you.  w You shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left. 33 x You shall walk in all the way that the LORD your God has commanded you, that you may live, and  y that it may go well with you, and that you may live long in the land that you shall possess.

  The Greatest Commandment

   DEUTERONOMY 6 “Now this is  z the commandment—the statutes and the rules [1]—that the LORD your God commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in the land to which you are going over, to possess it, 2that  a you may fear the LORD your God, you and your son and your son’s son, by keeping all his statutes and his commandments, which I command you, all the days of your life, and  b that your days may be long. 3[†]Hear therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do them, that it may go well with you, and that you may multiply greatly,  c as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing with milk and honey.

   4[†]“Hear, O Israel:  d The LORD our God, the LORD is one. [2] 5[†]You  e shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6And  f these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7[†] g You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 h You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 i You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

   10“And when the LORD your God brings you into the land that he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give you—with great and good cities  j that you did not build, 11and houses full of all good things that you did not fill, and cisterns that you did not dig, and vineyards and olive trees that you did not plant—and when you eat and are full, 12[†] k then take care lest you forget the LORD, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 13[†]It is  l the LORD your God you shall fear. Him you shall serve and  m by his name you shall swear. 14[†]You shall not  n go after other gods,  o the gods of the peoples who are around you— 15for  p the LORD your God in your midst  q is a jealous God— r lest the anger of the LORD your God be kindled against you, and he destroy you from off the face of the earth.

   16[†] s “You shall not put the LORD your God to the test,  t as you tested him at Massah. 17You shall  u diligently keep the commandments of the LORD your God, and his testimonies and his statutes, which he has commanded you. 18 v And you shall do what is right and good in the sight of the LORD, that it may go well with you, and that you may go in and take possession of the good land that the LORD swore to give to your fathers 19 w by thrusting out all your enemies from before you, as the LORD has promised.

   20[†] x “When your son asks you in time to come, ‘What is the meaning of the testimonies and the statutes and the rules that the LORD our God has commanded you?’ 21then you shall say to your son,  y ‘We were Pharaoh’s slaves in Egypt. And the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 22And  z the LORD showed signs and wonders, great and grievous, against Egypt and against Pharaoh and all his household, before our eyes. 23And he brought us out from there, that he might bring us in and give us the land that he swore to give to our fathers. 24And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes,  a to fear the LORD our God,  b for our good always, that  c he might preserve us alive, as we are this day. 25[†]And  d it will be righteousness for us, if we are careful to do all this commandment before the LORD our God, as he has commanded us.’

  A Chosen People

   DEUTERONOMY 7 [†]“When the  e LORD your God brings you into the land that you are entering to take possession of it, and clears away many nations before you,  f the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven nations  g more numerous and mightier than you, 2 h and when the LORD your God gives them over to you, and you defeat them, then you must  i devote them to complete destruction. [1]  j You shall make no covenant with them and show no mercy to them. 3[†] k You shall not intermarry with them, giving your daughters to their sons or taking their daughters for your sons, 4for they would turn away your sons from following me, to serve other gods.  l Then the anger of the LORD would be kindled against you, and he would destroy you  m quickly. 5[†]But thus shall you deal with them:  n you shall break down their altars and dash in pieces their  n pillars and chop down their  n Asherim and  o burn their carved images with fire.

   6[†]“For  p you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be  p a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8but  q it is because the LORD loves you and is keeping  r the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9Know therefore that the LORD your God is God,  s the faithful God  t who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations, 10and  u repays to their face those who hate him, by destroying them.  v He will not be slack with one who hates him. He will repay him to his face. 11 w You shall therefore be careful to do the commandment and the statutes and the rules that I command you today.

   12[†] x “And because you listen to these rules and keep and do them, the LORD your God will keep with you  y the covenant and the steadfast love that he swore to your fathers. 13He will  z love you, bless you, and multiply you.  a He will also bless the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground, your grain and your wine and your oil, the increase of your herds and the young of your flock, in the land that he swore to your fathers to give you. 14You shall be blessed above all peoples.  b There shall not be male or female barren among you or among your livestock. 15And the LORD will take away from you all sickness, and none of the evil  c diseases of Egypt, which you knew, will he inflict on you, but he will lay them on all who hate you. 16And  d you shall consume all the peoples that the LORD your God will give over to you.  e Your eye shall not pity them, neither shall you serve their gods, for that would be  f a snare to you.

   17[†]“If you say in your heart, ‘These nations are greater than I. How can I dispossess them?’ 18 g you shall not be afraid of them but you shall  h remember what the LORD your God did to Pharaoh and to all Egypt, 19the great trials that your eyes saw,  i the signs, the wonders, the mighty hand, and the outstretched arm, by which the LORD your God brought you out. So will the LORD your God do to all the peoples of whom you are afraid. 20[†]Moreover,  j the LORD your God will send hornets among them, until those who are left and hide themselves from you are destroyed. 21You shall not be in dread of them, for the LORD your God is  k in your midst,  l a great and awesome God. 22 m The LORD your God will clear away these nations before you little by little. You may not make an end of them at once, [2] lest the wild beasts grow too numerous for you. 23 n But the LORD your God will give them over to you and throw them into great confusion, until they are destroyed. 24And  o he will give their kings into your hand, and you shall  p make their name perish from under heaven.  q No one shall be able to stand against you until you have destroyed them. 25[†]The carved images of their gods  r you shall burn with fire. You  s shall not covet the silver or the gold that is on them or take it for yourselves, lest you be  t ensnared by it, for it is an abomination to the LORD your God. 26And you shall not bring an abominable thing into your house and become devoted to destruction [3] like it. You shall utterly detest and abhor it,  u for it is devoted to destruction.

  Remember the LORD Your God

   DEUTERONOMY 8 “The whole commandment that I command you today  v you shall be careful to do, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land that the LORD swore to give to your fathers. 2[†]And you shall remember the whole way that the LORD your God has led you  w these forty years in the wilderness, that he might humble you,  x testing you  y to know what was in your heart,  z whether you would keep his commandments or not. 3And he humbled you and  a let you hunger and  b fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make you know that  c man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word [1] that comes from the mouth of the LORD. 4[†] d Your clothing did not wear out on you and your foot did not swell these forty years. 5[†]Know then in your heart that,  e as a man disciplines his son, the LORD your God disciplines you. 6So you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God by walking in his ways and by fearing him. 7For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land,  f a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing out in the valleys and hills, 8a land of wheat and barley,  g of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, 9a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig copper. 10And you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the LORD your God for the good land he has given you.

   11“Take care lest you forget the LORD your God by not keeping his commandments and his rules and his statutes, which I command you today, 12 h lest, when you have eaten and are full and have built good houses and live in them, 13and when your herds and flocks multiply and your silver and gold is multiplied and all that you have is multiplied, 14[†] i then your heart be lifted up, and you  j forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, 15[†]who  k led you through the great and terrifying wilderness,  l with its fiery serpents and scorpions  m and thirsty ground where there was no water,  n who brought you water out of the flinty rock, 16who fed you in the wilderness with  o manna that your fathers did not know, that he might humble you and test you,  p to do you good in the end. 17[†]Beware  q lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth.’ 18You shall remember the LORD your God, for  r it is he who gives you power to get wealth,  s that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day. 19[†]And if you forget the LORD your God and go after other gods and serve them and worship them,  t I solemnly warn you today that you shall surely perish. 20Like the nations that the LORD makes to perish before you,  u so shall you perish, because you would not obey the voice of the LORD your God.

  Not Because of Righteousness

   DEUTERONOMY 9 [†]“Hear, O Israel: you are  v to cross over the Jordan today, to go in to dispossess nations  w greater and mightier than you, cities great and fortified up to heaven, 2[†]a people great and tall,  x the sons of the Anakim,  y whom you know, and of whom you have heard it said, ‘Who can stand before the sons of Anak?’ 3[†]Know therefore today that he who  z goes over before you  a as a consuming fire is the LORD your God. He will destroy them and subdue them before you.  b So you shall drive them out and make them perish quickly, as the LORD has promised you.

   4[†] c “Do not say in your heart, after the LORD your God has thrust them out before you, ‘It is because of my righteousness that the LORD has brought me in to possess this land,’ whereas it is  d because of the wickedness of these nations that the LORD is driving them out before you. 5 e Not because of your righteousness or the uprightness of your heart are you going in to possess their land, but because of the wickedness of these nations the LORD your God is driving them out from before you, and that he may confirm  f the word that the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

   6“Know, therefore, that the LORD your God is not giving you this good land to possess because of your righteousness, for you are  g a stubborn people. 7[†]Remember and do not forget how you provoked the LORD your God to wrath in the wilderness.  h From the day you came out of the land of Egypt until you came to this place, you have been rebellious against the LORD. 8[†]Even  i at Horeb you provoked the LORD to wrath, and the LORD was so angry with you that he was ready to destroy you. 9[†] j When I went up the mountain to receive the tablets of stone, the tablets of the covenant that the LORD made with you, I remained on the mountain  k forty days and forty nights. I neither ate bread nor drank water. 10And  l the LORD gave me the two tablets of stone written with the finger of God, and on them were all the words that the LORD had spoken with you on the mountain out of the midst of the fire  m on the day of the assembly. 11And at the end of forty days and forty nights the LORD gave me the two tablets of stone, the tablets of the covenant. 12[†]Then the LORD said to me,  n ‘Arise, go down quickly from here, for your people whom you have brought from Egypt have acted corruptly. They have  o turned aside quickly out of the way that I commanded them; they have made themselves a metal image.’

  The Golden Calf

   13 p “Furthermore, the LORD said to me, ‘I have seen this people, and behold, it is  g a stubborn people. 14 q Let me alone, that I may destroy them and  r blot out their name from under heaven. And  s I will make of you a nation mightier and greater than they.’ 15 t So I turned and came down from the mountain, and  u the mountain was burning with fire. And the two tablets of the covenant were in my two hands. 16And  v I looked, and behold, you had sinned against the LORD your God. You had made yourselves a golden [1] calf.  w You had turned aside quickly from the way that the LORD had commanded you. 17[†]So I took hold of the two tablets and threw them out of my two hands and broke them before your eyes. 18[†]Then I  x lay prostrate before the LORD  y as before, forty days and forty nights. I neither ate bread nor drank water, because of all the sin that you had committed,  z in doing what was evil in the sight of the LORD to provoke him to anger. 19For I was afraid of the anger and hot displeasure that the LORD bore against you, so that he was ready to destroy you.  a But the LORD listened to me that time also. 20And the LORD was so angry with Aaron that he was ready to destroy him. And I prayed for Aaron also at the same time. 21[†]Then  b I took the sinful thing, the calf that you had made, and burned it with fire and crushed it, grinding it very small, until it was as fine as dust. And I threw the dust of it into the brook that ran down from the mountain.

   22“At  c Taberah also, and at  d Massah and at  e Kibroth-hattaavah you provoked the LORD to wrath. 23And  f when the LORD sent you from Kadesh-barnea, saying, ‘Go up and take possession of the land that I have given you,’ then you rebelled against the commandment of the LORD your God and  g did not believe him or obey his voice. 24 h You have been rebellious against the LORD from the day that I knew you.

   25[†] x “So I lay prostrate before the LORD for these forty days and forty nights, because the LORD had said he would destroy you. 26 i And I prayed to the LORD, ‘O Lord GOD, do not destroy your people and your heritage, whom you have redeemed through your greatness, whom you have brought out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 27Remember your servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Do not regard the stubbornness of this people, or their wickedness or their sin, 28lest the land from which you brought us say,  j “Because the LORD was not able to bring them into the land that he promised them, and because he hated them, he has brought them out to put them to death in the wilderness.” 29 k For they are your people and your heritage, whom you brought out by your great power and by your outstretched arm.’

  New Tablets of Stone

   DEUTERONOMY 10 [†]“At that time the LORD said to me,  l ‘Cut for yourself two tablets of stone like the first, and come up to me on the mountain and  m make an ark of wood. 2And I will write on the tablets the words that were on the first tablets that you broke, and  n you shall put them in the ark.’ 3So I made an ark  o of acacia wood, and  p cut two tablets of stone like the first, and went up the mountain with the two tablets in my hand. 4And  q he wrote on the tablets, in the same writing as before, the Ten Commandments [1]  r that the LORD had spoken to you on the mountain out of the midst of the fire  s on the day of the assembly. And the LORD gave them to me. 5Then I turned and  t came down from the mountain and  u put the tablets in the ark that I had made.  v And there they are, as the LORD commanded me.”

   6[†](The people of Israel  w journeyed from Beeroth Bene-jaakan [2] to Moserah.  x There Aaron died, and there he was buried. And his son Eleazar ministered as priest in his place. 7 y From there they journeyed to Gudgodah, and from Gudgodah to Jotbathah, a land with brooks of water. 8At that time  z the LORD set apart the tribe of Levi  a to carry the ark of the covenant of the LORD  b to stand before the LORD to minister to him and  c to bless in his name, to this day. 9 d Therefore Levi has no portion or inheritance with his brothers. The LORD is his inheritance, as the LORD your God said to him.)

   10 e “I myself stayed on the mountain, as at the first time, forty days and forty nights,  f and the LORD listened to me that time also. The LORD was unwilling to destroy you. 11[†] g And the LORD said to me, ‘Arise, go on your journey at the head of the people, so that they may go in and possess the land, which I swore to their fathers to give them.’

  Circumcise Your Heart

   12[†]“And now, Israel,  h what does the LORD your God require of you, but  i to fear the LORD your God,  j to walk in all his ways,  k to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 13and  l to keep the commandments and statutes of the LORD, which I am commanding you today  m for your good? 14[†]Behold,  n to the LORD your God belong heaven and the heaven of heavens,  o the earth with all that is in it. 15Yet  p the LORD set his heart in love on your fathers and chose their offspring after them, you above all peoples, as you are this day. 16[†]Circumcise therefore  q the foreskin of your heart, and be no longer  r stubborn. 17[†]For the LORD your God is  s God of gods and  t Lord of lords,  u the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who is  v not partial and takes no bribe. 18 w He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner, giving him food and clothing. 19 x Love the sojourner, therefore, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt. 20[†] i You shall fear the LORD your God. You shall serve him and  y hold fast to him, and  z by his name you shall swear. 21 a He is your praise. He is your God,  b who has done for you these great and terrifying things that your eyes have seen. 22[†]Your fathers went down to Egypt  c seventy persons, and now the LORD your God has made you  d as numerous as the stars of heaven.

  Love and Serve the LORD

   DEUTERONOMY 11 [†] e “You shall therefore love the LORD your God and  f keep his charge, his statutes, his rules, and his commandments always. 2[†]And consider today (since I am not speaking to  g your children who have not known or seen it), consider the discipline [1] of the LORD your God,  h his greatness,  i his mighty hand and his outstretched arm, 3 j his signs and his deeds that he did in Egypt to Pharaoh the king of Egypt and to all his land, 4and what he did to the army of Egypt, to their horses and to their chariots,  k how he made the water of the Red Sea flow over them as they pursued after you, and how the LORD has destroyed them to this day, 5and  l what he did to you in the wilderness, until you came to this place, 6[†]and  m what he did to Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, son of Reuben, how the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with their households, their tents, and every living thing that followed them, in the midst of all Israel. 7[†]For your eyes have seen  n all the great work of the LORD that he did.

   8“You shall therefore keep the whole commandment that I command you today, that you may  o be strong, and go in and take possession of the land that you are going over to possess, 9and  p that you may live long in the land  q that the LORD swore to your fathers to give to them and to their offspring,  r a land flowing with milk and honey. 10For the land that you are entering to take possession of it is not like the land of Egypt, from which you have come, where you sowed your seed and irrigated it, [2] like a garden of vegetables. 11 s But the land that you are going over to possess is a land of hills and valleys, which drinks water by the rain from heaven, 12a land that the LORD your God cares for.  t The eyes of the LORD your God are always upon it, from the beginning of the year to the end of the year.

   13“And if you will indeed obey my commandments that I command you today,  u to love the LORD your God, and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul, 14[†] v he [3] will give the rain for your land in its season,  w the early rain and the later rain, that you may gather in your grain and your wine and your oil. 15 x And he will give grass in your fields for your livestock, and  y you shall eat and be full. 16[†]Take care  z lest your heart be deceived, and you turn aside and  a serve other gods and worship them; 17then  b the anger of the LORD will be kindled against you, and he  c will shut up the heavens, so that there will be no rain, and the land will yield no fruit, and  d you will perish quickly off the good land that the LORD is giving you.

   18[†] e “You shall therefore lay up these words of mine in your heart and in your soul, and  f you shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 19You shall teach them to your children, talking of them when you are sitting in your house, and when you are walking by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 20 g You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates, 21 h that your days and the days of your children may be multiplied in the land that the LORD swore to your fathers to give them,  i as long as the heavens are above the earth. 22For if  j you will be careful to do all this commandment that I command you to do, loving the LORD your God, walking in all his ways, and  k holding fast to him, 23then the LORD  l will drive out all these nations before you, and you will  m dispossess nations greater and mightier than you. 24 n Every place on which the sole of your foot treads shall be yours. Your territory shall be  o from the wilderness to [4] the Lebanon and from the River, the river Euphrates, to the western sea. 25 p No one shall be able to stand against you. The LORD your God will lay  q the fear of you and the dread of you on all the land that you shall tread,  r as he promised you.

   26[†] s “See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse: 27 t the blessing, if you obey the commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you today, 28[†]and  u the curse, if you do not obey the commandments of the LORD your God, but turn aside from the way that I am commanding you today,  v to go after other gods that you have not known. 29[†]And when the LORD your God brings you into the land that you are entering to take possession of it, you shall set  w the blessing on Mount Gerizim and the curse on Mount Ebal. 30[†]Are they not beyond the Jordan, west of the road, toward the going down of the sun, in the land of the Canaanites who live in the  x Arabah, opposite Gilgal, beside  y the oak [5] of Moreh? 31For you are  z to cross over the Jordan to go in to take possession of the land that the LORD your God is giving you. And when you possess it and live in it, 32you shall be careful  a to do all the statutes and the rules that I am setting before you today.

  The LORD’s Chosen Place of Worship

   DEUTERONOMY 12 [†] b “These are the statutes and rules that you shall be careful to do in the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, has given you to possess,  c all the days that you live on the earth. 2[†] d You shall surely destroy all the places where the nations whom you shall dispossess served their gods,  e on the high mountains and on the hills and under every green tree. 3You shall tear down their altars and dash in pieces  f their pillars and burn their  g Asherim with fire. You shall chop down the carved images of their gods and  h destroy their name out of that place. 4[†] i You shall not worship the LORD your God in that way. 5[†]But you shall seek  j the place that the LORD your God will choose out of all your tribes to put his name and make his habitation [1] there. There you shall go, 6and there you shall bring your burnt offerings and your sacrifices,  k your tithes and the contribution that you present, your vow offerings, your freewill offerings, and the  l firstborn of your herd and of your flock. 7[†]And  m there you shall eat before the LORD your God, and  n you shall rejoice, you and your households, in all that you undertake, in which the LORD your God has blessed you.

   8[†]“You shall not do according to all that we are doing here today,  o everyone doing whatever is right in his own eyes, 9for you have not as yet come to  p the rest and to the inheritance that the LORD your God is giving you. 10But when  q you go over the Jordan and live in the land that the LORD your God is giving you to inherit,  r and when he gives you rest from all your enemies around, so that you live in safety, 11then to  j the place that the LORD your God will choose, to make his name dwell there, there you shall bring all that I command you: your burnt offerings and your sacrifices,  k your tithes and the contribution that you present, and all your finest vow offerings that you vow to the LORD. 12[†]And  n you shall rejoice before the LORD your God, you and your sons and your daughters, your male servants and your female servants, and the Levite that is within your towns, since  s he has no portion or inheritance with you. 13[†] t Take care that you do not offer your burnt offerings at any place that you see, 14but at  j the place that the LORD will choose in one of your tribes, there you shall offer your burnt offerings, and there you shall do all that I am commanding you.

   15[†]“However, you may slaughter and eat meat within any of your towns, as much as you desire,  u according to the blessing of the LORD your God that he has given you.  v The unclean and the clean may eat of it, as of the gazelle and as of the deer. 16[†] w Only you shall not eat the blood; you shall pour it out on the earth like water. 17[†]You may not eat within your towns  k the tithe of your grain or of your wine or of your oil, or the firstborn of your herd or of your flock, or any of your vow offerings that you vow, or your freewill offerings or the contribution that you present, 18but  m you shall eat them before the LORD your God in  j the place that the LORD your God will choose, you and your son and your daughter, your male servant and your female servant, and the Levite who is within your towns. And  n you shall rejoice before the LORD your God in all that you undertake. 19 x Take care that you do not neglect the Levite as long as you live in your land.

   20“When the LORD your God  y enlarges your territory,  z as he has promised you, and you say, ‘I will eat meat,’ because you crave meat, you may eat meat whenever you desire. 21If  a the place that the LORD your God will choose to put his name there is too far from you,  b then you may kill any of your herd or your flock, which the LORD has given you, as I have commanded you, and you may eat within your towns whenever you desire. 22Just  c as the gazelle or the deer is eaten, so you may eat of it.  c The unclean and the clean alike may eat of it. 23 d Only be sure that you do not eat the blood,  e for the blood is the life, and you shall not eat the life with the flesh. 24You shall not eat it; you shall pour it out on the earth like water. 25You shall not eat it,  f that all may go well with you and with your children after you,  g when you do what is right in the sight of the LORD. 26[†]But the  h holy things that are due from you, and  i your vow offerings, you shall take, and you shall go to  a the place that the LORD will choose, 27and  j offer your burnt offerings, the flesh and the blood, on the altar of the LORD your God. The blood of your sacrifices shall be poured out on the altar of the LORD your God, but the flesh you may eat. 28Be careful to obey all these words that I command you,  f that it may go well with you and with your children after you forever, when you do what is good and right in the sight of the LORD your God.

  Warning Against Idolatry

   29“When  k the LORD your God cuts off before you the nations whom you go in to dispossess, and you dispossess them and dwell in their land, 30[†]take care  l that you be not ensnared to follow them, after they have been destroyed before you, and that you do not inquire about their gods, saying, ‘How did these nations serve their gods?—that I also may do the same.’ 31[†] m You shall not worship the LORD your God in that way, for every  n abominable thing that the LORD hates they have done for their gods, for  o they even burn their sons and their daughters in the fire to their gods.

   32[†] [2] “Everything that I command you, you shall be careful to do.  p You shall not add to it or take from it.

   DEUTERONOMY 13 [†]“If a prophet or  q a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, 2[†]and  r the sign or wonder that he tells you comes to pass, and if he says, ‘Let us go after other gods,’ which you have not known, ‘and let us serve them,’ 3[†]you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams. For the LORD your God  s is testing you, to know whether you love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 4[†]You shall  t walk after the LORD your God and fear him and keep his commandments and obey his voice, and you shall serve him and  u hold fast to him. 5[†]But  v that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has taught rebellion against the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt and redeemed you out of the house of slavery, to make you leave the way in which the LORD your God commanded you to walk.  w So you shall purge the evil [1] from your midst.

   6[†] x “If your brother, the son of your mother, or your son or your daughter or  y the wife you embrace [2] or your friend  z who is as your own soul entices you secretly, saying, ‘Let us go and serve other gods,’  a which neither you nor your fathers have known, 7some  b of the gods of the peoples who are around you, whether near you or far off from you, from the one end of the earth to the other, 8[†]you shall  c not yield to him or listen to him, nor  d shall your eye pity him, nor shall you spare him, nor shall you conceal him. 9But you shall kill him.  e Your hand shall be first against him to put him to death, and afterward the hand of all the people. 10 f You shall stone him to death with stones, because he sought to draw you away from the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 11[†]And  g all Israel shall hear and fear and never again do any such wickedness as this among you.

   12[†]“If you hear in one of your cities, which the LORD your God is giving you to dwell there, 13that certain  h worthless fellows have gone out among you and have drawn away the inhabitants of their city, saying, ‘Let us go and serve other gods,’ which you have not known, 14then you shall inquire and make search and ask  i diligently. And behold, if it be true and certain that such an abomination has been done among you, 15you shall surely put the inhabitants of that city to the sword, devoting it to destruction, [3] all who are in it and its cattle, with the edge of the sword. 16You shall gather all its spoil into the midst of its open square and  j burn the city and all its spoil with fire, as a whole burnt offering to the LORD your God. It shall be a  k heap forever. It shall not be built again. 17 l None of the devoted things shall stick to your hand,  m that the LORD may turn from the fierceness of his anger and show you mercy and have compassion on you and multiply you,  n as he swore to your fathers, 18if you obey the voice of the LORD your God,  o keeping all his commandments that I am commanding you today, and doing what is right in the sight of the LORD your God.

  Clean and Unclean Food

   DEUTERONOMY 14 [†]“You are  p the sons of the LORD your God.  q You shall not cut yourselves or make any  r baldness on your foreheads for the dead. 2For  s you are a people holy to the LORD your God, and the LORD has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.

   3[†] t “You shall not eat any abomination. 4[†] u These are the animals you may eat: the ox, the sheep, the goat, 5the deer, the gazelle, the roebuck, the wild goat, the ibex, [1] the antelope, and the mountain sheep. 6Every animal that parts the hoof and has the hoof cloven in two and chews the cud, among the animals, you may eat. 7Yet of those that chew the cud or have the hoof cloven you shall not eat these: the camel, the hare, and the  v rock badger, because they chew the cud but do not part the hoof, are unclean for you. 8And the pig, because it parts the hoof but does not chew the cud, is unclean for you. Their flesh you shall not eat, and  w their carcasses you shall not touch.

   9“Of all that are in the waters you may eat these: whatever has fins and scales you may eat. 10And whatever does not have fins and scales you shall not eat; it is unclean for you.

   11[†]“You may eat all clean birds. 12But these are the ones that you shall not eat: the eagle, [2] the bearded vulture, the black vulture, 13the kite, the falcon of any kind; 14every raven of any kind; 15the ostrich, the nighthawk, the sea gull, the hawk of any kind; 16the little owl and the short-eared owl, the barn owl 17and the tawny owl, the carrion vulture and the cormorant, 18the stork, the heron of any kind; the hoopoe and the bat. 19And all winged insects are unclean for you; they shall not be eaten. 20All clean winged things you may eat.

   21[†] x “You shall not eat anything that has died naturally. You may give it to the sojourner who is within your towns, that he may eat it, or you may sell it to a foreigner. For  y you are a people holy to the LORD your God.

   z “You shall not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk.

  Tithes

   22[†] a “You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. 23[†]And before the LORD your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there,  b you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil,  c and the firstborn of your herd and flock,  d that you may learn to fear the LORD your God always. 24[†]And if the way is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry the tithe, when the LORD your God blesses you, because  e the place is too far from you, which the LORD your God chooses, to set his name there, 25then you shall turn it into money and bind up the money in your hand and go to the place that the LORD your God chooses 26and spend the money for whatever you desire—oxen or sheep or wine or strong drink, whatever your appetite craves. And  b you shall eat there before the LORD your God and rejoice, you and your household. 27[†]And you shall not neglect  f the Levite who is within your towns, for  g he has no portion or inheritance with you.

   28[†] h “At the end of every three years you shall bring out all the tithe of your produce in the same year and lay it up within your towns. 29And the Levite, because  g he has no portion or inheritance with you, and the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, who are within your towns, shall come and eat and be filled, that  i the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands that you do.

  The Sabbatical Year

   DEUTERONOMY 15 [†]“At the end of  j every seven years you shall grant a release. 2And this is the manner of the release: every creditor shall release what he has lent to his neighbor. He shall not exact it of his neighbor, his brother, because the LORD’s release has been proclaimed. 3 k Of a foreigner you may exact it, but whatever of yours is with your brother your hand shall release. 4[†] l But there will be no poor among you;  m for the LORD will bless you in the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance to possess— 5 n if only you will strictly obey the voice of the LORD your God, being careful to do all this commandment that I command you today. 6For the LORD your God will bless you,  o as he promised you, and  p you shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow, and  q you shall rule over many nations, but they shall not rule over you.

   7[†]“If among you, one of your brothers should become poor, in any of your towns within your land that the LORD your God is giving you,  r you shall not harden your heart or shut your hand against your poor brother, 8but  s you shall open your hand to him and lend him sufficient for his need, whatever it may be. 9[†]Take care lest there be an unworthy thought in your heart and you say, ‘The seventh year, the year of release is near,’ and your  t eye look grudgingly [1] on your poor brother, and you give him nothing, and he  u cry to the LORD against you, and  v you be guilty of sin. 10You shall give to him freely, and  w your heart shall not be grudging when you give to him, because  x for this the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in all that you undertake. 11For  y there will never cease to be poor in the land. Therefore I command you,  s ‘You shall open wide your hand to your brother, to the needy and to the poor, in your land.’

   12[†] z “If your brother, a Hebrew man or a Hebrew woman, is sold [2] to you, he shall serve you six years, and in the seventh year you shall let him go free from you. 13[†]And when you let him go free from you, you shall not let him go empty-handed. 14You shall furnish him liberally out of your flock, out of your threshing floor, and out of your winepress.  a As the LORD your God has blessed you, you shall give to him. 15 b You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God redeemed you; therefore I command you this today. 16[†]But  c if he says to you, ‘I will not go out from you,’ because he loves you and your household, since he is well-off with you, 17then you shall take an awl, and put it through his ear into the door, and he shall be your slave [3] forever. And to your female slave [4] you shall do the same. 18[†]It shall not seem hard to you when you let him go free from you, for at half the cost of a hired worker he has served you six years. So the LORD your God will bless you in all that you do.

   19[†] d “All the firstborn males that are born of your herd and flock you shall dedicate to the LORD your God. You shall do no work with the firstborn of your herd, nor shear the firstborn of your flock. 20 e You shall eat it, you and your household, before the LORD your God year by year at the place that the LORD will choose. 21 f But if it has any blemish, if it is lame or blind or has any serious blemish whatever, you shall not sacrifice it to the LORD your God. 22You shall eat it within your towns.  g The unclean and the clean alike may eat it, as though it were a gazelle or a deer. 23 h Only you shall not eat its blood; you shall pour it out on the ground like water.

  Passover

   DEUTERONOMY 16 [†]“Observe the  i month of Abib and keep the Passover to the LORD your God, for  j in the month of Abib the LORD your God brought you out of Egypt by night. 2[†]And you shall offer the Passover sacrifice to the LORD your God, from the flock or  k the herd,  l at the place that the LORD will choose, to make his name dwell there. 3[†]You shall eat no leavened bread with it.  m Seven days you shall eat it with unleavened bread, the bread of affliction—for you came out of the land of Egypt  n in haste—that all the days of your life you may remember the day when you came out of the land of Egypt. 4 o No leaven shall be seen with you in all your territory for seven days,  p nor shall any of the flesh that you sacrifice on the evening of the first day remain all night until morning. 5[†]You may not offer the Passover sacrifice within any of your towns that the LORD your God is giving you, 6but at the place that the LORD your God will choose, to make his name dwell in it, there you shall offer the Passover sacrifice, in the evening at sunset, at the time you came out of Egypt. 7[†]And you shall cook it and eat it at the place that the LORD your God will choose. And in the morning you shall turn and go to your tents. 8For  q six days you shall eat unleavened bread, and on the seventh day there shall be  r a solemn assembly to the LORD your God. You shall do no work on it.

  The Feast of Weeks

   9[†] s “You shall count seven weeks. Begin to count the seven weeks from the time the sickle is first put to the standing grain. 10Then you shall keep  t the Feast of Weeks to the LORD your God with  u the tribute of a freewill offering from your hand, which you shall give  v as the LORD your God blesses you. 11And  w you shall rejoice before the LORD your God, you and your son and your daughter, your male servant and your female servant, the Levite who is within your towns, the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow who are among you, at the place that the LORD your God will choose, to make his name dwell there. 12 x You shall remember that you were a slave in Egypt; and you shall be careful to observe these statutes.

  The Feast of Booths

   13[†] y “You shall keep the Feast of Booths seven days, when you have gathered in the produce from your threshing floor and your winepress. 14 z You shall rejoice in your feast, you and your son and your daughter, your male servant and your female servant, the Levite, the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow who are within your towns. 15For  a seven days you shall keep the feast to the LORD your God at the place that the LORD will choose, because the LORD your God will bless you in all your produce and in all the work of your hands, so that you will be altogether joyful.

   16[†] b “Three times a year all your males shall appear before the LORD your God at the place that he will choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the Feast of Weeks, and at the Feast of Booths.  c They shall not appear before the LORD empty-handed. 17Every man  d shall give as he is able,  v according to the blessing of the LORD your God that he has given you.

  Justice

   18[†]“You shall appoint  e judges and officers in all your towns that the LORD your God is giving you, according to your tribes, and they shall judge the people with righteous judgment. 19[†] f You shall not pervert justice.  g You shall not show partiality,  h and you shall not accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and subverts the cause of the righteous. 20Justice, and only justice, you shall follow, that you may live and inherit the land that the LORD your God is giving you.

  Forbidden Forms of Worship

   21[†]“You shall not plant any tree as  i an Asherah beside the altar of the LORD your God that you shall make. 22And you shall not set up a pillar, which the LORD your God hates.

   DEUTERONOMY 17 [†] j “You shall not sacrifice to the LORD your God an ox or a sheep in which is a blemish, any defect whatever, for that is an abomination to the LORD your God.

   2[†] k “If there is found among you, within any of your towns that the LORD your God is giving you, a man or woman who does what is evil in the sight of the LORD your God,  l in transgressing his covenant, 3and has gone and served other gods and worshiped them, or  m the sun or the moon or any of the host of heaven,  n which I have forbidden, 4[†]and it is told you and you hear of it, then you shall inquire  o diligently, and if it is true and certain that such an abomination has been done in Israel, 5then you shall bring out to your gates that man or woman who has done this evil thing, and you  p shall stone that man or woman to death with stones. 6[†] q On the evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses the one who is to die shall be put to death; a person shall not be put to death on the evidence of one witness. 7 r The hand of the witnesses shall be first against him to put him to death, and afterward the hand of all the people. So  s you shall purge [1] the evil [2] from your midst.

  Legal Decisions by Priests and Judges

   8[†]“If any case arises requiring decision between one kind of homicide and another, one kind of legal right and another, or one kind of assault and another, any case within your towns that is too difficult for you, then you shall arise and go up to  t the place that the LORD your God will choose. 9 u And you shall come to the Levitical priests and to the judge who is in office in those days, and you shall consult them, and  v they shall declare to you the decision. 10[†]Then you shall do according to what they declare to you from that place that the LORD will choose. And you shall be careful to do according to all that they direct you. 11According to the instructions that they give you, and according to the decision which they pronounce to you, you shall do. You shall not turn aside from the verdict that they declare to you, either to the right hand or to the left. 12The man who  w acts presumptuously by not obeying the priest  x who stands to minister there before the LORD your God, or the judge, that man shall die. So  s you shall purge the evil from Israel. 13And all the people  y shall hear and fear and not act presumptuously again.

  Laws Concerning Israel’s Kings

   14[†]“When you come to the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you possess it and dwell in it and then say,  z ‘I will set a king over me, like all the nations that are around me,’ 15you may indeed set a king over you  a whom the LORD your God will choose. One  b from among your brothers you shall set as king over you. You may not put a foreigner over you, who is not your brother. 16[†]Only he must not acquire many  c horses for himself or cause the people  d to return to Egypt in order to acquire many horses, since the LORD has said to you,  e ‘You shall never return that way again.’ 17And he  f shall not acquire many wives for himself, lest his heart turn away,  g nor shall he acquire for himself excessive silver and gold.

   18[†]“And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom,  h he shall write for himself in a book a copy of this law,  i approved by [3] the Levitical priests. 19And  j it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the days of his life,  k that he may learn to fear the LORD his God by keeping all the words of this law and these statutes, and doing them, 20that his heart may not be lifted up above his brothers, and that he  l may not turn aside from the commandment, either to the right hand or to the left,  m so that he may continue long in his kingdom, he and his children, in Israel.


	


  Provision for Priests and Levites

   DEUTERONOMY 18 [†]“The Levitical priests, all the tribe of Levi,  n shall have no portion or inheritance with Israel. They  o shall eat the LORD’s food offerings [1] as their [2] inheritance. 2They shall have no inheritance among their brothers; the LORD is their inheritance, as he promised them. 3[†]And this shall be the priests’ due from the people, from those offering a sacrifice, whether an ox or a sheep:  p they shall give to the priest the shoulder and the two cheeks and the stomach. 4 q The firstfruits of your grain, of your wine and of your oil, and the first fleece of your sheep, you shall give him. 5For the LORD your God has chosen him out of all your tribes  r to stand and minister in the name of the LORD, him and his sons for all time.

   6[†]“And if a Levite comes from any of your towns out of all Israel,  s where he lives—and he may come when he desires [3]— t to the place that the LORD will choose, 7and ministers in the name of the LORD his God,  u like all his fellow Levites who stand to minister there before the LORD, 8then he may have equal  v portions to eat, besides what he receives from the sale of his patrimony. [4]

  Abominable Practices

   9[†]“When you come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you,  w you shall not learn to follow the abominable practices of those nations. 10There shall not be found among you anyone  x who burns his son or his daughter as an offering, [5] anyone who  y practices divination or  z tells fortunes or interprets omens, or  a a sorcerer 11or a charmer or  b a medium or a necromancer or  c one who inquires of the dead, 12[†] d for whoever does these things is an abomination to the LORD. And  e because of these abominations the LORD your God is driving them out before you. 13You shall be blameless before the LORD your God, 14for these nations, which you are about to dispossess, listen to fortune-tellers and to diviners. But as for you, the LORD your God has not allowed you to do this.

  A New Prophet like Moses

   15[†] f “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16just as you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb  g on the day of the assembly, when you said,  h ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ 17And the LORD said to me,  i ‘They are right in what they have spoken. 18 f I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers.  j And I will put my words in his mouth, and  k he shall speak to them all that I command him. 19 l And whoever will  m not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him. 20[†] n But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name that I have not commanded him to speak, or [6] who speaks in the name of other gods, that same prophet shall die.’ 21And if you say in your heart, ‘How may we know the word that the LORD has not spoken?’— 22 o when a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the word does not come to pass or come true, that is a word that the LORD has not spoken;  n the prophet has spoken it presumptuously. You need not be afraid of him.

  Laws Concerning Cities of Refuge

   DEUTERONOMY 19 [†]“When  p the LORD your God cuts off the nations whose land the LORD your God is giving you, and you dispossess them and dwell in their cities and in their houses, 2 q you shall set apart three cities for yourselves in the land that the LORD your God is giving you to possess. 3You shall measure the distances [1] and divide into three parts the area of the land that the LORD your God gives you as a possession, so that any manslayer can flee to them.

   4[†]“This is the provision for  r the manslayer, who by fleeing there may save his life. If anyone kills his neighbor unintentionally without having hated him in the past— 5as when someone goes into the forest with his neighbor to cut wood, and his hand swings the axe to cut down a tree, and the head slips from the handle and strikes his neighbor so that he dies—he may flee to one of these cities and live, 6lest  s the avenger of blood in hot anger pursue the manslayer and overtake him, because the way is long, and strike him fatally, though the man did not deserve to die, since he had not hated his neighbor in the past. 7Therefore I command you, You shall set apart three cities. 8[†] t And if the LORD your God enlarges your territory,  u as he has sworn to your fathers, and  v gives you all the land that he promised to give to your fathers— 9provided you are careful to keep all this commandment, which I command you today, by loving the LORD your God and by walking ever in his ways— w then you shall add three other cities to these three, 10lest innocent blood be shed in your land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance, and so the guilt of bloodshed be upon you.

   11“But if anyone hates his neighbor and lies in wait for him and attacks him  x and strikes him fatally so that he dies, and he flees into one of these cities, 12then the elders of his city shall send and take him from there, and hand him over to the avenger of blood, so that he may die. 13[†] y Your eye shall not pity him,  z but you shall purge the guilt of innocent blood [2] from Israel, so that it may be well with you.

  Property Boundaries

   14[†] a “You shall not move your neighbor’s landmark, which the men of old have set, in the inheritance that you will hold in the land that the LORD your God is giving you to possess.

  Laws Concerning Witnesses

   15[†]“A single witness shall not suffice against a person for any crime or for any wrong in connection with any offense that he has committed.  b Only on the evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses shall a charge be established. 16[†]If  c a malicious witness arises to accuse a person of wrongdoing, 17then both parties to the dispute shall appear before the LORD,  d before the priests and the judges who are in office in those days. 18The judges shall  e inquire diligently, and if the witness is a false witness and has accused his brother falsely, 19 f then you shall do to him as he had meant to do to his brother. So you shall purge the evil [3] from your midst. 20And the rest  g shall hear and fear, and shall never again commit any such evil among you. 21[†] y Your eye shall not pity.  h It shall be life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.

  Laws Concerning Warfare

   DEUTERONOMY 20 [†]“When you go out to war against your enemies, and see  i horses and chariots and an army larger than your own, you shall not be afraid of them, for the LORD your God is  j with you, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt. 2And when you draw near to the battle,  k the priest shall come forward and speak to the people 3and shall say to them, ‘Hear, O Israel, today you are drawing near for battle against your enemies: let not your heart faint. Do not fear or panic or be in dread of them, 4for the LORD your God is he who goes with you  l to fight for you against your enemies, to give you the victory.’ 5[†]Then the officers shall speak to the people, saying, ‘Is there any man who has built a new house and has not dedicated it? Let him go back to his house, lest he die in the battle and another man dedicate it. 6And is there any man who has planted a vineyard and has not  m enjoyed its fruit? Let him go back to his house, lest he die in the battle and another man enjoy its fruit. 7 n And is there any man who has betrothed a wife and has not taken her? Let him go back to his house, lest he die in the battle and another man take her.’ 8[†]And the officers shall speak further to the people, and say,  o ‘Is there any man who is fearful and fainthearted? Let him go back to his house, lest he make the heart of his fellows melt like his own.’ 9And when the officers have finished speaking to the people, then commanders shall be appointed at the head of the people.

   10[†]“When you draw near to a city to fight against it,  p offer terms of peace to it. 11And if it responds to you peaceably and it opens to you, then all the people who are found in it shall do forced labor for you and shall serve you. 12But if it makes no peace with you, but makes war against you, then you shall besiege it. 13And when the LORD your God gives it into your hand,  q you shall put all its males to the sword, 14 r but the women and the little ones, the livestock, and everything else in the city, all its spoil, you  s shall take as plunder for yourselves. And  t you shall enjoy the spoil of your enemies, which the LORD your God has given you. 15Thus you shall do to all the cities that are very far from you, which are not cities of the nations here. 16[†]But  u in the cities of these peoples that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance, you shall save alive nothing that breathes, 17but  v you shall devote them to complete destruction, [1] the Hittites and the Amorites, the Canaanites and the Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, as the LORD your God has commanded, 18that  w they may not teach you to do according to all their abominable practices that they have done for their gods, and so you  x sin against the LORD your God.

   19[†]“When you besiege a city for a long time, making war against it in order to take it,  y you shall not destroy its trees by wielding an axe against them. You may eat from them, but you shall not cut them down. Are the trees in the field human, that they should be besieged by you? 20Only the trees that you know are not trees for food you may destroy and cut down, that you may build siegeworks against the city that makes war with you, until it falls.

  Atonement for Unsolved Murders

   DEUTERONOMY 21 [†]“If in the land that the LORD your God is giving you to possess someone is found slain, lying in the open country, and it is not known who killed him, 2then your elders and your judges shall come out, and they shall measure the distance to the surrounding cities. 3And the elders of the city that is nearest to the slain man shall take a heifer  z that has never been worked and that has not pulled in a yoke. 4[†]And the elders of that city shall bring the heifer down to a valley with running water, which is neither plowed nor sown, and shall break the heifer’s neck there in the valley. 5Then the priests, the sons of Levi, shall come forward, for the LORD your God has chosen  a them to minister to him and to bless in the name of the LORD, and  b by their word every dispute and every assault shall be settled. 6And all the elders of that city nearest to the slain man  c shall wash their hands over the heifer whose neck was broken in the valley, 7and they shall testify, ‘Our hands did not shed this blood, nor did our eyes see it shed. 8Accept atonement, O LORD, for your people Israel, whom you have redeemed, and  d do not set the guilt of innocent blood in the midst of your people Israel, so that their blood guilt be atoned for.’ 9[†]So  e you shall purge the guilt of innocent blood from your midst, when you do what is right in the sight of the LORD.

  Marrying Female Captives

   10[†]“When you go out to war against your enemies, and the LORD your God gives them into your hand and you take them captive, 11and you see among the captives a beautiful woman, and you desire to take her to be your wife, 12[†]and you bring her home to your house, she shall shave her head and pare her nails. 13And she shall take off the clothes in which she was captured and shall remain in your house and  f lament her father and her mother a full month. After that you may go in to her and be her husband, and she shall be your wife. 14But if you no longer delight in her, you shall  g let her go where she wants. But you shall not sell her for money, nor shall you  h treat her as a slave, since you have humiliated her.

  Inheritance Rights of the Firstborn

   15[†]“If a man has two wives,  i the one loved and the other unloved, and both the loved and the unloved have borne him children, and if the firstborn son belongs to the unloved, [1] 16then on the day when  j he assigns his possessions as an inheritance to his sons, he may not treat the son of the loved as the firstborn in preference to the son of the unloved, who is the firstborn, 17but he shall acknowledge the firstborn, the son of the unloved, by giving him a double portion of all that he has, for he is  k the firstfruits of his strength.  l The right of the firstborn is his.

  A Rebellious Son

   18[†]“If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not obey the voice of his father or the voice of his mother, and, though they discipline him, will not listen to them, 19then his father and his mother shall take hold of him and bring him out to the elders of his city at the gate of the place where he lives, 20and they shall say to the elders of his city, ‘This our son is stubborn and rebellious; he will not obey our voice; he is a glutton and a drunkard.’ 21 m Then all the men of the city shall stone him to death with stones.  n So you shall purge the evil from your midst,  o and all Israel shall hear, and fear.

  A Man Hanged on a Tree Is Cursed

   22“And if a man has committed a crime punishable by death and he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree, 23 p his body shall not remain all night on the tree, but you shall bury him the same day, for  q a hanged man is cursed by God.  r You shall not defile your land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance.

  Various Laws

   DEUTERONOMY 22 “You  s shall not see your brother’s ox or his sheep going astray and ignore them. You shall take them back to your brother. 2And if he does not live near you and you do not know who he is, you shall bring it home to your house, and it shall stay with you until your brother seeks it. Then you shall restore it to him. 3And you shall do the same with his donkey or with his garment, or with any lost thing of your brother’s, which he loses and you find; you may not ignore it. 4 t You shall not see your brother’s donkey or his ox fallen down by the way and ignore them. You shall help him to lift them up again.

   5“A woman shall not wear a man’s garment, nor shall a man put on a woman’s cloak,  u for whoever does these things is an abomination to the LORD your God.

   6[†]“If you come across a bird’s nest in any tree or on the ground, with young ones or eggs and the mother sitting on the young or on the eggs,  v you shall not take the mother with the young. 7You shall let the mother go, but the young you may take for yourself,  w that it may go well with you, and that you may live long.

   8[†]“When you build a new house, you shall make a parapet for your roof, that you may not bring the guilt of blood upon your house, if anyone should fall from it.

   9[†] x “You shall not sow your vineyard with two kinds of seed, lest the whole yield be forfeited, [1] the crop that you have sown and the yield of the vineyard. 10You shall not plow with an ox and a donkey together. 11You shall not wear cloth of wool and linen mixed together.

   12[†] y “You shall make yourself tassels on the four corners of the garment with which you cover yourself.

  Laws Concerning Sexual Immorality

   13“If any man takes a wife and  z goes in to her and then hates her 14[†]and accuses her of misconduct and brings a bad name upon her, saying, ‘I took this woman, and when I came near her, I did not find in her evidence of virginity,’ 15then the father of the young woman and her mother shall take and bring out the evidence of her virginity to the elders of the city in the gate. 16And the father of the young woman shall say to the elders, ‘I gave my daughter to this man to marry, and he hates her; 17and behold, he has accused her of misconduct, saying, “I did not find in your daughter evidence of virginity.” And yet this is the evidence of my daughter’s virginity.’ And they shall spread the cloak before the elders of the city. 18Then the elders of that city shall take the man and whip [2] him, 19[†]and they shall fine him a hundred shekels [3] of silver and give them to the father of the young woman, because he has brought a bad name upon a virgin [4] of Israel. And she shall be his wife.  a He may not divorce her all his days. 20But if the thing is true, that evidence of virginity was not found in the young woman, 21[†]then they shall bring out the young woman to the door of her father’s house, and  b the men of her city shall stone her to death with stones, because she has  c done an outrageous thing in Israel by whoring in her father’s house.  d So you shall purge the evil from your midst.

   22[†] e “If a man is found lying with the wife of another man, both of them shall die, the man who lay with the woman, and the woman.  d So you shall purge the evil from Israel.

   23[†]“If there is a  f betrothed virgin, and a man meets her in the city and lies with her, 24then you shall bring them both out to the gate of that city, and you shall stone them to death with stones, the young woman because she did not cry for help though she was in the city, and the man because he violated his neighbor’s wife.  d So you shall purge the evil from your midst.

   25“But if in the open country a man meets a young woman who is betrothed, and the man seizes her and lies with her, then only the man who lay with her shall die. 26But you shall do nothing to the young woman; she has committed no offense punishable by death. For this case is like that of a man attacking and murdering his neighbor, 27because he met her in the open country, and though the betrothed young woman cried for help there was no one to rescue her.

   28 g “If a man meets a virgin who is not betrothed, and seizes her and lies with her, and they are found, 29[†]then the man who lay with her shall give to the father of the young woman fifty shekels of silver, and she shall be his wife, because he has violated her. He may not divorce her all his days.

   30[†] [5]  h “A man shall not take his father’s wife, so that he does not  i uncover his father’s nakedness. [6]

  Those Excluded from the Assembly

   DEUTERONOMY 23 [†]“No one whose testicles are crushed or whose male organ is cut off shall enter the assembly of the LORD.

   2[†] j “No one born of a forbidden union may enter the assembly of the LORD. Even to the tenth generation, none of his descendants may enter the assembly of the LORD.

   3 k “No Ammonite or Moabite may enter the assembly of the LORD. Even to the tenth generation, none of them may enter the assembly of the LORD forever, 4 l because they did not meet you with bread and with water on the way, when you came out of Egypt, and because they  m hired against you Balaam the son of Beor from Pethor of  n Mesopotamia, to curse you. 5But the LORD your God would not listen to Balaam; instead the LORD your God turned  o the curse into a blessing for you, because the LORD your God loved you. 6You  p shall not seek their peace or their prosperity all your days forever.

   7[†]“You shall not abhor an Edomite, for  q he is your brother. You shall not abhor an Egyptian, because  r you were a sojourner in his land. 8Children born to them in the third generation may enter the assembly of the LORD.

  Uncleanness in the Camp

   9[†]“When you are encamped against your enemies, then you shall keep yourself from every evil thing.

   10“If any man among you becomes  s unclean because of a nocturnal emission, then he shall go outside the camp. He shall not come inside the camp, 11but when evening comes, he shall  t bathe himself in water, and as the sun sets, he may come inside the camp.

   12“You shall have a place outside the camp, and you shall go out to it. 13And you shall have a trowel with your tools, and when you sit down outside, you shall dig a hole with it and turn back and cover up your excrement. 14Because  u the LORD your God walks in the midst of your camp, to deliver you and to give up your enemies before you, therefore your camp must be holy, so that he may not see anything indecent among you and turn away from you.

  Miscellaneous Laws

   15[†] v “You shall not give up to his master a slave [1] who has escaped from his master to you. 16He shall dwell with you, in your midst, in the place that he shall choose within one of your towns, wherever it suits him. You shall not wrong him.

   17[†]“None of the  w daughters of Israel shall be a cult prostitute, and none  x of the sons of Israel shall be a cult prostitute. 18You shall not bring the fee of a prostitute or the wages of a dog [2] into the house of the LORD your God in payment for any vow, for both of these are an abomination to the LORD your God.

   19[†] y “You shall not charge interest on loans to your brother,  z interest on money, interest on food, interest on anything that is lent for interest. 20 a You may charge a foreigner interest, but you may not charge your brother interest,  b that the LORD your God may bless you in all that you undertake in the land that you are entering to take possession of it.

   21[†] c “If you make a vow to the LORD your God, you shall not delay fulfilling it, for the LORD your God will surely require it of you, and you will be guilty of sin. 22But if you refrain from vowing, you will not be guilty of sin. 23You shall be careful to do what has passed your lips, for you have voluntarily vowed to the LORD your God what you have promised with your mouth.

   24[†]“If you go into your neighbor’s vineyard, you may eat your fill of grapes, as many as you wish, but you shall not put any in your bag. 25If you go into your neighbor’s standing grain,  d you may pluck the ears with your hand, but you shall not put a sickle to your neighbor’s standing grain.

  Laws Concerning Divorce

   DEUTERONOMY 24 [†]“When a man takes a wife and marries her, if then she finds no favor in his eyes because he has found some indecency in her, and  e he writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, and she departs out of his house, 2and if she goes and becomes another man’s wife, 3and the latter man hates her and writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, or if the latter man dies, who took her to be his wife, 4then  f her former husband, who sent her away, may not take her again to be his wife, after she has been defiled, for that is an abomination before the LORD. And you shall not bring sin upon the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance.

  Miscellaneous Laws

   5[†] g “When a man is newly married, he shall not go out with the army or be liable for any other public duty. He shall be free at home one year  h to be happy with his wife whom he has taken.

   6[†]“No one shall take a mill or an upper millstone in pledge, for that would be taking a life in pledge.

   7[†] i “If a man is found stealing one of his brothers of the people of Israel, and if he  j treats him as a slave or sells him, then that thief shall die.  k So you shall purge the evil from your midst.

   8[†]“Take care, in  l a case of leprous [1] disease, to be very careful to do according to all that the Levitical priests shall direct you. As I commanded them, so you shall be careful to do. 9Remember what the LORD your God did to  m Miriam  n on the way as you came out of Egypt.

   10[†]“When you make your neighbor a loan of any sort, you shall not go into his house to collect his pledge. 11You shall stand outside, and the man to whom you make the loan shall bring the pledge out to you. 12[†]And if he is a poor man, you shall not sleep in his pledge. 13 o You shall restore to him the pledge as the sun sets, that he may sleep in his cloak and  p bless you. And  q it shall be righteousness for you before the LORD your God.

   14“You shall not  r oppress a hired worker who is poor and needy, whether he is one of your brothers or one of the sojourners who are in your land within your towns. 15 s You shall give him his wages on the same day, before the sun sets (for he is poor and counts on it),  t lest he cry against you to the LORD, and you be guilty of sin.

   16 u “Fathers shall not be put to death because of their children, nor shall children be put to death because of their fathers. Each one shall be put to death for his own sin.

   17 v “You shall not pervert the justice due to the sojourner or to the fatherless,  w or take a widow’s garment in pledge, 18but  x you shall remember that you were a slave in Egypt and the LORD your God redeemed you from there; therefore I command you to do this.

   19[†] y “When you reap your harvest in your field and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not go back to get it. It shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow,  z that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. 20When you beat your olive trees, you shall not go over them again. It shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow. 21When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, you shall not strip it afterward. It shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow. 22 x You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt; therefore I command you to do this.

   DEUTERONOMY 25 [†]“If there is a  a dispute between men and they come into court and the judges decide between them,  b acquitting the innocent and condemning the guilty, 2then if the guilty man deserves to be beaten, the judge shall cause him to lie down and be beaten in his presence with a number of stripes in proportion to his offense. 3[†] c Forty stripes may be given him, but not more, lest, if one should go on to beat him with more stripes than these, your brother be degraded in your sight.

   4[†] d “You shall not muzzle an ox when it is treading out the grain.

  Laws Concerning Levirate Marriage

   5[†] e “If brothers dwell together, and one of them dies and has no son, the wife of the dead man shall not be married outside the family to a stranger. Her  f husband’s brother shall go in to her and take her as his wife and perform the duty of a husband’s brother to her. 6And the first son whom she bears shall succeed to the name of his dead brother, that  g his name may not be blotted out of Israel. 7[†]And if the man does not wish to take his brother’s wife, then his brother’s wife shall  h go up to the gate to the elders and say, ‘My husband’s brother refuses to perpetuate his brother’s name in Israel; he will not perform the duty of a husband’s brother to me.’ 8Then the elders of his city shall call him and speak to him, and if he persists, saying,  i ‘I do not wish to take her,’ 9[†]then his brother’s wife shall go up to him in the presence of the elders and  j pull his sandal off his foot and  k spit in his face. And she shall answer and say, ‘So shall it be done to the man who does not  l build up his brother’s house.’ 10And the name of his house [1] shall be called in Israel, ‘The house of him who had his sandal pulled off.’

  Miscellaneous Laws

   11“When men fight with one another and the wife of the one draws near to rescue her husband from the hand of him who is beating him and puts out her hand and seizes him by the private parts, 12then you shall cut off her hand.  m Your eye shall have no pity.

   13[†]“You  n shall not have in your bag two kinds of weights, a large and a small. 14You shall not have in your house two kinds of measures, a large and a small. 15A full and fair [2] weight you shall have, a full and fair measure you shall have,  o that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 16For  p all who do such things, all who act dishonestly,  q are an abomination to the LORD your God.

   17[†] r “Remember what Amalek did to you  s on the way as you came out of Egypt, 18how he attacked you on the way when you were faint and weary, and  t cut off your tail, those who were lagging behind you, and he did not fear God. 19Therefore  u when the LORD your God has given you rest from all your enemies around you, in the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance to possess, you shall  v blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven; you shall not forget.

  Offerings of Firstfruits and Tithes

   DEUTERONOMY 26 [†]“When you come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance and have taken possession of it and live in it, 2[†] w you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from your land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket, and you shall  x go to the place that the LORD your God will choose, to make his name to dwell there. 3And you shall go to the priest who is in office at that time and say to him, ‘I declare today to the LORD your God that I have come into the land  y that the LORD swore to our fathers to give us.’ 4[†]Then the priest shall take the basket from your hand and set it down before the altar of the LORD your God.

   5[†]“And you shall make response before the LORD your God, ‘A  z wandering Aramean was my father. And he went down into Egypt and sojourned there,  a few in number, and there he became a nation, great, mighty, and populous. 6And  b the Egyptians treated us harshly and humiliated us and laid on us hard labor. 7Then  c we cried to the LORD, the God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. 8And  d the LORD brought us out of Egypt  e with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great deeds of terror, [1] with signs and wonders. 9And he brought us into this place and gave us this land,  f a land flowing with milk and honey. 10And behold, now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground, which you, O LORD, have given me.’ And you shall set it down before the LORD your God and worship before the LORD your God. 11And  g you shall rejoice in all the good that the LORD your God has given to you and to your house, you, and the Levite, and the sojourner who is among you.

   12[†]“When you have finished paying all  h the tithe of your produce in the third year, which is  i the year of tithing, giving it to the Levite, the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, so that they may eat within your towns and be filled, 13then you shall say before the LORD your God, ‘I have removed the sacred portion out of my house, and moreover, I have given it to the Levite, the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, according to all your commandment that you have commanded me. I have not transgressed any of your commandments,  j nor have I forgotten them. 14[†] k I have not eaten of the tithe while I was mourning, or removed any of it while I was unclean, or offered any of it  l to the dead. I have obeyed the voice of the LORD my God. I have done according to all that you have commanded me. 15[†] m Look down from your holy habitation, from heaven, and bless your people Israel and the ground that you have given us, as you swore to our fathers, a land flowing with milk and honey.’

   16[†]“This day the LORD your God commands you to do these statutes and rules. You shall therefore be careful to do them with all your heart and with all your soul. 17 n You have declared today that the LORD is your God, and that you will walk in his ways, and keep his statutes and his commandments and his rules, and will obey his voice. 18[†]And the LORD has declared today that you are  o a people for his treasured possession, as he has promised you, and that you are to keep all his commandments, 19and that he will set you in praise and in fame and in honor  p high above all nations  q that he has made, and that you shall be  r a people holy to the LORD your God, as he promised.”

  The Altar on Mount Ebal

   DEUTERONOMY 27 [†]Now Moses and the elders of Israel commanded the people, saying, “Keep the whole commandment that I command you today. 2[†]And on the day  s you cross over the Jordan to the land that the LORD your God is giving you, you shall set up large stones and plaster them with plaster. 3 t And you shall write on them all the words of this law, when you cross over to enter the land that the LORD your God is giving you,  u a land flowing with milk and honey, as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you. 4[†]And when you have crossed over the Jordan, you shall set up these stones, concerning which I command you today,  v on Mount Ebal, and you shall plaster them with plaster. 5And there you shall build an altar to the LORD your God, an altar of stones.  w You shall wield no iron tool on them; 6[†]you shall build an altar to the LORD your God of uncut [1] stones. And you shall offer burnt offerings on it to the LORD your God, 7and you shall sacrifice peace offerings and  x shall eat there, and you  x shall rejoice before the LORD your God. 8And  y you shall write on the stones all the words of this law very plainly.”

  Curses from Mount Ebal

   9[†]Then Moses and the Levitical priests said to all Israel, “Keep silence and hear, O Israel:  z this day you have become the people of the LORD your God. 10You shall therefore obey the voice of the LORD your God, keeping his commandments and his statutes, which I command you today.”

   11That day Moses charged the people, saying, 12[†]“When you have crossed over the Jordan,  a these shall stand on Mount Gerizim to bless the people: Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and Benjamin. 13And these shall stand on Mount Ebal for the curse: Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali. 14[†]And  b the Levites shall declare to all the men of Israel in a loud voice:

   15[†] c “‘Cursed be the man who makes a carved or cast metal image, an abomination to the LORD, a thing made by the hands of a craftsman, and sets it up in secret.’  d And all the people shall answer and say, ‘Amen.’

   16[†] e “‘Cursed be anyone who dishonors his father or his mother.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’

   17[†] f “‘Cursed be anyone who moves his neighbor’s landmark.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’

   18[†] g “‘Cursed be anyone who misleads a blind man on the road.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’

   19[†] h “‘Cursed be anyone who perverts the justice due to the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’

   20[†] i “‘Cursed be anyone who lies with his father’s wife, because he has  j uncovered his father’s nakedness.’ [2] And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’

   21 k “‘Cursed be anyone who lies with any kind of animal.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’

   22 l “‘Cursed be anyone who lies with his sister, whether the daughter of his father or the daughter of his mother.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’

   23 m “‘Cursed be anyone who lies with his mother-in-law.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’

   24[†] n “‘Cursed be anyone who strikes down his neighbor in secret.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’

   25[†] o “‘Cursed be anyone who takes a bribe to shed innocent blood.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’

   26[†] p “‘Cursed be anyone who does not confirm the words of this law by doing them.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’

  Blessings for Obedience

   DEUTERONOMY 28 [†]“And  q if you faithfully obey the voice of the LORD your God, being careful to do all his commandments that I command you today, the LORD your God will set you  r high above all the nations of the earth. 2And all these blessings shall come upon you and  s overtake you, if you obey the voice of the LORD your God. 3[†]Blessed shall you be in the city, and  t blessed shall you be in the field. 4Blessed shall be  u the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground and the fruit of your cattle, the increase of your herds and the young of your flock. 5Blessed shall be your basket and your  v kneading bowl. 6Blessed shall you be  w when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out.

   7[†]“The LORD  x will cause your enemies who rise against you to be defeated before you. They shall come out against you one way and flee before you seven ways. 8The LORD  y will command the blessing on you in your barns and  z in all that you undertake.  a And he will bless you in the land that the LORD your God is giving you. 9[†] b The LORD will establish you as a people holy to himself, as he has sworn to you, if you keep the commandments of the LORD your God and walk in his ways. 10And  c all the peoples of the earth shall see that you are  d called by the name of the LORD, and they shall be  e afraid of you. 11And  f the LORD will make you abound in prosperity, in  u the fruit of your womb and in the fruit of your livestock and in the fruit of your ground, within the land that the LORD swore to your fathers to give you. 12The LORD will open to you his good treasury, the heavens,  g to give the rain to your land in its season and  h to bless all the work of your hands. And  i you shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow. 13And the LORD will make you  j the head and not the tail, and you shall only go up and not down, if you obey the commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you today, being careful to do them, 14 k and if you do not turn aside from any of the words that I command you today, to the right hand or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.

  Curses for Disobedience

   15“But  l if you will not obey the voice of the LORD your God or be careful to do all his commandments and his statutes that I command you today, then all these curses shall come upon you and  m overtake you. 16Cursed shall you be  n in the city, and cursed shall you be in the field. 17Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. 18Cursed shall be the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground, the increase of your herds and the young of your flock. 19Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed shall you be when you go out.

   20“The LORD  o will send on you curses, confusion, and  p frustration in all that you undertake to do,  q until you are destroyed and perish quickly on account of the evil of your deeds, because you have forsaken me. 21The LORD will make  r the pestilence stick to you until he has consumed you off the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 22 s The LORD will strike you with wasting disease and with fever, inflammation and fiery heat, and with drought [1] and with  t blight and with mildew. They shall pursue you until you perish. 23[†]And  u the heavens over your head shall be bronze, and the earth under you shall be iron. 24The LORD will make the rain of your land powder. From heaven dust shall come down on you until you are destroyed.

   25 v “The LORD will cause you to be defeated before your enemies. You shall go out one way against them and flee seven ways before them. And you  w shall be a horror to all the kingdoms of the earth. 26And  x your dead body shall be food for all birds of the air and for the beasts of the earth, and  y there shall be no one to frighten them away. 27The LORD will strike you  z with the boils of Egypt, and with tumors and  a scabs and itch, of which you cannot be healed. 28The LORD will strike you with  b madness and blindness and confusion of mind, 29and you shall  c grope at noonday, as the blind grope in darkness, and you shall not prosper in your ways. [2] And you shall be only oppressed and robbed continually, and there shall be no one to help you. 30[†] d You shall betroth a wife, but another man shall ravish her.  e You shall build a house, but you shall not dwell in it.  f You shall plant a vineyard, but you shall not enjoy its fruit. 31Your ox shall be slaughtered before your eyes, but you shall not eat any of it. Your donkey shall be seized before your face, but shall not be restored to you. Your sheep shall be given to your enemies, but there shall be no one to help you. 32 g Your sons and your daughters shall be given to another people, while your eyes look on and fail with longing for them all day long,  h but you shall be helpless. 33A nation that you have not known shall eat up the fruit of your ground and of all your labors, and you shall be only oppressed and crushed continually, 34so that you are driven mad  i by the sights that your eyes see. 35The LORD will strike you on the knees and on the legs  j with grievous boils of which you cannot be healed, from the sole of your foot to the crown of your head.

   36“The LORD will  k bring you and your king whom you set over you to a nation that neither you  l nor your fathers have known. And  m there you shall serve other gods of wood and stone. 37And you shall become  n a horror, a proverb, and a byword among all the peoples where the LORD will lead you away. 38 o You shall carry much seed into the field and shall gather in little, for  p the locust shall consume it. 39 q You shall plant vineyards and dress them, but you shall neither drink of the wine nor gather the grapes, for the worm shall eat them. 40You shall have olive trees throughout all your territory, but you  r shall not anoint yourself with the oil, for your olives shall drop off. 41You shall father sons and daughters, but they shall not be yours, for  s they shall go into captivity. 42 p The cricket [3] shall possess all your trees and the fruit of your ground. 43 t The sojourner who is among you shall rise higher and higher above you, and you shall come down lower and lower. 44[†] u He shall lend to you, and you shall not lend to him.  t He shall be the head, and you shall be the tail.

   45 v “All these curses shall come upon you and pursue you and overtake you till you are destroyed, because you did not obey the voice of the LORD your God, to keep his commandments and his statutes that he commanded you. 46[†]They shall be  w a sign and a wonder against you and your offspring forever. 47 x Because you did not serve the LORD your God with joyfulness and gladness of heart, because of the abundance of all things, 48[†]therefore you shall serve your enemies whom the LORD will send against you, in hunger and thirst, in nakedness, and lacking everything. And he  y will put a yoke of iron on your neck until he has destroyed you. 49 z The LORD will bring a nation against you from far away, from the end of the earth,  a swooping down like the eagle, a nation  b whose language you do not understand, 50a hard-faced nation  c who shall not respect the old or show mercy to the young. 51It shall  d eat the offspring of your cattle and the fruit of your ground, until you are destroyed; it also shall not leave you grain, wine, or oil, the increase of your herds or the young of your flock, until they have caused you to perish.

   52“They shall  e besiege you in all your towns, until your high and fortified walls, in which you trusted, come down throughout all your land. And they shall besiege you in all your towns throughout all your land, which the LORD your God has given you. 53[†]And  f you shall eat the fruit of your womb, the flesh of your sons and daughters, whom the LORD your God has given you,  g in the siege and in the distress with which your enemies shall distress you. 54The man who is the most tender and refined among you will  h begrudge food to his brother, to  i the wife he embraces, [4] and to the last of the children whom he has left, 55so that he will not give to any of them any of the flesh of his children whom he is eating, because he has nothing else left,  j in the siege and in the distress with which your enemy shall distress you in all your towns. 56 k The most tender and refined woman among you, who would not venture to set the sole of her foot on the ground because she is so delicate and tender, will begrudge to the husband she embraces, [5] to her son and to her daughter, 57her afterbirth that comes out from between her feet and her children whom she bears, because lacking everything she will eat them secretly,  j in the siege and in the distress with which your enemy shall distress you in your towns.

   58[†]“If you are not careful to do all the words of this law that are written in this book, that you may fear this glorious and awesome name,  l the LORD your God, 59then the LORD will bring on you and your offspring extraordinary afflictions, afflictions severe and lasting, and sicknesses grievous and lasting. 60[†]And he will bring upon you again all  m the diseases of Egypt, of which you were afraid, and they shall cling to you. 61[†]Every sickness also and every affliction that is not recorded in the book of this law, the LORD will bring upon you, until you are destroyed. 62[†]Whereas  n you were as numerous  o as the stars of heaven, you shall be left few in number, because you did not obey the voice of the LORD your God. 63And as the LORD  p took delight in doing you good and multiplying you, so the LORD will  q take delight in bringing ruin upon you and destroying you. And you shall be plucked off the land that you are entering to take possession of it.

   64[†]“And the LORD  r will scatter you among all peoples, from one end of the earth to the other, and  s there you shall serve other gods  t of wood and stone,  u which neither you nor your fathers have known. 65And  v among these nations you shall find no respite, and there shall be no resting place for the sole of your foot, but  w the LORD will give you there a trembling heart and failing eyes and  x a languishing soul. 66Your life shall hang in doubt before you. Night and day you shall be in dread and have no assurance of your life. 67 y In the morning you shall say, ‘If only it were evening!’ and at evening you shall say, ‘If only it were morning!’ because of the dread that your heart shall feel, and  z the sights that your eyes shall see. 68And the LORD  a will bring you back in ships to Egypt, a journey that I promised that  b you should never make again; and there you shall offer yourselves for sale to your enemies as male and female slaves, but there will be no buyer.”

  The Covenant Renewed in Moab

   DEUTERONOMY 29 [†] [1] These are the words of the covenant that the LORD commanded Moses to make with the people of Israel  c in the land of Moab, besides  d the covenant that he had made with them at Horeb.

   2[†] [2] And Moses summoned all Israel and said to them:  e “You have seen all that the LORD did before your eyes in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his servants and to all his land, 3the great  f trials that your eyes saw, the signs, and those great wonders. 4[†]But to this day  g the LORD has not given you a heart to understand or eyes to see or ears to hear. 5[†] h I have led you forty years in the wilderness. Your clothes have not worn out on you, and your sandals have not worn off your feet. 6 i You have not eaten bread, and you have not drunk wine or strong drink, that you may know that I am the LORD your God. 7And when you came to this place,  j Sihon the king of Heshbon and Og the king of Bashan came out against us to battle, but we defeated them. 8We took their land and  k gave it for an inheritance to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of the Manassites. 9 l Therefore keep the words of this covenant and do them, that you may prosper [3] in all that you do.

   10“You are standing today all of you before the LORD your God: the heads of your tribes, [4] your elders, and your officers, all the men of Israel, 11your little ones, your wives, and the  m sojourner who is in your camp, from  n the one who chops your wood to the one who draws your water, 12so that you may enter into the  o sworn covenant of the LORD your God, which the LORD your God is making with you today, 13[†]that he may  p establish you today as his people, and that  q he may be your God, as he promised you, and  r as he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 14It is not with you alone  s that I am making this sworn covenant, 15[†]but with whoever is standing here with us today before the LORD our God,  t and with whoever is not here with us today.

   16“You know how we lived in the land of Egypt, and how we came through the midst of the nations through which you passed. 17And you have seen their detestable things, their idols of wood and stone, of silver and gold, which were among them. 18[†]Beware lest there be among you a man or woman or clan or tribe whose heart is turning away today from the LORD our God to go and serve the gods of those nations. Beware lest there be among you  u a root bearing poisonous and bitter fruit, 19[†]one who, when he hears the words of this sworn covenant, blesses himself in his heart, saying, ‘I shall be safe, though I walk in the stubbornness of my heart.’ This will lead to the sweeping away of moist and dry alike. 20[†]The LORD will not be willing to forgive him, but rather  v the anger of the LORD and  w his jealousy will smoke against that man, and the curses written in this book will settle upon him, and the LORD  x will blot out his name from under heaven. 21And the LORD will single him out from all the tribes of Israel for calamity, in accordance with all the curses of the covenant written in this Book of the Law. 22And the next generation, your children who rise up after you, and the foreigner who comes from a far land,  y will say, when they see the afflictions of that land and the sicknesses with which the LORD has made it sick— 23[†]the whole land burned out with brimstone and  z salt, nothing sown and nothing growing, where no plant can sprout,  a an overthrow like that of Sodom and Gomorrah,  b Admah, and Zeboiim, which the LORD overthrew in his anger and wrath— 24[†]all the nations  c will say,  d ‘Why has the LORD done thus to this land? What caused the heat of this great anger?’ 25Then people will say, ‘It is because they abandoned the covenant of the LORD, the God of their fathers, which he made with them when he brought them out of the land of Egypt, 26and went and served other gods and worshiped them, gods whom they had not known and whom he had not allotted to them. 27Therefore the anger of the LORD was kindled against this land,  e bringing upon it all the curses written in this book, 28and the LORD  f uprooted them from their land in anger and fury and great wrath, and  g cast them into another land, as they are this day.’

   29[†]“The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.

  Repentance and Forgiveness

   DEUTERONOMY 30 [†] h “And  i when all these things come upon you, the blessing and the curse, which I have set before you, and  j you call them to mind among all the nations where the LORD your God has driven you, 2and  k return to the LORD your God, you and your children, and obey his voice in all that I command you today, with all your heart and with all your soul, 3then the LORD your God  l will restore your fortunes and have mercy on you, and he will  m gather you again from all the peoples where the LORD your God has scattered you. 4 n If your outcasts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from there the LORD your God will gather you, and from there he will take you. 5And the LORD your God will bring you into the land that your fathers possessed, that you may possess it.  o And he will make you more prosperous and numerous than your fathers. 6[†]And  p the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring,  q so that you will love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live. 7And the LORD your God will put all these curses on your foes and enemies who persecuted you. 8And you shall again obey the voice of the LORD and keep all his commandments that I command you today. 9[†] r The LORD your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all the work of your hand, in the fruit of your womb and in the fruit of your cattle and in the fruit of your ground.  s For the LORD will again take delight in prospering you, as he took delight in your fathers, 10when you obey the voice of the LORD your God, to keep his commandments and his statutes that are written in this Book of the Law, when you turn to the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.

  The Choice of Life and Death

   11[†]“For this commandment that I command you today  t is not too hard for you, neither is it far off. 12 u It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will ascend to heaven for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ 13Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will go over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ 14But the word is very near you. It is in your mouth and in your heart, so that you can do it.

   15[†]“See,  v I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God [1] that I command you today,  w by loving the LORD your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his rules, [2] then you shall live and multiply, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 17But if  x your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, 18 y I declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and possess. 19[†]I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death,  z blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice  a and holding fast to him, for  b he is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in  c the land that the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.”

  Joshua to Succeed Moses

   DEUTERONOMY 31 [†]So Moses continued to speak these words to all Israel. 2[†]And he said to them, “I am  d 120 years old today. I am no longer able to  e go out and come in. The LORD has said to me,  f ‘You shall not go over this Jordan.’ 3The LORD your God  g himself will go over before you. He will destroy these nations before you, so that you shall dispossess them, and Joshua will go over at your head,  h as the LORD has spoken. 4[†]And the LORD will do to them  i as he did to Sihon  j and Og, the kings of the Amorites, and to their land, when he destroyed them. 5And the LORD will give them over to you, and you shall do to them  k according to the whole commandment that I have commanded you. 6[†] l Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them,  m for it is the LORD your God who goes with you.  n He will not leave you or forsake you.”

   7[†]Then  o Moses summoned Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel,  l “Be strong and courageous, for you shall go with this people into the land that the LORD has sworn to their fathers to give them, and you shall put them in possession of it. 8It is the LORD  p who goes before you. He will be with you;  n he will not leave you or forsake you.  q Do not fear or be dismayed.”

  The Reading of the Law

   9[†]Then Moses  r wrote this law and gave it to the priests, the sons of Levi,  s who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and to all the elders of Israel. 10[†]And Moses commanded them,  t “At the end of every seven years, at the set time in the year of release, at  u the Feast of Booths, 11when all Israel comes  v to appear before the LORD your God at the place that he will choose,  w you shall read this law before all Israel in their hearing. 12[†] x Assemble the people, men, women, and little ones, and the sojourner within your towns, that they may hear and learn to fear the LORD your God, and be careful to do all the words of this law, 13and that their children,  y who have not known it,  z may hear and learn to fear the LORD your God,  a as long as you live in the land that you are going over the Jordan to possess.”

  Joshua Commissioned to Lead Israel

   14[†]And the LORD said to Moses,  b “Behold, the days approach when you must die. Call Joshua and present yourselves in the tent of meeting, that  c I may commission him.” And Moses and Joshua went and presented themselves in the tent of meeting. 15And  d the LORD appeared in the tent in a pillar of cloud. And the pillar of cloud stood over the entrance of the tent.

   16[†]And the LORD said to Moses,  b “Behold, you are about to lie down with your fathers. Then this people will rise and  e whore after the foreign gods among them in the land that they are entering, and they will  f forsake me and  g break my covenant that I have made with them. 17Then my anger will be kindled against them in that day, and  h I will forsake them and  i hide my face from them, and they will be devoured. And many evils and troubles will come upon them, so that they will say in that day,  j ‘Have not these evils come upon us because  k our God is not among us?’ 18And I will surely hide my face in that day because of all the evil that they have done, because  l they have turned to other gods.

   19“Now therefore write  m this song and  n teach it to the people of Israel. Put it in their mouths, that this song may be  o a witness for me against the people of Israel. 20For when I have brought them into the land  p flowing with milk and honey, which I swore to give to their fathers, and they have eaten and are full and  q grown fat,  r they will turn to other gods and serve them, and  s despise me and  g break my covenant. 21And when many evils and troubles have come upon them, this song shall confront them as  t a witness (for it will live unforgotten in the mouths of their offspring). For  u I know what they are inclined to do even today, before I have brought them into the land that I swore to give.” 22So Moses wrote this song the same day and taught it to the people of Israel.

   23[†] v And the LORD [1] commissioned Joshua the son of Nun and said,  w “Be strong and courageous, for you shall bring the people of Israel into the land that I swore to give them.  x I will be with you.”

   24[†]When Moses had finished  y writing the words of this law in a book to the very end, 25Moses commanded  z the Levites who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD, 26[†]“Take this Book of the Law  a and put it by the side of the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, that it may be there for  b a witness against you. 27For I know how rebellious and  c stubborn you are. Behold, even today while I am yet alive with you,  d you have been rebellious against the LORD. How much more after my death! 28[†]Assemble to me all the elders of your tribes and your officers, that I may speak  e these words in their ears and  f call heaven and earth to witness against them. 29[†]For I know that after my death  g you will surely act corruptly and turn aside from the way that I have commanded you. And  h in the days to come  i evil will befall you, because you will do what is evil in the sight of the LORD,  j provoking him to anger through the work of your hands.”

  The Song of Moses

   30[†]Then Moses spoke the words of this song until they were finished, in the ears of all the assembly of Israel:

   DEUTERONOMY 32  “Give ear,  k O heavens, and I will speak,

  and let  l the earth hear the words of my mouth.

  2 May  m my teaching drop as the rain,

  my speech distill as the dew,

  like gentle rain upon the tender grass,

  and  n like showers upon the herb.

  3 For I will proclaim the name of the LORD;

  ascribe  o greatness to our God!

   4[†]  p “The Rock,  q his work is perfect,

  for  r all his ways are justice.

  A God of faithfulness and  s without iniquity,

  just and upright is he.

  5[†] They have dealt corruptly with him;

  they are no longer his children  t because they are blemished;

  they are  u a crooked and twisted generation.

  6[†] Do you thus repay the LORD,

  you foolish and senseless people?

  Is not he  v your father, who  w created you,

  who  x made you and established you?

  7[†]  y Remember the days of old;

  consider the years of many generations;

   z ask your father, and he will show you,

  your elders, and they will tell you.

  8[†] When the Most High  a gave to the nations their inheritance,

  when he  b divided mankind,

  he fixed the borders [1] of the peoples

  according to the number of the sons of God. [2]

  9 But the LORD’s portion is his people,

  Jacob his allotted heritage.

   10 “He found him  c in a desert land,

  and in the howling waste of the wilderness;

  he  d encircled him, he cared for him,

  he  e kept him as the apple of his eye.

  11  f Like an eagle that stirs up its nest,

  that flutters over its young,

  spreading out its wings, catching them,

  bearing them on its pinions,

  12  g the LORD alone guided him,

   h no foreign god was with him.

  13  i He made him ride on the high places of the land,

  and he ate the produce of the field,

  and he suckled him with  j honey out of the rock,

  and  k oil out of  l the flinty rock.

  14[†] Curds from the herd, and milk from the flock,

  with fat [3] of lambs,

  rams of Bashan and goats,

  with the very finest [4] of the wheat—

  and you drank foaming wine made from  m the blood of the grape.

   15[†] “But  n Jeshurun grew fat, and  o kicked;

   p you grew fat, stout, and sleek;

   q then he forsook God  r who made him

  and scoffed at  s the Rock of his salvation.

  16  t They stirred him to jealousy with strange gods;

  with abominations they provoked him to anger.

  17  u They sacrificed to demons that were no gods,

  to gods they had never known,

  to  v new gods that had come recently,

  whom your fathers had never dreaded.

  18 You were unmindful of  w the Rock that bore [5] you,

  and you  x forgot the God who gave you birth.

   19  y “The LORD saw it and spurned them,

  because of the provocation of  z his sons and his daughters.

  20[†] And he said,  a ‘I will hide my face from them;

  I will see what their end will be,

  for they are a perverse generation,

  children in whom is no faithfulness.

  21  b They have made me jealous with what is no god;

  they have provoked me to anger  c with their idols.

  So  d I will make them jealous with those who are no people;

  I will provoke them to anger with  e a foolish nation.

  22[†] For  f a fire is kindled by my anger,

  and it burns to  g the depths of Sheol,

  devours the earth and its increase,

  and sets on fire the foundations of the mountains.

   23 “‘And I will heap disasters upon them;

   h I will spend my arrows on them;

  24 they shall be wasted with hunger,

  and devoured by plague

  and poisonous pestilence;

  I will send  i the teeth of beasts against them,

  with the venom of  j things that crawl in the dust.

  25  k Outdoors the sword shall bereave,

  and indoors terror,

  for young man and woman alike,

  the nursing child with the man of gray hairs.

  26  l I would have said, “I will cut them to pieces;

   m I will wipe them from human memory,”

  27[†] had I not feared provocation by the enemy,

  lest their adversaries should misunderstand,

  lest they should say,  n “Our hand is triumphant,

  it was not the LORD who did all this.”’

   28[†] “For they are a nation void of counsel,

  and there is  o no understanding in them.

  29  p If they were wise, they would understand this;

  they would  q discern their latter end!

  30[†] How could  r one have chased a thousand,

  and two have put ten thousand to flight,

  unless their Rock  s had sold them,

  and the LORD had given them up?

  31 For  t their rock is not as our Rock;

   u our enemies are by themselves.

  32 For their vine  v comes from the vine of Sodom

  and from the fields of Gomorrah;

  their grapes are grapes of  w poison;

  their clusters are bitter;

  33 their wine is the poison of  x serpents

  and the cruel venom of asps.

   34 “‘Is not this laid up in store with me,

   y sealed up in my treasuries?

  35[†]  z Vengeance is mine, and recompense, [6]

   a for the time when their foot shall slip;

  for  b the day of their calamity is at hand,

  and their doom comes swiftly.’

  36 For  c the LORD will vindicate [7] his people

   d and have compassion on his servants,

  when he sees that their power is gone

  and there is none remaining,  e bond or free.

  37 Then he will say,  f ‘Where are their gods,

   g the rock in which they took refuge,

  38 who ate the fat of their sacrifices

  and drank the wine of their drink offering?

  Let them rise up and help you;

  let them be your protection!

   39[†] “‘See now that  h I, even I, am he,

  and there is no god beside me;

   i I kill and I make alive;

   j I wound and I heal;

  and there is none that can deliver out of my hand.

  40 For  k I lift up my hand to heaven

  and swear, As I live forever,

  41 if I  l sharpen my flashing sword [8]

  and my hand takes hold on judgment,

  I will take vengeance on my adversaries

  and will repay those who hate me.

  42 I will make my arrows drunk with blood,

  and  m my sword shall devour flesh—

  with the blood of the slain and the captives,

  from the  n long-haired heads of the enemy.’

   43[†]  o “Rejoice with him, O heavens; [9]

  bow down to him, all gods, [10]

  for he  p avenges the blood of his children [11]

  and takes vengeance on his adversaries.

  He repays those who hate him [12]

  and cleanses [13] his people’s land.” [14]

   44Moses came and recited all the words of this song in the hearing of the people, he and  q Joshua [15] the son of Nun. 45And when Moses had finished speaking all these words to all Israel, 46[†]he said to them,  r “Take to heart all the words by which I am warning you today,  s that you may command them to your children, that they may be careful to do all the words of this law. 47For it is no empty word for you,  t but your very life, and by this word you shall live long in the land that you are going over the Jordan to possess.”

  Moses’ Death Foretold

   48[†]That very day the LORD spoke to Moses, 49[†]“Go up  u this mountain of the Abarim, Mount Nebo, which is in the land of Moab, opposite Jericho, and view the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the people of Israel for a possession. 50And die on the mountain which you go up, and be gathered to your people, as  v Aaron your brother died in Mount Hor and was gathered to his people, 51 w because you broke faith with me in the midst of the people of Israel at the waters of Meribah-kadesh, in the wilderness of Zin, and because you did not treat me as holy in the midst of the people of Israel. 52For  x you shall see the land before you, but you shall not go there, into the land that I am giving to the people of Israel.”

  Moses’ Final Blessing on Israel

   DEUTERONOMY 33 [†]This is the blessing with which Moses  y the man of God blessed the people of Israel before his death. 2[†]He said,

    z “The LORD came from Sinai

  and dawned from Seir upon us; [1]

  he shone forth from Mount Paran;

  he came  a from the ten thousands of holy ones,

  with flaming fire [2] at his right hand.

  3 Yes,  b he loved his people, [3]

   c all his holy ones were in his [4] hand;

   d so they followed [5] in your steps,

  receiving direction from you,

  4 when  e Moses commanded us a law,

  as a possession for the assembly of Jacob.

  5[†] Thus the LORD [6]  f became king in  g Jeshurun,

  when the heads of the people were gathered,

  all the tribes of Israel together.

   6[†]  h “Let Reuben live, and not die,

  but let his men be few.”

   7And this he said of Judah:

   “Hear, O LORD, the voice of Judah,

  and bring him in to his people.

  With your hands contend [7] for him,

  and be a help against his adversaries.”

   8[†]And  i of Levi he said,

   “Give to Levi [8]  j your Thummim,

  and your Urim to your godly one,

   k whom you tested at Massah,

  with whom you quarreled at the waters of Meribah;

  9 who said of his father and mother,

  ‘I regard them not’;

   l he disowned his brothers

  and ignored his children.

  For  m they observed your word

  and kept your covenant.

  10[†]  n They shall teach Jacob your rules

  and Israel your law;

   o they shall put incense before you

  and  p whole burnt offerings on your altar.

  11 Bless, O LORD, his substance,

  and  q accept the work of his hands;

  crush the loins of his adversaries,

  of those who hate him, that they rise not again.”

   12 r Of Benjamin he said,

   “The beloved of the LORD dwells in safety.

  The High God [9] surrounds him all day long,

  and dwells between his shoulders.”

   13[†]And  s of Joseph he said,

    t “Blessed by the LORD be his land,

  with the choicest gifts of heaven  u above, [10]

  and of the deep that crouches beneath,

  14 with the choicest fruits of the sun

  and the rich yield of the months,

  15[†] with the finest produce of the ancient mountains

  and the abundance of  v the everlasting hills,

  16 with the best gifts of the earth and  w its fullness

  and the favor of  x him who dwells in the bush.

  May these rest on the head of Joseph,

  on the pate of him who is prince among his brothers.

  17  y A firstborn bull [11]—he has majesty,

  and his horns are the horns of a  z wild ox;

  with them  a he shall gore the peoples,

  all of them, to the ends of the earth;

   b they are the ten thousands of Ephraim,

  and they are the thousands of Manasseh.”

   18And of Zebulun he said,

    c “Rejoice, Zebulun, in your going out,

  and Issachar, in your tents.

  19 They shall call peoples  d to their mountain;

  there they offer  e right sacrifices;

  for they draw from the abundance of the seas

  and the hidden treasures of the sand.”

   20And  f of Gad he said,

   “Blessed be he who enlarges Gad!

  Gad crouches  g like a lion;

  he tears off arm and scalp.

  21[†]  h He chose the best of the land for himself,

  for there a commander’s portion was reserved;

  and  i he came with the heads of the people,

  with Israel he executed the justice of the LORD,

  and his judgments for Israel.”

   22[†]And  j of Dan he said,

    k “Dan is a lion’s cub

   l that leaps from Bashan.”

   23[†]And  m of Naphtali he said,

   “O Naphtali, sated with favor,

  and full of the blessing of the LORD,

   n possess the lake [12] and the south.”

   24[†]And  o of Asher he said,

   “Most blessed of sons be Asher;

  let him be the favorite of his brothers,

  and let him  p dip his foot in oil.

  25 Your bars shall be iron and bronze,

  and as your days, so shall your strength be.

   26[†]  q “There is none like God, O  r Jeshurun,

   s who rides through the heavens to your help,

  through the skies in his majesty.

  27 The eternal God is your  t dwelling place, [13]

  and underneath are the everlasting arms. [14]

  And he thrust out the enemy before you

  and said, ‘Destroy.’

  28 So Israel lived in safety,

   u Jacob lived  v alone, [15]

  in a land of grain and wine,

  whose heavens drop down dew.

  29 Happy are you, O Israel!  w Who is like you,

  a people  x saved by the LORD,

   y the shield of your help,

  and the sword of your triumph!

  Your enemies shall come fawning to you,

  and you shall tread upon their backs.”

  The Death of Moses

   DEUTERONOMY 34 [†]Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab  a to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho. And the LORD showed him all the land, Gilead as far as Dan, 2all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah  b as far as the western sea, 3 c the Negeb, and  d the Plain, that is, the Valley of Jericho  e the city of palm trees, as far as  f Zoar. 4[†]And the LORD said to him,  g “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, ‘I will give it to your offspring.’  h I have let you see it with your eyes, but  i you shall not go over there.” 5So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the LORD, 6[†]and he buried him in the valley in the land of Moab opposite Beth-peor; but  j no one knows the place of his burial to this day. 7 k Moses was 120 years old when he died.  l His eye was undimmed, and his vigor unabated. 8And the people of Israel  m wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days. Then the days of weeping and mourning for Moses were ended.

   9[†]And Joshua the son of Nun was full of  n the spirit of wisdom, for  o Moses had laid his hands on him. So  p the people of Israel obeyed him and did as the LORD had commanded Moses. 10[†]And there has not  q arisen a prophet since in Israel like Moses,  r whom the LORD knew face to face, 11none like him for all  s the signs and the wonders that the LORD sent him to do in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his servants and to all his land, 12and for all the mighty power and all the great deeds of terror that Moses did in the sight of all Israel.
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Study Notes for Deuteronomy

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 1:1–5 Prologue. Beginning with this prologue, there are a number of similarities between the structure of Deuteronomy and ancient treaty documents (see chart).




Ancient Treaty Structures and Deuteronomy


	Ancient Treaty Structure	Deuteronomy

	Preamble	1:1–5

	Historical Prologue	1:6–4:49

	General Stipulations	5:1–11:32

	Specific Stipulations	12:1–26:19

	Blessings and Curses	27:1–28:68

	Document Clause	31:9–29

	Witnesses	32:1–47







DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 1:1 In the Hebrew Bible, the name for the book of Deuteronomy is taken from the opening phrase, These are the words. Most of Deuteronomy, through ch. 30, is the spoken words of Moses. Moses has been Israel’s leader since he was called by God (Exodus 3). Deuteronomy is Moses’ final speech before his death. beyond the Jordan. That is, east of the Jordan River, on the north end of the Dead Sea. Since leaving Egypt and crossing the Red Sea (Exodus 14–15), Israel has been in the wilderness for 40 years. Arabah. The low Jordan Valley and area surrounding the Dead Sea.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 1:2–4 These verses emphasize that it was only an eleven days’ journey from Mount Sinai to the Promised Land, and yet it had taken the Israelites 40 years to get there (fortieth year). The long delay was God’s punishment for Israel’s initial failure to trust him to bring them into the land (Num. 14:26–35). according to all that the LORD had given him. Deuteronomy rarely distinguishes between God’s words and Moses’ words. defeated Sihon . . . and Og. See Num. 21:21–35.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 1:2 Horeb is the name Deuteronomy uses for Mount Sinai (except at 33:2). This is where Israel received the commandments (Ex. 19:1–Num. 10:12). Kadesh-barnea. A town on the southern border of the Promised Land where Israel camped (Num. 13:26).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 1:5 Moab is east of the Jordan River. Israel had not fought against Moab on the way to the Promised Land. This law refers to the entire law given to Israel at Sinai (Ex. 19:1–Num. 10:12). Moses’ task is not simply to repeat that law but to explain it.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 1:6–4:43 Moses’ First Speech: Historical Prologue. Moses’ first speech reviews Israel’s past failure at Kadesh; its passing through Edom, Moab, and Ammon without fighting; its successes over Heshbon and Bashan; and the distribution of those two lands. The purpose of chs. 1–3 is not simply to retell history but to use history to persuade Israel to trust God so that they can conquer the land. Chapter 4 is a transition from the history in chs. 1–3 to the repetition of the Ten Commandments in ch. 5.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 1:6–8 Moses’ first sermon begins by focusing on the land.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 1:6 Deuteronomy typically names God as the LORD our (or your) God. “LORD” is Yahweh, the personal and covenantal name for God revealed to Moses (Ex. 3:13–15; see note on Gen. 2:4).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 1:7 Turn and take your journey. Israel began their journey from Sinai in Num. 10:11. At this time in history, the terms Amorites and Canaanites essentially referred to the same people, the occupants of Canaan.




FACT


The Arabah (1:7) refers to the rugged and extremely dry region surrounding and south of the Dead Sea. The Israelites’ travels took them through this area.





DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 1:8 See. From the plains of Moab, Israel can now survey the land before it. The promise of land was made first to Abraham (Gen. 12:7; 15:18–21), repeated to Isaac (Gen. 26:4), and then to Jacob (Gen. 28:13; 35:12), including land for their offspring after them.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 1:10 The people should believe God’s promise to bring them into the land of Canaan, because he has already fulfilled his promise that Abraham’s descendants would be as numerous as the stars of heaven (see Gen. 15:5).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 1:13 The people had nominated the judges and Moses confirmed them. Exodus 18:25 says simply that Moses chose them.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 1:16–17 alien. Aliens were non-Israelites who resided in the land and accepted Israelite rule and law. They did not own land and so were vulnerable to oppression.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 1:20–21 And I said to you. Almost all of those who were adults when they came out of Egypt had died by this time because of their earlier refusal to enter the land (see Num. 14:26–35). Yet when Moses describes those earlier failures, he addresses his current audience as “you,” as if they themselves were responsible for those failures. The current generation assumes responsibility for their parents’ sin. Do not fear. God alone is to be feared (Deut. 10:12; 13:4).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 1:23–25 twelve men. See Num. 13:4–16. The Valley of Eshcol is close to Hebron and is still renowned for its fruit.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 1:28 Anakim were reputed to be giants (Num. 13:33; compare Deut. 9:2).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 1:29–31 before your eyes . . . you have seen. Moses addresses his audience as though they were there with the previous generation (see note on vv. 20–21). carried you, as a man carries his son. The image is tender and loving, disproving the false claim of v. 27.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 1:32–33 you did not believe. Their rebellion (v. 26) was a result of their unbelief. in fire by night and in the cloud by day. See Ex. 13:21.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 1:36 Caleb was one of the 12 spies (Num. 13:30). He encouraged the people to enter the land. wholly followed. See Num. 14:24.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 1:37–38 Even with me. Moses’ failure occurred when he disobeyed the Lord’s instructions at Meribah (see Num. 20:2–13 and note). on your account. Moses says that his own sin was provoked by Israel. See also Deut. 3:26; 4:21; 32:51. Joshua the son of Nun was Moses’ assistant (Ex. 24:13) and one of the 12 spies (Num. 13:8). With Caleb, he encouraged the people to enter the land (Num. 14:6–9). Joshua became Israel’s leader after Moses (Num. 27:18–23; Deut. 31:3).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 1:39 Who today have no knowledge of good or evil probably refers to young children not old enough to know right and wrong. They would not have been part of the earlier rebellion.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 1:42–44 If God did not fight for Israel, defeat was certain (compare v. 30). chased you as bees do. Compare Ex. 23:28. Instead of fighting for Israel, God fought against it.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 2:1–23 Moses recalls a time near the end of the 40-year wilderness period when Israel peacefully passed through three nations distantly related to it (see Num. 20:14–21:20).




FACT


Was Deuteronomy a treaty? There are many similarities between the book of Deuteronomy and various ancient Near Eastern treaties that date from the time of Moses. When a nation made a treaty with a less powerful nation, the document began with the past relationship between the countries. Next, the treaty stated the laws that would govern the relationship from that point on. Finally, the treaty concluded with a list of blessings and punishments for obedience or disobedience.





DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 2:1 Red Sea probably includes the Gulf of Aqaba, the northeastern arm of the Red Sea. Mount Seir is south of the Dead Sea, in the land of Edom (see 1:2).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 2:2–4 the LORD said to me. This expression highlights Moses’ role as God’s official spokesman. long enough. See also 1:6. This formally announces the end of the 40-year wilderness wandering. your brothers. The nation of Edom descended from Jacob’s twin brother, Esau (Gen. 25:30; 32:3; 36:1). Deuteronomy refers to Edom as Seir, Mount Seir, or Esau, perhaps to emphasize the blood relationship.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 2:5 as a possession. This expression also occurs in vv. 9, 19 with respect to Moab and Ammon (and in v. 12 with respect to Israel’s own territory). Apparently God forbids Israel to take land from these nations because they are related to Israel (the Edomites through Esau; the Moabites and Ammonites through Lot).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 2:6–7 Israel is not to be indebted to anyone other than God.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 2:8 Elath and Ezion-geber were seaports on the Red Sea at the Gulf of Aqaba (see v. 1). The Arabah road ran from these towns northward to the Dead Sea.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 2:9 Moab, like Ammon (v. 19), was descended from Lot, Abraham’s nephew (Gen. 19:36–37).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 2:10–12 The people whom God had removed to give Moab its land included the very people Israel now feared (see 1:28). Israel should trust God instead of fearing these people. Rephaim, like Anakim, were so tall that the people of Israel thought of them as “giants” (see 2:20–21; 3:11, 13). Edom’s success is a model to encourage Israel. The land of their possession may refer only to the Transjordanian land Israel already possessed (2:24–3:17). Horites. See Gen. 14:6; 36:20–30.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 2:13–15 The brook Zered was actually a “wadi,” which means it usually flowed only after rain. It was the border between Edom and Moab. thirty-eight years. The adults who earlier refused to enter Canaan have now all died in the wilderness, just as God had said they would (see Num. 14:22–23, 35).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 2:24–25 The wadi Arnon (see note on vv. 13–15) flowed into the Dead Sea and marked the border between Moab to the south and Amorite territory and Ammon to the north. Sihon the Amorite. See Num. 21:21–30. According to Gen. 15:16, the land would be given to Israel when the wickedness of the Amorites was complete, and now that time has come. The defeat of various nations represents God’s punishment for their sin (Deut. 18:12; see note on Josh. 6:17–18).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 2:26 Heshbon was a fertile land north of Moab and Ammon, east of the Jordan River. The offer of words of peace does not seem to match the instruction to fight in v. 24.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 2:30 God hardened his spirit and made his heart obstinate just as with Pharaoh during the plagues (Ex. 9:12; 10:1–2; etc.). On hardening, see note on Ex. 4:21.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 2:32 Jahaz is mentioned in Josh. 13:18 and 21:36–37.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 2:34–35 devoted to destruction. Since God is the victor, the spoils of battle belong to him. God orders Sihon’s destruction (see notes on Lev. 27:28–29; Deut. 20:16–18). Destroying the city is an act of devotion to God.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 3:1–11 This section recounts Israel’s second Transjordanian victory (see Num. 21:31–35). Like Sihon, Og was an Amorite (Deut. 3:8).




FACT


Nations fought for control of Gilead (2:36) because an international trade route, known as the King’s Highway, passed through it. The region was also an important area for agriculture. It was especially famous for the “balm of Gilead,” a resin used as medicine (Jer. 8:22).





DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 3:1 Bashan is the area northeast of the Sea of Galilee. Edrei was a town on its southern border.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 3:5–7 In remembering these victories, Moses tries to persuade Israel to cross the Jordan, trusting in God’s power. devoted them to destruction. See note on 2:34–35.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 3:8–10 Mount Hermon (9,232 feet/2,814 m) is a snowcapped mountain at the northern border of Israel.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 3:11 Rephaim. See note on 2:10–12. Rabbah, capital of Ammon (2 Sam. 11:1; Amos 1:13–14), is modern-day Amman, Jordan. The “giant” Rephaim have been killed, so Israel should no longer fear them (see Deut. 1:28).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 3:15 Machir was the son of Manasseh (Gen. 50:23). Here it refers to his descendants (see also Josh. 17:1).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 3:17 Chinnereth is another name for the Sea of Galilee. Pisgah is the peak of Mount Nebo, overlooking Jericho and the north end of the Dead Sea. It is the place where Moses will die (v. 27; 34:1–4).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 3:18–22 Two and a half tribes already possess their land east of the Jordan, but they are commanded to join the remaining tribes to conquer the land west of the Jordan. Only then can they return to inhabit their Transjordanian land. The wives and children of all the tribes are to stay in Transjordan and await the completed conquest.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 3:18 men of valor. A military term, meaning soldiers.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 3:20 The word rest here conveys the idea of peace after warfare, but it also describes the well-being of God’s people, living in God’s chosen place, under his rule.




FACT


The Jordan River begins in the foothills of Mount Hermon and empties into the Dead Sea. The Jordan is more than 200 miles (322 km) long—the longest river in Palestine.





DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 3:24 O Lord GOD is a standard form for beginning a prayer (compare 9:26).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 3:26–28 because of you. See note on 1:37–38. Pisgah. See 3:17 and note.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 3:29 Beth-peor. See “Baal of Peor” (Num. 25:1–5).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 4:1 And now. After summarizing Israel’s history, Moses begins to encourage the people. Listen means “pay attention and obey.” that you may . . . take possession. Possession of the Promised Land is linked to obeying the statutes and the rules that govern life.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 4:2 not add . . . nor take from. Israel is to submit to God’s entire word (see also 12:32).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 4:3–4 Your eyes have seen. See also 3:21. Baal-peor. See Num. 25:1–5. Held fast describes faithfulness to a covenant, as in marriage (Gen. 2:24).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 4:6 Israel’s obedience to God will show other nations their wisdom and understanding. It will draw attention to Israel’s God.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 4:7–8 God is so near to his people, especially in answering their prayers (whenever we call upon him). God is also “very near” them through his word (30:14).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 4:9 Make them known. Each generation is responsible to instruct the next generation in the faith.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 4:10 To fear the Lord means to respect, obey, and worship him.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 4:13–14 The Ten Commandments (literally, “Ten Words”) are a concise summary of the Sinai covenant (Ex. 20:1, 18–19; 24:12). The statutes and rules are the other laws given at Sinai. God spoke these laws to Moses and told him to teach them to Israel (Exodus 21–Leviticus 27).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 4:15–19 Because God does not have a visible form, the worship of idols and images is prohibited (see the second commandment, 5:8–9).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 4:20 The people should worship the Lord because he saved them from slavery in Egypt (iron furnace; see also 1 Kings 8:51; Jer. 11:4). his own inheritance. Israel enjoys the privilege of being God’s special family (see Deut. 9:26, 29).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 4:21–22 because of you. See note on 1:37–38. good land. Compare 1:25, 35. The repeated emphasis encourages Israel to enter the land.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 4:23–24 Take care suggests how easy it is to fall into idolatry (see v. 19). consuming fire (compare 5:25; 9:3). God is jealous for his people’s faithfulness.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 4:27–28 scatter. See 28:64–68. few in number. See 28:62. The punishment for idolatry is exile to a pagan land.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 4:29–30 Exile is not the end. There remains hope of repentance and return (see 30:1–10). with all your heart and . . . soul. See note on 6:5.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 4:31 merciful. God’s mercy does not contradict his jealous anger (v. 24; compare 5:9–10; Ex. 34:6–7). God is merciful because of his covenant with Abraham (Deut. 4:23; 9:27; 30:5, 20; compare Rom. 3:3–4). He will maintain his covenant, even if Israel forgets it.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 4:32–34 The Lord’s approach to Israel at Sinai was unique. By a mighty hand and an outstretched arm represents God’s power (see 7:19; 11:2; 26:8; Ex. 3:19–20).




FACT


A book of sermons? Deuteronomy consists of at least three addresses or sermons from Moses to Israel. Moses encourages Israel to obey all the commandments of God.





DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 4:35–36 there is no other. The Bible clearly teaches monotheism, that is, belief in only one true God (compare Mark 12:32).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 4:37–39 loved. A key theme of Deuteronomy is God’s love for the patriarchs (compare 10:15) and for his people in general (5:10; 7:9; 23:5).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 4:41–43 Three cities of refuge are set apart in the east beyond the Jordan. A person guilty of unpremeditated murder could flee to one of these cities to escape revenge from the dead person’s family. In 19:1–13, three cities west of the Jordan are set apart for the same purpose. Compare Num. 35:9–28.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 4:44–11:32 Moses’ Second Speech: General Covenant Stipulations. The first part of Moses’ second speech consists mostly of general conditions of God’s covenant with Israel. More specific terms follow in the second part of that speech, chs. 12–16.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 5:1–21 These verses restate the Ten Commandments (Ex. 20:1–17). The detailed laws recorded later, in Deuteronomy 12–26, follow the general pattern of these ten laws. This suggests that they are a summary of God’s requirements for his people. All but the Sabbath commandment (5:12–15) and the commandment against carved images (vv. 8–10) are explicitly reinforced in the NT.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 5:1 Statutes and the rules covers all the ethical teaching of Deuteronomy.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 5:3 Not with our fathers . . . but with us. God made his covenant at Horeb (Exodus 19–24) with the previous generation of Israel. However, it applies to the current generation just as it did to their parents. See notes on Deut. 1:20–21 and 1:29–31.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 5:5 you were afraid. See vv. 22–27.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 5:6 The Ten Commandments begin by taking note of Israel’s preexisting relationship with the Lord (your God). Obedience to the laws does not earn the relationship but is in response to it.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 5:7 no other gods. Exclusive worship of the Lord is the logical response to the fact that there is no other god like him (4:35, 39; Isa. 46:9).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 5:8 God’s people shall not worship any carved image of him (see 4:12, 15–19, 23). At Horeb, God’s revelation of himself was audible but not visible.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 5:9–10 jealous. See 4:24 and note on 4:23–24. visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the . . . fourth generation. This punishment is not for those who follow the Lord but for those who hate him. Such people may suffer the effects of their ancestors’ sins or even continue in the same sins. See also Ex. 34:6–7. For those who love God, his steadfast love far outlasts the effects of sin on future generations.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 5:11 To take the name of the Lord is to utter it, as in an oath. In vain means “for a worthless purpose.” For example, one should not use God’s name when making a vow or an oath that he or she does not intend to fulfill. The commandment also prohibits assigning the wrong character or motive to God (such as in 1:27).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 5:12–14 Sabbath rest also applies to domestic animals and to the sojourner who is within your gates. These were foreigners who became permanent residents in Israel and followed its rules but who could not own land (see note on 1:16–17). The work prohibited on the Sabbath is not defined here, but see Ex. 34:21; 35:3; Num. 15:32–36.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 5:15 In Ex. 20:11, Israel is told to keep the Sabbath as an imitation of God’s rest after the creation (see Gen. 2:1–3; compare Ex. 31:17). Here, the motivation for keeping the Sabbath is Israel’s liberation from slavery.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 5:16 that your days may be long. See also 4:40; 6:2. This does not mean merely a long life, but a life filled with God’s presence and favor: that it may go well with you.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 5:17 You shall not murder. The verb used here includes both intentional and accidental killing (compare 19:4–6; Num. 35:22–25). However, this verb is never used in the OT to describe killing in war.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 5:18 you shall not commit adultery. This specific law forbids having sexual relations with a person married to someone else. A later section (21:10–23:14) gives more detailed laws about other kinds of sexual sin.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 5:20 you shall not bear false witness. The term “bear witness” suggests a legal trial in which false testimony could lead to unfair punishment for the neighbor. For detailed laws concerning false witness, see 19:16–21; 25:1–16. For the importance of telling the truth, see Lev. 19:11.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 5:32–33 not turn aside to the right hand or to the left. God’s way is a straight path. See also 17:11; 28:14. walk in all the way. See also 10:12; 30:16.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 6:3 milk and honey. This description of the land is an added incentive to obedience. See also 11:9; 26:15.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 6:4 Hear, O Israel. This verse is called the Shema, from the Hebrew word for “hear.” The LORD our God, the LORD is one. See esv footnote. The Lord alone is Israel’s God. It is a statement of exclusivity. Compare ch. 4; and 5:6–7.




FACT


Deuteronomy 6:4 is called the Shema, from the Hebrew word for “hear.” Today many people of the Jewish faith fulfill the commands of 6:8–9 literally: They write Bible verses on pieces of paper, place them in small boxes, and then they either tie the boxes to their arm or their forehead, or attach them to the doorposts of their home.





DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 6:5 love. See 4:37. all. Because the Lord alone is Israel’s God, they should give him their exclusive and total devotion. Israelites are to love the Lord with all their heart, soul, and might. Jesus called this the “great and first commandment” (Matt. 22:38). In quoting the commandment, Jesus added “with all your mind” (Matt. 22:37). In early Hebrew, “heart” included what today is called the “mind.”

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 6:7–9 The two pairs of opposites—sit/walk and lie down/rise—suggest that the teaching is to take place at any and all opportunities. bind them . . . write them. Many Jews have fulfilled these commands literally, placing the text of vv. 4–5 and other Scripture verses in boxes bound on the arm and forehead (v. 8) or attached to doorposts (v. 9). See also 11:18–20.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 6:12 To forget the LORD is a moral problem, parallel to disobedience (8:11).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 6:13 fear. See 4:10. Jesus quotes this verse to Satan in the wilderness (Matt. 4:10).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 6:14–15 other gods. As seen elsewhere in Deuteronomy, the greatest tragedy for Israel would be unfaithfulness to God (compare 4:16–19; 8:11–20). jealous. See 4:24 and note on 4:23–24.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 6:16 You shall not put the LORD your God to the test. Testing God is an act of disobedience and shows a lack of trust in him. Jesus quoted this verse during his wilderness temptations (Matt. 4:7).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 6:20–24 What is the meaning . . . ? When future Israelite children ask their parents the reason for any law, the parents should explain how the law relates to their being freed from slavery in Egypt. See also 5:6; Ex. 12:26.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 6:25 Righteousness for us does not mean righteousness as a means of salvation. In this context, it means simply that keeping the Passover is the right thing to do. See also 24:13.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 7:1–2 devote them to complete destruction. See 2:34–35; 20:10–18; and notes. no mercy. The nations listed in 7:1 inhabit the land God promised to Israel. They are being punished for their sins (Gen. 15:16), and God is using Israel to do this. Showing any mercy would make it more likely that Israel would follow their evil ways (Deut. 7:16).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 7:3–4 The order for “complete destruction” of the Canaanites (vv. 1–2) was not a case of genocide but was to judge those peoples for their sin (Gen. 15:16) and to prevent the Israelites from intermarrying with them (Deut. 7:3–4). The prohibition against intermarriage was not to forbid interracial marriage but was so that Israel would not turn away from the one true God (compare 20:18). Such apostasy would be much more likely than the conversion of their non-Israelite spouses (compare 2 Cor. 6:14–15).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 7:5 All the objects used in Canaanite religion are to be totally destroyed so that they will not be a trap for Israel (see v. 16 and note on 12:2–3). The pillars were made of stone. Asherim were wooden poles decorated with female fertility symbols (see note on Judg. 6:25–26).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 7:6 holy to the LORD. Holiness means being exclusively separated to God. Israel must have no association with pagan religion. chosen. See 10:15; 14:2. treasured possession. See Ex. 19:5; Deut. 26:18.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 7:12–15 Obedience to the covenant leads to blessings for Israel (see 28:1–14). Evil diseases may refer to the plagues against Egypt (Exodus 7–14), or to more common diseases there.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 7:17–18 Israel is warned three times (see also 8:17; 9:4) not to say in your heart certain things that express fear (7:17) or pride (8:17; 9:4). The cure for unnecessary fear is to remember what the LORD your God did.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 7:20 Hornets may be a literal reference to the winged insect. Or it may describe people who flee in panic as if being chased by hornets. See Ex. 23:28; and note on Josh. 24:12. Compare “bees”; Deut. 1:44.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 7:25–26 burn. See note on v. 5. Abomination refers to a significant sin with which God is especially angry. devoted to destruction. See note on 2:34–35.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 8:2–3 In Deuteronomy, Israel is frequently urged to remember their slavery in Egypt as a reason to keep the law (e.g., 15:15; 16:12). Remembrance should lead to obedience (e.g., 9:7; 16:3). Manna literally means “What is it?” (Ex. 16:15).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 8:4 clothing . . . foot. Compare 29:5.




FACT


Jesus quoted from the book of Deuteronomy more than any other OT book. He quoted 8:3 when tempted by Satan (Matt. 4:4).





DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 8:5 disciplines. See Prov. 3:11–12; Heb. 12:5–11.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 8:14 heart . . . lifted up. Pride comes from forgetting life in the wilderness (vv. 14–16) and failing to apply its lessons to the new life in Canaan.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 8:15 water out of the flinty rock. See Ex. 17:6 and Num. 20:8, 11.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 8:17 say in your heart. This verse puts into words the pride described in v. 14.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 8:19–20 Forgetfulness also leads to idolatry and perishing.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 9:1–10:11 Continuing the theme of Israel’s “heart” problem, this section gives examples of Israel’s stubbornness.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 9:2 Anakim. See 1:28 and note.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 9:3 Quickly contrasts with “little by little” in 7:22. Compared with their long settlement in the land, the Canaanites will disappear quickly, but Israel’s conquest of the land will take a long time.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 9:4–5 Do not say in your heart (see 7:17–18 and note). While victory in the Promised Land is God’s punishment of the nations’ wickedness, that does not imply Israel’s righteousness. Israel’s possession of the land is due solely to God’s faithfulness to his promises.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 9:7–21 The golden calf incident is retold at length to demonstrate Israel’s stubbornness.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 9:8 Even at Horeb, where they heard God’s voice directly, Israel misbehaved (compare Exodus 32–34).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 9:9–10 all the words . . . spoken with you. That is, the Ten Commandments (see 5:22).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 9:12–13 God distances himself from Israel. Your people whom you have brought and this people contrasts with God’s earlier description of them as “my people” (Ex. 6:7).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 9:17 broke them. Moses’ breaking the tablets symbolized the deliberate ending of Israel’s covenant relationship with God. It was an impulsive gesture of fury and despair following God’s words recalled in vv. 12–14.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 9:18–20 This is the second period of forty days and forty nights (see vv. 9–11). The LORD listened to me refers to Moses’ intercession for the people (see vv. 25–29). Aaron was Moses’ brother, the first high priest of Israel.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 9:21 No mention is made here of forcing Israel to drink the water containing the ground-up golden calf (compare Ex. 32:20).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 9:25 forty days and forty nights. Considering its placement in Ex. 32:11–14, it is unclear if this is the same period as in Deut. 9:18. It may have occurred earlier (see vv. 9–11), as the following prayer implies.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 10:1 The ark was constructed (Ex. 37:1–9) soon after the writing of the replacement tablets (Ex. 34:1–4).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 10:6–9 Since the tribe of Levi owned no land (18:1–2), the other tribes provided for them (e.g., 12:12, 18; 14:27).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 10:11 The command to arise and go on your journey indicates that, with the tablets replaced and the ark of the covenant built, Moses’ intercession for Israel has been answered fully.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 10:12–13 And now marks a transition from the retelling of history to encouragement. what does the LORD your God require of you. Compare Mic. 6:8. Five commands follow. for your good. Obedience to the Lord always benefits those who obey.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 10:14–15 set his heart in love on your fathers. See 4:37 and 7:7–8; note on 4:37–39; compare 10:12.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 10:16 Circumcise . . . your heart. Here, circumcision symbolizes removing the stubbornness that prevents the heart from loving God. Compare Ex. 6:12, where “uncircumcised lips” are lips that do not speak well; and Jer. 6:10, where “uncircumcised ears” are ears that do not hear clearly. This kind of circumcision can happen only with the Lord’s help (Deut. 30:6).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 10:17 The fact that Israel has been chosen by God (v. 15) does not mean that he will ignore their sin, for he is not partial.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 10:20 fear the LORD your God. Compare vv. 12–13. hold fast. See 4:4 and note on 4:3–4.




FACT


A sojourner was a person from another country who was living and working in Israel. The Israelites were taught to love and respect the sojourners living among them, for they themselves had been sojourners in Egypt (10:19).





DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 10:22 down to Egypt seventy persons. See Gen. 46:27 and Ex. 1:5. Part of God’s promise to Abraham has been fulfilled (Gen. 15:5). See Deut. 1:10 and note.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 11:1 Because God rescued Israel from Egypt (10:21–22), therefore they should love him.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 11:2 Moses addresses the adults of Israel as if all of them had experienced the exodus and wilderness events, even though the adults who left Egypt had died in the wilderness. See 1:20–21 and note. discipline. See 8:5.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 11:6 Dathan and Abiram, along with Korah, rebelled against Moses’ leadership in the wilderness (Num. 16:1–35).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 11:7 your eyes have seen. See note on v. 2.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 11:14 early rain and the later rain. Both the rains that come in October/November and those that come in March/April are needed for good crops.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 11:16–17 Take care lest your heart be deceived, and you . . . serve other gods. In light of vv. 14–15, Moses is probably warning them not to believe that the Canaanite fertility gods are the source of rain, crops, and animals.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 11:18–21 On teaching these words to the next generation, see note on 6:7–9. as long as the heavens are above the earth. That is, forever.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 11:26 I am setting before you today. This expression, repeated in v. 32, emphasizes the importance of making the right decision.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 11:28 Since the people are in a covenant relationship with the LORD your God, it would be foolish for them to worship the Canaanite Baals, with whom they have had no such relationship (that you have not known).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 11:29 See 27:1–14 for details on this ceremony and the two mountains.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 11:30 Arabah. See 1:1 and note; 1:7. Gilgal. See Josh. 4:19. The oak of Moreh is where the Lord first promised to give Abraham the land of Canaan (Gen. 12:6).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 12:1–26:19 Moses’ Second Speech: Specific Covenant Stipulations. In this second part of Moses’ second speech, he discusses in more detail the things he discussed in the first part of the speech (chs. 5–11). This second part of the speech seems to follow the order of the Ten Commandments.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 12:1–32 Chapter 12 deals with proper worship. It builds on the first commandment, about having no other gods besides the Lord.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 12:2–3 When the Israelites enter Canaan, they are to destroy all the existing worship centers. Canaanite religion focused on fertility. It set up its shrines on mountains, hills, and under trees. Asherim. See note on 7:5.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 12:4 They should not use Canaanite religious places and objects to worship the Lord.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 12:5–6 Moses looked to the day when the Lord would put his name and make his habitation in a permanent place, though God is not limited to just one place. It is a single place, in contrast to the “places” in vv. 2, 13–14. This place is not named here, though centuries later it was clearly identified with Jerusalem. Until then, the “place” was wherever the tabernacle was located. This was often at Shiloh (Josh. 18:1).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 12:7 eat. The peace offering sacrifices were not totally burned up on the altar. Part of the animal was to be eaten by the offerer, the offerer’s household, and the priests. before the LORD your God. That is, in his presence (also vv. 12, 18).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 12:8–9 You shall not do according to all that we are doing here today. Once the people enter the land, the laws of worship, especially regarding the place where it is to occur, will be stricter. rest. See 3:20 and note.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 12:12 Levites served in various towns. They owned no land (portion or inheritance) and relied on offerings for survival (v. 19; Num. 26:62).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 12:13–14 While in one of your tribes could mean one place per tribal territory, v. 5 has already specified one place for the entire nation.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 12:15 you may . . . eat meat within any of your towns. Apparently the people had been told that, ordinarily, they could eat only sacrificial meat (Lev. 17:1–7). Now, partly because of the distances that people would be from the central place for sacrifice (Deut. 12:20–21), they are allowed to eat non-sacrificial meat. Unclean and the clean is a ceremonial distinction, not a moral one. Leviticus 12–15 defines certain people as unclean. They are forbidden to eat sacrificial meat, but this would not apply to meat from non-sacrificial animals.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 12:16 you shall not eat the blood. See Gen. 9:4 and Lev. 3:17. The blood is the life (Deut. 12:23–24) and is therefore linked to atonement for sin (Lev. 17:10–12). See also Acts 15:20.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 12:17–19 tithe . . . offerings. See v. 11. servant . . . and the Levite. See note on v. 12.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 12:26–27 Holy things are things set apart for God: sacrifices, offerings, tithes, objects of vows. See vv. 17–18. The blood of your sacrifices shall be poured out on the altar. E.g., Lev. 1:5.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 12:30 take care that you be not ensnared. See 7:2; and note on 7:5.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 12:31 You shall not worship . . . in that way (see v. 4). Canaanite worship is not only wrong, it is accompanied by abominable moral practices (see 7:25), among which is child sacrifice. See 2 Kings 16:3; Jer. 32:35.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 12:32 not add to it or take from it. See note on 4:2.

	

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 13:1–18 Much of OT law is “case law,” which explains the correct legal response to specific situations. Here, each situation is introduced with if (vv. 1, 6, 12).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 13:2 sign or wonder. The Bible records miracles from sources other than the Lord, e.g., the Egyptian magicians (Ex. 7:22; etc.) and Simon the Sorcerer (Acts 8:9).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 13:3 For the LORD your God is testing you. The Lord uses false prophets to test his people’s faithfulness. Signs and wonders, when accompanied by false teaching, are not from the Lord. love. See 4:37–39 and note.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 13:4 walk . . . fear. See 10:12–13, 20 and notes. hold fast. See note on 4:3–4.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 13:5 Even though the prophet or dreamer of dreams is used by God to test Israel, that person is not innocent. purge the evil from your midst. See 17:7; 21:21 (the death penalty is implied in these cases). Israel is commanded not to allow any unbelieving Israelites to live among them (compare 1 Cor. 5:13).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 13:6 Faithfulness to the Lord takes priority even over close personal relations (compare Luke 14:26–33).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 13:8 Even if a beloved friend tries to lead a person astray, you shall not yield to him.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 13:11 Besides punishing the offender, capital punishment serves as a warning to others (see note on v. 5).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 13:12–17 Rumors of apostasy must be checked carefully (inquire and make search and ask diligently) to ensure that they are true and certain. If the rumors prove to be true, then not just the worthless fellows who led the apostasy but also all the inhabitants of that city must die, because they allowed the apostasy to go unchecked. devoting it to destruction. See 2:34–35 and note.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 14:1–21 Israel’s diet was to be distinctive, showing how the nation itself was different from all other nations (compare Leviticus 11).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 14:1–2 You are the sons of . . . God. While the NT often refers to individual believers as “sons” or “children” of God, this is fairly rare in the OT (see 1:31; 8:5; Isa. 1:2). The nation as a whole is called God’s “son” in Ex. 4:22–23 and Hos. 11:1. cut yourselves or make any baldness on your foreheads for the dead. Probably both of these activities were part of pagan worship (Lev. 19:27–28; see also 1 Kings 18:28). Compare Lev. 21:5–6.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 14:3 Unclean animals are regarded as an abomination (see Leviticus 11; Deut. 7:25–26 and note). Clean and unclean animals are kept separate to illustrate the separation of Israel from other nations (14:2).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 14:4–8 Clean animals have a cloven hoof and chew the cud. Cleanness cannot be based on the animals’ vegetarian diet, since unclean animals such as the camel, hare, and rock badger are vegetarian.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 14:11–20 Unclean birds seem to be birds of prey. These eat dead creatures and blood, which are forbidden to Israelites (v. 21).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 14:21 Israelites cannot eat anything that has died naturally, probably because the blood is still in the animal (see note on 12:16). holy to the LORD. See 7:6; 14:2. You shall not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk. To do so would be an insult to God’s creative design (compare Ex. 23:19 and note; Deut. 22:6–7).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 14:22–29 People practiced tithing (giving 10 percent) as early as the days of Abram (Gen. 14:20). For laws about tithing, see Lev. 27:30–33; Num. 18:8–32.




FACT


Death penalty for apostasy? Anyone who urged a fellow Israelite to “go and serve other gods” was to be put to death (13:6–11). While the NT does not prescribe death for such an offense, it gives serious warning to anyone who leads another person into sin (Matt. 18:6).





DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 14:23 in the place that he will choose. See 12:5–6 and note. you shall eat. Deuteronomy’s emphasis on festive celebration of the land’s blessing is seen here with an annual “tithe party.” The whole household (14:26) plus the Levites (v. 27) are to be included. The person who truly learns to fear the Lord will also learn to trust that the 90 percent remaining after the tithe will be enough.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 14:24–26 when . . . God blesses you. A blessing is clearly expected. wine or strong drink. The Bible condemns drunkenness (Prov. 23:29–35; Gal. 5:21) and forbids priests to drink while in the sanctuary (Lev. 10:9), but it expects that drinking will sometimes take place at celebratory occasions such as weddings (John 2:1–10). rejoice. See Deut. 12:7.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 14:27 you shall not neglect the Levite. See notes on 10:6–9 and 12:12.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 14:28–29 An additional tithe is to be given every third year for those who own no land and therefore may be poor.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 15:1–18 The laws in these verses relate to the sabbatical year. See Ex. 23:10–11 and Lev. 25:1–7.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 15:1–3 All debts between Israelites, however large, were to be cancelled at the end of every seventh year. Debts owed by foreigners were not cancelled (compare 14:21).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 15:4–6 There will be no poor among you is in effect a command to be generous: “Let there be no poor among you.” Since the land will be sufficiently blessed by God (v. 6), if the laws are followed (v. 5), there should be no poor. But see v. 11 and note on vv. 9–11.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 15:7–8 If . . .  one of your brothers. The law of vv. 7–8 does not apply to the poor outside of Israel. should become poor . . . lend . . . for his need. The cause of the fellow Israelite’s poverty is not the issue, even if it involves wastefulness or foolishness. you shall not harden your heart or shut your hand. It may be costly to the Israelite to give what is needed, but he must be willing to do so.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 15:9–11 If the sabbatical year is close, loans are less likely to be repaid, but the one asked to lend should have no such unworthy thought in his heart. Verse 4 expressed an ideal situation (see note on vv. 4–6), but the reality is that Israel will never perfectly keep the law, so there will never cease to be poor people among them. There will always be a need for generosity. Compare Matt. 26:11.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 15:12 When a wealthier Israelite allowed a debtor to become his “slave,” it was considered an act of mercy (Gen. 47:21–25). Indebted people sometimes chose to remain slaves permanently, because of the security it provided (see Deut. 15:16–17). This type of slavery was very different from the kind of slavery usually seen today, which involves kidnapping and forced labor.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 15:13–15 When a slave ends his term of service, his former owner is to give him supplies and not let him go empty-handed, to help ensure that he won’t have to return to slavery. The Israelites should desire to treat their slaves kindly as they remember (1) God’s blessings (As the LORD . . . has blessed you) and (2) their own long years of slavery in Egypt (remember that you were a slave; see 8:2–3 and note).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 15:16–17 Piercing with an awl marks permanent ownership. See Ex. 21:5–6; and note on Deut. 15:12.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 15:18 A warning against greed.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 15:19–23 Giving the firstborn is an expression of thanks and trust that more animals are to come. The animal is to be eaten in the central place before the LORD.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 16:1–17 These verses deal with the three main Israelite feasts (see Ex. 23:14–17). If Deuteronomy’s detailed laws are arranged in the order of the Ten Commandments, this section corresponds to the Sabbath law in Deut. 5:12. On Passover, see Ex. 12:2–39; Num. 28:16–25. On the Feast of Weeks, see Lev. 23:15–22; Num. 28:26–31. On the Feast of Booths, see Lev. 23:33–43; Num. 29:12–40. All the feasts occur at the central place of worship. For those who lived outside Jerusalem, attendance required several days of travel (compare Luke 2:41–52).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 16:1 Abib. The first month (Ex. 12:2; Lev. 23:5), corresponding to March/April.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 16:2 flock or the herd. In Deuteronomy, the Passover sacrifice does not need to be a lamb (compare Ex. 12:3, 21).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 16:3 eat no leavened bread. Unleavened Bread is the name of the seven-day feast after Passover (Ex. 23:15; compare Ex. 12:15–20). remember. Remembrance leads to obedience (see Deut. 8:2–3 and note).




FACT


What is unleavened bread? Leaven is another name for yeast. Because bread made without yeast does not rise, unleavened bread is flat. During the exodus, the Israelites left Egypt so quickly that there was no time for their bread to rise. Unleavened bread was therefore used in Passover celebrations. 





DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 16:5–6 You may not offer the Passover sacrifice within any of your towns. During their wilderness journeys, the Israelites could celebrate the Passover in their tents (see Ex. 12:21–24). Deuteronomy, however, gives instructions for the time when they will be settled in the Promised Land.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 16:7 Cook means roast, not boil (Ex. 12:8–9).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 16:9–10 The Feast of Weeks is called the Feast of Harvest in Ex. 23:16. The seven weeks are counted from the time the sickle is first put to the standing grain, marking the end of the grain harvest. The Greek name for this festival is Pentecost, meaning 50 days (see Acts 2:1). A freewill offering expresses thankfulness for the harvest.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 16:13 The Feast of Booths or Tabernacles is called the Feast of Ingathering in Ex. 23:16 and 34:22. It occurred in September/October and marked the harvest of summer fruits such as dates, grapes, and olives. The law was to be read every seventh year during this feast (Deut. 31:9–13).




FACT


Threshing is the process of separating kernels of grain (such as barley and wheat) from their stalks. This was done by beating the stalks or by using an ox or a donkey to pull a weighted sled over the harvest. Often large, flat rocks were used as threshing floors (16:13).





DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 16:16–17 all your males. Presumably females were free to attend the feast (vv. 11, 14), but only males were required to attend. The repeated mention of blessing encourages Israel to enter the land.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 16:18–18:22 Most of these laws are about the various leaders for Israel. Leaders, like parents, exercise God’s authority toward those under them. This section recalls the fifth commandment: “Honor your father and your mother” (5:16).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 16:19 You shall not . . .  Justice comes from God’s character. See 1:17 and note on 1:16–17; 10:17; Ex. 23:6–8.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 16:21–22 tree as an Asherah . . . pillar. See note on 7:5. Canaanite worship items were to be destroyed (7:5; 12:3). This law prohibits bringing pagan religious practices into the central place of worship. Compare 2 Kings 21:7.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 17:1 sacrifice . . . blemish. See Lev. 22:17–25; Mal. 1:6–8; and note on Deut. 15:19–23. abomination. See note on 7:25–26.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 17:2–3 does what is evil. More specifically, commits idolatry. See 4:19.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 17:4–5 Because idolatry breaks the first commandment, it is a capital offense. out to your gates. Capital punishment was usually outside the walls or camp (Lev. 24:14; Num. 15:35).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 17:6–7 On the evidence of . . . witnesses. The standard biblical requirement for finding someone guilty of a capital offense is two witnesses (Num. 35:30). See Deut. 19:16–21 on penalties for false witnesses. Insisting that the hand of the witnesses shall be first to stone the guilty helps prevent false testimony and adds seriousness to their testimony (compare 13:9). purge the evil. See 13:5 and note.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 17:8–9 Straightforward judicial cases should be decided in local courts. Difficult cases are to be tried in the central sanctuary. Worship and justice are tied together.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 17:10–13 The decision of the central sanctuary court is final. that man shall die. Refusal to follow the ruling of the court is itself a capital offense, for it is a rejection of God’s justice and rule. purge the evil. See 13:5 and note. not act presumptuously again. See 13:11.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 17:14–15 I will set a king over me, like all the nations. See 1 Sam. 8:5, 20. Even though it will be several centuries before Israel has a king, Deuteronomy provides legislation for when that happens. God will choose their king.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 17:16–17 Governmental leaders would constantly face temptation to abuse their power for personal gain. Since the Lord had just rescued Israel from slavery in Egypt, kings would be forbidden to turn to Egypt for help (e.g., Isa. 31:1; compare Deut. 28:68).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 17:18–20 A copy of this law probably refers to chs. 1–30 (see 31:9). Reading and obeying the word of God trains people to fear the LORD (see note on 4:10). to the right hand or to the left. See Josh. 1:7 and note on Deut. 5:32–33.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 18:1–2 shall have no portion or inheritance. See 12:12 and note. the LORD is their inheritance. See Num. 18:20. It was a privilege to serve the Lord in the central sanctuary. The priests received a blessing being near the Lord’s presence.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 18:3–4 Parts of the sacrifices and firstfruits are for the Levites. Compare Lev. 7:28–34 and Num. 18:9–24, where the portions for the priests are slightly different.




FACT


Sheep are mentioned more than any other animal in the Bible. Sheep are dependent on shepherds to protect and care for them.





DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 18:6–8 Levites who minister in the country are allowed to minister in the central sanctuary occasionally. sale of his patrimony. Apart from their share of offerings, Levites may also make money from their personal property.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 18:9–11 abominable practices of those nations. See note on 12:2–3. burns his son or his daughter as an offering. See 12:31 and note.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 18:12 because of these abominations the LORD your God is driving them out. The destruction of the Canaanites was not an attack on innocent people. It was God’s judgment against serious sin (Gen. 15:16; see notes on Deut. 7:1–2; Josh. 6:17).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 18:15–19 On the voice of the LORD, see 5:23–28. a prophet like you. In the first century A.D., Jews expected a final prophet, whom NT writers identified as Jesus (Acts 3:22–24; 7:37; compare John 1:21).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 18:20–22 False prophets, whether speaking in God’s name or the name of other gods, are to be put to death (13:1–5). However, if a prophet’s words do come true, this does not automatically mean that person is God’s prophet (see 13:5 and note).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 19:1–21:14 This section corresponds to the sixth commandment: “You shall not murder” (5:17).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 19:1–3 dwell in their cities and in their houses. See 6:10–11. The three cities of refuge are to be located for reasonable access. See Num. 35:9–34 and notes. Joshua 20:1–9 names these three cities.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 19:4–6 The cities of refuge are to ensure justice for a manslayer who unintentionally kills someone. Otherwise, he might be killed by the avenger of blood, someone from the victim’s family seeking revenge. The law clearly distinguishes between manslaughter (which is unpremeditated) and murder. The death penalty does not apply for manslaughter.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 19:8–10 The law assumes that Israel’s territory will grow (see 12:20) and that they will need more cities of refuge. That these additional three cities of refuge were never appointed indicates Israel’s lack of faith. innocent blood. A manslayer is innocent of murder.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 19:13 purge the guilt. Compare v. 19; 13:5 (and note), where the expression is “purge the evil.”

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 19:14 Moving the landmark, or boundary stone, of a neighbor is essentially theft of land (see also 27:17). The law emphasizes keeping land in families, since inheritance rights are basic to Israel’s life in the land.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 19:15 On witnesses, see Num. 35:30; Deut. 17:6 and note on 17:6–7.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 19:16–18 In disputed legal cases, the issue is taken to the central sanctuary, before the LORD (17:8–9).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 19:21 eye shall not pity. See 13:8. life for life. Punishment is to be appropriate for the crime. See Ex. 21:23–25 and Matt. 5:38.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 20:1–20 These laws on warfare (especially vv. 16–18) may seem to be at odds with the teachings of the NT. But three things should be kept in mind: (1) they applied specifically to securing the Promised Land; (2) the Israelite armies were to offer terms of peace before attacking a city (see v. 10); (3) assuming the rightfulness of Israel’s cause, these laws actually helped to limit the loss of life in warfare. See notes on 7:1–2; 18:12.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 20:5–7 Three situations would exempt a man from military service. Compare 28:30. God desired that his people enjoy the blessings of housing, crops, and marriage. He could bring victory in battle, even with these three groups of men exempted from service.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 20:8 Fear could be contagious, so those who were fearful were also exempted.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 20:10–15 Verses 10–15 apply to cities outside the boundaries of the Promised Land (see v. 15). If the city rejects the terms of peace, God assures victory over it.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 20:16–18 Only the cities within the Promised Land are to be devoted to complete destruction. The mandate for complete destruction does not apply to cities outside Canaan (see vv. 10–15). God is the victor, and the spoils of war belong to him (see 2:34–35; 7:2). This kind of destruction is a sign of final judgment. See note on Josh. 6:17–18.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 20:19–20 Israel is to inherit trees that it did not plant (see 6:11).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 21:1 in the land. These laws will keep the Promised Land free from being unclean.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 21:4 The heifer’s death atones for sin committed by an unknown person.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 21:9 purge the guilt. Compare 13:5.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 21:10 This law must apply to conquests of cities far away (20:10–15), otherwise the women would have been destroyed (20:17).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 21:12–13 shave her head and pare her nails . . . take off the clothes. These actions indicate a change from her former life, including its religious practices.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 21:15–23:14 Many of the laws in this section address the sexual faithfulness of God’s people, corresponding to the seventh commandment: “You shall not commit adultery” (5:18).




FACT


Inheritance rights. In Israel, the firstborn son received a double share of the inheritance. The firstborn also had more responsibility for the family than other children. The law protected the special rights of the firstborn (21:15–17).





DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 21:15–17 This law assumes that polygamy exists but does not condone it. (The ethical ideal for marriage comes from Gen. 2:24. On polygamy, see note on 1 Tim. 3:2–3.) double portion. The OT, in line with ancient Near Eastern practice, gave a double share of inheritance to the oldest son.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 21:18–21 Breaking the fifth commandment (5:16) brought the death penalty. Parents were to report their own rebellious children to the authorities. purge the evil. See 13:5.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 22:6–7 Like the treatment of trees in 20:19–20, this law preserves life. It requires wise, respectful use of the creation.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 22:8 Builders and homeowners must take adequate safety measures. Flat roofs were used for various household activities, including sleeping in hot weather.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 22:9–11 These laws prohibit mixing various items, reflecting God’s ordering of creation “according to its kind” (e.g., Gen. 1:25).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 22:12 tassels. See Num. 15:38–41.




FACT


Why did the Israelites sew tassels on their garments? In the ancient world, tassels were worn by nobles and other high-class people. In Israel they were worn by everyone as a mark of their special status and responsibilities as God’s chosen people (22:12; Num. 15:37–41).





DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 22:14–15 evidence of virginity. This may be a garment stained with menstrual blood (v. 17), which demonstrates that she is not pregnant, or a stain of hymenal blood, showing that the girl’s first intercourse took place on her wedding night. The gate was where legal matters were heard and resolved.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 22:19 A hundred shekels is a very large fine. Workers in OT times earned half a shekel per month. This law discouraged men from making false accusations and seeking an easy divorce.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 22:21 purge the evil. See 13:5.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 22:22 Adultery was a capital offense throughout the ancient world. To be convicted, the couple must be caught in the act (found lying). They were both punished equally.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 22:23–24 betrothed . . . wife. Betrothal was much more binding than modern engagement. The woman is called “wife” in v. 24.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 22:29 Fifty shekels appears to be the bride-price (see Ex. 22:16). The law protects the woman, who is less likely to be married because she has been raped.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 22:30 uncover his father’s nakedness. See esv footnote; also 27:20. It probably means to bring dishonor to the father. The father’s wife would presumably be a woman other than the man’s mother.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 23:1 In Deuteronomy, assembly usually refers to Israel gathered at Horeb/Sinai. In this chapter, it looks forward to Israel gathered for worship in the Promised Land. Testicles are crushed probably refers to men made eunuchs in the context of pagan worship.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 23:2–4 Tenth generation may mean forever (see v. 6). no Ammonite or Moabite. The story of Ruth indicates that there were exceptions (see note on Ruth 1:4). Balaam. See Numbers 22–24.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 23:7–8 You shall not abhor an Edomite. Edom is descended from Esau, Jacob’s twin (Gen. 25:19–26). Both Edomites and Egyptians may enter the assembly of the LORD. With God, faith is the issue, not race.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 23:9–14 When Israel’s army was fighting the enemy, it was considered a religious gathering. Laws of cleanness applied.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 23:15–24:22 These laws address property offenses related to the eighth commandment: “You shall not steal” (5:19).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 23:15 The refugee slave is most likely a foreigner, not an Israelite slave.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 23:17 cult prostitute. Cultic prostitution was a part of Canaanite fertility rites. It was strictly prohibited for Israel.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 23:19–20 To seek a loan in ancient times was an act of desperation, often caused by crop failure. The prohibition against charging interest among Israelites (Ex. 22:25) protected the poor. may bless you. Wealth is to come as a gift from God, not from selfish hoarding.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 23:21–23 Vows were voluntary, but once a vow was made, it was binding. God keeps his promises and desires that his people do so as well.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 23:24–25 you may eat your fill. These laws benefit the poor and are not an excuse for theft (see notes on 15:4–6; 15:7–8).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 24:1–4 By charging his wife with some indecency, the first husband acquired her dowry—her father’s marriage present to her—when he divorced her. If she then remarried, she would have received a second dowry. If her second marriage ended, through either death or divorce, she would have been able to keep her second dowry. The first husband is forbidden to exploit her by remarrying her in order to acquire her second dowry. This is the only OT law about divorce. Elsewhere it is assumed that divorce will sometimes occur (e.g., Lev. 21:7, 14; Num. 30:9). See Jesus’ comments on Deut. 24:1–4 in Matt. 5:31–32. In Matt. 19:7, Pharisees use this law to defend their position on divorce. Jesus, however, refers all the way back to creation (Gen. 1:27; 2:24) to show God’s ideal plan for marriage. Deuteronomy 24:1–4 recognizes that people have hard hearts and will sometimes fall short of God’s ideal. It preserves a minimum level of civility in cases of divorce.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 24:5 The military exemption of one year gives the couple time to have at least one child and develop their relationship. Compare note on 20:5–7.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 24:6 mill or an upper millstone. If these items were taken as security for a loan, it could deprive a poor person of the ability to earn a living.




FACT


What was an upper millstone? Israelite women ground their grain in mills made of two circular stones. The grain was placed on the flat lower stone and then crushed as the upper millstone rolled over it. To deprive the miller of either stone would make her work impossible (24:6).





DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 24:7 that thief shall die. Kidnapping is regarded as theft. It is the only kind of theft that is punishable by death. purge the evil. See 13:5.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 24:8–9 Since a leprous disease makes a person unclean, a priest must make the official diagnosis. See Leviticus 13 and note on Lev. 13:1–59.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 24:10 not go into his house to collect his pledge. This law protects the dignity of the poor person who is forced into asking for a loan.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 24:12 not sleep in his pledge. A person’s cloak could not be taken as security for a loan because it probably also served as the person’s blanket (see v. 13; Amos 2:8).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 24:19–22 The blessings of the land are for the people as a whole to share. Compare 23:24–25, and see Lev. 19:9–10. See also this law in practice in Ruth 2.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 25:1–16 The laws in this section relate to things like administering justice, providing for widows, and being honest in business. They relate to the ninth commandment: “You shall not bear false witness” (5:20; compare 25:1, 13–15).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 25:3 The limit of forty stripes was to prevent the guilty person from being degraded or permanently harmed. For fear of miscounting and going beyond 40, later Jews limited flogging to 39, as in the case of Paul (2 Cor. 11:24).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 25:4 Paul applied this law to the work of Christian leaders: If even an ox deserves to be fed, how much more do gospel workers deserve support (1 Cor. 9:9; 1 Tim. 5:18).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 25:5 Her husband’s brother shall . . . take her as his wife. This was called “levirate marriage” (from the Latin word levir, meaning “brother-in-law”). It was to protect the widow and provide descendants for the deceased man. It was a case where polygamy was allowed (the brother-in-law may already be married). See also Gen. 38:8–10; Ruth 4:1–12.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 25:7 gate. See 22:15 and note on 22:14–15.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 25:9 pull his sandal off his foot and spit in his face. This public event shames the brother-in-law (Num. 12:14). He is not, however, forced into marrying the widow. This protects her from being mistreated by a reluctant husband.




FACT


Shoes and sandals were considered the most humble articles of clothing. They were removed at the doorway before entering a home. People also removed their shoes during periods of mourning. Going barefoot was a sign of poverty and shame (25:9–10).





DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 25:13–16 two kinds of weights . . . two kinds of measures. A dishonest person might use one set of weights or measures for selling and another for buying. See Lev. 19:35–36. See also Prov. 11:1. days may be long. See Deut. 5:16 and note.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 25:17–19 See Ex. 17:8–16 for the account of the Amalekites’ opposition to Israel.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 26:1–19 The final section of specific laws deals with the offering of firstfruits and tithes in the land.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 26:2 first of all the fruit. This law acknowledges the faithfulness of God and the goodness of the land (v. 3). place that the LORD your God will choose. See 12:5 and note on 12:5–6.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 26:4 the priest shall take. See note on 18:3–4.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 26:5–10 These verses could be seen as a statement of faith, used in Israel’s worship to remember God’s faithfulness. Aramean refers to Jacob, who married the daughters of his uncle Laban, an Aramean (Gen. 28:5). down into Egypt. See Ex. 1:1–7. treated us harshly. See Exodus 1–2. cried to the LORD. See Ex. 2:23–24. signs and wonders. The plagues of Egypt (Ex. 7:14–12:32). milk and honey. See Deut. 6:3.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 26:12 in the third year, which is the year of tithing. See 14:28–29 and note.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 26:14 Offered . . . to the dead describes a forbidden pagan practice.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 26:15 Look down from your holy habitation. God dwells in heaven, though on earth his name and presence also dwell in the central place of worship. See 4:36 and note on 12:5–6; compare 1 Kings 8:27–30.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 26:16 with all your heart. See 4:29; 6:5 and note.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 26:18–19 treasured possession . . . holy to the LORD. See 7:6.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 27:1–28:68 Moses’ Third Speech: Blessings and Curses. Ancient covenant treaties included blessings for keeping the treaty conditions and curses for not keeping them (see chart). These chapters describe the blessings and curses Israel will face for either keeping or failing to keep its covenant with the Lord.




FACT


At more than 3,000 feet (914 m) high, Mount Ebal is one of the highest points in Samaria.





DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 27:1–8 Moses looks ahead to a covenant ceremony after arriving in the land.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 27:2–3 on the day. Not necessarily the precise day but simply “when.” plaster them with plaster. White plaster provides a backdrop for the writing. write on them all the words of this law. This is in addition to the permanent written record (31:24–26).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 27:4–5 today. See note on vv. 2–3. Mount Ebal is north of Shechem (see 11:29). wield no iron tool. Israel’s altars were to be of unhewn stone (Ex. 20:25).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 27:6–7 Burnt offerings were the basic sacrifices dealing with sin (Leviticus 1). After sins are atoned for, peace offerings celebrate fellowship with God (Leviticus 3).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 27:9 you have become the people of the LORD. Compare Ex. 19:5–6; Deut. 7:6; 14:2. The covenant of Horeb is renewed here in Moab (29:1). After the conquest, it will be renewed again at Shechem (Joshua 24).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 27:12–13 Mount Gerizim is south of Shechem. Shechem is on the shoulder of the two mountains, Gerizim and Ebal (see 11:29 and note on 27:4–5). These verses describe a ceremony in which Israel hears blessings and curses concerning the law. In this chapter, however, there are only curses read by the Levites. See Josh. 8:30–35 for the carrying out of these instructions (compare Joshua 24).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 27:14 Levites must refer to the Levitical priests, since the rest of the tribe of Levi are on Mount Gerizim (see v. 12).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 27:15 On image, see 5:8–10. “Amen.” All the people express their acceptance of God’s justice and judgment.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 27:16 On dishonoring father and mother, see 5:16.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 27:17 On neighbor’s landmark, see 19:14.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 27:18 On misleading the blind, see Lev. 19:14.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 27:19 On perverting justice, see 24:17–18.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 27:20–22 On uncovering one’s father’s nakedness, see 22:30; Lev. 18:8. On lying with an animal, see Lev. 18:23. On lying with one’s sister, see Lev. 18:9.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 27:24 On striking down one’s neighbor, see 19:11.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 27:25 On taking a bribe, see 16:19.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 27:26 The list of 12 curses is merely a sample of the law. It is not meant to include all situations. Paul quotes this verse in Gal. 3:10 to show that no human can perfectly obey God’s law, and that therefore all need his grace.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 28:1–68 The focus shifts from specific sins that warrant curses to the content of the curses (vv. 15–68), preceded by a shorter list of blessings (vv. 1–14).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 28:3–6 For parallel curses, see vv. 16–19. city . . . field . . . come in . . . go out. The pairing of opposites indicates a blessing in all areas of life. fruit. The emphasis on fertility challenges the Canaanite view that Baal was the fertility god.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 28:7 your enemies . . . to be defeated. Compare v. 25.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 28:9 a people holy. See 7:6 and note.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 28:23 heavens . . . shall be bronze. Unable to bring rain. earth . . . shall be iron. Unable to produce food.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 28:30 betroth a wife. Compare 24:5. build a house . . . plant a vineyard. Compare 20:5–7.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 28:44 lend . . . head . . . tail. Compare vv. 12–13.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 28:46 a sign and a wonder. Signs and wonders usually refer to Israel’s salvation from slavery (e.g., 4:34; 7:19; 26:8); the use of the terms here is highly ironic.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 28:48 Yoke of iron suggests a return to slavery (see also v. 68).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 28:53 eat the fruit of your womb. The siege from the future enemy will be so dire that Israelites will resort to eating their children to stay alive. See 2 Kings 6:28–29; Lam. 4:10.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 28:58 glorious and awesome name, the LORD your God. The name is YHWH (Yahweh), revealed to Moses at the burning bush (see Ex. 3:14 and note).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 28:60 all the diseases of Egypt. See 7:15 and note on 7:12–15.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 28:61 The book of this law (compare v. 58) refers to chs. 1–30. See 31:9, 24, 26.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 28:62 Numerous . . . few threatens a reversal of the promises to Abraham. See 1:10 and note.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 28:64–66 scatter. See 4:27. Because the people will continue in their disobedience and will not repent, they will receive the consequences. The curse of exile will come for the northern kingdom from Assyria (2 Kings 17) and for the southern kingdom from Babylon (2 Kings 25).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 29:1–30:20 Moses’ Third Speech: Final Exhortation. These chapters represent the climax of Moses’ preaching. He pleads with Israel to accept the covenant.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 29:1 The covenant in the land of Moab restates the covenant at Horeb (Sinai).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 29:2–3 You have seen . . . before your eyes . . . your eyes saw. See 1:30–31 and note on 1:29–31.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 29:4 not given you a heart to understand or eyes to see or ears to hear. Israel needs God to correct its lack of obedient heart, eyes, and ears. See 30:6 and note.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 29:5–8 clothes . . . feet. See 8:4. that you may know. See 8:3. Sihon . . . Og. See 2:24–3:17.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 29:13 establish you today as his people. See 27:9 and note.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 29:15 Whoever is not here with us today refers to future generations.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 29:18 root bearing poisonous and bitter fruit. If one Israelite begins to practice idolatry, the sin will be contagious, infecting other Israelites (v. 19).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 29:19 blesses himself in his heart. An expression of pride (compare 8:17 and note on 7:17–18).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 29:20–21 jealousy. See 4:24 and note on 4:23–24. Book of the Law. See 28:61 and note.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 29:23 The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 19:24–25) is used several times in the Bible as an example of God’s judgment (e.g., Amos 4:11; Matt. 10:14; 2 Pet. 2:6). Admah, and Zeboiim. See Gen. 10:19.




FACT


Brimstone most likely refers to sulfur. It is a bright yellow, highly combustible mineral that puts out a terrible odor when it burns. Brimstone is abundant in the area around the Dead Sea. During earthquakes hot gases are released from inside the earth, which can cause the brimstone deposits to burst into flame (29:23).





DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 29:24–28 These verses anticipate future idolatry and God’s curses.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 29:29 secret things belong to the LORD our God. Not everything that is true of God has been revealed. The things that have been revealed enable God’s people to obey him (that we may do); that there are still secret things means they must trust and be humble before him, and never imagine they know all the answers.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 30:1–2 This verse anticipates that the exiles (29:28) will return to God, or repent. all your heart . . . soul. Compare 30:6, 10. See 6:5 and note.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 30:6 the LORD . . . will circumcise your heart. See note on 10:16. so that you will love. God’s changing of the heart makes obedience possible (6:5).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 30:9 The blessings promised in 28:1–14 will now happen.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 30:11–14 not too hard. When the heart is circumcised (see note on v. 6), keeping the law is possible. the word . . . is in your mouth and in your heart. This is the result of the changed heart that enables obedience.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 30:15 I have set before you. See also v. 19. Moses ends his sermon by seeking a commitment from Israel to obey God’s commands.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 30:19–20 To choose life is to choose God himself. It is to trust in God’s grace and the changes he makes in a person’s heart. holding fast. See 4:4 and note on 4:3–4.




FACT


Walk this way! The Bible often describes godly living as “walking” with the Lord (30:16; Ps. 23:4; Eph. 4:1).





DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 31:1–34:12 Succession of Leadership. In these final chapters, leadership passes from Moses to Joshua and the covenant is written down.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 31:2 No longer able to go out and come in refers to Moses’ old age. You shall not go over this Jordan. Moses’ exclusion from the Promised Land was due to his sin (4:21–22; 32:51–52).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 31:4 Sihon and Og. See 2:24–3:11.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 31:6 Be strong and courageous. This command to all Israel is also made directly to Joshua (vv. 7, 23; Josh. 1:6, 7, 9). Do not fear. See Deut. 1:28. He will not leave you or forsake you. Compare 1 Chron. 28:20.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 31:7–8 Moses commissions Joshua. God repeats this charge in v. 23.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 31:9 wrote this law. See Ex. 24:4; 34:27; Num. 33:2. The writing and preservation of Deuteronomy 1–30 by Moses indicates that God’s law remains valid for future generations.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 31:10–11 end of every seven years, at the set time in the year of release. See 15:1. Feast of Booths. See 16:13–15. This passage gives one of the clearest examples of how people were taught the law. The priests had responsibility to read this law aloud to the people at the great fall festival. at the place. See 12:5.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 31:12 men, women, and little ones, and the sojourner. According to 16:16, only the men were required to attend the feast each ordinary year. However in the seventh year, when the law was read, everyone was required to attend.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 31:14–15 tent of meeting. See Ex. 33:7–11 and Num. 1:1. I may commission him. See Deut. 31:23. pillar of cloud. See Ex. 33:9.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 31:16–18 whore. The OT often uses the language of prostitution and adultery to describe idolatry (e.g., Ezekiel 16).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 31:23 Be strong and courageous. See v. 6. I will be with you. God made the same promise to Moses in Ex. 3:12.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 31:24 the words of this law in a book. See v. 9 and note.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 31:26–27 Book of the Law. That is, chs. 1–30. See 31:9 and note. by the side of the ark of the covenant. The tablets of the Ten Commandments were placed inside the ark. The Book of the Law was to be alongside the ark in the Most Holy Place of the tabernacle.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 31:28 The three witnesses of Israel’s faithlessness are the song (v. 19), the Book of the Law (v. 26), and heaven and earth.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 31:29 the work of your hands. That is, the making of idols.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 31:30–32:47 In addition to the writing of the law and its recital every seven years (31:9–13), the Song of Moses (31:30–32:47) will be a witness against Israel if they fail to keep the law.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 32:4 On God as the Rock, see vv. 15, 18, 30–31; also Ps. 18:2.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 32:5 no longer his children. See note on 14:1–2. Compare Hos. 1:9. crooked and twisted generation. See Phil. 2:15.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 32:6 your father. See v. 5. The notion of God as father of his people is rare in the OT. Compare note on 14:1–2.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 32:7 Remember. See note on 8:2–3.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 32:8–9 gave to the nations their inheritance. For example, Edom, Moab, and Ammon in 2:1–23, as well as Israel throughout the book. the LORD’s portion. A term of special affection. See note on 4:20.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 32:14 Bashan was a particularly fertile area, where Og had been king (3:1–11).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 32:15–17 Jeshurun means “the upright one.” It was a poetic name for Israel (see Isa. 44:2) but is used sarcastically here. jealousy with strange gods. See Deut. 4:24 and note on 4:23–24. Throughout Deuteronomy, idolatry is seen as the most serious sin and the greatest threat to the nation (see also 32:21). God, the Rock, has redeemed Israel; idols or false gods have no real existence (v. 17).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 32:20 hide my face. Often, God’s punishment of sin is his withdrawal from the sinner (v. 18).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 32:22 depths of Sheol. The place of the dead.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 32:27 God will not punish his people forever, lest their adversaries should misunderstand, and think that he is unable to save his people. Compare 9:28.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 32:28–29 If they were wise, they would understand. Israel would fall far short of the ideal of demonstrating a godly wisdom that is admired by other nations (as described in 4:6–8).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 32:30–31 Israel’s Rock is God. The rock of the enemies refers to the so-called gods of other nations, who are nothing. Hence the enemies are by themselves.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 32:35–36 Vengeance is mine, and recompense. God will judge the wicked. For the LORD will vindicate his people. Beyond defeat and exile, God will restore his people (30:1–3).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 32:39 I, even I, am he. The repetition of “I” emphasizes God’s sovereignty (compare Ex. 3:14). no god beside me. See Deut. 4:35; 5:7; and note on 4:35–36.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 32:43 The song ends in triumph. In spite of Israel’s sin and exile, God will ultimately restore them.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 32:46–47 it is . . .  your very life. Compare “he is your life”; 30:19–20.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 32:48–33:29 Like a patriarch, Moses blesses Israel before his death.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 32:49–51 Abarim, Mount Nebo. See 34:1. Aaron your brother died in Mount Hor. See 10:6 and Num. 20:24–28. you broke faith with me. See Num. 20:11–13.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 33:1–29 There is no mention of Simeon in the list of tribes, perhaps because the tribe was going to be scattered (Gen. 49:7) and absorbed by Judah.




FACT


Genesis through Deuteronomy are the foundation of the Bible. They introduce the key promises that show God’s purposes in history and prepare for the coming of Jesus Christ.





DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 33:1 man of God. Moses was held in high esteem.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 33:2 Sinai was the mountain where God gave Israel the law. This is the only place in Deuteronomy where Mount Sinai is called by that name. Everywhere else, it is called “Horeb.” Seir is another name for Edom, where Sinai was situated (see Judg. 5:4–5). Mount Paran was in the same area (Deut. 1:1–2). holy ones. Angels or heavenly beings.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 33:5 The real king of Israel was God. Jeshurun. See v. 26 and 32:15. When the heads of the people were gathered refers to the covenant renewal in Moab, as recorded in Deuteronomy.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 33:6 Reuben was the eldest son of Jacob, and so is listed first (as in Gen. 49:3).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 33:8 Thummim, Urim. See note on 1 Sam. 14:41–42. Massah. See Ex. 17:7. The blessing of Levi (Deut. 33:8–11) acknowledges the tribe’s faithfulness during the golden calf incident (Ex. 32:26–29).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 33:10 The two main roles of the priestly tribe of Levi were to teach the law (31:11) and to oversee the offering of sacrifices.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 33:13 Joseph here includes the two tribes of Manasseh and Ephraim, the sons of Joseph (see v. 17).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 33:15–16 Compare the blessing by Jacob on Joseph in Gen. 49:26. who dwells in the bush. See Ex. 3:1–6.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 33:21 chose the best of the land for himself. See Num. 32:1–5, where Gad and Reuben request land across the Jordan that is ideal for cattle.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 33:22 Bashan. This blessing seems to predict Dan’s migration to the north (see Judges 18).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 33:23 the lake. Naphtali’s land bordered the Sea of Galilee.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 33:24 let him dip his foot in oil. Olive oil was a symbol of wealth.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 33:26 There is none like God. Compare 4:35. Jeshurun. See note on 32:15–17.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 34:1–12 Moses dies and is buried on Mount Nebo, overlooking the Promised Land.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 34:1–3 Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah. See 3:17, 27. Gilead. See 2:36. Dan. See 33:22 and note. western sea. The Mediterranean. the Negeb. The arid land across southern Canaan (see 1:7).

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 34:4 the land of which I swore. See 1:7–8. Deuteronomy begins and ends with the theme of the land promised by God. I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not go over there. See Num. 27:12–14.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 34:6–7 he buried him. Moses is buried by God himself outside Canaan. Beth-peor. See “Baal of Peor” (Num. 25:1–5). vigor unabated. Compare Deut. 31:2.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 34:9 On the commissioning of Joshua, see 31:7–8, 14, 23. wisdom. See 1:13.

DEUTERONOMY—NOTE ON 34:10 there has not arisen a prophet since. See 18:15–19 for the expectation that God will raise up a prophet like Moses (that is, Jesus; see John 1:21; Acts 3:22–24). face to face. See Ex. 33:11.
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Author and Date

While this book mentions Joshua writing (8:32; 24:26), it does not claim he wrote the book. The repeated references to something existing “to this day” (see 4:9; 5:9; 6:25; etc.) seem to suggest that there was a significant lapse of time between the events recorded in the book and the time when the writing of the book was completed. The final writing may have taken place in the time of the exile (post-587 B.C.), but the writing probably began much earlier.

Theme

Joshua records part two of God’s grandest work of redemption in the OT period. In part one (the Pentateuch), the Lord redeemed his people out of slavery in Egypt and formalized his covenantal love for them at Sinai. Moses led the people during that time. Now in part two, under the leadership of Joshua, the Lord brings his people into the Land of Promise and gives them rest.

Purpose and Background

The book of Joshua seeks to explain God’s purpose in the events surrounding Israel’s capture of and settlement in Canaan. Those events are seen as the fulfillment of God’s promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Such an account would have been relevant to ancient Israel from its earliest arrival in Canaan, and to every generation of God’s people to the present day.

Joshua comes immediately after the Pentateuch and in many ways completes its story. The theme of the first five books of the Bible is the progressive fulfillment of the “patriarchal promise,” made first to Abraham (Gen. 12:1–3) and repeated to his son Isaac (Gen. 26:2–4) and his grandson Jacob (Gen. 28:13–15; etc.). The Lord promised Abraham and his descendants that they would be blessed and would become a blessing to others, that they would grow to become a great nation, and that they would be given a land of their own—and that these blessings would be enjoyed within a close covenant relationship with God.

By the end of the Pentateuch, Israel has been brought into a covenant relationship with the Lord and has become a great people. But they remain outside the Land of Promise, on the plains of Moab. Forty years before, the Lord had chosen Moses to lead his people out of slavery in Egypt and to bring them to the land he had promised (Ex. 3:6–8; 6:2–8). Now, after so many years of wandering, Joshua, the “new Moses” (Josh. 1:1–9), is to lead God’s people into the land, take it, and divide it among them as their inheritance from the Lord.

Key Themes


	The Lord’s continuing presence as the key to strength and courage (e.g., 1:5, 9).

	The importance of the Lord’s instructions for succeeding in one’s mission and acting with wisdom (1:7–8).

	The ability of the Lord to save the “outsider” (Rahab), and the danger of the “insider” falling away (Achan; see chs. 2 and 7).

	The Lord as divine Warrior and the reality of judgment (e.g., 10:42; 11:19–20).

	The danger of failing to ask the Lord (e.g., 9:14).

	The Lord as Protector of the covenant (e.g., 10:1–15, especially v. 11).

	The unity of the people of God (18:1–10; 22:34).

	The sovereignty of God in giving his people a place and rest (1:13; 11:23; 21:43–45).

	The faithfulness of God in fulfilling all his good promises (1:2; 21:43–45).

	The necessity of removing false gods and worshiping God alone (ch. 24).



Outline

	Crossing into the Land (1:1–5:15)

	Taking the Land (6:1–12:24)

	Dividing the Land (13:1–21:45)

	Serving the Lord in the Land (22:1–24:33)



The Setting of Joshua

c. 1406 B.C.

The book of Joshua recounts Israel’s conquest of the land of Canaan under Joshua’s command. The book opens with Joshua being commissioned by the Lord as the leader of the Israelites. It tells of his victories over the Canaanite kings and how he allotted the land of Canaan among the tribes of Israel. The book ends with Joshua encouraging the people to remain faithful to the Lord.
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The Global Message of Joshua

The Beginnings of a New Era

With the book of Joshua, one era of redemptive history comes to an end and a new one begins. Moses, leader of first-generation Israel and mediator of the Sinai covenant, has died (Josh. 1:1; see Deut. 34:1–12). The Lord appoints Joshua to take Moses’ place and lead second-generation Israel into the Promised Land (Josh. 1:1–16). The original purpose of the book of Joshua was to document for Israel how the Lord fulfilled his promise to Abraham, to bring his descendants into the Promised Land (1:6; 21:43–45; see Gen. 12:1–7; 13:14–15; 15:7–21). 

The Return of the Creator-King

In the Lord’s conquest of Canaan through his people Israel, the Creator-King has returned to reclaim a portion of a world that is rightfully his but that has been usurped by Satan (see “The Global Message of Genesis”). Israel’s settlement in the land begins a significant new stage in the history of redemption. 

The book of Joshua can be seen as a pattern and a platform. First, by settling his people in a place under his protection to take pleasure in his presence, God recreates Eden. This pattern is repeated throughout the Bible, giving ever-increasing clarity as to how the ultimate new creation will look when all is accomplished, when creation is liberated from its bondage to sin and renewed in Christ. Second, however, the land functions as a platform. The Lord establishes his holy dominion in the land, to use it as a base of operations from which he will advance his original intentions for creation, including the promise to bless all the nations of the world (see Gen. 12:3).

The Righteous Judge of All the Earth

With its documentation of a divinely sanctioned holy war, the book of Joshua tends to make Christians uncomfortable. Yet the church must understand, first, that the conquest under Joshua is a unique event within redemptive history and provides no basis for the church—or any other faith community—to take up similar military campaigns. Second, the Canaanites were not innocent people. We learn, for example, that one of the main reasons for their destruction was that they burned their own children in sacrifices to their gods (Lev. 18:21; Deut. 12:31; 18:9–12). In light of their brutal practices, and because no international organization was available to intervene, the righteous Judge of all the earth invaded history and rendered judgment (see Gen. 15:16). Third, on the last day of history the world’s rightful King will return to lead his heavenly armies into the ultimate holy war (Rev. 19:11–21), the pattern for which we see in the book of Joshua.

Universal Themes in Joshua

The Lord as covenant-keeper. The book of Joshua presents the Lord as a covenant-keeping God. The Lord made a promise more than four hundred years earlier to Abraham, to give his descendants the Promised Land and to bless all nations through them. Joshua shows how the Lord brought the twelve tribes of Israel into possession of the land, fulfilling his promise (Gen. 15:13; Ex. 12:40; Josh. 21:43–45).

The true people of God. Joshua chapters 2–7 tells the stories of two vastly different characters and invites the reader to contemplate the significance of their unexpected role reversal. The first character is Rahab, an inhabitant of Jericho, a Canaanite city bound for destruction (Josh. 2:1–3). Rahab is a pagan. She is also female, the unprivileged gender of her patriarchal world, as well as a prostitute, the lowest and most dishonorable of professions (2:1). Rahab is a person of no importance, and one would expect her to be swept away with the rest of her city. The second character, Achan, is quite different. He is an Israelite, from the favored tribe of Judah, and is of a noble clan and a wealthy family (Josh. 7:18, 24). Achan is male, the privileged gender of his patriarchal world, and he is a select warrior, chosen as one of only three thousand soldiers for a special military operation against the city of Ai (7:2–4). In summary, Achan is an honored Israelite, bound for a life of prosperity in the land “flowing with milk and honey.”

In a stunning reversal, however, Rahab becomes a full member of the people of God and Achan is executed as if he were a pagan Canaanite (Josh. 6:25; 7:11–12, 15, 24–26). Why did such a role reversal occur? The answer revolves around faith. Rahab, by faith, hid the Israelite spies out of reverent fear of the God of Israel (2:8–13; see Heb. 11:31). Achan’s unbelief, however, became clear to all when he coveted and stole treasures devoted to the Lord, breaking two of the Ten Commandments (Josh. 7:21; see Deut. 5:19, 21). A Gentile becomes a full member of the people of God, while an Israelite forfeits this inheritance through unbelief. 

The New Testament is not the first instance of Gentile inclusion within the people of God on the basis of faith alone! Rahab’s faith functions as an example for how every person of the global community—both Jew and Gentile—must respond to the one true God as revealed in the gospel (Rom. 1:16–18).

The Global Message of Joshua for Today

The global problem of religious violence. A crucial theme of Joshua for global Christians today is that of the relationship between religion and violence. Religion and war have a long history of collaboration, and the past century has witnessed some of its most lethal results. Ideologically inspired assaults will come to mind for people in all parts of the world. European Jews will recall how the racist doctrines of Nazism fueled a “holy war” against them. In Sudan and Nigeria, atrocities committed by an Islamic north against a Christian south come to mind. U.S. citizens will immediately think of “9/11” and Al Qaeda’s attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon. In India, militant Hindu fundamentalism in recent times has stirred up its adherents to hostility against Muslims and Christians, who are viewed as unwelcome propagators of foreign religions. And the Christian church is not innocent in this matter. The bloody medieval crusades against Muslims occupying the Holy Land were church-sanctioned holy wars. They remain a blight upon the church’s history.

The way of the cross versus the way of the crusade. The book of Joshua tells of God using his people on a single mission as his agents in judgment on corrupt societies in the Promised Land. It offers no encouragement whatsoever for any modern community to take up arms against another in the name of its ideology. Rather it instructs us concerning God’s faithfulness to keep his promises and to destroy evil from the face of the earth. Meanwhile, we remember that Jesus took the way of a cross, not a crusade, and calls his disciples to do likewise (Matt. 16:24). The gospel is spread not by causing others to suffer, but by our glad suffering.

	


  God Commissions Joshua

   JOSHUA 1 [†]After the death of Moses the  a servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’  b assistant, 2[†]“Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am giving to them, to the people of Israel. 3[†] c Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given to you, just as I promised to Moses. 4[†] d From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites to the Great Sea toward the going down of the sun shall be your territory. 5[†] e No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just  f as I was with Moses, so  g I will be with you.  h I will not leave you or forsake you. 6 i Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause this people to inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to give them. 7Only be strong and  j very courageous, being careful to do according to all the law  k that Moses my servant commanded you.  l Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have good success [1] wherever you go. 8This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but  m you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 9Have I not commanded you?  n Be strong and courageous.  o Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”

  Joshua Assumes Command

   10And Joshua commanded the  p officers of the people, 11“Pass through the midst of the camp and command the people, ‘Prepare your provisions, for  q within three days  r you are to pass over this Jordan to go in to take possession of the land that the LORD your God is giving you to possess.’”

   12[†]And to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh Joshua said, 13[†]“Remember the word that  s Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, saying, ‘The LORD your God is providing you a place of rest and will give you this land.’ 14[†]Your wives, your little ones, and your livestock shall remain in the land that Moses gave you beyond the Jordan, but all the men of valor among you shall pass over armed before your brothers and shall help them, 15 t until the LORD gives rest to your brothers as he has to you, and they also take possession of the land that the LORD your God is giving them.  u Then you shall return to the land of your possession and shall possess it, the land that Moses the servant of the LORD gave you beyond the Jordan toward the sunrise.”

   16And they answered Joshua, “All that you have commanded us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go. 17Just as we obeyed Moses in all things, so we will obey you. Only may the LORD your God  v be with you, as he was with Moses! 18Whoever rebels against your commandment and disobeys your words, whatever you command him, shall be put to death.  w Only be strong and courageous.”

  Rahab Hides the Spies

   JOSHUA 2 [†]And Joshua the son of Nun  x sent [1] two men secretly from Shittim as spies, saying, “Go, view the land, especially Jericho.” And they went and came into the house of  y a prostitute whose name was  z Rahab and lodged there. 2[†]And it was told to the king of Jericho, “Behold, men of Israel have come here tonight to search out the land.” 3Then the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, “Bring out the men who have come to you, who entered your house, for they have come to search out all the land.” 4[†]But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. And she said, “True, the men came to me, but I did not know where they were from. 5And when the gate was about to be closed at dark, the men went out. I do not know where the men went. Pursue them quickly, for you will overtake them.” 6[†]But she had brought them up to the roof and hid them with the stalks of flax that she had laid in order on the roof. 7[†]So the men pursued after them on the way to the Jordan  a as far as the fords. And the gate was shut as soon as the pursuers had gone out.

   8Before the men [2] lay down, she came up to them on the roof 9[†]and said to the men, “I know that the LORD has given you the land,  b and that the fear of you has fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land  c melt away before you. 10[†]For we have heard how the LORD  d dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, and  e what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to  f Sihon and Og, whom you devoted to destruction. [3] 11[†]And  g as soon as we heard it,  h our hearts melted, and there was no spirit left in any man because of you, for  i the LORD your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth beneath. 12[†]Now then, please swear to me by the LORD that, as I have dealt kindly with you, you also will deal kindly with my father’s house, and  j give me a sure sign 13that you will save alive my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them, and deliver our lives from death.” 14And the men said to her, “Our life for yours even to death! If you do not tell this business of ours, then when the LORD gives us the land  k we will deal kindly and faithfully with you.”

   15Then she  l let them down by a rope through the window, for her house was built into the city wall, so that she lived in the wall. 16And she said [4] to them, “Go into the hills, or the pursuers will encounter you, and hide there three days until the pursuers have returned. Then afterward you may go your way.” 17The men said to her, “We will be guiltless with respect to this oath of yours that you have made us swear. 18 m Behold, when we come into the land, you shall tie this scarlet cord in the window through which you let us down,  n and you shall gather into your house your father and mother, your brothers, and all your father’s household. 19Then if anyone goes out of the doors of your house into the street,  o his blood shall be on his own head, and we shall be guiltless. But if a hand is laid on anyone who is with you in the house, his blood shall be on our head. 20But if you  p tell this business of ours, then we shall be guiltless with respect to your oath that you have made us swear.” 21And she said, “According to your words, so be it.” Then she sent them away, and they departed. And she tied the scarlet cord in the window.

   22They departed and went into the hills and remained there three days until the pursuers returned, and the pursuers searched all along the way and found nothing. 23Then the two men returned. They came down from the hills and  q passed over and came to Joshua the son of Nun, and they told him all that had happened to them. 24[†]And they said to Joshua, “Truly  r the LORD has given all the land into our hands. And also, all the inhabitants of the land  s melt away because of us.”

  Israel Crosses the Jordan

   JOSHUA 3 [†]Then Joshua rose early in the morning and they set out  t from Shittim. And they came to the Jordan, he and all the people of Israel, and lodged there before they passed over. 2 u At the end of three days the officers went through the camp 3[†]and commanded the people, “As soon as you see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God being carried by  v the Levitical priests, then you shall set out from your place and follow it. 4[†] w Yet there shall be a distance between you and it, about 2,000 cubits [1] in length. Do not come near it, in order that you may know the way you shall go, for you have not passed this way before.” 5[†]Then Joshua said to the people,  x “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among you.” 6And Joshua said to the priests,  y “Take up the ark of the covenant and pass on before the people.” So they took up the ark of the covenant and went before the people.

   7[†]The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to  z exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that,  a as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. 8And as for you, command  b the priests who bear the ark of the covenant, ‘When you come to the brink of the waters of the Jordan,  c you shall stand still in the Jordan.’” 9And Joshua said to the people of Israel, “Come here and listen to the words of the LORD your God.” 10[†]And Joshua said, “Here is how you shall know that  d the living God is among you and that he will without fail  e drive out from before you the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Hivites, the Perizzites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, and the Jebusites. 11Behold, the ark of the covenant of  f the Lord of all the earth [2]  g is passing over before you into the Jordan. 12Now therefore  h take twelve men from the tribes of Israel,  i from each tribe a man. 13And  j when the soles of the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the LORD,  f the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off from flowing, and the waters coming down from above shall  k stand in one heap.”

   14So when the people set out from their tents to pass over the Jordan with the priests bearing  l the ark of the covenant before the people, 15[†]and as soon as those bearing the ark had come as far as the Jordan, and  m the feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the brink of the water (now  n the Jordan overflows all its banks  o throughout the time of harvest), 16[†]the waters coming down from above stood and rose up in a heap very far away, at Adam, the city that is beside  p Zarethan, and those flowing down toward the Sea of  q the Arabah,  r the Salt Sea, were completely cut off. And the people passed over opposite Jericho. 17[†]Now the priests bearing the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firmly on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan,  s and all Israel was passing over on dry ground until all the nation finished passing over the Jordan.

  Twelve Memorial Stones from the Jordan

   JOSHUA 4 When all the nation had finished passing  t over the Jordan, the LORD said to Joshua, 2[†] u “Take twelve men from the people, from each tribe a man, 3and command them, saying, ‘Take  v twelve stones from here out of the midst of the Jordan, from the very place  w where the priests’ feet stood firmly, and bring them over with you and lay them down in  x the place where you lodge tonight.’” 4Then Joshua called the twelve men from the people of Israel, whom he had appointed, a man from each tribe. 5And Joshua said to them, “Pass on before the ark of the LORD your God into the midst of the Jordan, and take up each of you a stone upon his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the people of Israel, 6that this may be a sign among you.  y When your children ask in time to come, ‘What do those stones mean to you?’ 7then you shall tell them that  z the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD. When it passed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. So these stones shall be to the people of Israel  a a memorial forever.”

   8And the people of Israel did just as Joshua commanded and took up twelve stones out of the midst of the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the people of Israel, just as the LORD told Joshua. And they carried them over with them to the place where they lodged and laid them down [1] there. 9[†]And Joshua set up [2] twelve stones in the midst of the Jordan,  b in the place where the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the covenant had stood; and they are there to this day. 10For the priests bearing the ark stood in the midst of the Jordan until everything was finished that the LORD commanded Joshua to tell the people, according to all that Moses had commanded Joshua.

  The people passed over in haste. 11And when all the people had finished passing over, the ark of the LORD and the priests passed over before the people. 12The sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh  c passed over armed before the people of Israel, as Moses had told them. 13[†]About 40,000 ready for war passed over before the LORD for battle, to the plains of Jericho. 14[†]On that day the LORD  d exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel, and they stood in awe of him just as they had stood in awe of Moses, all the days of his life.

   15And the LORD said to Joshua, 16“Command the priests bearing  e the ark of the testimony to come up out of the Jordan.” 17So Joshua commanded the priests, “Come up out of the Jordan.” 18And when the priests bearing the ark of the covenant of the LORD came up from the midst of the Jordan, and the soles of the priests’ feet were lifted up on dry ground, the waters of the Jordan returned to their place and overflowed all its banks,  f as before.

   19The people came up out of the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and they encamped at  g Gilgal on the east border of Jericho. 20[†]And  h those twelve stones, which they took out of the Jordan, Joshua set up at Gilgal. 21[†]And he said to the people of Israel,  i “When your children ask their fathers in times to come, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 22then you shall let your children know,  j ‘Israel passed over this Jordan on dry ground.’ 23For the LORD your God dried up the waters of the Jordan for you until you passed over, as the LORD your God did to the Red Sea,  k which he dried up for us until we passed over, 24 l so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand of the LORD is  m mighty, that you may  n fear the LORD your God forever.” [3]

  The New Generation Circumcised

   JOSHUA 5 [†]As soon as all the kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan to the west, and all the kings of the Canaanites  o who were by the sea,  p heard that the LORD had dried up the waters of the Jordan for the people of Israel until they had crossed over, their hearts  q melted and  r there was no longer any spirit in them because of the people of Israel.

   2[†]At that time the LORD said to Joshua, “Make  s flint knives and circumcise the sons of Israel a second time.” 3So Joshua made flint knives and circumcised the sons of Israel at Gibeath-haaraloth. [1] 4And this is the reason why Joshua circumcised them:  t all the males of the people who came out of Egypt, all the men of war, had died in the wilderness on the way after they had come out of Egypt. 5Though all the people who came out had been circumcised, yet all the people who were born on the way in the wilderness after they had come out of Egypt had not been circumcised. 6[†]For the people of Israel walked  u forty years in the wilderness, until all the nation, the men of war who came out of Egypt, perished, because they did not obey the voice of the LORD; the LORD  v swore to them that he would not let them see the land that the LORD had sworn to their fathers to give to us,  w a land flowing with milk and honey. 7So it was  x their children, whom he raised up in their place, that Joshua circumcised. For they were uncircumcised, because they had not been circumcised on the way.

   8When the circumcising of the whole nation was finished, they remained in their places in the camp until they were healed. 9[†]And the LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the  y reproach of Egypt from you.” And so the name of that place is called  z Gilgal [2] to this day.

  First Passover in Canaan

   10[†]While the people of Israel were encamped at Gilgal, they kept the Passover  a on the fourteenth day of the month in the evening on the plains of Jericho. 11And the day after the Passover, on that very day, they ate of the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. 12[†]And  b the manna ceased the day after they ate of the produce of the land. And there was no longer manna for the people of Israel, but they ate of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year.

  The Commander of the LORD’s Army

   13[†]When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold,  c a man was standing before him  d with his drawn sword in his hand. And Joshua went to him and said to him, “Are you for us, or for our adversaries?” 14And he said, “No; but I am the commander of the army of the LORD. Now I have come.” And Joshua  e fell on his face to the earth and worshiped and said to him, “What does my lord say to his servant?” 15And the commander of the LORD’s army said to Joshua,  f “Take off your sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.

  The Fall of Jericho

   JOSHUA 6 [†]Now Jericho was shut up inside and outside because of the people of Israel. None went out, and none came in. 2And the LORD said to Joshua, “See,  g I have given Jericho into your hand, with its king and mighty men of valor. 3You shall march around the city, all the men of war going around the city once. Thus shall you do for six days. 4[†]Seven priests shall bear seven  h trumpets of  i rams’ horns before the ark. On the seventh day you shall march around the city seven times, and  j the priests shall blow the trumpets. 5[†]And when they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, when you hear the sound of the trumpet, then all the people shall shout with a great shout, and the wall of the city will fall down flat, [1] and the people shall go up, everyone straight before him.” 6So Joshua the son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the covenant and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the LORD.” 7And he said to the people, “Go forward. March around the city and let  k the armed men pass on before the ark of the LORD.”

   8And just as Joshua had commanded the people, the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the LORD went forward, blowing the trumpets, with the ark of the covenant of the LORD following them. 9The armed men were walking before the priests who were blowing the trumpets, and the  l rear guard was walking after the ark, while the trumpets blew continually. 10But Joshua commanded the people, “You shall not shout or make your voice heard, neither shall any word go out of your mouth, until the day I tell you to shout. Then you shall shout.” 11So he caused the ark of the LORD to circle the city, going about it once. And they came into the camp and spent the night in the camp.

   12Then Joshua rose early in the morning, and  m the priests took up the ark of the LORD. 13And the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the LORD walked on, and they blew the trumpets continually. And the armed men were walking before them, and the rear guard was walking after the ark of the LORD, while the trumpets blew continually. 14And the second day they marched around the city once, and returned into the camp. So they did for six days.

   15On the seventh day they rose early, at the dawn of day, and marched around the city in the same manner seven times. It was only on that day that they marched around the city seven times. 16And at the seventh time, when the priests had blown the trumpets, Joshua said to the people, “Shout, for the LORD has given you the city. 17[†]And the city and all that is within it shall be  n devoted to the LORD for destruction. [2] Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her in her house shall live, because she  o hid the messengers whom we sent. 18But you, keep yourselves from the things devoted to destruction, lest when you have devoted them you take any of the devoted things and make the camp of Israel  p a thing for destruction and  q bring trouble upon it. 19But all silver and gold, and every vessel of bronze and iron, are holy to the LORD; they shall go into the treasury of the LORD.” 20[†]So the people shouted, and the trumpets were blown. As soon as the people heard the sound of the trumpet, the people shouted a great shout, and  r the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they captured the city. 21[†]Then they  s devoted all in the city to destruction, both men and women, young and old, oxen, sheep, and donkeys, with the edge of the sword.

   22But to the two men who had spied out the land, Joshua said, “Go into the prostitute’s house and bring out from there the woman and all who belong to her,  t as you swore to her.” 23[†]So the young men who had been spies went in and brought out Rahab and  u her father and mother and brothers and all who belonged to her. And they brought all her relatives and put them outside the camp of Israel. 24And they burned the city with fire, and everything in it.  v Only the silver and gold, and the vessels of bronze and of iron, they put into the treasury of the house of the LORD. 25But Rahab the prostitute and her father’s household and all who belonged to her, Joshua saved alive. And  w she has lived in Israel to this day, because she hid the messengers whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.

   26[†]Joshua laid an oath on them at that time, saying,  x “Cursed before the LORD be the man who rises up and rebuilds this city, Jericho.

   “At the cost of his firstborn shall he

  lay its foundation,

  and at the cost of his youngest son

  shall he set up its gates.”

   27 y So the LORD was with Joshua, and  z his fame was in all the land.

  Israel Defeated at Ai

   JOSHUA 7 [†]But the people of Israel broke faith in regard to the devoted things, for  a 
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Footnotes

Footnote from Joshua 1:7 (Back)

[1] 1:7 Or may act wisely

Footnote from Joshua 2:1 (Back)

[1] 2:1 Or had sent

Footnote from Joshua 2:8 (Back)

[2] 2:8 Hebrew they

Footnote from Joshua 2:10 (Back)

[3] 2:10 That is, set apart (devoted) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction)

Footnote from Joshua 2:16 (Back)

[4] 2:16 Or had said

Footnote from Joshua 3:4 (Back)

[1] 3:4 A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

Footnote from Joshua 3:11 (Back)

[2] 3:11 Hebrew the ark of the covenant, the Lord of all the earth

Footnote from Joshua 4:8 (Back)

[1] 4:8 Or to rest

Footnote from Joshua 4:9 (Back)

[2] 4:9 Or Joshua had set up

Footnote from Joshua 4:24 (Back)

[3] 4:24 Or all the days

Footnote from Joshua 5:3 (Back)

[1] 5:3 Gibeath-haaraloth means the hill of the foreskins

Footnote from Joshua 5:9 (Back)

[2] 5:9 Gilgal sounds like the Hebrew for to roll

Footnote from Joshua 6:5 (Back)

[1] 6:5 Hebrew under itself; also verse 20

Footnote from Joshua 6:17 (Back)

[2] 6:17 That is, set apart (devoted) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction); also verses 18, 21

Footnote from Joshua 7:12 (Back)

[1] 7:12 That is, set apart (devoted) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction)

Footnote from Joshua 7:19 (Back)

[2] 7:19 Or and make confession

Footnote from Joshua 7:21 (Back)

[3] 7:21 A shekel was about 2/5 ounce or 11 grams

Footnote from Joshua 7:26 (Back)

[4] 7:26 Achor means trouble

Footnote from Joshua 8:14 (Back)

[1] 8:14 Hebrew appointed time

Footnote from Joshua 8:26 (Back)

[2] 8:26 That is, set apart (devoted) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction)

Footnote from Joshua 8:35 (Back)

[3] 8:35 Or traveled

Footnote from Joshua 10:1 (Back)

[1] 10:1 That is, set apart (devoted) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction); also verses 28, 35, 37, 39, 40

Footnote from Joshua 10:2 (Back)

[2] 10:2 One Hebrew manuscript, Vulgate (compare Syriac); most Hebrew manuscripts they

Footnote from Joshua 10:10 (Back)

[3] 10:10 Or and he

Footnote from Joshua 11:11 (Back)

[1] 11:11 That is, setting apart (devoting) as an offering to the Lord (for destruction); also verses 12, 20, 21

Footnote from Joshua 12:4 (Back)

[1] 12:4 Septuagint; Hebrew the boundary of Og

Footnote from Joshua 12:23 (Back)

[2] 12:23 Septuagint; Hebrew Gilgal

Footnote from Joshua 13:8 (Back)

[1] 13:8 Hebrew With it

Footnote from Joshua 13:26 (Back)

[2] 13:26 Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate; Hebrew Lidebir

Footnote from Joshua 14:15 (Back)

[1] 14:15 Kiriath-arba means the city of Arba

Footnote from Joshua 14:15 (Back)

[2] 14:15 Hebrew He

Footnote from Joshua 17:11 (Back)

[1] 17:11 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

Footnote from Joshua 18:15 (Back)

[1] 18:15 See 15:9; Hebrew westward

Footnote from Joshua 18:18 (Back)

[2] 18:18 Septuagint; Hebrew to the shoulder over against the Arabah

Footnote from Joshua 18:28 (Back)

[3] 18:28 Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate; Hebrew the Jebusite

Footnote from Joshua 18:28 (Back)

[4] 18:28 Hebrew Gibeath

Footnote from Joshua 18:28 (Back)

[5] 18:28 Septuagint; Hebrew Kiriath

Footnote from Joshua 19:29 (Back)

[1] 19:29 Compare Septuagint; Hebrew Mehebel

Footnote from Joshua 23:14 (Back)

[1] 23:14 Or words; also twice in verse 15

Footnote from Joshua 24:2 (Back)

[1] 24:2 Hebrew the River

Footnote from Joshua 24:32 (Back)

[2] 24:32 Hebrew for a hundred qesitah; a unit of money of unknown value
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Study Notes for Joshua

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 1:1–5:15 Crossing into the Land. Leadership of Israel passes from Moses to Joshua, who has been chosen (see Deut. 31:1–8) to lead the people to their inheritance in Canaan, the Land of Promise.




FACT


The Historical Books. Joshua begins the section of the Bible known as the Historical Books. There are 12 Historical Books: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1–2 Samuel, 1–2 Kings, 1–2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther.





JOSHUA—NOTE ON 1:1 After the death of Moses links the book of Joshua to the preceding “five books of Moses” (the Pentateuch), the last of which ends with Moses’ death (Deuteronomy 34). Similarly, the book of Joshua will end and the book of Judges will begin with references to Joshua’s death (Josh. 24:29; Judg. 1:1; 2:8). These notices link the books together and show that the Lord continues to deal with his people Israel through key leaders. That Joshua, the son of Nun, was an Ephraimite is clear from Num. 13:8, but little else is known of his father, Nun. Joshua himself is mentioned some 30 times in the Pentateuch, three times under his original name Hoshea (“salvation”) and the remainder as Joshua (“Yahweh saves”), the name Moses gave him (Num. 13:16). His first appearance is as a military commander, fighting the Amalekites shortly after Israel’s exodus from Egypt (Ex. 17:8–13). As Moses’ assistant, Joshua accompanied him at least partway up Mount Sinai (Ex. 24:13; 32:17). He also assisted Moses at the tent of meeting, where the Lord would “speak to Moses face to face” (Ex. 33:11). Joshua was among the 12 men sent to explore the land of Canaan (Num. 13:8). He joined Caleb in encouraging the people to trust God for victory (Num. 14:6–9). Because of this act of faith, he and Caleb were the only ones from their generation allowed to enter the Promised Land. Near the time of Moses’ death, when Moses requested that a new leader be appointed, the Lord instructed him to choose Joshua (Num. 27:18–19). Joshua was to lead Israel into the Promised Land (Deut. 1:38; 3:28; 31:23) and divide it among the tribes (Num. 34:17).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 1:2 the land that I am giving to them. The promise first given to Abraham (Gen. 12:1–3) included three key elements: family (Abraham’s descendants would become a great nation); blessing (Abraham’s descendants would enjoy the blessings of covenant relationship with the Lord and would in turn be a blessing to the nations); and land (Gen. 12:1, 5–7; 15:18). The dominant theme of the book of Joshua is the Lord’s faithfulness in fulfilling all his “good promises” (Josh. 21:45), especially the promise of land (1:6; 21:43).




Joshua 1:1–9 as a “Table of Contents” for the Rest of the Book


	“Table of Contents” Item:	Corresponds To:

	“arise, go over this Jordan . . . into the land that I am giving . . . to the people of Israel” (1:2–5)	Israel conquers Canaan (1:10–12:24)

	“you shall cause this people to inherit the land” (1:6)	Israel’s inheritance distributed (chs. 13–21)

	“be strong and very courageous, being careful to do according to all the law . . .” (1:7–9)	Covenant renewal (chs. 22–24)







JOSHUA—NOTE ON 1:3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon. Even though the Lord is giving Israel the land, they still have to step out in faith and take it (see vv. 9, 18).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 1:4 This description recalls Num. 34:1–12, where the Lord provides Moses more detailed boundaries of the land Israel will have in Canaan (see also Gen. 10:19; 15:18; Num. 13:17–22; Deut. 1:7).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 1:5–9 Be strong and courageous (see Deut. 31:6–8, 23). Joshua will need strength and courage to accept his task (you shall cause this people to inherit the land); to obey the Torah (Book of the Law); and to resist being terrified (do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 1:12 For Moses’ instructions to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh, see Num. 32:6–28.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 1:13 Like the OT notion of shalom (“peace, well-being”), rest suggests freedom from threat, the enjoyment of one’s inheritance, security within the borders of the land, and a state of all-around well-being.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 1:14 Only the men were expected to participate in combat (see note on Jer. 50:37).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 2:1 Shittim was east of the Jordan River, though its exact location is unknown (see Num. 25:1–3). into the house of a prostitute. There is no suggestion of a sexual relationship between the spies and Rahab. Her house most likely was a kind of inn or way station and a logical place to gather information. Although a prostitute, Rahab was saved by God’s mercy. She is remembered as an ancestor of Christ (Matt. 1:5), and for her faith (Heb. 11:31) and good works (James 2:25).




FACT


Double walls. Like several other ancient cities, Jericho was most likely protected by a double wall. Poorer citizens of the city often built their homes between the inner and outer walls.





JOSHUA—NOTE ON 2:2 it was told to the king of Jericho. Canaan was made up of various city-states. Each had a central city surrounded by villages and farmland and its own “king.” Many of the cities were walled.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 2:4 I did not know. The author does not pass judgment on Rahab’s deceptive response (compare note on 1 Sam. 19:14).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 2:6 Flax is the plant from which linen is made. The flat rooftops of houses were convenient places for drying the stalks.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 2:7 The Jordan River was generally impassable except by swimming or wading at shallow areas (or fords). One of the few places where the Jordan could be crossed was near Jericho (on Jericho, see note on 6:1–2). The king’s men probably hoped to catch the fleeing spies there.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 2:9 I know that the LORD has given you the land. Rahab shows remarkable awareness of Israel’s history (see 1:2). The fact that she later “lived in Israel” (6:25) suggests that Rahab experienced a genuine spiritual conversion.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 2:10 In Genesis 15 the Lord promised Abraham that his descendants would inherit the land of Canaan after the wickedness of the Amorites was complete. The term “Amorite” describes the inhabitants of Canaan generally, and the inhabitants of the hill country specifically. Sihon and Og. See Numbers 21; Deuteronomy 3.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 2:11 as soon as we heard . . . our hearts melted. Compare Ex. 15:14–15. On Rahab’s apparent faith, see note on Josh. 2:9.




Rahab


Rahab was a Gentile prostitute who lived in Jericho. When Joshua sent two spies to gather information about the city, she hid the men from the king. She also deceived the men who came looking for the spies. She convinced them to leave the city in pursuit of the spies, who were actually hidden on her roof. She demonstrated a remarkable awareness of Israel’s history and of the Lord’s intention to give Israel the land of Canaan. In response to her kindness, Joshua spared Rahab and her household when Israel destroyed Jericho. Rahab was Boaz’s mother and is one of four women listed in the genealogy of Jesus. She is commended in the NT for her faith and for her good works. (Joshua 2:10–11)





JOSHUA—NOTE ON 2:12–14 we will deal kindly and faithfully with you. The spies’ response reflects the gracious character of Israel’s God. The distinction between Israel and Canaan was not based on race but on loyalty to the Lord. The general instruction to destroy the Canaanites (see Deut. 7:1–2; and note on Josh. 6:17–18) did not apply to people who came to genuine faith in Israel’s God.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 2:24 The spies’ report echoes what Rahab herself said (v. 9). The good report of the two spies contrasts starkly with the bad report of the 10 spies 40 years earlier (Num. 13:25–33).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 3:1–4:24 Chapters 3 and 4 form a unit, with the common theme of crossing the Jordan.




FACT


The Jordan River. In Hebrew, Jordan means “descending” or “downward.” From Galilee to the Dead Sea the river drops 600 feet (185 m) in 65 miles (105 km). The spring rains and snowmelt from Mount Hermon in the north flood the river, causing it to overflow its banks (3:15).





JOSHUA—NOTE ON 3:1 Shittim. See note on 2:1.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 3:3 On the construction of the ark of the covenant and its significance, see Ex. 25:10–22. It was normally kept in the Most Holy Place of the tabernacle (and later in the temple).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 3:4 Two thousand cubits is just over half a mile (0.8 km). From that distance, more people would have been able to see the ark and follow its path. The holiness of the ark may also have prompted this safe distance.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 3:5 Consecrate yourselves. Sanctifying, or “separating,” oneself included washing one’s clothes and temporarily refraining from sexual relations (see Ex. 19:10–15).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 3:7 Today I will begin to exalt you. The Lord acted through Joshua so that the people “stood in awe of him just as they had stood in awe of Moses” (4:14).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 3:10–11 These seven people groups are described in Deut. 7:1 as “seven nations more numerous and mightier than yourselves.” the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth. The literal Hebrew (see esv footnote) strongly connects the Lord to his ark (see Josh. 3:13) and highlights his presence with his people.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 3:15 The Jordan overflows all its banks—caused by spring rains and snowmelt from the Mount Hermon region and the Jordan’s headwaters—throughout the time of harvest, that is, the grain harvest of March–April. Normally the Jordan has a 3- to 10-foot (0.9- to 3.0-m) depth and 90- to 100-foot (27- to 31-m) width. It would have been much more difficult to cross with the added water.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 3:16 Apparently the water was stopped as far upriver as Adam, identified with modern Damiya, east of the Jordan and just south of where the Jordan and the Jabbok River join (about 18 miles [29 km] north of the fords of the Jordan). It is a place where mudslides have occasionally completely blocked the Jordan’s southward flow. the waters coming down from above stood and rose up in a heap. The waters could have been held back by mudslides, or through no visible natural means. Either way the event was miraculous, as it occurred just as the priests stepped into the water (v. 15).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 3:17 all Israel . . . the nation. In Egypt and in the wilderness, Israel was referred to as a “people.” Now that they have entered the Promised Land, they begin to be called a “nation.”

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 4:2 twelve men. Each of the 12 tribes is represented, showing the importance of the Jordan crossing for all Israel (see 3:12).




Historical Books Timeline


	1406 [or 1220] B.C.	Moses’ death; Israel’s entry into Canaan under Joshua

	1375 [or 1210]	Joshua’s death

	1375–1055 [or 1210–1050/42/30]	Period of the judges

	1050/42/30–1010	Saul’s reign

	1010–971	David’s reign

	971–931	Solomon’s reign

	931–722	Divided kingdom (Israel)—19 kings

	722	Destruction of Samaria (Israel’s capital) by Assyria; Israel’s resettlement

	931–586	Divided kingdom (Judah)—19 kings, 1 queen

	586	Destruction of Jerusalem and temple by Babylon; Judah exiled to Babylon

	586–538	Judah’s exile in Babylon

	561	Release of King Jehoiachin from prison in Babylon

	539	Cyrus II of Persia captures Babylon

	538	First return of Jews to Jerusalem under Jeshua and Zerubbabel

	516	Temple rebuilding completed

	478	Esther and Mordecai rise in the Persian court

	458	Ezra’s return to Jerusalem from Babylon

	445	Nehemiah’s return to Jerusalem from Babylon

	445–???	Walls of Jerusalem rebuilt

	433	Nehemiah’s visit to Babylon and return to Jerusalem







JOSHUA—NOTE ON 4:9 Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of the Jordan. It is unclear whether this is a separate group of stones from those set up in Gilgal (vv. 8, 20). The Hebrew text could suggest a second memorial, but the larger context suggests only one set of stones. to this day. The “day” in question is the day either of the author of Joshua or of the historical sources he used (compare 2 Chron. 5:9).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 4:13 plains of Jericho. The troops passed over a broad plain between Jericho and the Jordan River, some 5 miles (8 km) east of Jericho.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 4:14 exalted. See 3:7.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 4:20 The twelve stones that Joshua set up at Gilgal represent the first of seven stone memorials described in Joshua (see 7:26; 8:28–29; 8:32; 10:27; 22:34; 24:26–27).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 4:21–23 These stones will help teach future generations to respect and obey the all-powerful God.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 5:1–15 A new generation is circumcised to remind them of their privileged covenant relationship with God. The Passover celebration reminds them that God released them from slavery.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 5:1 There was no longer any spirit in them explains why Israel is able to exist unopposed in enemy territory long enough for the events of ch. 5 to take place.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 5:2 Make flint knives . . . circumcise . . . a second time. Circumcision was a reminder of God’s lasting covenant with Israel (Gen. 17:10–14). All males were circumcised when they were eight days old. Flint, or obsidian, was easily available and was particularly well suited for use in circumcisions.




FACT


Circumcision was widely practiced in the ancient Near East, though not by every people group. In Egypt, it was considered a rite of passage. For the people of Israel, however, it was a sign of the nation’s covenant with God. Flint or obsidian knives were generally used to perform circumcision.





JOSHUA—NOTE ON 5:6 Scripture frequently describes Canaan as a land flowing with milk and honey (see Ex. 13:5; Lev. 20:24; Num. 13:27; etc.).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 5:9 The reproach of Egypt may have been the insults the Egyptians would have made if the Lord had not brought Israel into the Promised Land (Ex. 32:12; Num. 14:13–16; Deut. 9:28). It could also represent the disobedient generation that has now died (see Josh. 5:4–6).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 5:10 For the background of the Passover, see Exodus 12; on the timing of the Passover, see Ex. 12:18; Lev. 23:5.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 5:12 manna ceased. See Ex. 16:35. They no longer need the food that God gave them in the desert. They now enjoy the fruit of the land of Canaan.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 5:13–14 a man was standing before him. Joshua seems to wonder if this man is an Israelite or an enemy solider. The commander of the army of the LORD answers “No,” that is, “Neither.” Joshua’s reaction to the man shows that Joshua believes this being possesses divine authority. The expression with his drawn sword in his hand appears in Num. 22:23, 31 and 1 Chron. 21:16, where it refers to the angel of the Lord. The “army of the LORD” is the force God commands when judging (Isa. 13:4) or protecting (1 Kings 22:19). Worshiped could be translated “bowed down.” Joshua possibly believed he was in God’s presence. In Ex. 23:20–33 God promises his angel to guide Israel to victory.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 6:1–12:24 Taking the Land. Although the Promised Land is God’s gift to the Israelites (6:2), now that they are in the land they must conquer it.




FACT


Jericho is one of the oldest cities in the world. At about 750 feet (229 m) below sea level, it is also one of the lowest cities in the world. Jericho receives only a few inches of rainfall each year, and yet it was an oasis for travelers because of its abundant supply of spring water. Jericho is often referred to as the “city of palms” (see Deut. 34:3).





JOSHUA—NOTE ON 6:1–27 As the first city to be taken in Canaan, Jericho was to be completely dedicated to the Lord, as a kind of symbolic “firstfruits” (compare Lev. 23:10). The people of Israel were to take no goods and were to leave no survivors. See note on Josh. 6:17–18.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 6:1–2 Jericho is one of the oldest known fortified cities in the ancient Near East. It is about 750 feet (229 m) below sea level. Well supplied with spring water, Jericho was an oasis and was sometimes referred to as the “city of palms” (Judg. 1:16). The name “Jericho” sounds like the Hebrew word for “moon,” so Canaanite Jericho may have been a center of moon worship. If so, the Lord’s destruction of Jericho would have suggested victory over the false gods of Canaan.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 6:4 the ark. The visible symbol of the Lord’s presence emphasizes that the conquest of the land of Canaan was the Lord’s doing. See also v. 8.




The City of Jericho

Jericho (Tell es-Sultan) is perhaps the oldest city on earth, and it is the lowest city on the surface of the planet (c. 750 feet /229 m below sea level). Jericho has undergone massive excavation work; major digs were led by Ernst Sellin and Carl Watzinger (1907–1909, 1911), John Garstang (1930–1936), and Kathleen Kenyon (1952–1958). Many important finds have been made at the site, one of the most notable being a city wall, some 4.5 feet (1.5 m) wide, attached to a monumental round stone tower. These are some of the earliest fortifications known to mankind. The diagram below portrays some of the remains from the excavations at Jericho from various periods of her history. Thus, the outer city wall comes from the Late Middle Bronze Age (2000–1550 B.C.) whereas the inner city wall dates to the Early Bronze Age (3200–2200 B.C.). Jericho was the first city west of the Jordan captured by the Israelites under the command of Joshua (Joshua 6). Whether or not there exist archaeological remains from that destruction is a hotly debated issue among archaeologists. Following the Israelite destruction, Jericho was abandoned for centuries until a new settlement was established by Hiel the Bethelite in the ninth century B.C. (1 Kings 16:34).


[image: The City of Jericho]






JOSHUA—NOTE ON 6:5 and the wall of the city will fall down flat. Archaeologists have explored the site of Jericho for many years. Many aspects of their findings seemed to fit the biblical description of the city’s destruction, but there are differences of opinion about the age of the ruins. Even so, the various proposed dates for Jericho’s fall are all within the range of possible dates for Israel’s exodus from Egypt and conquest of Canaan (see note on 1 Kings 6:1).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 6:17–18 devoted to the LORD for destruction. See notes on Lev. 27:28–29; Deut. 2:34–35; 20:16–18. This order to destroy every living thing was not a license to kill indiscriminately in other warfare situations, because cities outside the Land of Promise were to be treated more leniently (Deut. 20:10–15). Rather, this was a specific order intended to punish the Canaanites, whose wickedness had become complete (Gen. 15:16; Lev. 18:1–3). The decree of destruction was also to protect the Israelites from worshiping other gods because of Canaanite influence (Deut. 7:1–6). Jericho’s destruction was not a general guideline for the conduct of war. Instead, it is a picture of what will happen in the final judgment to all who continue to rebel against God. Nor can the destruction of Jericho or of the Canaanites in general be seen as a case of ethnic cleansing, for the Lord warns that if Israel does not totally destroy Jericho, the camp of Israel itself will become a thing for destruction. Furthermore, Canaanites such as Rahab (Joshua 2) and the Gibeonites (ch. 9) who devote themselves to the Lord are spared, while Israelites who defy the Lord, such as Achan (ch. 7), are killed.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 6:20 So the people shouted. Hebrews 11:30 commends the people’s faith: they believed the promise of Josh. 6:2–5 and showed their faith by obeying the instructions.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 6:21 devoted . . . to destruction. See note on vv. 17–18.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 6:23 Rahab . . . and all who belonged to her are spared, in keeping with the promise in 2:14, 17–20. Their placement outside the camp of Israel is apparently temporary (see 6:25).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 6:26 Jericho’s ruins are to serve as a warning to Israel. Any attempt to rebuild the city, therefore, will defy the Lord’s rule. For the fulfillment of Joshua’s curse, see 1 Kings 16:34.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 7:1–26 Chapter 7 tells how Joshua launches an unsuccessful attack on the city of Ai. There is no mention either of a divine order to do so or of anyone inquiring of the Lord about the proposed action.




FACT


How did the people of Israel consecrate themselves? The people of Israel were often instructed to consecrate themselves in preparation to meet with God. Sanctifying, or “separating” oneself included washing one’s clothes and temporarily abstaining from sexual relations (3:5; Ex. 19:14–15).





JOSHUA—NOTE ON 7:1 But the people of Israel broke faith. See note on 1 Chron. 2:3–8. While Achan is the actual sinner, Israel as a covenant community is held responsible for sin in its midst. The anger of the LORD leads to Israel’s first defeat in Canaan. Despite his fine Israelite pedigree (of the tribe of Judah), Achan’s sin harms his family and his people.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 7:2–5 For a second time (see 2:1) Joshua sent men to spy out the land. But this spying mission proves disastrous, and in the battle thirty-six of their men die. As a result, the hearts of the people melted and became as water. This recalls earlier descriptions of Canaanite morale when they heard news of the approaching Israelites (2:11; 5:1).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 7:6–9 After tearing his clothes (a sign of distress and mourning; see Gen. 37:29, 34), Joshua challenges God: If God’s promises fail, Joshua insists, it will damage your great name. On the issue of Israel’s fate and the Lord’s reputation, see Num. 14:13–16; Deut. 9:26–29.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 7:10–12 Get up! . . . Israel has sinned. The Lord focuses on the real reason for Israel’s defeat. They have transgressed my covenant. They have taken some of the devoted things (see note on 6:17–18), stolen, lied, and put them among their own belongings. All of these things are explicitly forbidden in the Law of Moses (Deut. 7:25–26). When God assured Joshua of victory in Canaan (Josh. 1:7–8), he made it clear that the people needed to follow his law for this to happen.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 7:13 Consecrate yourselves. See note on 3:5.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 7:14 takes by lot. It is likely that God indicated his choice by lot (or by Urim and Thummim; see note on 1 Sam. 14:41–42).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 7:15 The sinful one makes himself and all that he has liable to the same treatment that the devoted things would receive. The “devoted things” are “all that is within” Jericho, which was to be “devoted” to the Lord for “destruction” (see 6:17–18 and note).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 7:19 Joshua’s demand that Achan give glory to the LORD God and give praise to him is probably not commanding worship but preparing Achan to tell me now what you have done. The word “praise” can imply confession as well as adoration.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 7:21 The five pounds of silver and a pound and a quarter of gold that Achan saw among the spoil is worth about what an average worker would have earned in a lifetime.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 7:24–26 The word them (vv. 24, 25) might well include Achan’s children, but this is uncertain. Verse 15 only says “all that he has” and this could be what “them” refers to. all Israel stoned him. This execution involved the entire community because everyone had been defiled and needed to be purified. It also freed any individual from acting as sole executioner. The heap of stones over Achan will remind Israel of its potential for unfaithfulness and of the dire consequences of such apostasy.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 8:1–35 Having been defeated in Ai (ch. 7), Israel now follows God’s instructions and is successful.




FACT


Ambush. Battles were sometimes won by deceptive military strategy rather than by brute strength. If an army had smaller numbers or was unfamiliar with the territory, an ambush (8:2) was a great way to “even the odds.”





JOSHUA—NOTE ON 8:1 do not be dismayed. Despite their unfaithfulness (7:1), Israel is now restored and given a second chance.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 8:2 its spoil and its livestock you shall take as plunder. God has the right to determine the nature and extent of destruction in any given instance. For example, in Deuteronomy 20 the treatment of cities outside the land of Canaan is less severe than that of cities within the land.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 8:3–4 Thirty thousand men may seem to be a large number to lie in ambush. Possibly the Hebrew word “thousand” should be understood in the alternative sense of “military unit.” And, the 30 “thousands” or “units” may not all have been involved in the ambush (see v. 12).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 8:8 In contrast to the first attack on Ai, this time everything is done according to the word of the LORD (also v. 27).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 8:12 Perhaps the 5,000 men (or 5 units) set in ambush represent a section of the force mentioned in vv. 3–4, and the other 25,000 men (or 25 units) make up the main attack force. If so, this may help to explain why the king of Ai falls for the deception. Israel appears to be attempting the same direct approach of ch. 7, but with more than eight times as many troops.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 8:18–20 Stretch out the javelin . . . toward Ai. Perhaps this served as a signal to the men in the ambush to attack the city. This action symbolizes the Lord’s giving the city into Joshua’s hand.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 8:28–29 heap of ruins. . . . heap of stones. Both “heaps” remain to this day—that is, to the time the text was written.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 8:30–35 For Moses’ instructions regarding the event recorded here, see Deut. 27:1–8. Joshua carefully complies with these directions.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 8:30–33 Mount Ebal, along with its counterpart Mount Gerizim (see Deut. 11:29), is some 20 miles (32 km) north of Ai, near Shechem. Israel’s ancestors had ties to Shechem beginning with Abraham (Gen. 12:6–7; also Jacob, in Gen. 33:18–20; 34:1–31). These associations may help explain how Israel is able to hold a covenant renewal there, apparently without having to capture it first.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 8:32 Joshua wrote on the stones a copy of the law of Moses, creating a fourth stone monument in the land (see note on 4:20). This was a reminder to Israel to obey God’s law (see 1:7–8).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 8:34 For the blessing and the curse, see Deuteronomy 28.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 9:1–27 Having failed to consult the Lord, Israel is tricked into making a peace covenant with the Gibeonites. The Gibeonites claimed to be from a “distant country” (v. 6) but were actually Canaanites, with whom the Israelites were forbidden to make treaties (Deut. 7:1–2). The Gibeonites express belief in the power and supremacy of the Lord, which eases the tension created by their being allowed to remain in the land.




FACT


Wineskins used for storing and pouring wine (9:13) were made from the skin of a goat or other animal. Jesus uses wineskins as a metaphor to contrast the outdated religious rules of the Pharisees and the new life that he brings (Matt. 9:17).





JOSHUA—NOTE ON 9:3 Archaeologists have confirmed that Gibeon was 6 miles (9.7 km) northwest of Jerusalem.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 9:4 Cunning implies cleverness and calculation.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 9:6 The Gibeonites claimed that they came from a distant country. This suggests they were aware that the Israelites were to be more lenient toward cities outside the Land of Promise, while destroying cities within the land (Deut. 20:10–18).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 9:7 The Hivites are included in the lists of Deut. 20:17 (those to be devoted “to complete destruction”) and Josh. 9:1–2 (those determined to “fight against Joshua and Israel”). The Gibeonites may have been a subgroup of a larger Hivite population in Canaan.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 9:14 The notice that Israel did not ask counsel from the LORD helps explain how Israel was deceived. Israel’s leaders trusted their impressions instead of seeking direction from the Lord.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 9:18 the leaders . . . had sworn. Oaths that establish a covenant relationship must be kept (compare Gen. 26:26–31; 2 Sam. 21:7; Ezek. 16:59–60).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 9:23 The Gibeonite deceivers are declared to be cursed, to be cutters of wood and drawers of water. Yet Joshua assigns them to the house of my God. Supplying wood and water for the sacrificial system in Israel would indeed be hard work, but to be closely associated with the house of God would have been considered a blessing (Ps. 84:10).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 9:27 in the place that he should choose. See Deut. 12:5. Shiloh appears to have served as Israel’s central sanctuary from the time of Joshua (see Josh. 18:1) until the fall of Shiloh just prior to the monarchy (1 Sam. 4:3; compare Ps. 78:60; Jer. 7:12).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 10:1–43 Because the events of ch. 10 are brought on by Canaanite aggression, Israel’s defeat of the south can be viewed as defensive.




FACT


Royal humiliation. In the ancient Near East, victors would often put their feet on the necks of defeated foes (10:24). This was usually done to people in positions of leadership. The act was meant to show dominance over the defeated foe.





JOSHUA—NOTE ON 10:1 The name Adoni-zedek sounds like “lord of righteousness.”

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 10:2–4 Gibeon was a great city. A royal city would have had its own “king” and would likely have controlled a larger district.




The Conquest of Canaan: The Southern Campaign

c. 1400 B.C.

Upon hearing that the Gibeonites signed a peace treaty with the Israelites, five Amorite cities attacked Gibeon. Joshua’s forces came up from Gilgal to defend the Gibeonites, and they chased the Amorites as far as Azekah and Makkedah. Joshua’s forces continued their attack until they had captured Libnah, Lachish, Makkedah, Eglon, Debir, Hebron, and most likely Jarmuth.
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JOSHUA—NOTE ON 10:5 Amorites. See 2:10 and note.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 10:8 I have given them into your hands. The Lord assures Joshua that he will be with him in defending the Gibeonites against the Jerusalem coalition. The past tense “have given” is significant. God has decided on the outcome, but Israel must still do some hard fighting (see 1:3 and note; compare 2:9, 24; 6:2, 16; 8:1; 10:19).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 10:9 marched up all night from Gilgal. While the precise location of Gilgal is not known, according to 4:19 it was “on the east border of Jericho.” From the vicinity of Jericho in the Jordan Valley to Gibeon in the hill country would have been an uphill journey of 15 miles (24 km).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 10:10 The battle spread west and then southwestward, covering more than 30 miles (48 km). This gave Israel a foothold in central Canaan, controlling the major east-west corridor from the Jordan through the central hills to the coast. It also opened the way for Joshua’s southern campaign (vv. 29–43).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 10:11 Large stones from heaven refers to the hailstones with which the Lord destroyed the fleeing Amorite troops.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 10:12–14 Sun, stand still suggests a cosmic miracle, in which the earth ceased rotating for a time. While scholars have proposed many other explanations for this amazing event, each one has difficulties. Each also fails to do justice to the claim that there has been no day like it before or since. The author’s emphasis is on the extraordinary answer that God gave to Joshua’s prayer: the LORD heeded the voice of a man. The Book of Jashar is also mentioned in 2 Sam. 1:18. It may have contained poetic accounts or songs of the deeds of heroes, but there are no surviving copies.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 10:15 The notice that Joshua returned . . . to the camp at Gilgal anticipates the conclusion of the entire southern campaign (see v. 43).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 10:24 In the ancient Near East, victors would often put their feet on the necks of defeated enemies, symbolizing supremacy.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 10:26 hanged them on five trees. A sign of curse (Deut. 21:22–23; compare the treatment of the king of Ai in Josh. 8:28–29).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 10:27 The large stones set against the mouth of the cave containing the bodies of the slain Amorite kings serve as a fifth monument in the land (see note on 4:20). This monument recalls God’s gracious action in defending Israel’s covenant with a Canaanite city (even though they acted recklessly in making it). to this very day. See note on 4:9.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 10:28–39 Joshua next conquers the important towns in the southern part of the land, establishing Israel’s hold on it.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 10:40–42 This summary of the conquest credits Joshua with acting obediently by taking no prisoners. It is very clear that the ultimate cause of Israel’s success is that the LORD God of Israel fought for Israel.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 10:43 Joshua’s return to the camp at Gilgal (anticipated already in v. 15) marks the successful conclusion of the central and southern campaigns.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 11:1–12:24 The northern campaign takes shape as an effort to defend the Israelites against the coalition of northern kings gathered around Jabin of Hazor.




The Conquest of Canaan: The Northern Campaign

c. 1400 B.C.

After Joshua’s forces defeated several Amorite kings in the south, the king of Hazor assembled the northern Canaanite kings to battle the Israelites. Joshua and his men defeated the Canaanites at the waters of Merom and pursued them to Great Sidon and the Valley of Mizpeh. Then Joshua turned back and captured the city of Hazor.
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FACT


How long did it take to conquer Canaan? Though the brevity of Joshua’s account may make it seem like a swift military campaign, the conquest of Canaan probably took about seven years.





JOSHUA—NOTE ON 11:1 Jabin, king of Hazor is not the Jabin mentioned in Judg. 4:2. Hazor was probably the largest city in Syria-Palestine in its day. It was located about 10 miles (16 km) north of the Sea of Galilee and covered an area of over 200 acres.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 11:4 The great horde gathered by the northern city-kings had chariots of light construction, with four-spoked wheels, drawn by two horses (contrast the “chariots of iron” of 17:16–18).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 11:5 Merom may be another name for Madon (v. 1). It was probably 5 miles (8 km) west of the Sea of Galilee.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 11:6 In keeping with the prohibition against placing confidence in military strength (see Deut. 17:16), Joshua is told to hamstring their horses and burn their chariots. Hamstringing would have involved cutting the horses’ equivalent of the Achilles tendon, which would make the animal unfit for military use (see also 2 Sam. 8:4).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 11:10–15 Joshua burned Hazor with fire (v. 11). He struck the other coalition cities as well, devoting them to destruction (v. 12; see note on 6:17–18). None of these other cities was burned except Hazor alone (11:13). Only three sites (Jericho in 6:24, Ai in 8:28, and Hazor) are explicitly said to have been burned.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 11:16–20 Joshua’s conquest of Canaan took a long time, perhaps seven years. it was the LORD’s doing to harden their hearts. On human responsibility vs. divine sovereignty, compare the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart (Ex. 4:21–14:31 and notes).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 11:21–22 Joshua cut off the Anakim. This was the race of giants amid whom the terrified Israelite spies had felt like “grasshoppers” (Num. 13:33). Joshua has now largely destroyed this threat (see Josh. 14:6–15).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 11:23 This verse begins the transition from the conquest phase (Joshua took the whole land) to the occupation phase (Joshua gave it for an inheritance to Israel; see chs. 13–19). rest from war. There will be more fighting when the Israelites try to occupy the conquered territories, but the land is in their control (see 18:1).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 12:1–24 Before the land is divided and assigned to the tribes, the conquest is summarized. Verses 1–6 describe the land beyond the Jordan (that is, east of the Jordan) that Israel had conquered under Moses (Num. 21:21–35). Joshua 12:7–24 lists the kings whom Joshua and the people of Israel defeated on the west side of the Jordan.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 12:1 took possession of their land. It now falls to Israel to prove faithful in occupying the territories.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 12:9 The list of defeated kings generally follows the route of the preceding narrative: the central, southern, and northern campaigns. Some kings who were not mentioned during the narrative of the conquest are included in this list. This reminds readers that this is not a complete report of Israel’s history.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 12:24 This list of thirty-one kings suggests Israel’s overall success in gaining the upper hand in Canaan and in conquering the leaders who fought against them. It does not necessarily mean that all the cities formerly ruled by these kings were destroyed.




The Allotment of the Land

c. 1400 B.C.

During the conquest of Canaan, Joshua allotted the land to the tribes of Israel. These boundaries, however, do not necessarily reflect the land each tribe actually inhabited by the end of the conquest. Several tribes, such as Dan, were unable to drive out the Canaanites that lived in much of their allotted territory (19:47), while other tribes controlled portions of land that were not originally allotted to them (e.g., 17:11).
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13:1–21:45 Dividing the Land. In this third major section the Lord instructs Joshua in dividing and assigning the land. It is packed with geographical details.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 13:1–7 there remains yet very much land to possess. These verses speak of enemies whose land Israel has yet to possess. The Lord pledges to continue to drive them out. He instructs Joshua to go ahead and allot the land.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 13:11 Geshurites and Maacathites. Geshur and Maacah were two small kingdoms north and east of the Sea of Galilee. This Geshur is not to be confused with the Geshur mentioned in v. 2, which lay far to the south on the Philistine coast.




FACT


Mount Hermon (13:5) represented the northern boundary of the Promised Land. At over 9,000 feet (2,743 m), its snowy peak and thick forests were home to leopards and lions.





JOSHUA—NOTE ON 13:13 the people of Israel did not drive out . . . dwell in the midst of Israel to this day. See note on 15:63.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 13:14 The notice that the tribe of Levi receives no inheritance (repeated in v. 33, explained in 14:3–4, and recalled in 18:7) anticipates the designation of Levitical cities in ch. 21; see Deut. 10:9 and note on Num. 18:21–24.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 13:22 Balaam . . . the son of Beor. See Numbers 22–24; 31:8.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 14:1–19:51 These chapters describe the tribal assignments west of the Jordan.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 14:1 Eleazar the priest was Aaron’s son and Israel’s second high priest (Num. 20:25; Deut. 10:6). Moses had directed that Eleazar, along with Joshua, would be in charge of dividing the land (Num. 34:17). heads. See Num. 34:18–29.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 14:2 That the inheritance was by lot guaranteed divine oversight and protected Israel’s leaders from any suspicion of favoritism. See Num. 26:52–56; 33:50–54; 34:1–15.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 14:3 Levites. See note on 13:14.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 14:6–15 Caleb receives his inheritance of Hebron, which Moses swore to give him many years before (v. 9; Deut. 1:36). Caleb was 40 years old when Moses sent him as a spy (Josh. 14:7). From that time to the entry into the land of Canaan was another 38 years (Deut. 2:14), making Caleb 78 years old at the beginning of the conquest. Caleb receives his territory at age 85, seven years after the start of the conquest (Josh. 14:10). Caleb maintains that he will be able to drive out from Hebron the formidable Anakim, provided that the LORD will be with him (v. 12). Joshua was already credited with cutting off the Anakim from Hebron (11:21). Either the Anakim have strengthened their position in Hebron (11:22 mentions some survivors) or, more likely, as commander-in-chief Joshua supported and received general credit for Caleb’s eventual defeat of the Anakim (14:12–14; 15:14).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 14:8–9 Those who wholly followed the LORD will be able to enjoy their inheritance (see also v. 14).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 15:1–63 As the distribution of western lands begins, the important tribe of Judah receives its land first. The tribal boundaries are described (vv. 1–12), followed by listings of cities according to region (vv. 20–62).




FACT


Anakim were apparently a race of very tall people, descended from Anak. After the Israelites conquered Canaan, many of the Anakim took up residence with the Philistines. Because of this, many assume that Goliath was descended from the Anakim.





JOSHUA—NOTE ON 15:8 Jerusalem was not fully conquered until the time of David (2 Sam. 5:6–10). For other attempts to conquer Jerusalem, see Judg. 1:8, 21.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 15:13–19 he gave to Caleb . . . Caleb drove out. See note on 14:6–15. Othniel (15:17) reappears as a judge-deliverer in Judg. 3:7–11.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 15:63 How is it that the people of Judah could not drive out their enemies? In 17:12 the Manassites are unable to occupy certain towns because “the Canaanites persisted in dwelling in that land.” In 17:16 the Ephraimites cite Canaanite possession of “chariots of iron” as preventing them from taking the plains. These statements seem to contrast with the dominant theological conviction of the book of Joshua that “the hand of the LORD is mighty” (4:24). Perhaps statements of what Israel “could not” do are to be read as early evidence of spiritual decline, which will become increasingly evident in the book of Judges. The note that the Canaanites dwell with the people of Judah at Jerusalem to this day recalls Moses’ repeated warnings against allowing the Canaanites to survive and live among the Israelites (see note on 6:17–18).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 16:1 Chapters 16–17 describe the allotment of the people of Joseph, that is, of Ephraim (16:5–10) and of Manasseh (17:1–13).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 16:10 did not drive out. See note on 15:63.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 17:3–6 The daughters of Zelophehad receive their inheritance, as the LORD commanded Moses (see Num. 27:1–11; 36:1–13).




FACT


Megiddo was the site of many important OT battles. It was a walled city that guarded the main road that linked Egypt and Syria. Its setting made Megiddo a strategic military stronghold. In John’s visions in Revelation, Megiddo represents the global combat zone where the final battle between Christ and Satan will be fought. The word Armageddon means “Mount Megiddo” (Zech. 12:11; Rev. 16:16).





JOSHUA—NOTE ON 17:12 could not take possession. See note on 15:63.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 17:16–18 chariots of iron. Intimidating as such military machinery must have been (see also Judg. 1:19), Joshua insisted, you shall drive out the Canaanites (see note on Josh. 15:63).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 18:1–10 That the assembly gathers before the tent of meeting, or tabernacle (see Ex. 27:21; 40:2), recalls Israel’s history under Moses. Shiloh serves as the central sanctuary that Israel was to establish in the land (Deut. 12:10–11). Shiloh was likely destroyed following the battle of Ebenezer (1 Samuel 4; Jer. 26:6); it was replaced as central sanctuary by Jerusalem in King David’s time. Mention of the God of your fathers evokes God’s promise of land to the patriarchs (see note on Josh. 1:2). The Lord has fulfilled all his “good promises” (21:45).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 18:7 The Levites have no portion among you. See note on 13:14. This verse prepares for assigning Levitical cities throughout the territories in ch. 21.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 18:9 wrote in a book. Or on a scroll, or some other writing material (the term does not specify).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 18:11 Though one of the smaller tribes, Benjamin would be significant as the tribe of Israel’s first king, Saul (1 Sam. 9:21).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 19:1–9 The allotment for Simeon fell in the midst . . . of Judah (v. 1; see note on Gen. 49:5–7). Because of this, no boundary description is given for Simeon, only a list of cities.




FACT


Bethlehem? There are actually two places called Bethlehem in the Bible. The town where Ruth lived and where Jesus was born was about 5 miles (8 km) south of Jerusalem. The one mentioned in 19:15 was about 7 miles (11 km) northwest of Nazareth, the town where Jesus spent his childhood years.





JOSHUA—NOTE ON 19:15 Bethlehem is a northerly village, not the more famous Bethlehem in Judah.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 19:47 On how Dan’s territory was lost to them, see Judg. 1:34. The story of how Dan went up and fought against Leshem is told in Judges 18.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 19:49–50 By command of the LORD, Joshua is given Timnath-serah (called Timnath-heres in the notice of Joshua’s death in Judg. 2:6–10). The site is in southwest Ephraim. Joshua receives his inheritance only after all others have received theirs. This speaks well of him as a leader.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 19:51 Eleazar the priest. See note on 14:1.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 20:1–21:45 The designation of six cities of refuge (ch. 20) and 48 Levitical cities (21:1–42) demonstrates the Lord’s concern that the land be a place where justice prevails and true worship is encouraged.




FACT


A manslayer was a person who unintentionally took another person’s life. Such a person could flee to a “city of refuge” (20:1–6) for safety until his case was heard. The term “manslayer” corresponds to the modern use of the term “manslaughter” for unintentional killing.





JOSHUA—NOTE ON 20:1–2 The fullest description of how the cities of refuge are to function appears in Num. 35:6–34, where the Lord expands his initial instructions to Moses in Ex. 21:12–14. There are to be six sites chosen from the Levitical cities, with three on each side of the Jordan (Num. 35:13–14). They are to provide security and access to fair trials for anyone accused of manslaughter (Num. 35:15). In Deut. 4:41–43 Moses designates the three cities of refuge in the newly conquered territory east of the Jordan, one in each tribal area. In Deut. 19:1–10, he instructs Israel about the cities that will be designated west of the Jordan once the land is conquered. The three cities west of the Jordan are finally named in Josh. 20:7. Should God enlarge Israel’s territory, an additional three cities can be designated (Deut. 19:8–9). That the additional three are not mentioned in Joshua may mean that Israel was not entirely successful in taking over all the land.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 20:3 A manslayer was a person who unintentionally or without premeditation took another’s life. The avenger of blood was responsible for seeing that the murderer was punished (see Num. 35:16–19).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 20:6 until the death of him who is high priest at the time. This verse condenses the fuller instructions in Numbers 35.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 21:1–41 In Num. 35:1–8, the LORD commanded through Moses that 48 cities (including the six cities of refuge) be assigned to the Levites. Taking cities and their pasturelands from each of the tribes would scatter the Levites throughout the whole of Israel (see Gen. 49:7) so that they could fulfill their duties of teaching the Israelites. They were grouped by their relation to one of Levi’s three sons (see Gen. 46:11). The Kohathites (Josh. 21:4), from whom Aaron and his line descended (Ex. 6:16–20), received cities in the center and the south. The Gershonites (Josh. 21:6) and Merarites (v. 7) received cities in the north and east.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 21:43–45 These verses should be understood as a summary statement emphasizing the Lord’s decisive action on behalf of Israel. They are not saying that all of Israel’s enemies had been removed from the land. Although Israel had taken possession of the land and settled there, much work remained to be done (see 23:5). Still, the Lord has been utterly true to his good promises.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 22:1–24:33 Serving the Lord in the Land. In this final section, with the Lord having fulfilled all his “good promises” (21:45), it is now Israel’s turn to respond. In his old age, Joshua charges the people to unite and serve the Lord alone.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 22:1–34 The tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the eastern half of Manasseh are released to return to their homes east of the Jordan River. They have fulfilled their duties to their fellow Israelites west of the Jordan (see Numbers 32).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 22:8 Divide the spoil . . . with your brothers. The spoils of victory are regarded as gifts from the Lord. They are to be shared with allies, or covenant partners, regardless of their actual role in the conflict (see Num. 31:25–31; 1 Sam. 30:24).




FACT


Dividing the spoils after a war or battle was a very common practice. Livestock, precious metals, clothing, and even people could be taken as spoils. These things were considered gifts from the victor’s gods. In the case of the Israelites, they were considered gifts from the Lord. All gifts were to be shared with allies no matter how much or how little they helped in winning the victory.





JOSHUA—NOTE ON 22:10–11 As they returned to their homes east of the Jordan, the eastern tribes built an altar of imposing size, apparently on the western shore of the Jordan (on the side that belongs to the people of Israel) but large enough to be seen from either side.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 22:13–20 Fearing that the altar means the eastern tribes have strayed from following God, the tribes west of the Jordan send a group to confront them. Phinehas the son of Eleazar. See Num. 25:1–9. Given its communal responsibility, all Israel can suffer for the sins of a few or even just one. The group rightly fears that the Lord may become angry with the whole congregation of Israel (Josh. 22:18).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 22:21–31 The group from the western tribes is relieved that the altar built by the eastern tribes is only a copy of the altar of the LORD (v. 28). It is not intended to rival the altar at Shiloh. It is only to serve as a witness (v. 28), a visible monument to counter any suggestion (now or in the future) that the eastern tribes have no portion in the LORD (v. 25).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 22:34 called the altar Witness. This sixth monument in the land (see note on 4:20) bears witness to the unity of the Israelite tribes on both sides of the Jordan.




Seven Stone Memorials in the Land


	4:20	Gilgal	a reminder of God’s faithfulness in bringing Israel safely across the Jordan into the Promised Land

	7:26	over Achan	a reminder of Israel’s potential for unfaithfulness and of the dire consequences that result

	8:28–29	over the king of Ai	a monument to Israel’s second chance and restoration

	8:30–32	Joshua engraves a copy of the law	a reminder of Israel’s duty to live in obedience to the divine “Torah,” or “instruction”

	10:27	over Amorite kings at Gibeon	a reminder of God’s gracious action in defending Israel’s covenant with a Canaanite city

	22:34	peace in the land of Gilead	a witness to the unity of the Transjordanian tribes with Israel west of the Jordan

	24:26–27	covenant renewal at Shechem	a reminder of Israel’s duty to serve the Lord, who fulfilled every promise in bringing them into the land







JOSHUA—NOTE ON 23:1–16 The next generation of leaders is charged in terms echoing the charge to Joshua in ch. 1.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 23:1 A long time afterward. Probably more than 25 years has elapsed since Israel first crossed the Jordan into the land.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 23:4–5 I have allotted . . . those nations that remain. Joshua reminds Israel’s leaders of the Lord’s promise to drive . . . out the remaining peoples and their own responsibility to possess their land (see 13:1).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 23:7–8 Allegiance to the gods of other nations continued to be the primary threat Israel faced while living among (mix with) the nations (compare Ps. 106:34–39).

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 23:15–16 Key Mosaic descriptions of blessings and curses are in Lev. 26:14–46 and Deut. 28:15–68.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 24:1–33 Joshua again called for an assembly at Shechem for a ceremony of covenant renewal (compare 8:30–35; Deut. 11:26–30; 27:1–28:68).




FACT


Shechem was an important center of pagan worship before and during the time of Joshua. It also became important for Israel as the place where they renewed their covenant with the Lord.





JOSHUA—NOTE ON 24:1 Shechem. See 8:30–33 and Judges 9.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 24:2 Thus says the LORD. Joshua relays the Lord’s word, just as Moses did (Deut. 5:27; 18:15–19).




The Covenant Renewal Ceremony at Shechem (Josh. 24:2–27) Compared with Other Ancient Treaties


	Element	Function	Verses

	preamble	introduces the suzerain (i.e., the sovereign)	v. 2

	historical prologue	recounts the suzerain’s past gracious dealings with the vassal (i.e., the subordinate)	vv. 2–13

	stipulations	outlines the vassal’s consequent responsibilities in respect to the suzerain	vv. 14–24

	written record	preserves the covenant agreement	v. 26

	witnesses	named	vv. 26–27; see v. 22

	blessings and curses	considered	implicit throughout, esp. in v. 20







JOSHUA—NOTE ON 24:12 It seems best to take the hornet as a symbol for the sting of fear that the Lord inflicts on his enemies. See Ex. 23:27–28, where “hornet” parallels “my terror.” Compare also Deut. 7:20. The focus in all three contexts where “hornet” appears is on the Lord’s driving out Israel’s enemies.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 24:14 Having seen the Lord’s faithfulness, Israel is called to fear the LORD—implying reverence and true devotion—and serve him.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 24:15 choose this day whom you will serve. Joshua has urged the people to serve the Lord alone, and to put away the false gods (v. 14). Now he makes his admonition even sharper: if it is evil in their eyes to serve the LORD, then they must choose between two different categories of false gods: (1) their ancestral gods from Mesopotamia (beyond the River), or (2) the gods worshiped by the peoples they have dispossessed in Canaan.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 24:19–21 You are not able to serve the LORD. Joshua is not saying that it is impossible to truly serve the Lord. Rather, he is saying it cannot be done casually or without divine assistance. It is troubling that the people simply reassert their claim—No, but we will serve the LORD—rather than ask for further instruction or prayer. Joshua’s warning that he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins is not to suggest that God is unforgiving but that he cannot allow unfaithfulness to go uncorrected.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 24:23 The mention of foreign gods . . . among you makes the reader wonder how these idols could have been tolerated up to this point. Perhaps, as in vv. 14–15, Joshua is referring to the inner attitudes of the people’s hearts.

JOSHUA—NOTE ON 24:26–27 The title Book of the Law of God occurs elsewhere only in Neh. 8:18, where it is explicitly identified with the “Book of the Law of Moses” (Neh. 8:1) and “Book of the Law” (Neh. 8:3). Those same titles are also found in Joshua (see “Book of the Law” [Josh. 1:8] and note on 1:5–9, and “Book of the Law of Moses” [8:31] and note on 8:32). It is likely that “Book of the